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Then turning towards the west, at a point where there
is a break in the symmetry of the Hujrah, we arrived at
the sixth station, the sepulchre or cenotaph of the Lady
Fatimah. Her grave is outside the enccinte and the cur-
tain which surrounds her father’s remains, so strict is Mos-
lem decorum, and so exalted its opinion of the ¢ Virgin’s”*
delicacy ; the eastern side of the Hujrah, here turning a
little westward, interrupting the shape of the square, in
order to give this spot the appearance of disconnection
with ihe rest of the building.  The tomb, seen tirough a
square apertuve like those above described, is a long cata-
falque, covered with a black pall. Though there is great
doubt whether the Lady be not buried with her son Hasan
in the Bakia cemetery, this place is always visited by the
pious Moslem.  The following is the prayer oppusite the
grave of the amiable Watimah : —

“Peace be upon thee, daughter of the Messenger of
Allah! Ieace be upon thce, daughter of the Prophet of
Allah! Pcace be upon thce, thou daughter of Mustafu |
Pcace be upon thee, thou mother of the Shurafu!t Peace
be upon thee, O Lady amongst women! Peace be upon
thee, O fifth of the Ahl Iil Kisa!l}f FPeace be upon thee,

the Lovd in the flesh, as & forerunner to Mohaimed, who shall reappear
shortly before the day of judgiaent.

Bartema (Appendix 2.) relates a story concerning the Saviowr’s future
tomb.

* This cpithet will be explained below.  The reader must bear in mind,
that this purt of the Hara was lormerly the house of Ali and Fatimads g
it was separated from the Hujrah — the abode of Mohammed and Ayisha’
— only by a narrow brick wall, with a window in it, which was never shut.
Umar Bin Abd-cl-Aziz enclosed it in the mosque, by order of Kl Walid,
A. 1 90,

t Plural of Sherif, a descendant of Mohammed.

T The “people of the garment,” so called, because on one occasion the
Prophet wrapped his cloak around himself, his daughter, his son-in-Jaw,
and his two grandsons, thercby scparating them in dignity from other
Moslems,
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O Zahea and Batul 1* Peace be upon thee, O danghter
of the Prophet! Peace be upon thee, O spouse of our
lord Ali El Murtaza! Teace be upon thee, O mother of
Hasan and Ilusayn, the two moons, the two lights, the
two pearls, the two princes of the youth of heaven, and
coolness of the eyest of true belicvers! Peace be upon
thee and upon thy sire, Kl Mustafa, and thy husband, our
lord Ali! Allah honor his face, and thy face, and thy
father’s face in Paradise, and thy two sons the Hasanayn|
And the mercy of Allah and his blessings !

‘We then broke away as we best could from the crowd
of female “ askers,” who have established their Lares and
Penates under the shadow of the Lady’s wing, and, ad-
vancing a few paces, we fronted to the north, and recited
a prayer in honor of Hamzah, and the martyrs who lie
buried at the foot of Mount Ohod.} We then turned to
the right, and, fronting the easterly wall, prayed for the
souls of the blessed whose mortal spirits repose within El
Bakin’s hallowed circuit.§

After this we returned to the southern wall of the
Mosque, and, facing towards Mcceeah, we recited the fol-
lowing supplication : —¢ O Allah | (three times repeated)

* Durckhardt translates “ Zahra” ¢ bright blooming Fatimah.” This I
believe to be the literal meaning of the cpithet. When thus applied, how-
ever, it denotes * virginem Ta xarapmma ncscientem,” in which state of
purity the danghter of the Prophet is rupposed to havo lived.  For the samo
renson she is calicd El Batul, the Virgin, — a title given by Eastern Chris-
tians to the Mother of our Lord. 'The perpctnal virginity of Fatimah, even
after tho motherhood, is a point of orthodoxy in El Islam.

t “ Meaning joy and gladness in the sight of true belicvers.”

1 The prayer is now omitted, in order to avoid the repetition of it when
describing a visit to Mount Ohod.

§ The prayers usually recited here are cspecially in honor of Abbas,
Ilasan, (Al called) Zayn Fl Abidin, Osman, the Lady IHalimah, tho
Mawrtyrs, and the Mothers of the Mosloms, 4. e. the Prophet’s wives), buried
in the holy cemetery,  When deseribing o visit to El1 Bakin, they will bo
transiated at full length,
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O Compassionate! O Beneficent! O Requiter (of good
and cvil)! O DPrince! O Ruler! O ancient of DBenefits!
O Omniscient! O thon who givest when asked, and who
aidest when aid is required, aceept this our Visitation, and
preserve us from dangers, and make easy our affuirs, and
expand our chests*, and receive our prostration, and re-
quite us according to our good deeds, and turn not our
evil deeds against us, and place not over us one who
feareth not thee, and one who pitieth not us, and write safety
and health upon us and upon thy slaves, the Hujjaj, and
the Ghuzzat, and the Zawwar 1, and the home-dwellers and
the wayfarers of the Moslems, by lund and by sea, and
pardon those of the faith of our lord Mohammed one and
all 1”

I'rom the sonthern wall we returned to the ¢ Prophet’s
Window,” where we reeited the following teteastich and
prayer.

“ Mustafa ! verily, I stand at thy door,
A wan, weak and tearlul, by veason of my sins:
If thou aid we not, O Prophet of Alluh}
I die—for, in the world there is none generous as thou art!”

¢« Of a truth, Allah and his Angels bless the Prophet!
O ye who believe, bless him and salute him with saluta-
tion!t O Allah! verily 1 nuplore thy pardon, and sup-
plicate thine aid in this world as in the next! O Allah!
O Allah! abandon us not in this holy place to the consc-
quences of our sins without pardoning them, or to our
griefs without consoling them, or to our fears, O Allah!
without removing them.  And blessings and salutation to
thee, O Prince of Prophets, Commissioned (to preach the
word), and praise to Allah the lord of the (three) worlds!”

* That is to say, “ gladden our hearts.”

1 Hujjaj is the plural of Iajj— pilgrims ; Ghuzzat, of Glazi — crusa-
ders; and Zawwar of Zaiy -~ visitors to Mohammed’s tomb.

T ¢ Paslim ™ i3 * 1o suy Salam ™ o w pevsa,
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We turned awny from the TTujrah, and afier gratifying
a meck-looking but cxceedingly importunate Indian beg-
gar, who insisted on stunning me with the Chapter Y, S.*,
we fronted southwards, and taking care that our backs
should not be in a line with the Prophet’s face, stood op-
posite the niche called Mihrab Osman. There Hamid
proceeded with another supplication. “ O Allah! (three
times repeated), O Safeguard of the fearful, and defender
of those who trust in thee, and pitier of the wenk, the
poor, and the dcstitute! accept us, O Beneficent! and
pardon us, O Merciful ! and reccive our penitence, O
Compasgionate! and have merey upon us, O Forgiver |—
for verily none but thou can remit sin]  Of a truth thou
nlone knowest the hidden and veilest man’s transgressions:
veil, then, our offences, and pardon our sins, and expand
our chests, and cause our last words at the supreme hour of
life to be the words, ¢ There is no god but Allah, and our
lord Mohammed is the Prophet of Allah!” O Allah ! cause
us to live according to this saying, O thou Giver of life ; and
make us to die in this faith, O thou Ruler of death! And
the best of blessings and the completest of salutations upon
the sole Lord of Intercession, our Lord Mohammed and
his family, and his companions one and all!”

Lastly, we returned to the Garden®*, and prayed
another two-bow prayer, ending, as we began, with the
worship of the Creator.

» . * +: * *

Unfortunately for me, the boy Mohammed had donned

% The Ya Sin (Y, 8), the 36th chapter of the Koran, frequently recited
by those whose profession it is to sny such masscs for the benefit of living,
a8 well as of dead, sinners.  Most educated Moslemns commit it to memory,

t Some Zairs, ofter praying at the Caliph Osman’s niche, leavo the
mosqne, especially when the  Jamaat,” or publie worship, is not being per-
formed in the Rauzah. Others, as we did, pray nlone in the Garden, and
many authors prefer this conclusion to Visitation, for the reason nbove
given.
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that grand embroidered coat. At the end of the cere-
mony the'Aghas, or cunuchs of the Mosque, — a race of
men considered respectable by their oftice, and prone to
make themselves respected by the freest administration of
club law, — assembled in El Rauzah to ofter me the con-
gratulation ¢ Ziyaratak Mubarak ” — ¢¢ Blessed be thy
Visitation,” and to demand fees. Then came the Sakka,
or water-carvier of the Zem Zem*, offering a tinned
saucer filled from the holy source. And lastly T was
heset by beggars, — some, mild heggars and  picturesque
who sat upon the ground immersed in the contemplation
of their napkins; others, angry beggms who cursed if
they were not gratified; and others noisy and petulant
beggars, especially the feminine party ncar the Lady’s
tomb, who captured me by the skirt of my garment, com-
pelling me to ransom mysclll  There were, besides, pretty
beggars, boys who held out the right hand on the score
of good looks; ngly beggars, emaciated rascals whose
long hair, dirt, and leanness entitled them to charity ; and
lastly, the blind, the halt, and the discased, who, as sons
of the Holy City, demanded from the Faithful that sup-
port with which they could mnot provide themselves.
ITaving been compelled by my companions, highly against
my inclination, to become a man of rank, I was obliged
to pay in proportion, and my almoner in the handsome
coat, as usual, took a kind of pride in being profuse.
This first visit cost me double what I had intended —
four dollars—mncearly one pound sterling, and never after-
wards could T pay less than half that sum.f

Having now performed all the duties of a good Zair, 1

* This has become a geueric name for a well situated within the walls of
a Mosque.

1 As might be expected, the more a wman pays, the higher he estimates
his own dignity.  Some Indians have spent as much as 500 dollars during
a fist visit.  Others bave “wade Maulids,” 4 e. feasted all the poor con-
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was permitted by Shaykh Tamid to wander abont and seo
the sights. 'We began our circumambulation at the I3ab
el Salam *, —the Gate of Salvation, — in the south por-
tion of the western long wall of the Mosque. It is a
fine archway handsomely incrusted with marble and glazed
tiles; the number of gilt inscriptions on its sides give it,
crpecially at night-time, an appearance of considerable
splendor. "The portenllis-like doors are of wood, strength-
ened with brass plates, and nails of the same metal.  Qut-
side this gate is a little Sabil, or public fountain, where
those who will not pay for the water, kept ready in large
carthen jars by the ¢ Sakka” of the Mosque, perform
their ablutions gratis, Here all the mendicants congre-
gate in force, sitting on the outer steps and at the en-
trance of the Mosque, up and through which the visitors
must pass. About the centre of the western wall is the
Bab el Rahmah — the Gate of Mercy. It admits the
dead bodies of the Faithful when carried to be prayed
over in the Mosque; there is nothing remarkable in its
appearance ; in common with the other gates it has huge
folding doors, iron-bound, an cxternal flight of steps, and
a few modern inseriptions. The Bab Mcjidi, or Gate of
the Sultan Abd el Mejid, stands in the centre of the
northern wall; like its portico, it is unfinished, but its
present appearance promises that it will eclipse all except
the Bab ol Salam,  The Bab el Nisn is in the eastern
wall opposite the Bab el Rabmah, with which it is con-
nected by the  Farsh el Ilajar,” a broad band of stoue,
two or three steps below the level of the portico, and
slightly raised above the Sahn or the hypsthral por-
tion of the Mosque. And lastly, in the southern por-

nected with the temple with rice, meat, &c., whilst others brought rare and
expensive presents for the officials, Such generosity, however, is becoming
rare in these unworthy days. :

* 'This gate was anciently called the Bub el Atakah, * of Deliverance.”
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tion of the same castern wall is the Bab Jibrail, the Gate
of the Archangel Gabriel.* All these entrances are ar-
rived at by short external flights of steps leading from
the streets, as the base of the temple, unlike that of
Meccah, is a. little higher than the foundations of the
buildings around it. The doors are closed by the eunuchs
in attendance immediately after the night prayers, cxcept
during the blessed month El Ramazan and the pilgrimage
scason, when a number of pious visitors pay considerable
fees to pass the night there in meditation and prayer.

The minarets are five in number; but one, the Shikay-
liyah, at the north-west angle of tlie building, has been
levelled, and is still in process of being re-built. The
Munar Bab el Salam stands by the gate of that name: it
is a tall handsome tower surmounted by a large ball or
conet of brass gilt or burnished. The Munwr Bab el
Rahimah, about the centre of the western wall, is of more
simple form than the others: it has two galleries with the
superior portion cireular, and surmounted by the conical
‘¢ extinguisher ” roof so common in Twikzy and ligypt.
On the north-east angle of the Mosque stands the Sulay-
maniyah Munar, so named after its founder, Sultan Sulay-
man the Magnificent. Tt is a well-built and substantial
stone tower divided into three stages; the two lower por-
tions are polygonal, the upper circular, and each termi-
nates in a platform with a railed gallery carried all round
for the protection of those who ascend.  And lastly, from

* Most of these entrances have been named and renamed. The Bab
Jibrail, for instance, which derives its present appellation from the general
belief that the archangel once passed through it. is generally called in books
Bab ct Jabr, the Gate of Repairing (the broken fortunes of a fricnd or
follower). It must not be confounded with the Mahbat Jibrail, or the
window near it in the castern wall, where the archangel usually descended
from heaven with the Wahy or Tuspiration,

1 By some wonderful process the * Printer’s Devil ” convarted, in the
first cdition, thig badl or conc into o * bull or cow.”
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the south-cast angle of the Mosque, supposed to be upon
the spot where Belal, the Prophet’s ericr, called the first
Moslems to prayer*, springs the Munar Raisiyal, so called
because it is appropriated to the Ruasa or chiefs of the
Muezzins. Like the Sulaymaniyah, it consists of three
parts: the first and sccond stages are polygonal, and the
circular third is furnished like the lower two with a railed
gallery. DBoth the latter minarets end in solid ovals of
masonry, {rom which project a number of wooden triangles.
To these and to the galleries on all festive oceasions, such
as the arrival of the Damascus caravan, are hung oil lamps
~—a poor attempt at illumination, which may perhaps
rationally explain the origin of the Medinite superstition
concerning the column of light which crowns the Pro-
phet’s tomb. There is no uniformity in the shape or the
size of these four minarets, and at first sight, despite their
beauty and grandeur, they appear somewhat bizarre and
misplaced. But after a few days I found that my cye
grew accustomed to them, and that I had no difficulty in
appreciating their massive proportions and lofty forms.
Equally irvegular ave the Riwaks, or porches, surround-
ing the hypethral court.  Along the northern wall there
will be, when finished, a fine colonnade of granite, paved
with marble. The eastern Riwak has three rows of pillars,
the western four, and the southern, under which stands
the tomb, of ecourse has its colnmns ranged deeper than
all the others.  These supports of the building are of
different material ; some of fine marble, others of rough
stone merely plastered over and painted with the most
vulgar of arabesques,— vermilion and black in irregular
patches, and broad streaks like the stage face of a London

* Belal, the lond-lunged erier, stood, we are informed by Moslem histo-
riang, npon n part of the roof on onc of the walls of the mosque. The
minaret, ns the next chapter will show, was the invention of a more tasteful
agre, ’

VOL 1. Y
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clown.* Their size morcover is different, the southern
culonnade being composed of pillars palpably larger than
those in the other parts of the Mosque. Scarcely any
two shafts have similar capitals; many have no pedestal,
and some of them are cut with a painful ignorance of art.
I cannot extend my admiration of the minarcts to the
columns —in tkeir  architectural lawlessness ” there is not
a redeeming point.

Of these unpraisable pillars three are celchrated in the
anmals of Kl Ishun, for which reason their naes ave
painted upon them, and five others enjoy the honor of dis-
tinctive appellations. The first is called I Mukhallak,
because, on some occasion of impurity, it was anointed
with a perfume called Khaluk, It is near the Mihrab el
Nabawi, on the right of the place where the Iinam prays,
and notes the spot where, belore the invention of the
pulpit, the Prophet, lcaning upon the Ustuwanat el Han-
nanah—the Weeping Pillar + —used to recite the Khutbah
or I'riday sermmon. The second stands third from the
pulpit, and third from the HHujrah. Tt is called the Pillar
of Ayisha, also the Ustuwanat el Kurah, or the Column
of Lots, because the Prophet, according to the testimony
of lns favourite wife, declared that if men knew the value
of the place, they would cast lots to pray theve s in some
books it is known as the Pillar of the Mubajirin or 1fugi-
tives, and others mention it as ISl Mukhallak - the Per-
fumed. Twenty cubits distant from Ayisha’s Pillar, and
the sccond from the IHujrah and the fourth from the
pulpit, is the Pillar of Repentance, or of Abu Lubabah.
It derives its name from the following cirenmstance.  Abu

* This abomination may be seen in Egypt on many of the tombs,—those
outside the Bab ¢l Nasr at Caivo, for instance.

t The tale of this Weeping Pillar is well known,  Sowmne suppose it to
have heen buried Leneath the pulpit + others— they are few in number —
declare that it was inserted in the body of the pulpit.
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Lubabah was a native of Fl1 Medinah, one of the Auxi-
liaries and a companion of Mohammed, originally it is said
a Jew, according to others of the Beni Amr bin Auf of
the Aus tribe. Being sent for by his kinsmen or his allies,
the Beni Kurayzah, at that time capitulating to Mo-
hammed, he was consulted by the distracted tribe: men,
women and children threw themselves at his feet, and
begaed of him to intercede for them with the offended
Prophet.  Abu Lubabah swore he would do so: at the
gsame time, he drew his hand across his throat, as much as
to say, “ Defend yourselves to the last, for if you yield,
such is your doom.” Afterwards repenting, he bound
himsclf with a huge chain to the date-trec in whose place
the column now stands, vowing to continue there until
Allah and the Prophet accepted his penitence —a circum-
stance which did not take place till the tenth day, when
his hearing was gone and he had alinost lost his sight.
The less celebrated pillars are the Ustuwanat Sarir, or
Column of the Cot, where the Prophet was wont to sit
meditating on his humble couch-frame of date-sticks.
The Ustuwanat Ali notes the spot where the fourth
caliph used to pray and watch his father-in-law at night.
At the Ustuwanat el Wufud, as its name denotes, the
Prophet reccived cnvoys, couriers, and cmissarics from
foreign places. The Ustuwanat el Tahajjud now stands
where Mohammed, sitting upon his mat, passed the night
in prayer.  And lastly is the Makam Jibrail (Gabricl's
place), for whose other name, Mirbaat el Bair, < the Pole
of the Beast of Burden,” I have been unable to find an
explanation.,

The four Riwaks, or porches, of the Medinah Mosqueopen
upon a hypwthral court of parallelogrammic shape. The
only remarkable object in it * is a square of wooden railing

* The little domed bnilding which figures in the native sketches, and in
all our prints of the El Mcdinah mosque, was taken down three or four
T 2



324 PILGRIMAGE TO EL MEDINAH AND MECCAF.

enclosing a place full of well-watcred carth, called the Gar-
den of onr Lady Fatimah.* It now contains a dozen date-
trees— in Ibn Jubayr’s time there were fifteen.  Their
fruit is sent by the eunuchs as presents to the Sultan and
the great men of El Islam; it is highly valued by the
vulgar, but the Olema do not think much of its claiins to
importance. Among the palins are the venerable remains
of a Sidr, or Lote tree, whose producet is sold for inordi-
nate sums,  The enclosure is entered by a dwarf gate in
the south-eastern portion of the railing, near the well, and
onc of the cunuchs is generally to be seen in it it s
under the charge of the Mudir, or chief treasurer. These
gardens arc not uncommon in Mosques, as the traveller
who passes through Cairo can convince himsclf. They
form a pretty and an appropriate feature in a building
crected for the worship of Him ¢ who spread the carth
with carpets of flowers and drew shady trees from the
dead ground.” A tradition of the Prophet also declares
that “acceptable is devotion in the garden and in the
orchard.” At the south-east angle of the enclosure, under
a wooden roof supported by pillars of the same material,
stands the Zem Zem, generally called the Bir ¢l Nabi, or
“the Prophet’s well.” My predecessor declarcs that the

years ago. It oceupied pmrt of the centre of the square, and was called
Kabbat ¢l Zayt—- Done of Qil,——or Kubbat ¢l Shama— Dome of Candles
—from its use as a store-room for lnnps and wax candles,

* Ihis is its wmne among th illitevate, who fivmly believe the palims to
be descendants of trees plianted there by the hands of the Prophet’s daughter,
Asg fur us 1 could discover. thie teadition has no foundation, and in old times
there was no garden in the hypethieal court, The vulgar are in the habit of
cating a cevtain kind of date, * Kl Sayhani,” in the mosque, and of throwing
the stones about ; this practice is violently denounced by the Olema.

1 Rhamnus Nabeca, Forsk. The frait, called Nebek, is eaten, and the
leaves are uscd for the purpose of washing dead bodies. The visitor is not
forbidden to take fruit or water as presents from El Medinah, but it is un-
Jawful for him to carry away carth, or stoncs, or cakes of dust, wade for
sale to the ignoraut,
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brackishness of its produce has stood in the wny of ils
reputation for holiness. Yet a well educated man told
me that it was as ¢ light ” water® as any in El Medinah,
—a fact which he accounted for by supposing a subter-
rancous passage} which connects it with the great Zem
Ziemi at Meccah. Others, again, believe that it is filled
by a vein of water springing directly under the Prophet’s
grave: generally, however, among the learned it is not
more revered than our Lady’s Garden, nor is it ranked in
books among the holy wells of El Medinah. Between
this Zem Zem and the eastern Riwak is the Stoa, or Aca-
demia, of the Prophet’s city. In the cool mornings and
evenings the ground is strewed with professors, who teach,
as an eminent orientalist hath it, the young idea how to
shout rather than to shoot.] A few feet to the south of
the palm garden is a moveable wooden planking painted
green, and abont three feet high; it serves to separate the
congregation from the Imam when he prays herc; and at
the north-castern angle of the enclosure is a Shajar Ka-
nadil, a Inrge brass chandelier which completes the furni-
ture of the court.

After this inspection, the shadows of evening began to
gather round us. We left the Mosque, reverently taking

* The Arabs, who, like all Orientals, arc exccedingly curious about
water, take the tronble to weigh the produce of their wells; the lighter the
water, the more digestible and wholesome it is considercd.

t The common phenomenon of rivers flowing underground in Arabia
has, doubtless, suggested to the pcople these subterrancous passages, with
which they connect the most distant places. At El Medinah, amongst
other tales of short cuts known only to certain Bedouin families, a man told
me of a shaft leading from his native city to Hazramaut : according to
him, it existed in the times of the Prophet, and was a journey of only three
days !

1 The Mosque Library is kept in Inrge chests near the Bab ct Salam
the only MS, of any value here is a Koran written in the Soldi hand. It
is nearly four feet long, bound in n wooden cover, and padlocked, so as to
require from tho curious a ¢ silver key.”

Y3
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care to issne forth with the lelt foot and not to back out
of it as i3 the Sunnat - - practice devived from the Prophet
—- when taking leave of the Mcecan Temple.

To conclude this long chapter.  Although every Mos-
lem, learned and simple, firmly believes that Mohammed’s
remains are interred in the Hujrah at El Medinal, I can-
not help suspecting that the place is at least as doubtful
as that of the IToly Scpulchre at Jerusalem. It must be
remembered that a tumult followed the announcement of
the Prophet’s death, when the people, as often happens®,
believing him to be immortal, refused to credit the report,
and cven Omar threatened destruction to any onc that
asserted it. Morcover the body was scarcely cold when
the contest about the succession arose between the fugi-
tives of Meceah and the auxiliaries of 1 Medinah s in the
ardor of which, according to the Shiahs, the house of Ali
and Fatimah, — within a few feet of the spot where the
tomb of the Prophet is now placed — was threatened with
fire, and Abubekr was elected caliph that same evening.
It amy one find cause to wonder that the last resting-place
of a personage so important was not fixed for ever he may
find many a parallel case in El Medinah. To (uote no
other, three scveral localities elaim the honor of containing
the Lady Fatimal’s mortal spoils, although one might
suppose that the daughter of the Prophet and the mother
of the Iinams would not be laid in an unknown grave.
My rcasons for incredulity are the following :

From the carhiest days the shape of the Prophet’s tomb
has never been generally known in Kl Islan.  For this

* So the peasants in Brittany belicve that Nupoleon the First is not yet
dead ; the Prussiuns expect Frederick the Secoud ; the Swiss, Willimm
Tell; the older English, King Arthur; and certain modern fmatics look
forward to the re-uppearance of Joanna Southeote.  Why  multiply
instances in s0 well known a branch of the history of popular super-
slitions ¢
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reason it is that graves are made convex in some countries,
and flat in others: had there been a Sunnat, such would
not have been the case.

The accounts of the learned are discrepant.  El Saman-
hudi, perhaps the highest authority, contradicts himself.
In one place he describes the coffin; in another he ex-
pressly declares that he entered the Hujrah when it was
being repaired by Kaid Bey, and saw in the inside three
deep graves, but no traces of tombs.*  Either, then, the
mortal remains of the Prophet had — despite Moslem
superstition t — mingled with the dust, (a probable circum-
stance after nearly 900 years’ interment,) or, what is more
Jikely, they had heen removed by the Shinh schismatics
who for centuries had charge of the sepulchre.

* The reader will bear in mind that I am quoting from Burckhardt.
When in El Hejaz and at Cairo, I vainly endeavoured to buy a copy of
El Samanhudi. One was shown to me at El Mcdinah ; unhappily, it bore
the word Wakf, (bequeathed,) and belonged to the mosque. I was scarcely
allowed time to read it.

1 In Moslem law, prophets, martyrs, and saints, are not supposed to be
dead ; their property, thercfore, remains their own.  ‘The Olema have con-
founded themsclves in the consideration of the prophetic state after death,
Many declare that prophets live and pray for forty days in the tomb; at
tho expiration of which time, they arc taken to the presence of their Maker,
where they remain till the blast of Israfil's trumpet. ‘The common belief,
however, leaves the bodies in the graves, but no one would darc to assert
that the holy oncs are suffered to undergo corrnption. On the contrary.
their faces are blooming, their eyes bright, and blood would issue from their
bodies if wonnded,

Kl Islam, as will afterwards appear, abounds in traditions of the ancient
tombs of saints and martyrs, when accidentally opencd, exposing to view
~ corpres apparcntly freshly buried. And it has come to pnss that this fact,
the result of sanctity, has now become an unerring indication of it. A
remarkable case in point is that of the late Sherif Ghalib, the father of the
present prince of Mceeah, In his lifetime he was reviled as a wicked
tyramt. But some ycars after his death, his body was found undecom-
poscd ; ho then beeame a saint, and men now pray at his tomb. Yerhaps
his tyranny was no drawback to his holy reputation. La Brinvillicrs was
declared after exccution, by her confessor and the people generally, a saint
— gimply, I presume, beeause of the enormity of her crimes.

Y 4
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And lastly, T cannot but look upon the tale of the
blinding light which surrounds the P’rophet’s tomb, current
for ages past and still universally believed upon the au-
thority of the attendant cunuchs, who must know its
falsehood, as a priestly gloss intended to conceal a defect.

I here conclude the subject, committing it to some
future and more favored investigator. In offering the
above remarks, T am far from wishing to throw a doubt
upon an established point of history.,  But where a sus-
picion of fable arises from popular “ facts,” a knowledge
of man and of his manners tcaches us to regard it with
favoring eye.*

* I was carcful to make a ground plan of the Prophet’s mosque, as
Burckharde was prevented by severe illness from so doing, Tt will give the
reader a fair idea of the main points, though, in certain minor detaily, it is
not to b trusted.  Some of my papers and sketehes, which by precaution
I had placed among my medicines, after catting them into squares,
numbering them, and rolling them carefully up, were damaged by the
breaking of a bottle. The plan of El Medinah is slightly altered from
Burckhardt’s.

Nothing ean be more ludicrous than the views of the Iloly City, as
printed in our popular works, They are of the style © bird’s-eye,” and
present a curious perspective.  They despise distance like the Chinese,—
pictorially audacious,— the Harrah, or ridge in the foreground appears to
be 200 yurds, instead of 3 or 4 miles, distant from the town. They strip
the place of its superh Bl Muuakhah, in order to show the enccinte, omit
the fort, aud the gardens north aud south of the city, culirge the Mosque
twenty-fold for dignity, and make it occupy the whole centre of the city
instcad of a small corner in the south-east quarter, They place, for sym-
metry, towers only at the angles of the walls, instend of all along the
curtain, and gather up and press into the same ficld all the venerable and
interesting featurcs of the country, those behind the artist’s back, and at his
sides, as well as what appears in front.  Such are the Twrkish lithographs,
At Mceeah, some Indians support themsclves by depicting the holy
slirines ; their works are a truly Oriental mixtare of ground plan and cle-
vation, drawn with pen and juk, and brightened with the most vivid colours
~— grotesque enough, but less unintelligible thun the more ambitious imi-
tations of Kuropean art.
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CHAP. XVII.

AN ESSAY TOWARDS THE IIISTORY OF TIIE PROPHET’S
MOSQUE.

InN AnnAs has informed the world that when the cighty
individuals composing Noah’s family issued from the ark,
they scttled at a place distant 10 marches and 12 para-
sangs* from Babel or Babylon. There they increased
and multiplied and spread into a mighty empire. At
length under the rule of Namrud (Nimrod), son of Kanaan
(Canaan), son of Ham, they lapsed from the worship of
the true God: a miracle dispersed them into distant parts
of the earth, and they were further broken up by the one
primeeval language being divided into seventy-two dialects.
A tribe called Aulad Sam bin Nuh (the children of Shem),
or Amalikah and Amalikt, from their ancestor Amlak bin
Arfakhshad bin Sam bin Nuh, was inspired with a know-
ledge of the Arabic tonguei: it settled at El Medinah,
and was the first to cultivate the ground and to plant

* Tn Oriental geogeaphy the paeasing still, as in the days of Pliny,
greatly earies, from TA00 1o G000 ynrds,  Captain Franekling whose opinion
ig generally taken, makes it (in his Tonr to Persin) a menasure of nbout four
miles (P'reface to Ibu Ilankal, by Sir Gore Ouscley).

t M. C. de Perceval (Essai sur I'listoire des Arabes avant I'Islamisme),
makes Amlak son of Laoud (Lud), son of Shem, or, according to others,
son of Jlam. That learncd writer identifics the Amalik with the I'he-
niciansg, the Amalckites, the Canaanites, and the Hyksos, Ife alludes also
to an ancient tradition which makes them to have colonised Barbary in
Africa. :

1 The Dabistan ¢l Mazahib relates a tradition that tho Almighty, when
addressing the angels in command, uses the Arnbic tongue, but when
speaking in mercy or beneficence, the Deri dialcet of Persian.
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palm trees. In course of time these people extended over
the whole tract between the seas of Ll llejaz (the Red
Sea) and El Oman, (a part of the Indian Ocean,) and
they became the progenitors of the Jababirah® of Syria as
well as the Farainah (Pharaohs) of Egypt.f Under these
. Amalik such was the age of man that during the space of
400 years a bier would not be seen, nor keening be heard,
in their citics.

* Theso were the gisnts who fought agninst Tsracl in Palestine,

1 In this wild trudition we find a confirmation of the sound goographical
opinion which makes Arabia *une des pépinidres du genre humain” (M.
Jomard). It must be remembered that the theatre of all carliest civilisation
has been a fertile valley with a navigable stream, like Sindh, Egypt, and
Mesopotamia. The existence of such a spot in Arabia would have altered
every page of her history ; she woulid then have become a centre, not a
souree of civilisstion. A it is, her immense population — still thick, cven
in the deserts —has, from the carlicst ages, been impelled by drought,
famine, or desire of conquest, to emigrate into happier regions. Al history
mentions two main streams which took their rise in the wilds of the great
peninsula :— the first sct to the north-cast, throngh Versin, Mckran, Beloo-
chistan, Sindh, the Afghan Mountains, as fsr as Sawmarcand, Bokhara, und
Tibet ; the other, flowing towards the north-west, passed through Xgypt
and Barbary into Etruria, Spain, the Isles of the Mediterrancan, and
soutliern France. There are two minor emigrations chronicled in history,
and written in the indclible characters of physiognomy and philology. One
of these sct in an exiguous but perennial stream towards Iudia, especiaily
Malabar, where, mixing with the people of the country, the Arab merchants
become the progenitors of the Moplah race.  The other was a partial cmi-
gration, also for commercial purposes, to the coast of Berberah, in Eastern
Africa, where, mixing with the Galla tribes, the people of Hazramaut
became the sires of the extensive Somali and Sawakil nations,  Tlns we
have from Arabia four different lines of cmigration, tending N. Ii. and 8, E.,
N. W.and S. W.

At somne future time I hope to develop this curious but somewhat obscure
portion of Arabian history. It bears upon a most interesting subject, and
serves to expluin, by the consanguinity of races, the marvellous celerity
with which the faith of El Islam spread from the Pillars of Hercules to the
confines of China — embracing part of Southern Lurope, the whole of
Northern and a portion of Central Africa, and at least three-fourths of the
continent of Asiu.
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The Inst king of the Amalik, ¢ Arkam bin el Arkam*,”

wasg, according to most authors, slain by an army of the -

children of Israel sent by Moses after the Iixodust, with
orders thoroughly to purge Meccah and El Medinah of its
Infidel inhabitants, All the tribc was destroyed, with
the exception of the women, the children, and a youth of
the royal family, whose extraordinary beanty persuaded
the invaders to sparc him pending a reference to the
Prophet. When the army returned, they found that
Moses had died during the expedition, and they were re-
ceived with reproaches by the people for having violated
his express command. The soldiers, unwilling to live
with their own nation under this reproach, returned to El
Hejaz, and settled there. Moslem authors are agreed
that after the Amalik, the Beni Israel ruled in the Holy
Land of Arabia, but the learned in history are not agreed
upon the cause of their emigration. According to some,
when Moses was returning from a pilgrimage to Meccah,
a multitnde of his followers, sccing in Il Medinah the
sigrns of the eity which, nceording to the Taurat, or Pen-
(atench, ghonld hear the preaching of the last Prophet,
scttled there and were juined by many Dedouins of the
neighbourhood who conformed to the law of Moses. Ibn
Shaybah also informs us that when Moses and Aaron
were wending northwards from Meccah, they, being in
fear of certain Jews settled at 151 Medinah, did not enter
the city §, but pitched their tents on Mount Qhod.  Aaron
being about to die, Moses dug his tomb, and said,

* Of this name M. C. de Perceval remarks, ¢ Lo mot Arcam &tait nne
désignation commune A tous ces rois.”  Ilc identifics it with Reken (Num-

bers xxxi. 8.), onc of the kings of the Midianites; and recognises in the

preservation of the royal youth the history of Agag and Samucl.

1 And some most ignorantly add, “ after tho entranco of Moses into the
Promised Tand.”

1 In thoso dayz, wo are told, the Jews, abandoning their original settle-
ment in El Ghabbah or the low lands to the N. of the town, migrated ta
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“ Brother, thine hour is come! turn thy face to tho next
world[”  Auron entered the grave, lay at full length, and
immediately expired, upon which the Jewish lawgiver
covered him with earth, and went his way towards the
Promised Land.* Abu Hurayrah asserted that the Beni
Israel, after long searcling, scttled in El Medinah, because,
when driven from Palestine by the invasion of Bukht el
Naosr (Nebuehadnezzar), they found in their books that
the last Prophet would manifest himselt in a town of the
towns of Avabiyaht, called Zat Nakhl, or the « place of
palm trees.” Some of the sons of Aaron occupied the
city ; other tribes settled at Khaybar}, and in the neigh-
bourhood, building ¢ Utum,” or square, flat-roofed, stone

the highest portions of the Medinah plain on the S. and E., and the lands
in the ncighbourhoml of the I ubu mosque.

* When deseribing Ohod, I shall have occasion to allude to Aaron's
dome, which occupies the highest part. TFew authoritics, however, believo
that Aaron was buried there; his grave, under a small stone cupola, is
shown over the summit of Mouut Hor, in the Sinaitic Peninsula, and is
much visited by devotees.

1 It must be remembered that many of the Moslem geographers derive
the word “Arubin” from a tract of land in the neighbourhoud of Ll
Medinah.

1 Khaybar in ITebrew is supposed to signify a castle. D'Ilerbelot makes
it to mean a paet or assoviation of the Jews agninst the Moslems,

This fort appears to have been one of the latest wy well us the carlicst of
the Hebrew scttlements in Il Hejuz,  Benjamin of Tudela asserts that thero
were 50,000 Jews resident at their old colony. Bartema in A.p. 1703 found
remnaunts of the people there, but his account of them is disfigured by fable,
Tu Nicbulw’s time the Beni Khaybav had independent Shaykhs, and were
divided into three tribes, viz. : the Beni Masad, the Beni Shaban, and the
Beni Anizah (this latter, however, is o Moslem name), who were isolated
and hated by the other Jews, and therefore the traveller sapposes them to
have been Karaites. In Bovekbardt’s day the race secems to have been
cntirely rooted out. I made many inquirics, and all assured me that there
i3 not a single Jewish finnily now in Khaybar, It is indecd the popular
bonst in 10l Hejaz, that, with the exception of Jedduh (and perhaps Yamba),
where the Prophct never st his foot), there is not a town in the country
harbouring an Infidel,  This has now become a point of fanatic honor ; but
it history may be trusted, it has hecome so only Jately.
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astles for habitation and defence.  They left an order to
their descendants that Mohamnmed should be fuvourably
received, but Allah hardened their hearts unto their own
destruction. Like asses they turned their backs upon
Allal’s mercy*, and the consequence is, that they have
been rooted out of the land.  The Tarikh Tabari declarcs
that when Bukht el Nasrt, after destroying Jerusalem,
attacked and slew the king of Egypt, who had given an
asylum to a remnant of the house of Israel, the persecuted
fugitives made their way into El Hejaz, settled near
Yasrib (El Medinah), where they founded scveral towns,
Khaybar, Fadak, Wady cl Subu, Wady el Kura, Kuray-
zal, and many others. It appears, then, by the concur-
rence of historians, that the Jews at an early time either
colonised or supplanted the Amalik at EI Medinah.

At length the Israclites fell away from the worship of
the one God, who raised up against them the Arab tribes
of Aus and Khazraj, the progenitors of the modern Ausar.
Both these tribes claimed a kindred origin, and Yemen as
the land of their nativity. The circumstances of their
cmigration are thus described. The descendants of Yarab
bin Kahtan bin Shalik bin Arfakhshad bin Sam bin Nub,
kinsmen to the Amalik, inhabited in prosperity the land
of Saba.j Their sway extended two months’ journey
from the dyke of Mareb§, near the modern capital of

* When the Arabs see the ass tnrn tail to the wind and rain, they
exclaim, “ Lot he tirncth his back uwpon the merey of Allah!”

1 M. C. de Perceval quotes Judith, it. 13. 26. and Jeremiah, xlix, 28, to
prove that IHolofernes, the general of Nebuchiadnezzar the 1st, laid waste
the land of Midian and other parts of Northern Arabia.

{ Saba in Southern Arabia.

§ The erection of this dyke is variounsly attributed to Lukman the Eldcr
(of the tribe of Ad) and to Saba bin Yashjab. It burst, according to rome,
benenth the weight of a flood; nccording to others, it was miraculously
undermined by rats. A learned Indinn Shaykh has mistnken the Arabic
word “Jurnd,” a large kind of mouse or rat, for . Jarnd,” a locust, and
ho makes the wall to have sunk wnder a “bar i Malakh,” or weight of
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Yemen, as far as Syria, and incredible tales are told of
their hospitality and the fertility of their land. As usual,
their hearts were perverted by prosperity. They begged
Allah to rclieve them from the troubles of extended
empire and the dutics of hospitality by diminishing their
possessions.  The consequence of their impious suppli-
cations was the well-known flood of Irem. The chief of
the descendauts of Kahtan bin Saba, one of the ruling
funilies in Yemen, was one Awir bin Amin Ma-el-Sana®,
called 11 Muzay haih ” fronn his resding in picees every
garment onee worn,  His wile Tarikah Himyariah, being
skilled in divination, forcsaw the fatal event, and warned
her husband, who, unwilling to break from his tribe with-
out an cxcuse, contrived the following stratagem. Ile
privily ordered his adopted son, an orphan, to dispute
with him, and strike him in the face at a feast composed
of the principal persons in the kingdowm. The disgrace of
such a scene afforded him a pretext for sclling off his pro-
perty, and, followed by his thirteen sons,—all borne to
him by his wife Tarikal,—and others of the tribe, Amr
emigrated northwards.  The little party, thus preserved
from the Yemenian deluge, was destined by Allah to be-
come the forefuthers of the Auxiliaries of his chosen
Prophet.  All the childeen of Amr dispersed into different
parts of Arabia. 1lis eldest son, Salabalh bin Amv, chose
131 Tlcjaz, scttled at K1 Medinahy, then in the hands of the
impious Beni Isracl, and beeame the father of the Aus

locusts!  No event is more celebrated in the history of pagan Arabia than
this, or more trustworthy, despite the exaggeration of the details — the
dyke is said to have been 4 miles long by 4 broad — und the fanastic war-
vels which are suid to have nccompanied its bursting. The ruins have
lately been visited by M. Arnaund, o French craveller, who connumnicated
his discovery to the I'rench Asiatic Society in 1845,

* Ma cl Samna, “the water (or ¢ the splendor”) of heaven,” is, gencrally
speaking, a feminine name amougst the pagan Arabs; possibly it is here
intended as a matronymic.
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and Khazraj. In course of time, the new comers were
made by Allah an instrument of vengeance agninst the
disobedient Jews. Of the latter people the two tribes
Kurayzah and Nazir claimed certain feudal rights (not
unknown to liurope) upon all occasions of Arab marriages.
The Aus and the Khazraj, after enduring this indignity
for a time, at length had recourse to one of their kinsmen,
who, when the family dispersed, had settled in Syria.
Abn Jubaylah, thus summoned, marched an army to El
Medinah, avenged the honor of his blood, and destroyed
the power of the Jews, who from that moment became
Mawali, or clients to the Arabs.

For a time the tribes of Aus and Khazraj, frced from
the common enemy, lived in peace and harmony. At last
they fell into feuds and fought with fratricidal strife, until
the coming of the Prophet cffected a reconciliation between
them. This did not take place, however, before the
Khazraj, at the battle of Buas (about A.D. 615), received
a decided defeat from the Aus.

It is also related, to prove how il Medinah was pre-
destined to a high fate, that nearly three centuries hefore
the sicge of the town by Abu Jubaylah, the Tobba el
Ashgar® marched northward, at the requisition of the
Aus and Khazraj tribes, in order to punish the Jews; or

* This expedition to Kl Medinah is mentioned by all the pre-Islumatic
historiang, but persons and dates are involved in the greatest confusion. Some
authors mention two different expeditions by diflerent ‘Tobbas ; others only
onc, attributing it differently, however, to two ‘Tobbas,— Abu Karb in tho
3rd century of the Christian crn, and Tobba el Asghar, the Inst of that
dynasty, who reigned, according to some, in A.n. 300, according to othera
in A.p. 448. M. C. do Yecrceval places the cvent about A.p. 206, and
asserts that the Aus and Khazraj did not emigrate to El Mcdinah before
A.D. 300.

The word Tobba or Tubba, I have heen informed hy some of the modern
Arabs, is still used in the Ilimyaritic dinlect of Arabic to signify “the
Great” or “the Chief.”
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according to others, at the request of the Jews to revenge
them upon the Aus and Khazraj. After capturing the
town, he left one of his sons to govern it, and marched on
1o conquer Syria and El Irak. Suddenly informed that
the people of 1il1 Medinah had treacherously murdered
their new prince, the exasperated Tobba returned and
attacked the place, and when his horse was killed under
him, he swore that he would never decamp before razing
it to the ground.  Whereupon two Jewish priests, Kaab
and Assayd, weat over o him and informed him that it
was not in the power of man to destroy the town, it being
preserved by Allah, as their books proved, for the refuge
of his Prophet, the descendant of Ishmacl.* The Tobba
Judaized. Tuking 400 of the priests with him he departed
from Kl Medinah, performed pilgrimage to the Kaabah of
Meceah, which he invested with a splendid covoring t,
and, after erecting a house for the expected Prophet, he
returned to his capital in Yemen, where he abolished ido-
latry by the ordeal of fire.  lle treated his priestly guests
with particular attention, and en his death-bed he wrote
the following tetrastich: —
“ T testify of Aluncd that le of a truth
Is a prophet from Allal, the maker of souls,

Be iy age extended into his age,
I would be to him a Wazir and a cousin.”

Then scaling the paper he committed it to the charge
of the Tigh Priest, with a solemn injunction to deliver

* Nothing is more remarkable in the annals of the Arabis than their
cfforts to prove the Ishmaclitic descent of Mobamumed 5 at the same time
no historic question is more opren to doubt.

T If this be true it proves that the Jews of Kl Hejaz had in those days a
superstitious reverence for the Kaabah ; otherwise the Tobba, after con-
forming to the law of Moscs, would not bave shown it this mark of respect.
Morcover there is a legend that the same Rabbis dissuaded the Tobba from
plundering the sacred place when he was treacherously advised so to do by

the Beni Hudayl Arabs.
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the letter, should an opportimity offer, into tho hands of
the great rophet; and that if the day be distant, the
missive should be handed down from generation to gene-
ration till it reached the person to whom it was addressed.
The housc founded by him at J21 Medinah was committed
to a priest of whose descendants was Abu Ayyub the
Ansari, the first person over whose threshold the Prophet
passcd when he ended the flight. Abu Ayyub had also
charge of the Tobba's letter, so that it arrived at its des-
tination,

El Medinah was ever well inclined to Mohammed.*
In the early part of his carcer, the emissaries of a tribe
called the Beni Abd ¢l Ashhal came from that town to
Meceah, in order to make a treaty with the Kuraysh, and
the Prophet seized the opportunity of preaching El Islam
to them. 1Iis words were scconded by Ayyas bin Maaz,
a youth of the tribe, and opposed by the chiefs of the em-
bassy, who, however, returned home without pledging
themselves to either party.t Shortly afterwards a body
of the Aus and the Khaseaj eame to the pilgrimage of
Mecceeah 3 when the DProphet began preaching to them,
they recognised the person so long expected by the Jews,
and sworc to him an oath which is called in Moslem his-
tory the « First Fealty of the Steep.”i After the six
individuals who had thus pledged themselves returned to
their native city, the cvent being duly bruited abroad

* Tt is curious that Abdullah, Mohainmed’s father, died and was buried
at El Medinah, and that his mother Aminah’s tomb is at Abwa, on the
Medinah road. Here, too, his great-grandfather Hashim married Salma el
Mutadalliyah, before him espoused to Uhayhah, of the Aus tribe. Shaybah,
generally called Abd el Muttalib, the Prophet’s grandfather, was the son of
Salmn, nand was bred at El Medinah,

1 Ayyas bin Mauz dicd, it is said, n Moslem.

1 “ Bayat el Akabat cluln!” It is so called becnnse this onth was sworn
at a place ealled Bl Akabah (the Mountain road), near Munn, A Mosque
was afterwards bailt there to commemorate the cvent,

VOL. L : A
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enused such an effect that when the next pilgrimage
scason cane, twelve, or aceording to others forty persons,
led by Asad bin Zararah, accompanied the original con-
verts, and in the same place swore the ¢ Sccond Fealty of
the Steep.” The DProphet dismissed them in company
with one Musab bin Umayr, a Meccan, charged to teach
them the Koran and their religious duties, which in those
times consisted only of prayer and the profession of unity.
They arived at El Medinah on a Friday, and this was
the first day on which the city witnessed the public de-
votions of the Moslemns,  After some persecutions Musab
had the fortune to convert a chief of the Aus, and who
was also a cousin of Asad bin Zararah, one Saad bin
Maaz, whose opposition had been of the fiercest. He
persuaded his tribe, the Beni Abd el Ashlial, to break
their idols and openly to profess Kl Islun,  The next
seagon, Musab having made many converts, some say
seventy, others three hundred, marched from El Medinah
to Mcecah for the pilgrimage, and there induced his fol-
lowers to meet the Prophet at midnight upon the steep
near Muna. Mohammed preached to them their duties
towards Allah and himseclf, especially insisting upon the
necessity of warring down infidelity. They pleaded an-
cient treaties with the Jews of 1i1 Medinah, and showed
apprehension lest the Prophet, after bringing them into
disgrace with their fellows, should desert them and return
to the faith of his kinsmen the Kuraysh. Mohammed
smiling comlorted them with the assurance that he was
with them, body and soul, for ever.  Upon this they
asked him what would be their reward if slain. The
Prophet replied ¢ Gardens “neath which the streans flow ”
~——that is to say, Paradise. Then, in spite of' the advice
of I&1 Abbas, Mohammed’s uncle, who was loud in his
denunciations, they bade the preacher stretch out his
hand, and upon it swove the oath known as the ¢ Great
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Fealty of the Steep.” After comforting them with an
Ayat, or Koranic verse, which promised heaven to them,
Mohammned divided his followers into twelve parties, and
placing a chicf at the head of each®, dismissed them to
their homes. e rejected the offer made by one of the
party — namely, to slay all the idolaters present at the
pilgrimage — saying that Allah had favored him with
no such order. For the same reason he refused their
invitation to visit 151 Medinah, which was the principal
objeet of their misgion, and he then took an affectionate
leave of them.

Two months and a half after the cvents above detailed,
Mohammed reecived the inspived tidings that 151 Medinah
of the Hejaz was his predestined asylum. 1n anticipation
of the order, for as yet the time had not been revealed, he
sent forward his friends, among whom were Omar, Tal-
hah, and Hamzah, retaining with him Abubekrt and Ali.
The particulars of the Flight, that eventful accident to
Il Islam, are too well known to require mention here,
besides which they belong rather to the catcgory of ge-
nerd than of Medinite history.

Mohammed was escorted into Bl Medinah by one Bu-
raydat el Aslami and eighty men of the same tribe, who
had been offered by the Kuraysh 100 camels for the cap-

* Some Moslem writors suppose that Molinmmed singled ont twelve men
ns aposties, and ealled them Nakil, in imitation of the example of onr
Saviour. Other Moslems ignora both the fuct and the intention. M. C. Do
Lerceval gives the niunces of these Nukils in vol. jii. p. 8.

$ Orthodox Moslems do not fail to quote this circumstance in honor of
the first Caliph, upon whom moreover they bestow the title of * Friend of
the Cave.” The Shiahs, on the other hand, hating Abubckr, sce in it a
symptom of treachery, and declare that the Prophet feared to let the “ Old
Ilyena,” ns they opprobriously term the venerable successor, out of his sight
for fear lest ho should act as a spy to the Kuraysh.

The voice of history and of conmon sense is against the Shinhs. M. C,
Do Derceval justly remarks, that Abubckr and Omar were men tenly
worthy of their great predecessor.

z2
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ture of the fugitives. DBut Buraydat, aftcr listening to
their terms, accidentally cntered into conversation with
Mohammed, and no sooner did he hear the name of his in-
terlocutor, than he professed the faith of El Islam. He
then prepared for the Prophet a standard by attaching his
turban to a spear, and anxiously inquired what house was
to be honored by the presence of Allul’s chosen servant.
“ Whichever,” rveplicd Mohammed, ¢ this she-camel® is
ordered to show me.” At the st halting-place, he acei-
dently met some of his disciples vetarning from o trading
voyage to Syria; they dressed him and his companion
Abubekr in white clothing, which it is said caused the
people of Kuba to pay a mistaken reverence to the latter.
The Moslems of El Medinah were in the habit of repairing
cvery morning to the heights near the city, looking out for
the Prophet, and when the sun waxed hot they returned
home. One day, about noon, a Jew, who discovered the
return from afar, suddenly warned the nearest party of
Ansar, or Auxiliarics of 1l Medinah, that the fugitive was
come. They snatched up their arms and hurried from
their houses to meet him. Mohammed’s she-camel ad-
vanced to the centre of the then flourishing town of Kuba.
There she suddenly knelt upon a place that is now con-
scerated ground, and was at that time an open space, be-
longing, it is said, to Ayyub the Ansari, who had a house
here near the abodes of the Beni Amr bin Auf. This

* This animal’s nmne, according to some wis Kl Kaswa (* the tips of
whose ears are cropped ”); according to others El Jadaa (“one mutilated
in the ear, hand, nose, or lip”).  The Proplict bought her for 800 dirhams,
on the day before his flight, from Abubekr, who had fattened two fine
animals of his own breeding. The camel was offered as a gift, but Mohawm-
med insisted upon paying its price, because, say the Moslem casuists, he
being engaged in the work of God would receive no aid from man, Ac-
cording to M. C. de Perceval, the Prophet preached from the back of E)
Kuswa the celebrated pilgrinwge-sermon at Arafat on the 8th March, A, p,
632,
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cvent hapencd on the first day of the week, the twelfth of
the month Rabia ¢l Awwal®, in the first year of the Flight:
for which reason Monday, which also witnessed the birth,
the mission, and the death of the Prophet, is an auspicious
day to El Islam.

After halting two days in the house of Kulsum bin
Iadimah at Kuba, and there lnying the foundation of the
first Mosque, the Prophet was joined by Ali, who had re-
mained at Meceah, {for the purpose of returning certain
trusts and deposits committed to Mohammed’s charge.
He waited three days longer: on Friday morning (the
16th Rabia El Awwal, A, 1. 1—2nd July, A.p. 622),
about sunrise, he mounted his she-camel, and, accompanied
by a throng of armed Ansar on foot and on horseback, he
took the way to the city. At the hour of public prayert,
he halted in the wady or valley near Kuba, upon the spot
where the Masjid el Jumah now stands, performed his
devotions, and preached an eloquent sermon. He then
remounted. Numbers pressed forward to offer him hospi-
tality ; he blessed them, and bade themn stand out of the
way, declaring that 181 Kaswa would halt of her own ac-
cord at the predestined spot. 1lc then advanced to where
the Prophet’s pulpit now stands. There the she-camel

* Tho Prophet i generally supposcd to have started from Meeeah on the
Ist. of the snmoe month, on & Friday or a Monday.  ‘This diserepaney pro-
hably ayises from the fact that Mohammed fled his houso in Meceah on a
Fricny, passed three daya in tho eave on Jebel Saur, and finally Teft it for
El Medinah on Monday, which therefore, according to Moslem divines, was
the first day of the “ Hijrah.” DBnt the ;ra now commences on the 1st of
the previous Muharram, an arrangement made seventeen years after the
date of the flight by Omar the Caliph, with the concurrence of Ali.

1 The distance from Kuba to El Medinah is little more than three miles,
for which six hours— Friday prayers being about noon-—may be consi-
dered an inordinately long time. But our author might urge as a reason
that the multitude of people upon a narrow road rendered the Prophet’s
advance a slow one, and some historians relate that he spent several hours
in conversation with the Beni Salim.

z 3



342 PILGRIMAGE TO EL MEDINAH AND MECCAH.

knelt, and the rider exclaimed, as one inspired, ¢ This is
our place, iff Almighty Allah pleuse!”  Then, descending
from El Kaswa, he recited, “ O Lord, cause me to alight
a good alighting, and thou art the best of those who cause
to alight 1” Presently the camel rose unaided, advanced
a few steps, and then, according to some, returning, sat
down upon her former seat ; according to others, she knelt
at the door of Abu Ayyub el Ansari, whose adode in those
days was the ncarest to the halting-place. The descendant
of the Jewish Iligh Priest in the time of the Tobbas, with
the Prophet’s permission, took the baggage off the camel,
and carried it into his house. Then ensued great rejoicings.
The Abyssinians came and played with their spears. The
maidens of the Beni Najjar tribe sang and beat their kettle-
drums. And all the wives of the Ansar celebrated with
shrill crics of joy the auspicious event; whilst the males,
young and old, freemen and slaves, shouted with effusion,
¢¢ Allah’s Messenger is come! Allah’s Messenger is here !”
Mohammed caused Abu Ayyub and his wife to remove
into the upper story, contenting himself with the hubler
lower rooms,  This was done for the greater convenience
of receiving visitors without troubling the family ; but the
master of the house was thercby rendered uncomfortable
in mind. 1lis various remarks about the Prophet’s diet
and domestic habits, especially his avoiding lecks, onions,
and garlic®, are gravely chronicled by Moslem authors.
After spending seven months, more or less, at the house
of Abu Ayyub, Mohammed, now surrounded by his wives
and family, built close to the Mosque, huts for their re-
ception. The ground was sold to him by Sahal and Suhayl,

* Mohammed ncver would cat these strong smeclling vegetables on
account of his converse with the augels, even as modern “ Spiritualists >
refuse to smoke tobacco ; at the same time he allowed his followers to do
g0, except when appearing in his presence, entering a Mosque, or joining in
public praycrs,
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two orphans of the Deni Nujjac®, o noble family of the
Khazraj.  Some time afterwards one llarisat bin ¢l Nu-
man presented to the Prophet all his houses in the vicinity
of the temple. In those days the habitations of the Arabs
were made of a framework of Jerid or palm sticks, covered
over with a cloth of camel’s hair, a curtain of similar stuff
forming the door. The more splendid had walls of un-
baked brick, and date-leaf roofs plastered over with mud
or clay. Of this description were the abodes of Moham-
med’s family. Most of them were built on the N. and E.
of the Mosque, which had open ground on the western
side; and the doors Iooked towards the place of prayer.
In course of time, all, except Abubckrt and Ali, were
ordered to close their doors, and even Omar was refused
the favour of having a window opening into the temple.
Presently the Jews of 1i Mcdinah, offended by the
conduct of Abdullah bin Salam, their most learned priest
and a descendant from Joseph, who had become a convert
to the Moslem dispensation, began to plot against Mo-
hammed.} They were headed by llajj bin Akhtah, and
his brother Yasir bin Akhtah, and were joined by many of
the Aus and the Khazraj, The events that followed this
combination of the Munafikun, or Hypocrites, under their
chief, Abdullah, belong to the domain of Arabian history.§

* The name of the tribe literally means “ sons of a earpenter ;7 hence
the error of the learned and violent Humphrey Irideanx, corrected by Sule.

t Some say that Abubekr had no abode near the Mosque. But it is
generally agreed upon, that he had many houscs, one in E! Bakia, another
in the higher parts of Il Medinah, and among them a hut on the spot be-
tween tho present gates called Salam and Rahmah,

1 Itis clear from the fact above stated, that in those days the Jews of
Arabia were in a state of excitement, hourly cxpecting the advent of their
Mersinh, and that Mohammed believed himaelf to be the person appointed
to complete the Inw of Moses,

§ In many minor details the above differs from the received necounts of
Tre-islamitic and early Molmmmedan history,  1.et the blwno be horne by
tho learned Shaykh Abd ¢l llakk el Muhaddis of Delhi, aud his compila-
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Mohammed spent the last ten years of his life at Kl Me-
dinah, ITe died on Monday, some say at nine A. M., others
ut noon, the twelfth of Rabia el Awwal in the eleventh
year of the Hijruh. When his family and companions
debated where he should be buried Ali advised El Me-
dinah, and Abubekr, Ayisha’s chamber, quoting a saying
of the deceased that prophets and martyrs are always in-
terred where they happen to die. The Prophet was
buried, it is said, under the bed where he had given up
theghost, by Al nnd the two sons of Abbas, who dug the:
giwve,  With the life of Mohammed the interest of 1l
Medinah ceases, or rather is concentrated in the history of
its temple. Since then the city has passed through the
Liands of the Caliphs, the Sherifs of Meccah, the Sultans
of Constantinople, the Wahhabis, and the Egyptians. Tt
lius now reverted to the Sultan, whose government is be-
ginning to believe that in these days, when religious pres-
tige is of little value, the great Khan’s title, ¢ Servant of
the Ioly Shrines,” is purchased at too high a price.. As
has before been observed, the Turks now struggle for ex-
istence in El Ie¢jaz with a soldiery ever in arrcars, and
officers uncqual to the task of managing an unruly people.
The pensions are but partly paid*, and they are not likely

tion, the “ Jazb el Kulab ila Diyar ¢l Mahbab (the “ Drawing of Hearts
towards the Holy Yarts”). IFrom the maultitude of versions at last comes
correctness,

* A Firman from the Porte, dated 13th February, 1841, provides for the
paying of these pensions regularly,  “It being customary to seud every
year from Egypt provisions in kind to the two holy cities, the provisions
und other articles, whatever they may be, which have up to this time becn
sent to this place, shall continue to be sent thither.” Formerly, the Holy
Land had immense property in Egypt, and indeed in all parts of Il Islam,
About thirty ycars ago, Mohammed Ali Pacha bought up all the Wakf
(church property), agrecing to pay for its produce, which he rated at five
piustres the ardebb, when it was worth three times as much. Even that
was not regularly paid. The Sultan has taken advantage of the present
crisis to put down Wakf in Turkey. The Holy Land therefore will gradu-
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to increase with years. Tt is probably a mere considera-
tion of interest that prevents the people rising en masse,
and reasserting the liberties of their country. And 1 have
heard from authentic sources that the Wahhabis look
forward to the day when a fresh crusade will enable them
to purge the land of its abominations in the shape of silver
and gold.

The Masjid el Nabi, or Prophet's Mosque, is the
sccond in Kl Islam in point of seniority, and the same,
or according to others the first in dignity, ranking with
the Kaabah itself. It is erected around the spot where
the she-camel, El Kaswa, kuclt down by the order of
IHeaven. At that time the land was a palm grove and a
Mirbad, or place where dates are dried. Mohammed,
ordered to erect a place of worship there, sent for the
youths to whom it belonged and certain Ansar, or Auxili-
aries, their guardians; the ground was offered to him in
free gift, but he insisted upon purchasing it, paying
more than its value. Having caused the &soil to be
levelled and the trees to be felled, he Iaid the foundation
of the first Mosque. In those times of primitive sim-
plicity its walls were made of rough stone and unbaked
bricks, and trunks of date-trees supported a palm-stick
roof, concerning® which the Archangel Gabriel delivered
an order that it should not be higher than seven cubits,
the eclevation of Moses’s temple.  All ornament was
strictly forbidden. The Ansar, or men of El Medinah,
and the Muhajirin, or Fugitives from Meceah, carried
the building materials in their arms from the cemetery

ally lose all its land and house property, and will soon be compclled
to depend entirely upon the presents of the pilgrims, and the Sadakah, or
alms, which are still sent to it by the pious Moslems of distant regions, As
might be supposed, both the Mcccans and the Mndani loudly bewail their
hard fates, and by no means approve of the Ikram, the modern succe-
dancum for extensive and regularly paid revenues, At o futnre time, I
shall Tecur to this subject.
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El Bakia, ncar the well of Ayyub, north of the spot
where Ibrahin’s Mosque now stands, and the I’rophet
was to be scen aiding them in their labours, and reciting
for their encouragement,

“ O Allah ! there is no good but the good of futurity,
Then have mercy upon mwy Ausar and Muhajirin 17

The length of this Mosque was fifty-four cubits from
north to south, and sixty-three in breadth, and it was
hemined in by houses on all sides save the western.  Till
the seventeenth month of the new wra the congregation
faced towards the northern wall.  After that time a {resh
revelation turned them in the direction of Meccah—south-
wards: on which occasion the Archangel Gabriel de-
scended and miraculously opened through the hills and
wilds o view of the Kaabah, that there might be no dil=
ficulty in ascevtaining its trae position,

After the capture of Khaybar in A, 1. 7, the Prophet
and his first three successors restored the Mosque, but
Moslem historians do not consider this a second founda-
tion.  Molhaummed laid the first brick, and Abu Iurayraly
declares that he saw Lim carry heaps of building material
piled up to his breast. The Caliphs, cach in the turn of
his succession, placed a brick close to that laid by the
I’rophet, and aided him in raising the walls.  El Tabrani
relates that one of the Ansar had a house adjacent which
Mohammed wished to make part of the place of prayer;
the proprictor was offered in exchange for it a home in
LParadise, which he gently rejected, pleading poverty.
Iis excuse was admitted, and Osman, after purchasing
the place for 10,000 dirhams, gave it to the Prophet on
the long credit originally oflered. This Mosque was a
square of 100 cubits. Like the former building it had
three doors: one on the south side, where the Mihrab
cl Nabawi, or the ¢ Prophet’s niche,” now is; another in
the place of the present Bab el Ralimah, and the third at
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the Bab Osman, now ealled the Gate of Gabricl.  Instead
of a Mihrab or prayer nichc*, a large block of stone
directed the congregation ; at first it was placed against
the northern wall of the Mosque, and it was removed to
the southern when Meccah became the Kiblah. In the
beginning the Prophet, whilst preaching the Khutbah or
Friday sermon, leanecd when fatigued against a post.t
The Mambar {, or pulpit, was the invention of a Medinah
man of the Beni Najjar. It was a wooden frame, two
cubits long by one broad, with three steps, each one span
high ; on the topmost of these the Prophet sat when he

* The prayer-niche and the minaret both date their cxistence from the
days of El Walid, the builder of the third Mosque, At this age of their
empire, the Moslems had travelled far and had scen art in various lands; it
is therefore not withont a shadow of reason that the Hindoos charge them
with having borrowed their two favouritc symbols, and transformed them
into an arch and a tower.

t The Ustawanat ¢l Hannanah, or * weeping-post.” Sce Chapter XVI.

$ As usual, there are doubts about the invention of this article. 1t was
covered with cloth by the Caliph Osman, or, as others say, by El Muawiyah,
whao, deterred by n solar cclipse from earrying out his project of removing
it to Daunaseus, placed it upon & new framework, clevated six steps abovo
the ground. El Mahdi wished to raise the Mambar six steps higher, but
was forbidden so to do by the Imam Malik. The Abbasides changed the
pulpit, and converted the Prophet’s original seat into combs, which were
preserved as relics.  Some historians declare that the original Mambar was
burnt with the Mosque in A. 1 654. InIbn Jubayr’s time (A. m. 580), it
was enustomary for visitors to place their right hands upon a bit of old woods
inserted into ono of the pillars of the pulpit; this was supposed to be 8 rem-
nant of the “ weeping-post.,”  Kvery Sultan added some ornament to tho
Mambar, and at one timoe it was made of white marble, covered over with a
dome of the “ eight metals.,” It is now a handsome structure, apparently
of wood, painted and gilt of the usual elegant form, which has been com-
pared by some travellers with the suggesta of Roman Catholie churches,

I have been explicit about this pulpit, hoping that, next time the knotty
(question of Apostolic seats comnes upon the tapis, our popular authors will
not confuund a Curule chair with & Moslem Mambar. Of the latter article,
Lane (Mod. Egyptians, chap, 3.) gave a skotch in the *“Interior of a
Mosque.”
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required rest. The pulpit assumed its present form about
A. 1 90, during the artistic reign of El Walid.

In this Mosque Mohanmed spent the greater part of
the day* with his companions, conversing, instructing, and
comforting the poor. Ilard by were the abodes of his
wives, his family, and his principal fricnds. 1Tere he
prayed, hearkening to the Azan, or devotion-call, from the
roof. Ilcre he received worldly envoys and embassies, and
the heavenly messages conveyed by the Archangel Ga-
brick.  And within a few yards of the hallowed spot, he
died, and found, it is supposed, a grave.

The theatre of events so important to El Islam could not
be allowed — especially as no divine decree forbade the
change —to remain in its pristine lowliness. The first
Caliph contented himsell with merely restoring some ol
the palm pillars, which had fallen to the ground: Omar,
the second successor, surrounded the 1lujrah, or Ayisha’s
chamber, in which the Prophet was buried, with a mud
wall; and in A.11. 17, he enlarged the Mosque to 140
cubits by 120, taking in ground on all sides except the
eastern, where stood the abodes of the ¢ Mothers of the
Moslems.”t  Outside the northern wall he erected a
Suffuh, called Kl Batha — a raised bench of wood, carth,
or stone, upon which the people might recreate themselves
with conversation and quoting poctry, for the Mosque
was now becoming a place of peculiar reverence to men.}

* The Prophct is said to have had a dwelling-house in the Ambariyah, or
the western quarter of the Munakhali suburb, and here, aceording to some,
he ludged Mariyah, the Coptic girl.  As pilgrims do not usually visit the
place, and nothing of the orviginal building can be now remaining, I did not
trouble myself about it.

1 Mecaning the Prophet’s fifteen wives. It was this title after the Koranic
order (chap, 33. v. 53.) which rendered their widowhood eternal ; no Arab
would willingly marry a woman whom he has called mother or sister.

1 Authors mention a place outside the northeru wall called El Suffal»
which was assigned by Mohummed as a habitation to houscless believers;
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The sccond Musjid was erccted A.1 29, by the third
Caliph, Osman, who regardless of the clamors of the
people, overthrew the old one and extended the building
greatly towards the north, and a little towards the west;
but he did not remove the eastern limit on account of the
private houses. IHe made the roof of Indian teak®, and
erected walls of hewn and carved stone. These innova-
tions caused some excitement, which he allayed by quoting
a tradition of the Prophet, with onc of which he appears
perpetually to have been prepared. The saying in ques-
tion was, according to some, * Were this my Mosque ex-
tended to Safat, it verily would still be my Mosque ;”
according to others, “ Were the I’rophets Mosque ex-
tended to Zu’'l Halifahi, it would still be his.,” But Os-
man’s ekill in the quotation of tradition did not prevent the
new building being in part a canse of his death. Tt was
finished on the 1st Muharram, A. 11 30,

At length, El Islam, grown splendid and powerful, de-
termined to surpass other nations in the magnificence of its
public buildings. In A. 11, 88, Fl Walid§ the First,
twellth Caliph of the Beni Ummayah race, after building
the noble “Jami el Ammawiyah” (cathedral of the Om-
miades) at Damascus, determined to display his liberality

from which circumstance these paupers derived the title of Ashab ¢l Suffah,
“ Companions of the Sofn.”

* So I translate the Arnbicised word “ S4j.”

1 A hill in Mcceah,

1 A place about five miles from El Modinah, on the Meccan way. Sce
Chap. X1V,

§ It is to this monarch that the Saracenic mosque-architecture mainly
owes its present form. As will be secn, he had every advantage of {borrow-
ing from Christian, Persian, and even Indian art. From the first he took
the dome, from the second the cloister — it might have been naturalised in
Artabin hefore his time—and porsibly from the third the minaret and the
prayer-niche.  The Intter appears to bo a peenliarly Hindu fenture in snered
buildings, intended to contnin the idol, and to support the lnnps, flowers,
and other offerings plnced before it.
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at El Medinah. The governor of the place, Umar bin
Abd-cl-Aziz, was directed to buy for 7000 Dinars all the
hovels of raw brick that hedgod in the enstern side of the
old Mosque. They were inhabited by descendants of' the
Prophet and of the early Caliphs, and in more than one
case, the ejection of the holy tenantry was effected with
considerable difficulty. Some of the women — ever the
most obstinate on such occasions —refused to take money,
and Unmar was forced to the objectionable mensure of
turning them out of doors with exposed faces® in full day.
The Greek KEmperor, applied to by the magnificent Ca-
liph, scnt immense presents, silver lamp chains, valuable
curiositiest, forty loads of small cut stones for pietra~dura,
and a sum of 80,000 Dinars, or, as others say, 40,000
Miskals of gold. IIe also despatched forty Coptic and
forty Greck artists to carve the marble pillars and the
casings of the walls, and to superintend the gilding and the
mosaic work. One of these Christians was beheaded for
sculpturing a hog on the Kiblah wall, and another, in an
attempt to defile the roof, fell to the ground, and his brains
were dashed out. The remainder apostatized, but this did
not prevent the older Arabs murmuring that their Mosque
had been turned into a Kanisah.i The Hujrah, or
chamber, where, by Mohammed’s permission, Azrael, the
Angel of Death, separated his soul from his body, whilst

* The reader will remember that in the sixth year of the Ilijral, after
Mohammed's marriage with Zaynab, his wives were secluded behind the
Iijab, Pardch, or curtain. A verse of the Koran directed the Moslems: to
converse with them behind this veil.  Hence the general praciice of 151
Islam: now it is considered highly disgraceful in any Moslem to make a
Moslemah expose her face, and she will frequently found a threat upon the
prejudice. A battle has been prevented by this means, und veeasionally an
insurrcction has been caused by it.

1 Awmongst which some authors enumerate the goblet and the mirror of
Kisra.

1 A Christian church,
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his head was lying in the lap of Ayisha, his favourite wife,
was now for the first time taken into the Mosque. 'The
raw-brick enceinte* which surrounded the three graves
was cxchanged for one of carved stone, enclosed by an
outer precinet with a narrow passage between.t These
double walls were either without a door, or had only a
small blocked-up wicket on the northern side, and from
that day (A. 1. 90), no one, says Iil Samanhudi, has been
able to approach the sepulchre.t A minaret was crected
at each corner of the Mosque.§ The building was en-
larged to 200 cubits by 167, and was finished in A. 1. 91.
When L2l Walid, the Caliph, visited it in state, he inquired
of his licutenant why greater magnificence had not been
displayed in the ercction; upon which Umar informed
him, to his astonishment, that the walls alone had cost
45,000 Dinars. |

* The outer wall, built by El Walid, remained till A. i1. 550, when Jemal
cl Din of Isfahan, Wazir to Nur el Din Shahid Mahmud bin Zangi, supplied
its place by a grating of open sandal woodwork, or, as others zay, of iron,
About the same time, Sayyid Abu 1 Hayja sent from Egypt a sheet of
white broeade, embroiderced in red silk with the chapter Y. S, in order to
cover the inner wall. This was mounted on the accession of El Mustazi
Billah, the Caliph, after which it became the custom for every Sultan
to renew the offering. And in A. x. 688, Kalaun of Egypt built the outer
network of brass as it now is, and snrnounted it with the Green Dome.

1+ The inner wall, crected by Fl Walid, scems to have resisted the fire
which in A, . 654 burnt the Mosque to the ground,  Also, in A, 11, 8R6,
when the building was consmmedl by lightning, the Tlojrad was spaced by
the devonring element,

1 After the Prophet’s death and burial, Ayishn continued to occupy tho
fanc room, without even a curtain between her and the tomb. At last,
vexed by the crowds of visitors, she partitioned off the hallowed spot with a
wall. She visited the grave unveiled as long as her father Abubekr only
was placed behind the Prophet; but when Omar’s corpse was added, she
always covered her face.

§ Onc of these, the minaret at the Bab-cl-Salam, was soon afterwards
overthrown by El Walid's brother Snlayman, because it shaded the house of
Merwan, where he lodged during his visit to El Medinah in the cold season.

I The Dinar (denarius) was a gold piece, a ducat, a sequin.
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The fourth Mosque was crected in A. m. 191, by El
Mechdi, thivd prinee of the Beni Abbas or Baghdud Culiphs
— celebrated in history only for spending cnormous sus
upon a pilgrimage. Ile enlarged the building by adding
ten handsome pillars of carved marble, with gilt capitals,
on the northern side. In A.m. 202, El Maamun made
further additions to this Mosque. It was from El Mehdi’s
Masjid that El Ilakim bamr Illah, the third Fatimite
Caliph of Egypt, and the deity of the Druse sect, deter-
wined to steal the bodies of the Prophet and his two com-
panions.  About A.11 412, he sent cmissarics to 1l
Medinah: the attempt, however, failed, and the would-be
violators of the tomb lost their lives. It is generally sup-
posed that El ITakim’s object was to transfer the Visitation
to his own capital; but in one so manifestly insane it is
diflicult to discover the spring of action.  I'wo Christians,
Liabited like Maghrabi pilgrims, in A. 1. 650, dug a wine
from a ncighbouring house into the temple. They were
discovered, belicaded, and burned to ashes. In relating
these events the Moslem istorians mix up many foolish
preternaturalisms with credible matter. At last, to pre-
vent a recurrence of such sacrilegious attempts, K1 Malik
¢l Adil Nur ¢l Din of the Baharite Mamluk Sultans, or,
according to others, Sultan Nur el Din Shahid Mahmud
bin Zangi, who, warned by a vision of the Prophet, had
started for 1il Medinah only in time to discover the two
Christians, surrounded the holy place with a deep trench
filled with molten lead. By this means Abubekr and Omar,
who had run considerable risks of their own, have ever since
been enabled to occupy their last homes undisturbed.

In a. 1. 654, the fiftth Mosque was erected in con-
sequence of a fire, which some authors attribute to a vol-
cano that broke out close to the town in terrible eruption *;

* | purpose to touch upon this event in a future chapter, when describing
my route from El Bledinah to Mecoh.




HISTORY OF THE MOSQUE’S PROSPERITY. 353

others, with more fanaticism and less probability, to the
schismatic Beni IHusayn, then the guardians of the tomnb.
On this occasion the Hujrah was saved, together with the
old and vencrable copies of the Koran there deposited,
especially the Cufic MSS., written by Osman, the third
Caliph.  The piety of three sovercigns, K1 Mustasim (last
Caliph of Baghdad), E1 Muzaffar Shems ¢l Din Yusuf,
chicf of Yemen, and Kl Zahir Beybars, Baharite Sultan
of ligypt, completed the work in A. 1. 688. This building
was cnlarged and beautified by the princes of Egypt, and
lasted upwards of 200 years.

The sixth Mosque was built, almost as it now stands,
by Kaid Bey, nincteenth Sultan of the Circassian Mamluk
kings of Egypt, in A. 5. 888. El Mustasim’s mosque had
been struck by lightning during a storm; thirteen men
were killed at prayers, and the destroying element spared
nothing but the interior of the Hujrah.* The railing and
dome were restored ; niches and a pulpit were sent from
Cairo, and the gates and minarets were distributed as they
arc now. Not content with this, Kaid Bey eatablished
“ Wak(-” (bequesta) and pensions, and introduced order
among the attendants on the tomb. In the teath century,
Sultan Sulayman the Magnificent paved with fine white
wmarble the Rauzah or garden, which Kaid Bey, not daring
to alter, had left of earth, and crected the fine minarct
that bears his name.  During the dominion of the later
Sultans, and of Mohammed Ali, a few trifling presents, of
lamps, carpets, wax candles and chandelicrs, and a few
immaterial alterations, have been made. The present
head of El Islam is, as I have before said, rcbuilding

* «On this occasion,” says El Samanhudi, quoted by Burckhardt, * the
interior of the Hujrah was clearcd, and three deep graves were found in
the inside, fnll of rabbish, but the anthor of this history, who himself entered
it, snw no traces of tombs.” Yet in another place he, an cye-witness, had de-
clared that the coflin containing the dust of Mohammed was cased with silver,
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onc of the minarcts and the northern colonnade of the
temple.

Such is the history of the Mosque’s prosperity.

During the siege of 151 Medinah by the Wahliabis *,
the principal people scized and divided amongst themselves
the treasures of the tomb, which must have Leen con-
siderable. 'When the town surrendered, Saud, accompa-
nied by his principal officers, entered the Hujrah, but,
terrificd by dreams, he did not penctrate behind the cur-
tain, or attempt to sce the tomb. e plundered, how-
ever, the treusures in the passage, the « Kaukab ¢l Durri,” $
and the ornaments sent as presents from every part of Il
Islam. Part of these he sold to Ghalib, Sherif of Mcceah,
it is said for 150,000 Riyals; the rest he carricd with
him to Daraiyah, his capital.f An accident prevented
any further desccration of the building. The greedy
Walhabis, allured by the appearance of the golden or gilt
globes and crescents surmounting the green dome, at-
tempted to throw down the latter.  Two of their number,
it is said, were killed by falling from the slippery roof'§,
and the rest, struck by superstitious fears, abandoned the
work of destruction.  They injured, however, the pros-
perity of the place by taxing the inhabitants, by inter-

* Burckhardt has given a full account of this event in his history of the
‘Wahhabis,

1 See Chapter XV

I My predecessor estimates the whole treasury in those days to have
been worth 300,000 Riyals, - a small sum, if we consider the length of time
during which it was accumulating.  The chicfs of the town appropriated
1 ewt. of golden vessels, worth at most 50,000 dollars, and Saud sold part
of the plunder to Ghalib for 100,000 (I was told one-third more), reserving
for Limself abont the swme amount of pearls and corals. Burckhardt suy-
poses that the governors of Kl Medinah, who were often independent chicfs,
and sometimes guardians of the tombs, made occasional draughts upon the
generosity of the Faithful,

§1 inguired in vain about the substance that covered the dome.  Some
told me it was tinfoil; others swpposed it to be revetted with green tiles,
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rupting the annual remittances, and by forbidding visitors
to approach it. They are spoken of with abhorrence by
the people, who quote a peculiarly bad trait in their cha-
racters, namely, that in return for any small religious as-
sistance of prayer or recitation, they werc in the habit of
giving a few grains of gunpowder, or something equally
valuable, instead of ¢ stone-dollars.”*

When Abdullah, son of Saud, had concluded in A. D.
1815 a treaty of peace with Tussun Pacha, the Egyptian
General, the latter bought back trom the townspeople, for
10,000 Riyals, all the golden vessels that had not been
melted down, and restored the treasure to its original
place. This I have heard denied; at the same time it
rests upon credible evidence. Amongst orientals the
cvents of the last generation are usually speaking im-
perfectly remembered, and the Olema are well acquainted
with the history of viciesitudes which took place 1200
years ago, when profoundly ignorant of what their grand-
fathers witnessed. Many incredible tales also I heard
concerning the present wealth of the Ji1 Medinah Mosque:
this must be expected when the exaggeration is considered
likely to confer honor upon the exaggerator.

The establishment attached to the El Medina Mosque
is greatly altered since Burckhardt’s timet, the result of
the increasing influence of the Turkish half-breeds. 1t is
still extensive, beeause in the first place the principle of
divided labor is a favorite smmongst orientals, and secondly
because the sons of the holy cities do naturally desire to
extract as much as they can from the sons of other cities
with the least amount of work. The substance of the

* Tho Bedouin calls a sound dollar “ Kirsh Iajar,” or Riyal Hajar, a
“ stone-dollar.”

t At the same time his nccount is still carefully copied by our popular
and gencral authors, who it is presumed could casily become better ine

formed,
AA2
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following account was given to me by Umar Effendi, and
I compared it with the information of others upon whom
I could rely.

The principal of the Mosque, or Shaykh el Haram, is
no longer a eunuch.®* The present is a Turkish Pacha,
Usman, appointed from Constantinople with a salary of
about 30,000 piasters a month. Ilis Naib or deputy is a
black eunuch, the chicf of the Aghawat {, upon a pay of
5000 piasters.  Tho present principal of this college is
one Tnyfur Agha, o slave of Fann Sultanah, sister to the
Iate Sultan Mahmud.  The chief treasurer is called the
Mudir el Haram ; he keeps an eye upon the Khaznadar
or treasurer, a eunuch whose salary is 2000 piasters.
The Mustaslim is the chicf of the Khatibs, or writers who
sctile the accounts of the Mosque; his pay is 1500, and
under him is a Nakib or assistant upon 1000 pinsters.
There are three Shaykhs of the eunuchs, who receive
from 700 to 1000 piasters a month each. The eunuchs,
about 120 in number, are divided into three orders. The

¢ The Persians in remote times, as we learn from Herodotus (lib. 6.),
were waited upon by eunuchs, and some attribute to them the invention.
Ammianus Marcellinus (lib. 14.) aseribes the origin to Sciniramis. In El
Islam, the cmployment of such persons about the wosque is a ¢ Bidaah” or
enstom unknown in the time of the Prophet. Tt is said to have arvisen from
the following three cousiderations: These people are concentrated in their
professions: They must see and touch strange women at the shrines; and,
The shrines are * Haram,” or sacred, having adyta which are kept sceret
from the prying cyes of men, and, thercfove, should be served by ennuchs.
It is strange that the Roman Catholic chureh, as well as the Moslem Mosque,
should have admitted such an abomination, :

t Onc of these gentry, it called “ Tawashi,”—his generic name,—wonld
certainly insule o stranger.  The polite form of address to one of them is
“ Agha”— Muaster —in the plural, “ Aghawat.” In partibus, they exact
the greatest respect fromn men, and the sitle of the Eunuch of the Tomb is
worth a considerable sum to themn. The eunuchs of El Medinah are more
numerous and better paid than those of Mcceah: they are generally the
slaves of rich men at Coustantinople, and prefer this city on account of its
climate,
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Bawwabin, or porters, open the doors of the Mosque.
T'he Khubziyah sweep the purer parts of the temple, and
the lowest order, popularly called * Battalin,” clean away
all impurities, beat those found sleeping, and act as
beadles, a duty here which involves considerable use of
the cane. These men reccive as perquisites presents from
each visitor when they offer him the usual congratulation,
and for other small favours, such as permitting strangers
to light the lamps *, or to sweep the floor. Their pay
varies from 250 to 500 piasters a month: thcy are looked
upon as honorable men, and are generally speaking mar-
ricd, some of them indulging in three or four wives,
which would have aroused Juvenal’s bile. The Agha's
character is curious and exceptional as his outward con-
formation.  Disconnected with humanity, he is crucl,
fierce, brave, and capable of any villany. Ilis frame is
unnaturally long and lean, especially the arms and legs,
with high shoulders, protruding joints, and a face by con-
trast extraordinarily large; he is nnusually expert in the
nse of weapons, and rides to adiniration, his hoarse thick
voice investing him with all the circumstance of com-
mand.

Besides the cunuchs there are a number of free ser-
vants, called Farrashin, attached to the Mosque; al-
most all the middle and lower class of eitizens helong to
the order.  They are divided into partics of thirty cach,
and are changed cvery week, those on duty receiving a
Gbazi, or twenty-two piasters, for their services. Their
business is to dust, and spread the carpets, put. oil and
wicks into the lamps which the eunuchs let down from
the ceiling, and, generally speaking, do nothing.

Finally, the menial establishment of the Mosque con-

* The “Sons of the City,” however, are always allowed to do such
scrvice gratis 3 if, indecd, they are not paid for it.,
AA3
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sists of a Shaykh ¢l Sakka (chicf of the water carriers),
under whom are from forty-five to fifty men who sprinkle
the floors, water the garden, and, for a consideration,
gupply a cupful of brackish liquid to visitors.

The literary establishment is even more extensive than
the executive and the menial. There is a Kazi, or chief
judge sent every year from Constantinople. After twelve
months at 151 Medinah he passes on to Meccal, and re-
turns home after a similar terin of service in the second
Itoly city.  Under him arc three Muftis *, of the 1anafi,
the Shafei, and the Maliki schools; — the fourth, or
Ilanbali, is not represented here or at Cairot ; — each of
these officers receives as pay about 250 piasters a month.
The Ruasa}, as the Muezzins here call themselves, are
extensively represented; theve are forty-cight or forty-
nine of the lowest order, presided over by six Kubar or
Masters, and these again are under the Shaykh el Ruasa,
who alone has the privilege of calling to prayers from the

taisiyah minaret.  The Shaykh receives 150 piasters, the
chicls about 100, and the common eriers sixty ; there are
forty-five Khatibs, who preach and pray before the con-
gregation on Fridays for 120 piasters a month ; they are
under the Shaykh el Xhutaba.  About the same sum is
given to seventy-five Imams, who recite the five ordinary

* Others told me that there were only two Muftis at Bl Medinah, namely,
those of the Hanali and Shafei schools. 1 this be true, it proves the insig-
uiticance of the followers of Malik, which personage, like others, is less
known in his own town than clsewhere,

t The ILmbali school is nowhere common exceept in Nejd, and the
lands castward as fur as El Husa, At present it labours under a sort of
Iniputation, being supposed to have thrown out a bud offshoot, the Wala-
habis,

T “Ruasa” is the plural of Rais, a chicf or president. It is the term
generally applied in Arabia to the eaptain of a vessel, and in Bl Yemen it
often means o bavber, - victue, 1 presmng, of its root — Ras, the head,
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prayers of every day in the Mosque; the Shaykh el
Aimmat is their superior.”

Almost all the citizens of El Medinah who have not
some official charge about the temple qualify themselves
to act as Muzawwirs. They begin as boys to learn the
formula of prayer, and the conducting of visitors, and
partly by begging, partly by boldness, they often pick up
a tolerable livelihood at an early age. The Muzawwir
will often receive strangers into his house, as was done to
me, and direct their devotions during the whole time of
their stay. For this he requires a sum of money pro-
portioned to his guests’ circumstances, but this fee does
not end the connexion, If the Muzawwir visit the home
of his Zair, he expects to be treated with the utmost hos-
pitality, and to depart with a handsome present. A reli-
gious visitor will often transmit to his cicerone at Meccah
and at El Medinah yearly sums to purchase for himself a
mass at the Kaabah and the Prophet’s Tomb. The
remittance is usually wrapped up in paper, and placed in
a scaled leathern bag, somewhat like a portfolio, upon
which is worked the name of the person entitled to
receive it. It is then placed in charge either of a trust-
worthy pilgrim, or of the public treasurer, who accom-
panies the principal caravans.

I could procure no exact information about the amount
of moncy forwarded every ycar from Constantinople and
Cairo to El Medinah; the only point upon which men
seemed to agree was that they were defrauded of half
their dues. When the Sadaka and Aukaf (the alms and
bequests) arrive at the town, they are committed by the
Surrah, or financier of the caravan, to the Muftis, the

* Some say that tho Egyptinn distinction between the Imam Khatib and
the Imam Ratib does not obtain at 1il Medinah,
AA4
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chief of the Khatibs, and the Kazi’s clerk. These officers
form a committee, and after reckoning the total of the
familics entitled to pensions, divide the money amongst
themn, according to the number in each household, and the
rank of the pensioners. They are divided into five orders.

The Olema, or learned, and the Mudarrisin, who pro-
fess, lecture, or teach adults in the Haram.

The Imams and Khatibs,

The descendants of the Prophet.

The Fukaha, poor divines, who teach boys to read the
Koran : — pedagogues, gerund-grinders.

The Awam, or nobile vulgus of the Holy City, including
the Ahali, or burghers of the town, and the Mujawirin, or
those settled in the place.

Umar Lffendi belonged to the second order, and he
informed me that his share varied from three to fifteen
Riyals per annum.
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CHAP. XVIIL
EL MEDINATL

Ir is equally diflicult to define politically or geographi-
cally, the limits of El Hejnz. 'Whilst some authors (as
Abulfeda®,) fix its northern fronticr at Aylah and the
Desert, making Yemen its southern limit, others include
in it only the tract of land lying between Meccah and
Ll Medinah.  As the country has no natural boundaries,
and its political limits change with every gencration, per-
haps the. best distribution of its frontier would be that
which includes all the properly called Iloly Land, making
Yambu the northern and Jeddah the southern extremes,
while a line drawn through El Medinah, Suwayrkiyah,
and Jebel Kora, the mountain of Taif, might represent its
castern boundary. Thus 1l Ilcjaz would be an irregular
parallelogram, about 250 miles in length, with a maximum
breadth of 150 miles. Two meanings are assigned to the
name of this region; according to most authorities, it
means the ¢ Separator,” the ¢ Barrier,” between Nejd and
T'chamah, or, according to others, between Yemen and
Syria; according to others, the * colligated,” (by moun-
taina). It is to be observed that the people of the country,
cspecially the Bedouins, distinguish the lowlands from

* To tho cast he limits El Icjaz by Yemamah, Ncjd, and the Syrian
descrt, and to the west by the Red Sen. The Grecks, not without reason,
included it in their Arabia Petrea.  Nicbuhr places the scuthern boundnry
at IIal, a litle town south of Kunfudah (Gonfoda). Captain Head
(fourney from India to Furope) makes the village 121 Kasr, opposite the
Island of Kotambul, the limit of El 1lcjaz to the south.
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the high regions by different names; the former are called
I'chamat el 1 cjaz — the sea-coast of Kl 1cjuz, as we should
say in India, * below the Ghauts;” the latter is known
peculiarly as El Hejaz.

Medinat el Nabi, the Prophet’s City, or, as it is usually
called for brevity, El Medinah, the City, is situated on the
borders of Nejd, upon the vast plateau of high land which
forms central Arabia. The limits of the sanctuary called
the Hudud cl Haram, as defined by the Prophet, may still
serve to mark out the city’s plain.  Northwards, at n dis-
tance of about three miles, is Jebel Ohod, or, according to
others, Jebel Saur, a hill somewhat beyond Ohod; these
are the last ribs of the vast primitive and granitic chine
that, extending from Lcbanon to near Aden, and from
Aden again to Museat, fringes the Arabian trapezium.
To the S.W. the plain is bounded by ridges of scorinceous
basalt, and by a buttress of rock called Jebel Ayr, like
Ohod, about thrce miles distant from the town. West-
ward, according to some authors, is the Mosque Zu'l
ITalifah.  On the cast there are no natural landmarks, or
even artificial, like the ¢ Alamayn” at Meccah; an ima-
ginary line, therefore, is drawn, forming an irregular
circle, of which the town is the centre, with a diameter of
from ten to twelve miles. Such is the sanctuary.* Geo-

* Within the sanctuary all Muharramat, or sins, are forbidden; but the
several schools advocate different degrees of strictness.  The Imam Malik,
for instance, allows no Latvine nearer to 161 Medinah than Jebel Ayr, a0 dis-
tance of ubout three miles. Ile also forbids slaying wild animals, but at the
smnc time he specifies no punishment for the offence.  Some do not allow
the felling of trees, alleging that the Prophet enjoined their preservation as
an ormament to the city, and a pleasure o visitors, 11 Khattabi, on the
contrary, permits peuple to cut wood, and this is certainly the genceral
practice. All authors strenuously forbid within the boundaries slaying man
(except invaders, infidels, and the sacrilegious), drinking spirits, and lcading
an immoral life.

Ag regards the dignity of the sanctuary, there is but one opinion; a
nuiber of Hadis testify o We hwonor, pravws W yeople,and thrcaten dreadful
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graphiceally congidered, the plain is hbounded, on the east,
by a thin linc of low dark hills, traversed by the Darb el
Sharki, or the *“ Eastern road,” through Nejd to Meccah:
southwards, the plateau is open, and almost perfectly level
as far as the eye can see.

El Medinah dates its origin doubtless from ancient
times, and the cause of its prosperity is evident in the
abundant supply of a necesrary generally gearee in Arabia.
The formation of the plateau is in some places salt eand,
but usually a white chalk, and a loamy clay, which even
by the roughest manipulation makes tolerable bricks.
Lime also abounds. The town is situated upon a gently
shelving part of the plain, the lowest portion of which,
to judge from the watcr-shed, is at the southern base of
Mount Ohod, henee called El Safilah, and the highest at
the Awali, or plaing about Kuba, and the East. The
southern and south-castern walls of the suburb are some-
times carried away by violent ¢ Sayl,” or torrents, which,
after rain, sweep down from the western as well as from
the castern highlands.  The water-shied is toward some
lowlands in the northern and western hills, a little beyond

Mount Ohod, and called Xl Ghabbah. 'Ihis basin receives

things to those who injure it or them, It is certnin that on the lnst day,
the Prophet will intereede for, and aid, all those who dic and are buried, at
El Medinal,  ‘Therefore, the Imam Malik made but one pilgrimagoe to
Mccceah, fenring to leave his bones in any other cemetery but Il Bakia,
There is, however, much debate concerning the comparative sanctity of El
Medinah and Mecccah. Some say Mohammed preferred the former, bless-
ing it as Abraham did Mcccah. Moreover, as a tradition declares that
every man’s body is drawn from tho dust of the ground in which he is
buricd, El Medinah, it is evident, had the honor of supplying materials for
the Prophet’s person.  Others, like Omar, were uncertain in favour of which
city to decide. Others openly nssert the pre-cminence of Meceah; the
general consensus of Kl Islam preferring El Medinah to Mcceah, save only
the Bayt Allah in the Iatter city. This last is a juste-milien view, hy no
menns in favor with the inhabitants of cither place.  In the meanwhile the
Mcceans cluimn unlimited superiority over the Madani; the Madani over tho
Mcccans.
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the drainage of the mountains and the plain, according to
some absorbing it, according to vthers collecting it till of
suflicient volinne to flow oft to the sca. Water is abundant,
though rarcly of good quality. In the days of the Pro-
phet, the Madani consumed the produce of wells, seven of
which are still celebrated by the people.* Historians re-
late that Omar, the second Caliph, provided the town with
drinking-water from the northern parts of the plains by
means of an aqueduct.  The modern city is supplicd by a
source called the Ayn ¢l Zowka or Azure springf, which
arises some say at the foot of Mount Ayr, others, with
greater probability, in the date-groves of Kuba. Its waters
were first brought to El Medinah by Marwan, governor in
IEl Muawiyah’s day. It now flows down a subterrancous
canal, about 30 feet below the surface ; in some places the
waler is expused to the air, and steps lemd to it for the
convenience of the inhabitants — this was the work of
Sultan Sulayman the Magnificent. After passing through
the town it turns to the N. W.—its course being marked
by a line of cireular walls breast high, like the Kariz of

* These seven wells will be noticed in Chapter XIX,

1 I traustate El Zarka ¢ azore,” although Sir G. Wilkinson remarks,
apropos of the Bahr ¢l Azrak, geacrally translated by us the ¢ Blue Nile,””
thut, “ when the Arvabs wish Lo say dark or jet black, they use the word
¢ Azrak.” It is truc that Azrak is olten applied to indeterminate dark hues,
but “ Aswad,” not Azruk, is the opposite to Abyaz, * white.,” Morcover, Ll
Zarka in the feminine is applicd to women with light blue eyes; this would
Le no distinetive appelation if it signified black cyes, the ahuwost universal
color. Zarka of Yeneunah is the name of a eclebrated heroine in Arab
story, and the curious reader, who wishes to sce how much the West is in-
debted to the East, even for the materials of legend, will do well to peruse
her short history in Major Priec’s * Essay,” or M. C. de Perceval’s © Essai,”
&ec., vol i p. 101, Both of these writers, however, assert that Zarka’s Cycs,
when cut out, were found to coutain fibres blackenced by the nse of Kohl,
and attribute to her the invention of this pigcat. 1 have often heawrd the
legend from the Arabs, who declare that she painted her eyes with ¢ Tsmida,™
a yellow metal, of what kind I huve never been able to determine, although
its samne s everywheve hnowa,
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Afghanistan, placed at uncqual distances, and resembling
wells; then it loses itself in the Nakhil or palm-groves.
During my stay at ] Medinah, I always drank this water,
which appeared to me, as the citizens declared it to be,
sweet and wholesome.* There are many wells in the town,
as water is found at about 20 feet below the surface of the
roil, but few of them produce anything fit for drinking,
some being salt, and others bitter. As usnal in the hilly
countries of the Iast, the wide beds and Finmaras, even
in the dry season, will supply the travellers for a day or
two with an abundance of water, filtrated through, and, in
some cases, flowing beneath the sand.

The climate of the plain is celebrated for a long and
comparatively speaking rigorous winter; a popular saying
records the opinion of the Prophet ¢ that he who patiently
endures the cold of El Medinah and the heat of Meceah,
merits a reward in Paradise.” Ice is not scen in the town,
but may frequently be met with, it is said, on Jebel Ohod ;
fires are lighted in the houses during winter, and palsies
attack those who at this season imprudently bathe in cold
water.  The fair complexions of the people prove that this
account of the wintry rigors is not exaggerated. Chilly
and violent winds from the eastern desert are much dreaded,
and though Ohod screens the town on the N. and N. L.
a gap in the mountains to the N. V. fills the air at times
with raw and comfortless blasts.  The rains begin in
October, and last with considerable intervals through the
winter ; the clouds, gathered by the hill-tops and the trecs
near the town, discharge themselves with violence, and at
the equinoxes thunder-storms are common. At such times

* Burckhardt confounds tho Ayn ¢l Zarka with the Bir ¢l Khatim, or
Kuba well, of whose produce the surplus only mixes with it, and he com-
plaing loudly of the “ detestable water of Medinah.,”  But he was ill ot the
time, otherwise he would not have condemned it so strongly after culogising
the salt-bitter produce of the Moccan Zem Zem.
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the Barr el Munakhah, or the ‘open space between the

town and the suburbs, is a sheet of water, and the lad

sbout the south and the south-castern wall of the fuubourg

a pool. Rain, however, is not considered unhealthy here,

and the people, unlike the Meccans and the Cairenes, ex-

pect it with pleasure, because it improves their date-trees

and fruit plantations.* In winter it usually rains at night,

in spring during the morning, and in summer about even~

ing time.  This is the ease thronghout Bl Hejaz, ay ex-

plained by the poct Lebid in these lines, where he deseribes

the desolate site of an old encampment :—

“ It (the place) hath been fertilised by the first spring-showers of the con-
stellations, and hath been swept by

The incessant torrents of the thunder-clouds, falling in heavy and in gentle
ram

From cu:l.n night-cloud, and heavily dropping morning-cloud,

And the even-cloud, whose crashings are re-cchoed from around.”

And the Kuropean reader will observe that the Arabs
generally reckon three seasons, including our autumn in
their summer. The hot weather at El Medinah appeared
to me as extreme as the wintry cold is described to be,
but the air was dry, and the open plain prevented the
faint and stagnant sultriness which distingnishes Meeeah.
Morcover, though the afternoons are close, the nights and
the mornings were cool and dewy. At this season of the
year the citizens sleep on the house-tops, or on the ground
ontside their doors.  Strangers must follow this example
with circumspection 5 the open air is safe in the Desert,
but in cities it causcs, to the unaccustomed, violent colds
and febrile affections.

I collected the following notes upon the diseases and

* The people of Nejd, as Wallin informs us, believe that the more the
palms are watcred, the more syrup will the fruit produce; they, therefore,
inundate the ground as ofter as possible. At Kl Jauf, where the date is
peculiarly good, the trees ure wakered vegaburly every third or fourth day.
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medical treatment of the northern Ilejnz. El Medinah
has been visited four times by the Rih cl Asfar®, or
Cholera Morbus, which is said to have committed great
ravages, sometimes carrying off whole households. In the
Rahmat el Kabirah, the ¢ Great Mercy,” as the worst
attack is piously called, whenever a man vomited, he was
abandoned to his fate ; before that, he was treated with
mint, lime-juice, and copious dranghts of coffce. It is
still the boast of 151 Medinah that the Taun, or plague, has
never passed her frontier.t The Judari, or small-pox,
appears to be indigenous to the countries bordering npon
the Red Sea; we read of it there in the carlicst works of
thc Arabs i, and even to the present day, it sometimes
sweeps through Arabia and the Somali country with deso-
lating violence. In the town of El Medinah it is fatal to
children, many of whom, however, are in these days inocu-
lated § : amongst the Bedouins old men die of it, but adults

* Properly meaning the Yellow Wind ; the antiquity of the word and its
origin aro still disputed.

1 Burckhardt (Travels in Arvabin, vol. 2.) informs ng, that in A.n, 1815,
when Meceah, Yambu, and Jeddah, suffered severely from the plague, 1t
Medinah and the open country between the two scaports escaped.

1 Conjecture, however, goes a little too far when it discovers small-pox
in the Tayr Ababil, the ¢ swallow birds,” which, according to the Koran,
destroyed the host of Abrahat el Ashram. Major Price (Essay) may be
right in making Ababil tho plural of Abilnh, a vesicle ; but it appears to
me that the former is an Arabic and the lntter 0 Persian word, which have
no connexion whatever, M. C. de DPevecval, quoting the Sirat el Rasul,
which says, that at that time small-pox first appeared in Arabin, ascribes
the destruction of the host of Yemen to an epidemic and n violent tempest.
The strangest part of the story is, that although it occurred at Mceeah,
about two months before Mohammed’s birth, and, therefore, within the
memory of many living at the time, the Prophet alludes to it in the Koran
as a miracle,

§ In Yemen, we are told by Nichulr, a rude form of inoculation —the
mother pricking the child’s arm with a thorn — has been known from time
immemorial. My Medinah friends assured me that only durving the last

generation, this practice has been introduced amongst the Bedouins of El
Hejaz.
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arc rarely victims, cither in the city or in the desert. The
nurse closes up the room during the day, and carefully
excludes the night-uir, believing that, as the discase is
“hot,” a breath of wind would kill the patient. During
the hours of darkness, a lighted candle or lamp is always
placed by the side of the bed, or the sufferer would die of
madness, brought on by evil spirits or fright. Sheep’s-
wool is burnt in the sick-room, as death would follow the
inhaling of any perfume.  The only remedy I have heard
of is pounded Kohl (antimony) deunk in water, amd the
same is drawn along the breadth of the eyelid, to prevent
blinduess,  The dict is Adas (lentils)*, and a peculiar
kind of date, called Tamr el Birni. On the 21st day the
patient is washed with salt and tepid water. Ophthalmia
i3 rave.t  In the summer, quotidian and tertian fevers

* This grain is cheaper than rice on the banks of the Nile—a fact
which enlightened England, now paying a hundred times its value for
“Revalenta Araoica,” apparently ignores.

t Herodotus (Futerpe) has two allusions to cye disease, which scems to
have afflicted the Egyptions from the most ancient times.  Sesostris the
Great died stone-blind ; his suceessor lost his sight for ten years, and the
Iermaie books had reason to devote a whole volume to ophthahnic disease.
But in the old days of idolatry, the hygicnic and prophylactic practices
alluded to by Herodotus, the greater cleanliness of the people, and the
attention paid to the canals and drainage, probably prevented this malarious
discase becoming the scourge which it is now,

The similarity of the soil and the climate of Egypt to that of Upper
Sindh, and the prevalence of the complaint in both countries, assist us in
investigatiigg the predisposing eauses. These arey the nitrons and pangent
nature of the soil -— what the old Greek calls * acerid matter exuding from
the carthy” —and the sadden teausition from extrame dryuess 10 exces-
sive dump checking the invisible perspiration of the circamorbital parts,
and lying to an organ whicl is already weakened by the fieree glare of the
sun, and the fine dust raised by the Khamsin or the Chaliho. Glare and
dust alone scldom cause eye discase. Every one knows that ophthalmia ig
unknown in the desert, and the people of Tl Hejaz, who live in an atino-
sphere of blaze and sund, scldom lose their sight,

‘The Egyptian usually catehes ophthalmia in his childhood. It beging
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(TTummah Salis) are not uncommon, and if accompanicd
by vomitings, they are frequently fatal. ‘'The attack

with simple conjunctivitis, caused by constitutional predisposition, expo-
sure, dict, and allowing the cye to be covered with swarms of flies. Ile
neglects the early symptoms, and cares the less for heing a Cyclops, as the
infirmity will most probably exempt him from military scrvice. Prosently
the sane organ becomes nffected sympathetically.  As before, simple dis-
ense of the conjunctiva passes into purulent ophthalmia. The man, after
waiting a while, will go to the doctor and show a large cicatrix in cach
oye, the result of an ulcerated cornea. Physic can do nothing for him ; he
remains blind for life. Ho is mow provided for, ecither by living with his
fricnds, who scldom refuse him a loaf of bread, or, if industriously inclined,
by begging, by acting Muczzin, or by engaging himsclf as ¢ Yemeniyah,”
or chaunter, nt funcrals. 1lis children arc thus predisposcd to the paternal
complaint, and gradually the race becomes tender-eyed. Most travellers
have observed that imported African slaves scldom become blind either in
Eeypt or in Sindh.

Few Englishmen gettled in Tgypt lose their sight, except it ho medical
men, who cannot afford time to nurse the carly symptoms. Tho use of
coffec and of watcr a8 beverages has much to do with this. In the days of
hard drinking our Egyptian army suffered scvercly, and the Austrian army
in Tuseany showed how often blindness i8 cnused by importing northern
habits into southern countries, Mnny Fnropeans in Egypt wach their eyes
with cold water, especinlly after walking, nmd some use once a day
mildly astringent or cooling wash, ns Goulard’s lotion or vinegar and
water. They avoid letting flies settle upon their eyes, and are of opinion
that the evening dcws are prejudicial, and that sleeping with open win-
dows lays the foundation of diseasc. Gencrally when leaving a hot room,
cspecially a Nile-boat cabin, for the cold damp night air, the more prudent are
carcful to bathe and wipe the eycs and forchead a8 a preparation for change
of atmosphere.

During my short practice in Egypt I found the greatest advantage from
the employment of counter-irritants,— blisters and Pommade Emétisé,—
applicd to the temples and behind the ears. Native practitioners greatly
err by confining their patients in dark rooms, thereby injuring the general
health and laying the foundation of chronic disease. They are ignorant
that, unless the optic nerve be affected, the stimulus of light is beneficial to
the eye. And the people by their dress favor the effects of glare and dust.
"I'he "T'arbush, no longer surrounded as of old by a huge turban, is the lenst
cflicient of protectors, and the comparative rarity of ophthalmie disenso
among the women, who wenr veils, proves that exposure is ome of its co-
cflici nt couses.
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generally begins with the Naffazah, or cold fit, and is
followed by El TTunmmah, the hot stage. The prineipal
remedies are cooling drinks, such as Sikanjebin (oxymel)
and syrups.  After the fever the fuce and body frequently
swell, and indurated lumps appear in the legs and stomach.
There are also low fevers, called simply Hummah ; they
are usually treated by burning charmsin the patient’s roomn.
Juundice and bilious complaints are common, and the
former is popularly cured in a peculiar way. The sick
man looks into a pot full of water, whilst the exorciser,
reciting a certain spell, draws the heads of two needles
fromn the patient’s ears along his eyes, down his face, lastly
dipping them into water, which at once becomes yellow.
Others have ¢ Mirayat,” magic mirrors®, on which the

4 This invention dates (row the most ancient times, and both in the Kast
and the West has been used by the weird brotherhood to produce the
appearances of the abscut and the dead, to discover treasure, to detcet
thieves, to cure discase, and to learn the secrets of the unknown world.,
The Hindus called it Aujan, and formed it by applying limp-black, made of
a certain root, ad mixed with oil w the padm of a fooling child, male or
fomale,  The Greeks used oil poured into a boy’s hand,  Coruclius Agrippa
had a crystal mirror, which material also served the Counts de St. Germain
and Cagliostro.  Dr. Dee’s  show-stone ” was a bit of canncl conl. The
modern Siudhians know the art by the name of Galwo or Vinyano; there,
as in southern Persia, ink is rubbed upon the seer’s thumb-nail.  The
people of northern Africa are considered skilful in this science, and I have
a Maghrabi magic formula for inking the hand of a “boy, a black slave
girl, a virgin, or a pregnant woman,” which differs materially from thosc
generally known,  The modern Egyptians call it Zarb ¢ Mandal, and
there is scareely o man in Cairo who does not know something about it.
In sclecting subjects to hold the ink, they obserye the right hand, and reject
all who have not what is called in palmistry the *Linca media naturalis”
straight and deeply cut.  Even the barburous Finns look into a glass of
brandy, and the natives of Australia gaze at a Kind of shining stone. Lady
Blessingtou’s crystal ball is fresh in the memory of the present generation,
and most men have heard of Llectro-Biology and the Cairo magician,

Upon this latter subject, a vexed one, I must venture a few remarks, In
the first account of the magician by My, Lane, we have a fair and dispas-
sionate recital ol cortain wagicl, wystical, or mesiierie phenomena, which
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paticnt looks, and loses the complaint. 1ysenterics fre-
quently occur in the fruit season, when the greedy Arabs
devour all manner of unripe peaches, grapes, and pome-
granates. The popnlar treatment is by the actual ean-
tery ; the scientific nffect the use of drastics and astringent
simples, and the Bizr el Kutn, (cotton-seed,) toasted,
pounded, and drunk in warm water. Almost every one
here, as in Egypt, suffers more or less from heemorrhoids;
they are treated by dictetics — cggs and lecks—and by a
variety of drugs, Myrobalans, Lisan-el- Hamal, (Arnoglos-
sum,) &c. DBut the patient looks with horror at the

“ excited considerable curiogity and interest thronghout the civilised world.”
As usual in such matters, the civilised world was wholly ignorant of what
was going on at home; otherwise, in London, Paris, and Now York, they
might have found dozens stadying the seienee,  But a few years hefore,
. Herklots hnd deseribed the anme practice in Bndin, filling threo goodly
pnges ; but ho called his work * Qanoon-i-Islam,” and, consequently, de-
spite its excellences, it fell still-born from the press. Lady H. Stanhope
frequently declared “the spell by which the face of an absent person is
thrown upon a mirror to be within the reach of the humblest and most
contemptible of magicians ;” but the civilised world did not care to belicve
a prophetess.  All, however, were aroused by Mr, Lane’s discovery, and
determinced to decide the question by the ordeal of reason.

Accordingly, in A, p, 1844, Mr. Lanc, aided hy Lord Nugent and others,
discovered that a “ conrse and stupid fraud” had been perpetrated upon him
by Usman Effendi, the Scotchman. In 1845, Sir G. Wilkinson remarks of
this rationalism, “ The explanation latcly offered, that Usman Effendi was
in collusion with the magician, ig neither fair on him nor ratisfactory, as ho
wag not present when those eases ocenrved which wero made 8o muech of in
Europe,” and he proposes © leading questions and accidentz” ag the word
of the riddle. Tothen attributes the whole affair to “shots,” as schoolboys
call them, and ranks success under the head of Paley’s ¢ tentative miracles.”
A writer in the Quarterly explains them by suggesting the probability of
divers (impossible) optical combinations, and, lest the part of belief should
have been left unrcpresented, Miss Martineau was enabled to see clenr
signs of mesineric action, and by the decisive cxperiment of sclf, discovered
the magic to be an * aflair of mesmerism,”  Melancholy to relate, after all
this philosophy, the herd of travellers at Cairo is still divided in opinion
abont the magician, someo holdinz his performance to be “all humbug,”
others darkly hinting that “ there may be something in it.”

BB 2
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scissors and knife, so that they seldom succeed in obtain-
ing a radical cure.  The Filaria Medinensis, locally called
¢ Farantit,” is no longer common at the place which gave
it its Europcan name. At Yambu, however, the people
suffer much from the Vena appearing in the legs. The
complaint is treated here as in India and Abyssinia:
when the tumour bursts, and the worm shows, it is cx-
tracted by being gradually wound round a splinter of wood.
Hydrophobia is rare, and the people have many super-
stitions shout it.  They suppose that o bit of meal falls
from the sky, and that the dog who eats it becomes mud.
I was assured by respectable persons, that when a man is
bitten, they shut him up with food, in a solitary chamber,
for four days, and that if at the end of that time he still
howls like a dog, they expel the Ghul (Devil) from him,
by pouring over him boiling water mixed with ashes—a
certain cure I can easily believe. The only description
of leprosy known in El Hejaz is that called “ Baras:”
it appears in white patches on the skin, seldom attacks
any but the poorer classes, and is cousidered incurable.
Wounds are treated by Marham, or ointinents, especially
the Balesan, or Balsam of Mecceah ; a cloth is tied round
the limb, and not removed till the wound heals, which,
amongst this people of simple life, generally takes place
by first intention. Ulcers are common in Kl Hejaz, as
indeed all over Arabia. We read of them in ancient
times. In A, ». 504, the poet and warrior, Amr el Kays,
died of this drcadful discuse, and it is related that when
Moliammed Abu Si Mohammed, in A, H. 132, conquered
Ycmen with an army from I3l Hejaz, he found the people
suffering from sloughing and mortifying sores, so terrible
to look upon that he ordercd the sufferers to be burnt
alive. Fortunately for the patients, the conqueror died
suddenly before his inhuman mandate was exccuted.
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These sores here, as in Yemen *, are worst when upon the
shin bones; they then eat deep into the lcg, and the
patient dies of fever and gangrene. They are treated on
first appearance by the actual cautery, and when prac-
ticable, by cutting off the joint; the drugs popularly ap-
plied are Tutiya (tutty) and verdigris. There is no cure
but. rest, a gencrons diet, and change of air.

By the above short account it will be seen that the
Arabs arc no longer the most skilful physicians in the
world. They have, however, one great advantage in their
practice, and are sensible enough to make free use of it.
As the children of almost all respectable citizens are
brought up in the Desert, the camp becomes to them a
native village. In all cases of severe wounds or chronic
digeascs, the patient is ordered off to the black tents, where
he lives as a Bedouin, drinking camels’ milk, a diet for the
first three or four days highly cathartic, and doing nothing,
This has been the practice from time immemorial in Arabia,
whereas Furope is only beginning to systematise the ad-
hibition of air, exercise, and simple living.  And even now
we are obliged to veil it under the garb of charlatanry —
to call it a ““ milk-cure” in Switzerland, a * water-cure”
in Silesia, a * grape-cure” in France, a “ hunger-cure ” in
Germany, and other sensible names which act as dust in
the publie eyes.

1l Medinah consists of three parts,---n town, a forts
and a suburb little smaller than the body of the place.
The town itself is about one-third larger than Suez, or
nearly half the size of Meccah. It is a walled enclosure
forming an irregular oval with four gates. The Dab el
Shami, or ¢ Syrian Gate,” in thc north-west side of the

* They distingnish, however, hetween the Iejaz © Nasur ” and the “ Jurh
el Yemani,” or the “ Yemen Uleer,”
BB 3
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encointe leads towards Jebel Ohod, Hamzal’s burial-place
ind the mountains, In the eastern wall, the Bab ¢l Ju-
mah, or Friday Gate, opens upon the Nejd road and the
cemetery, Kl Bakia. DBetween the Shami and the Jumah
gates, towards the north, is the Bab el Ziyafuh (of Hos-
pitality); and westwards the Bab el Misri (Egyptian)
opens upon the plain called the Barr el Munakhah. The
eastern and the Egyptian gates are fine mussive buildings,
with double towers close together, painted with broad
bands of red, yellow, and other colours, not unlike that
olil entrance of the Cairo citadel which opens upon the
Rumayliyah plain.* In their shady and well-watered
interiors, soldiers find room to keep guard, camel-men
dispute, and numerous idlers coungrcgate, to enjoy the
Iuxurics of coolness and companionship.  Beyond this
gate, in the street leading to the Mosque, is the great
bazar. Outside it lic the Suk ¢l Khuzayriyah, or green-
srocers’ market, and the Suk el Habbabah, or the grain
bazar, with a fair sprinkling of ecoffce-liouses.  These
markets are long masses of palm-leal huts, blackened in
the sun and wind, of a mean and squalid appearance, de-
tracting greatly from the appearance of the gate. Amongst
them there is a little domed and whitewashed building,
which I was told is a Sabil or public fountain. In the
days of the Prophet the town was not walled. IEven in
El Edrist’s time (twelfth cent.), and as late as Bartema's
(cighteenth cent.), the fortifications were walls of carth,
built by order of Kusin el Daulat ¢l Ghori, who repo-
pulated the town and provided for its inhabitants. Now,
the enceinte 18 in excellent condition.  The walls are well
built of granite and lava blocks, in regular layers, ce-
mented with lime; they are provided with ¢ Mazghal »

* They may be compared to the gateway towers of the old Norman
castles — Arques, fur instanee.
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The outer wall resembles that of the city, only its towers
are more solid, and the curtain appears better calculated
for work. Inside, a donjon, built upon a rock, bears
proudly enough the banner of the Crescent and the Star;
its whitewashed walls make it a conspicuous object, and
guns pointed in all directions, especially upon the town,
project from their embrasures. The castle is said to
contain wells, bomb proofs, provisions, and munitions of
war ; if so, it must be a kind of Gibraltar to the Bedouins
and the Wahhabis. The gnrrison consisted of a Nisf
Urtah®, or half battalion (400 men) of Nizam infantry,
commanded by a Pacha; his authority also extends to a
Sanjak, or about 500 Kurdish and Albanian Bashi Buzuks,
whose duty it is to escort caravans, to convey treasures, and
to be shot at in the Passes. The Madani, who, as usual
with Orientals, take a personal pride in their castle, speak
of it with much exaggeration. Commanded by a high
line of rocks on the N.W., and built as it is without in
most places moat, glacis, earthwork, or outworks, a few
shells and a single battery of siege guns would soon render
it untenable.  In ancient times it has more than onco
been held by a party at fend with the town, for whose
mimic battles the Barr el Munakhah was a fitting field.
Northward from the fort, on the road to Ohod, but still
within fire, is a long many-windowed building, formerly
Daud Pacha’s palace.  In my time it had been bought by
Abbas Pacha of Egypt.

The suburbs lie to the S. and W. of the town. South-
wards they are scparated from the enceinte by a wide
road, called the Darb el Jenazah, the Road of Biers, so
called because the corpses of certain schismatics, who may

* Tho Urtah or hattalion here varics from 800 to 1000 men.  Of theso
four form one Alai or regiment, and thirty-six Alai an Urdu or camp,
This word Urdu, pronounced “ Ordoo,” is the ovigin of our “ horde.”
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not pass through the city, are carried this way to their
peculinr cemetery near the Bab ¢l Juniah, or astern
Gate. Westwards, between 181 Medinah and its fuubourg,
lics the plain of LI Munakhah, about three quarters of a
mile long, by 300 yards broad. The straggling suburbe
occupy more ground than the city ; fronting the enceinte
they are without walls; towards the west, where open
country lics, they are enclosed by mud or raw brick
ramparts, with little round towers, all falling to decay. A
nuniber of small gates lead from the suburb into the
country. The only large one, a poor copy of the Bab el
Nasr at Cairo, is the Ambari or western entrance, through
which we passed into El Medinah. The suburb contains
no buildings of any consequence, except the Khaskiyah,
or official residence of the Muhafiz (governor), a plain
building near the Barr el Munakhal, sud the Khamsah
Masajid, or the Five Mosques, which every Zair is ex-
pected to visit. They are

The Prophet’s Mosque in the Munakhah.

Abubeky’s near the Ayn ¢l Zowka.

Al’s Mosque in the Zukak ¢l Tayyar of the Munakhah.
Some authors call this the ¢ Musalla el 1£ed,” because the
Prophet here prayed the Festival Prayer.

Omar’s Mosque, near the Bab Kuba of the Munakhah,
and close to the little torrent called El Sayh.

Belal’s Mosque, celebrated in books; I did not see it,
and some Madani assured me that it no longer exists,

A description of one of these buildings will sutlice, for
they are all similar. DMohammed’s Mosque in the Mu-
nakhah stands upon a spot formerly occupied, some say,
by the Jaumi Ghamamah,  Others believe it to be founded
upon the Musalla el Nabi, a place where the Prophet
recited the first Festival prayers after his arrival at Ll
Mecdinah, and used frequently to pray, and to address
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those of his followers who lived far from the ITaram.* It
is & trim modern building of cut stone and lime in regular
layers, of parallelogrammic shape, surmounted by one
large and four smaller cupolas. These are all white-
washed, and the principal is capped with a large crescent,
or rather a trident rising from a series of gilt globes: the
other domes crown the several corners. . The minarct is
of the usnal ‘T'urkish shape, with a conical roof, and a single
gallery for the Muezzin., An Acacia tree or two on the
castern side, and behind it a wall-like line of mud-houscs,
finish the coup-d’eil ; the interior of this building is as
simple as the exterior. And here I may remark that the
Arabs have little idea of splendor, either in their public
or in their private architecture. Whatever strikes the
traveller’s eye in Kl 1lejaz is always cither an importation
or the work of forcign artists. This arises from the simple
tastes of the people, combined, doubtless, with their notable
thriftiness. If strangers will build for them, they argue,
why should they build for themselves? Moreover, they
have seant indncement to lavish money upon grand edifices.
Whenever a disturbance takes place, domestic or from
without, the principal buildings are sure to suffer. And
the climate is inimical to their enduring. DBoth ground
and air at Meccah, as well as at Kl Medinah, are damp
and nitrous in winter, in snmmer dry and torrid: the lime
i poor 3 palm-timber soon deeays s even foreign wood-work
sufters, and a {ew years suflice to level the proudest pile
with the dust.

The suburbs to the S. of El Medinah are a collection
of walled villages, with plantations and gardens between.
‘They are laid out in the form, called here as in Egypt,

* One of the traditions, * Between my house and my place of proyera is
n Giwrden of the Gardeus of Parndise,” has led divines to measnre the dis-
fance: it is said to be 1000 enbits from the Bab Salam of the Haram to  this
Musalla,
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Hosh— court-yards, with single-storied buildings opening
into them. These enclosures contain the cattle of the in-
habitants; they have strong wooden doors, shut at night
to prevent ¢ lifting,” and are capable of being stoutly de-
fended. The inhabitants of the suburb are for the most
part Bedouin settlers, and a race of schismatics who will
be noticed in another chapter. Beyond these suburbs, to
the S., as well as to the N. and N. E., lie gardens and ex-
tensive plantations of palm-trees,
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CHAT. XIX.
A RIDE TO THE MOSQUE OF KUBA.

THE principal places of pious visitation in the vicinity of
Ii1 Medinah, are the Mosques of Kuba, the Cemetery El
Bakia, and the martyr Hamzah’s tomb, at the foot of
Mount Ohod. These the Zair is directed by all the
Olema to visit, and on the holy ground to pray Allah for
a blessing upon himself, and upon his brethren of the
faith,

Tarly one Saturday morning, I started for Kuba with
a motley crowd of devotees. Shaykh Hamid, my Mu-
zawwir, wag by my side, mounted upon an ass more mise-
rable than I had yet scen. The boy Mohammed had
procured for me a Meecan dromedary, with aplendid
trappings, a saddle with burnished metal peaks before and
behind, covered with a huge sheepskin dyed crimson, and
girthed over fine saddle-bags, whose enormous tassels hung
almost to the ground. The youth himself, being tos grand
to ride a donkey, and unable to borrow a horse, preferred
walking. lle was proud as a peacock, being habited in a
style somewhat resembling the plume of that gorgeous
bird, in the coat of many colours — yellow, red, and
golden flowers, apparently sewed on a field of bright green
gilk — which cost me so dear in the Haram. He was
armed, as indeed all of wus were, in readiness for the
Bedouins, and he anxiously awaited opportunities of dis-
charging his pistol.  Our conrse Iny from Shaykh Hamid’s
house in the Munakkah, along and up the Fiumarn, « Il
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Sayh,” and through the Bab Kuba, a little gate in the
suburb wall, where, by the bye, my mounted companion
was nearly trampled down by a rush of half wild caumels.
Outside the town, in this direction, southward, is a plain
of clay, mixed with chalk, and here and there with sand,
whence protrude blocks and little ridges of basalt. As
fur as Kuba, and the Harrah ridge to the west, the earth
is sweet and makes excellent gugglets,® Immediately
outside the gate I saw a kiln, where they were burning
tolerable bricks. Shortly after leaving the suburh, an
Indian, who joined our party upon the road, pointed out
on the left of the way what he declared was the place of
the celebrated Khandak, or Moat, the Torres Vedras of
Arabian History.t '
Presently the Nakhil, or palm plantations, began.
Nothing lovelier to the eye, weary with hot red glare,
than the rich green waving crops and cool shade — for
hours I could have sat and looked at it, requiring no other
occupation — the ¢ food of vision,” as the Arabs call it,
and ¢ pure water to the parched throat.” The air was soft
and balmy, a perfumed breeze, strange luxury in Kl Ile-
juz, wandered amongst the date fronds; there were fresh
flowers and bright foliage, in fact, at midsummer, every
beautiful feature of spring.  Nothing more delightful to
the car than the warbling of the small birds, that sweet

* The Baradiyah or gugglets of El Mcdinah are large and heavy, of a
veddish grey colonr, and celebrated for cooling water, o property not pos.
sessadd by thuse ol Mecean fabric.

1 1 afterwards found reason to doubt this location. 1bn Jubayr (12th
century) pluces it an wrow-shot from the westward wall of El Medinaly,
and scems to have scen it, M. C. de Perceval states, I know not upon
whose authority, that it was dug to protect the north-west, the north, and
the north-eastern sides of the town : this is rendered highly improbable by
the features of the ground.  The learned are generally agreed that all traces
of the moat had disappeared before our 15th century,




TIIE DATES OF EL MEDINATLL, 383

familiar ground, the splashing of tiny easendea from the
wells into the wooden troughs, and the musical song of
‘the water-wheels. Travellers — young travellers — in
the Enast talk of the ¢ dismal grating,” the ¢ mournful
monotony,” and the ¢ melancholy creaking of these disinal
machines.” To the veteran wanderer their sound is de-
* lightful from association, reminding him of green fields,
cool water-courses, hospitable villagers, and plentiful
crops. The expatrinted Nubian, for instance, listens to
the water-wheel with as deep emotion as the Ranz des
Vaches ever excited in the hearts of Switzer mercenary
at Naples, or “ Lochaber no more,” among a regiment of
Highlanders in the West Indies.

The date-trees of El Medinah merit their celebrity.
Their stately columnar stems, here, scem higher than in
other lands; and their lower fronds are allowed to tremble
in the breeze without mutilation,*  These enormons
palms were loaded with ripening fruit, and the clusters,
carcfully tied up, must often have weighed upwards of
cighty pounds. They hung down between the lower
branches by a bright yellow stem, as thick as & man’s
ancle. Books enumerate 139 varieties of trees; of these
between sixty and seventy are well-known, and each is
distinguished, as usual among Arabs, by its peculiar name.
The best kind is i1 Shelebi; it is packed in skins, or in
flat round boxes covered with paper, somewhat in the
manner of French priunes, and Bent as presents to the
remotest parts of the Moslem world.t  The fruit is about

* In Egypt the lower branches of the date are lopped off about Christmas
timo to incrense the flavour of the fruit; and the people believe that without
this  Taklim ” as it is called, the tree would die. In Upper Egypt, however,
as at Kl Medinah, the fromds are left imtouched.

t 'The visitor from El Medinal would he badly reecived by the women of
his family, if he did not present them on his veturn with o few boxes of
dates, some strings of the same fruit, and skins full of henna powder. Even
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two inches long, with a small stone, and what appeared to
me a peculinr aromatic flavour and smell; it is seldom
eaten by the citizens on account of the price, which varies
from two to ten piastres the pound. The tree, moreover,
is rare, and said to be not so productive as the other
species. The Ajwah® is eaten, but not sold, because a
tradition of the Prophet declares, that whoso breaketh his
fast every day with six or seven of the Ajwah-date need
fear neither poison, "nor magic. The third kind, El Hil-
wah, also o large date, derives a nume from its exceeding
awectncss: of this tree the Moslems relate that the
Prophet planted a stone, which in a few minutes grew
up and bore fruit. Next comes El Birni, of which was
said, ¢ It causeth sickness to depart, and there is no sick-
ucss in it.” The Wahshi on one occasion bent its head,
and salumed to Mohammed as he ate its fruit, for which
reason even now its lofty tuft turns earthwards. The
Saybani is so called, because when the founder of El
Islam, holding Ali’s hand, happened to pass beneath, it
eried, “ This is Mohammed the Prince of Prophets, and
this is Ali the Prince of the Pious, and the progenitor of
the immaculate Imams.”  Of course the descendants of so
intelligent a vegetable hold high rank in the kingdom of
palms, and the vulgar werc in the habit of eating the Say-
hani and of throwing the stones about the Haram. The
Khuzayriyah is called so, because it preserves its green
colour, cven when perfectly ripe ; it is dried and preserved
as a curiosity.  The Jebeli is that most usually caten :

the Olema allow such articles to be carried away, althongh they strietly
forbid keepsakes of carth or stone.

* This fruit wust not he confounded with the enucleated conserve of
dates, which in Arvabia, ns in Egypt, is known by the nine of Ajwuh, The
Arabs infinitcly despise the stuff’ sold at Alexandria and Cairo, declaring
that it is fit only for cows, The Ajwah of the Ousis, particularly of Siwah,

is of cxcellent guality,
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the poorest kinds are the Laun and the Hilayah, costing
from 4 to 7 piastres per mudd.*

I cannot say that the dates of Bl Medinah are finer than
those of Mecenh, although it be highly heretical to hold
such tenet. The produce of the former city was the fa-
vorite food of the Prophet, who invariably broke his fast
with this food: a circumstance which invests it with a
sertain degree of relic-sanctity.  ‘The eitizens delight in
gpeaking of dates as an Irishman docs of potatoes, with a
manner of familiar fondness : they eat them for medicine
as well as food; ¢ Rutab,” or wet dates, being held to be
the most saving. It is doubtless the most savoury of re-
medics. The fruit is prepared in a great variety of ways:
perhaps the most favorite dish is a broil with clarified
butter, extremely distasteful to the Iiuropean palate. The
date is also left upon the tree to dry, and then called
¢ Balah:” this is eaten at dessert as the ¢ Nukliyat ”— the
“ quatre mendiants” of Persia. Amongst peculiar pre-
parations must be mentioned the Kulladat el Sham.t The
unripe fruit is dipped in boiling water to preserve its gam-
boge color, strung upon a thick thread and hung out in
the air to dry. These strings are worn all over El Hejaz
as necklaces by children, who seldom fail to munch the

* At Fl Medinah

12 Dirlining (dramg) make 1 Wukkiyah (ounce).

20 Wukkiyah » 1 Ratl (pouml).

33 Wukkiynh and 3 (drams) ,, 1 Wukkah (less than 2 1bs.),
4 Wukkah » 1 Mudi.

24 Mudd » 1 Ardcbbh,

‘This Ratl or pound is the larger one applicd to particular articles of com-
merco—such as meat, vegetables, and clarified butter; coffee, rice, soap,
&c. are sold by the smaller Ratl of Meccsh, equal to 140 dirhams. In
Egypt the Ratl is 144 Dirhams or 12 Wukkiyahs, about 1 lb. 2 oz and
8 dwts. troy.

t “ Necklnce of Syria.” I was told they derive this nnme from the placo
where they are made, “ El Safra,” on the Mcceah road, being also called
El Sham,.

VOL. 1. Cc¢C
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ornament when not in fear of slappings ; and they are sent
as presents to distant countrics.

January and February are the time for the masculation®
of the palm. The “ Nakhwali,” as he is called, opens the
female flower, and having inserted the inverted male
flowers, binds them together : this operation is performed,
as in Egypt, upon each cluster.t The fruit is ripe about
the middle of May, and the gathering of it forms the
Arabs’ “vendemmin.”  The people make merry the more
readily beeause their favorite fruit is liable to a variety
of accidents: droughts injure the tree, locusts destroy the
produce, and the date crop, like most productions which
men are imprudent enough to adopt singly as the staff of
life, is subject to failure. One of the reasons for the
excellence of Medinah dates is the quantity of water
they obtain: cach garden or field has its well, and even in
the hottest weather the Persian wheel floods the soil every
third day. It has been observed that the date-tree can
live in dry and barren spots; but it lcves the beds of
streams and places where oisture is procurable. The
pahns seattered over the other parts of the plain, and de-
pending solely upon rain water, produce less fruit, and
that too of an inferior quality.

Verdure is not usually wholesome in Arabia, yet invalids
leave the close atmosphere of Il Medinah to seeck health
under the cool shades of Kuba. The gardens are divided by
what might alimost be called lanes, long narrow lines with
tall reed fences on both sides.  The graceful branches of
the Tamarisk, pearled with manna, and cottoned over with
dew, and the broad leaves of the castor plant, glistening in

* This is a translution of the Arab word ¢ Tazkir,” which is certainly
wore appropriate than our  caprifieation ” applied to dates.

1+ The male tree is known Dby its sterility, In some countries only the
fecundating pollen is scattered over the female flower, and this doubtless
mast bave been muturd’s method of impreguating the date,
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the sun, protected us from the morning rays. The ground
on both sides of the way was sunken, the earth being dis-
posed in heaps at the foot of the fences, an arrangement
which facilitates irrigation, by giving a fall to the water,
and in some cases affords a richer soil than the surface.
This part of the Medinah plain, however, being higher
than the rest, is less subject to the discase of ealt and nitre.
On the way here and there the carth crumbles and looks
dark under the dew of morning, but nowhere has it broken
out into that glittering efllorescence which notes the last
stage of the attack. The fields and gardens are divided
into small oblongs scparated from one another by little
ridges of mould which form diminutive water-courses.
Of the cereals there are luxuriant maize, wheat, and barley,
but the latter two are in small quantitiecs. Here and there
patches of * Barsim,” or Egyptian clover, glitter brightly
in the sun. The principal vegetables are Dadanjan (Fgg
plant), the Bamiyah (a kind of esculent hibiscus, called
Bhendi in India), and Mulukhiyah (Corchoris olitorius),
a mucilaginons epinage common throughout. this part of
the Toast. These three are eaten by citizens of every rank
they are in fact the grecns and the potatoes of Arabia. I
remarked also onions and leeks in fair quantities, a few
beds of carrots and beans, some Fijl (radishes), Lift (tur-
nips), gourds, cucumbers, and gimilar plants.  Froit trees
ahound.  "There are five deseriptions of vines, the best of
which is Iil Sherifi, a long white grape of a flavour somne-
what resembling the produce of Tuscany.* Next to it,
and very similar, is El Birni. The Hejazi is a round fruit,
sweet, but insipid, which ie also the reproach of the Sawadi,
or black grapes. And lastly, the Raziki is a small white

* The rescmblance is probably produced by the similarity of treatment.,
At Xl Medinah, as in Italy, the vine is “ marricd ” to some tall tree, wlifich,
scHish as a husband, appropriates to itsclf the best of everything,— sun,
breeze, and rain,

cc?2
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fruit, with a diminutive stone. The Nebek, or Jujube, is
here a fine large tree with a dark green leaf, roundish and
polished like the olive; it is avmed with a short, curved,
and sharp thorn®, and bears a pale straw-colored berry,
about the size of a gooseberry, with red streaks on the
side next the sun. Little can be said in favor of the
fruit, which has been compared successively by disappointed
“ Lotus eaters”t to a bad plum, an unripe cherry, and an
insipid apple. Tt is, however, a fuvorite with the people
of ElI Medinal, who have reckoned many varicties of the
fruit: Ilindi(Indian), Baladi (“native”), Tamri (date-likce),
&c. There are a few peaches, hard like the Egyptian, and
almost tasteless, fit only for stewing, but greedily eaten in a
half-ripe state, large coarse bananas, lime trees,a few water
meclong, figs, and apples, but ncither apricots nor pears.f
There are three kinds of pomegranates: the best is the
Shami (Syrian); it is red outside, very sweet, and costs
one piastre; the Turki is large, and of a white color;
and the Misri has a greenish rind, and a somewhat sub-
acid and harvsh flavour: the latter are sold four times as
cheap as the best. L onever saw in the Fast, except at
Meceah, a finer fiunit than the Shami: ahmost stoneless,
like those of Muscat, they are delicately perfumed, and as
large ag an infant’s head. Kl Medinah is celebrated, like
‘T'aif, for its ¢ Rubb Rumman,” a thick pomegranate syrup,

* This thorn (the Rbammus Nabeea, or Zizyphns Spina Christi) is sup-
posed to be that which crowned onr Saviour's head, "here are Mimosas in
Byria; but no tree, save the fabled Zakkam, could produce the tervible ap-
pavatus with which certain French painters of the modern school have
attempted to heighten the tervors of the seene.

1 For what veason Taun entively unable to guess, our dictionarics trans-
lute the word Sidr (the iteravy mame of the tree that bows the Nebek)
“ Lote-trece.” No wonder that belicvers in ¢ Homeric writ” feel their
anger arouscd by so poor a realisation of the beautiful myth,

1 'The only pears in El Hejaz, I believe, are to be found at Taif, to which
place they were transplanted from Fygypt.
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drunk with water during the hot weather, and estcemed
cooling and wholesome.

After threading our way through the gardens, an
operation requiring less thine than to describe them, we
saw, peeping through the groves, Kuba's simple minaret.
Then we came in sight of a confused heap of huts and
dwelling-houses, chapcls and towers with trces between,
and foul lancs, heaps of rubbish, and barking dogs, — the
usual material of a llejazi village. llaving dismounted,
we gave our animals in charge of a dozen infant Be-
douins, the produce of the peasant gardeners, who shouted
¢ Bakhzshish ” the moment they saw us. To this they
were urged by their mothers, and I willingly parted with
a few paras for the purpose of establishing an intercourse
with fellow-creatures so fearfully and wonderfully re-
scmbling the tail-less baboon.  Their bodies, unlike those
of Bgyptian children, were slim * and straight, but their
ribs stood out with a curious distinctness, the color of the
gkin was that oily lamp-black seen upon the face of a
European sweep, and the clf-locks, thatching the cocoa-
nut heads, had been stained by the sun, wind, and rain to
that reddish-brown hue which Iindu romances have ap-
propriated to their Rakshasas or demons. Each anatomy
carricd in his arms a stark-naked miniature of himself,
ficrce-looking babics with faces all eyes, and the strong
little wretches were still able to extend the right hand
and cxert their lungs with direful clamor. Their mothers
were fit progenitors for such progeny: long, gaunt, with
emaciated limbs, wall-sided, high-shouldered, and straight-
backed, with pendulous bosoms, spider-like arms, and
splay feet. Their long elf-locks, wrinkled faces, and high
cheek-bones, their lips darker than the epidermis, hollow

* Travellers always remark the curions pot-bellied childron on the banks
of the Nile. 'This conformation is ndmired by the Fgyptians, who counsider
it a sign of strength, and a promisc of fine growth,

cc3d
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staring cyes, sparkling as if to light up the extreme ugli-
ness around, and voices screaming as if in a perennial rage,
invested them with all the “ charms of Sycorax.”  These
¢ 1Houris of Zetannum” were habited in long night-gowns
dyed blue to conceal want of washing, and the squalid
children had about a yard of the same material wrapped
round their waist for all toilette. This is not an over-
drawn portrait of the farmer race of Arabs, the most despised
by their fellow-countrymen, and the most hard-favored,
morally as well as physically, of all the breed.

Before entering the Mosque of Kl Kuba®* it will be
necessary to call to mind some passages of its past history.
‘When the Prophet’s she-camel, &1 Kaswa, as he was ap-
proaching El Medinah after the flight from Meccah, knelt
down here, hie desired his companions to mount the animal.
Abubekr and Omart did so; still she sat upon the ground,
but when Ali obeyed the order, she arose. The Prophet
bade him loose her halter, for she was directed by Allah,
and the Mosque walls were built upon the line over which
ghe trod. 1t was the fiest place of public prayer in Kl
Islam.  Mohammed laid the fivst brick, and with an * An-
zah” or iron-shod javelin, marked out the direction of
prayer}, each of his successors followed lis example. Ac-
cording to most historians, the land belonged to Abu Ayyub

* 1 belicve Kuba to be about threc miles S. 8. E, of Tl Medinah; but El
Idrisi, Thn Haukal, and Ibn Jubayr, ail agree in saying two miles.

1 Osman, the fourth companion, was absent at this time, not hiwing re-
turned from the first or Little Flight to Abyssinia,

1 Sowe believe that in this Mosque the direction of prayer was altered
from Jerusalem to Meeceah, and they declare, as will presently be seen, that
tho Archangel Gabricl himself pointed out the new line, M. C. De Per-
ceval forgets his usual accuracy when he asserts ©le Mihrab de ln Mosquée
de Mddine, qui fut d’abord placé au Nord, fut transféré au Midi: ct Ia
Mosquée prit le nom de Masjid-cl-Kiblatayn, Mosquée des deux Kiblah,”
In the first place, the Milirab is the invention of a later date, about nincty
years; and, sccondly, the title of El Kiblatayu is never given to the Mosque
of El Mcdiuak.
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the Ansari; for which reason the ¢ Bayt Ayyub,” his de-
scendants, still perform the service of the Mosque, keep
the key, and share with the Bawwabs or porters the alms
and fees here offered by the Faithful. Others declared
that the ground was the property of one Linah, a woman
who was in the habit of tethering her ass there.* The
Prophet used to visit it every Saturdayt on foot, and al-
ways made a point of praying the dawn-prayer there on
the 17th Ramazan.} A number of traditions testify to
its dignity : of these two are especially significant. The
first assures all Moslems that a prayer at Kuba is equal
to a Lesser DPilgrimage at Meccah in religious efficacy ;
and the second declares that such devotion is more ac-
ceptable to the Deity than prostrations at the Bayt el Mu-
kaddas (Jerusalem). Moreover sundry miracles took
place here, and a verset of the Koran descended from
heaven. For which reasons the Mosque was much re-
spected by Omar, who, once finding it empty, swept it
himself with a broom of thorns, and expressed his wonder
at the lukewariness of Moslem piely. 1t was originally
a square building of very small size; Osman cnlarged it
in the direction of the minaret, making it sixty-six cubits
each way. It is no longer “ mean and decayed” as in
Burckhardt’s time : the Sultan Abd el Hamid, father of
Mahmud, erectcd a neat structurc of cut stone, whose

* This degrnding report caused certain hypocrites to build a kind of
rival chapel called the Mosque Zarar. It was burnt to the ground shortly
after its erection, and all known of it is, that it stood near Kuba.

1 Some say on Monday, probably becanse on that day Mohammed
alighted at Kuba. But the present practice of El Islam, handed down from
generation to generation, is to vigit it on the Saturday.

1 There is on this day at Kuba a rcgular Ziyarat or visitation. The
people pray in the Ilaram of El Medinah, nfter which they repair to the
Kuba Mosque, and go through the ceremonics which in religions cflicacy
cqual an Umrah or lesser pilgrimage.  In books 1 have read that the 15th
of Ramazan is the proper day

cc 4
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crenelles make it look more like a place of defence than of
prayer. It has, however, no pretensions to grandeur.
The minaret is of the Turkish shape. To the south a
small and narrow Riwak, or raised hypo-style, with un-
pretending columns, looks out northwards upon a little
open arca simply sanded over; and this is the whole
building,

The large Mastabah or stone bench at the entrance of
the Mosque, was erowded with sitting people: we there-
fore lost no time, after ablution and the Niyat (“the In-
tention ”) peeuliar to this visitation, in ascending the steps,
in pulling off our slippers, and in entering the sacred
building. 'We stood upon the Musalla el Nabi (the Pro-
phet’s place of prayer)*: after Shaykh Nur and Ilamid
had forcibly cleared that auspicious spot of a devout In-
dian, and had spread o rug upon the dirty matting, we
performed a two-bow prayer, in front of a pillar into
which a diminutive marble Mihrab or niche had been in-
serted by way of memento. Then came the Dua, or sup-
lication, which was as follows: _

“0O Allah! bless and preserve, and increase, and per-
petuate, and benefit, and be propitious to, our lord Mo-
hammed, and to his family, and to his companions, and be
thou their Preserver! O Allah! this is the Mosque Kuba,
and the place of the Prophet’s prayers. O Allah! pardon
our sins, and veil our faults, and place not over us one who
feaveth not thee, and who piticth not us, and pardon us,
and the true believers, men and women, the quick of them
and the dead ; for verily thou, O Lord, art the hearer, the
near to us, the answerer of our supplications.”  After
which we recited the Testification and the Itatihah, and
we drew our palms as usual down our faces.

* This is belicved to be the spot where the Prophet performed his first
Rukat, or praycv-bow.
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We then moved away to the south-enstern corner of the
edifice, and stood before a Mihrab in the southern wall.
It is called * Takat el Kashf” or “ Niche of Disclosure,”
by those who belicve that as the Prophet was standing un-
dceided about the dircction of Meccah, the Archangel
Gabriel removed all obstructions to his vision. There
again we went through the two-bow prayer, the Sup-
plication, the Testification, and the Fatihah, under diffi-
culties, for people crowded us excessively. During our
devotions, I vainly attempted to decypher a Cufic inscrip-
tion fixed in the wall above and on the right of the Mihrab,
—my regret, however, at this failure was transitory, the
character not being of an ancient date. Then we left the
Riwak, and despite the morning sun which shone fiercely
with a sickly heat, we went to the open aren where stands
the « Mabrak el Nakah,” or the ¢ I’lace of knceling of the
she Dromedary.”* 'This, the cxact spot where El Kaswa
sat down, is covered with a diminutive dome of cut stone,
supported by four stone pillars: the building is about
cight fect high and a little less in length and breadth. It
has the appearance of being modern.  On the floor, which
was raised by steps above the level of the ground, lay, as
usual, a bit of dirty matting, upon which we again went
through the ceremonies above detailed.

Then issuing fromn the canopy into the sun, a little
outside the Riwak and close to the Mabrnk, we prayed
upon the ¢ Makan ¢l Ayat,”t or the “ Place of Signs.”
Here was revealed to Mohammed a passage in the Koran

* « Mabrak ” is the locative noan from the triliteral root * Baraka—he
blessed, or he (the camel) knelt npon the ground.” Perhaps this philolo-
gical conncetion may have determined Mohamined to congider tho knccling
of the dromedary a gign that Allah had blessed tho spot.

T “Ayat” here menns a verset of the Koran,  Some authors apply tho
above-quoted lines to the I'rophet's Mosquo at Kl Medinal cexclusively,
others to both buildings.
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especially alluding to the purity of the place and of the
people of Kuba, “a temple founded in purity from its first
day ;” and again; * there men live who love to be cleansed,
and verily Allah delights in the elean.” The Prophet
exclaimed in admiration, “ O ye sons of Amr! what have
ye done to deserve all this praise and beneficence ?” when
the people offered him an explanation of their personal
cleanliness which I do not care to repeat. The temple
of Kuba from that day took a fresh title—Masjid el
Takwa, or the “ Mosque of Picty.”

Ilaving finished our prayers and ceremonies at the
Mosque of Piety, we fought our way out through a crowd
of importunate beggars, and turning a few paces to the
left, halted ncar a small chapel adjoining the south-west
angle of the larger temple.  'We there stood at a grated
window in the western wall, and recited a supplication
looking the while most reverently at a dark dwarf archway
under which the Lady Fatimah used to sit grinding grain
in a hand mill. The Mosque in consequence bears the
name of Sittna Fatimah, A surly-looking Khadim, or
guardian, stood at the door demanding a dollar in the most
authoritative Arab tone — we thercfore did not enter.
At El Medinah and at Mcccah the traveller’s hand nust
be perpetually in his pouch : no stranger in Paris or Lon-
don is more surely or more severely taken in. Already I
began to fear that my eighty pounds would not suffice for
all the expenses of sight-secing, and the apprehension was
Justified by the sequel. My only friend was the boy Mo-
hammed, who displayed a fiery cconomy that brought him
into considerable disrepute with his countrymen. They
saw with emotion that he was preaching parsimony to me
solely that I might have more money to spend at Meecah
. under his auspices. This being palpably the case, I threw
all the blame of penuriousness upon the young Machiavel’s
shoulders, and resolved, as he had taken charge of my
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finances at El Medinah, so at Meccah to administer them
myself. |
After praying at the window, to the great disgust of
the Khadim, who openly asscrted that we were “low fel-
lows,” we passed through some lanes lined with beggars
and Bedouin children, till we came to a third little Mosque
sitnated duc south of the larger onc. This is called the
Masgjid Arafat, and is crected upon a mound also naumed
Tall Arafat, because on one occasion the Prophet, being
unable to visit the Holy mountain at the pilgrimage sea-
son, stood there, saw through the intcrvening space, and
in spirit. performed the ceremony.  Tlere also we looked
into a window instead of opening the door with a silver
key, and the mesquin appearance of all within prevented
my regretting the necessity of cconomy. In India or
Sindh every village would have a better mosque. Our
last visit was to a fourth chapel, the Masjid Ali, so termed
because the Prophet’s son-in-law had a house upon this
spot.* After praying there —and terribly hot the little
hole was! — we repaired to the last place of visitation at
Kuba —a large deep well called the Bir El Aris, in a
garden to the west of the Mosque of Piety, with a little
oratory adjoining it. A Persian wheel was going drowsily
round, and the cool water fell into a tiny pool, whence it
whirled and bubbled away in childish mimicry of a river.
The music sounded sweet in my cars, 1 stubbornly refused
to do any more praying — though Shaykh llamid, for
form’s sake, reiterated, with parental emphasis, ¢ how very
wrong it was,” —and sat down, as the Prophet himself
did not disdain to do, with the resolution of enjoying on the
brink of the well a few moments of unwonted * Kayf.”
The heat was overpowering, though it was ouly nine

* Ibn Jubayr informs us that Abubcekr, Ayisha, and Omar had habita-
tions at Kuba.
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o’clock, the sound of the stream was soothing, that water
wheel was creaking a lullaby, and the limes and pomne-
granates, gently rustling, shed  voluptuous  fragrance
through the morning air. I fell asleep — and wondrous
the contrast | — dreamed that I was once more standing

“By the wall whercon hangeth the crucified vine,”

looking upon the valley of the Lianne, with its glaucous
scas and grey skies, and banks here and there white with
snow. '

The Bir ¢l Aris?®, so called after a Jew of El Medinah,
is one which the Prophet delighted to visit. He would
sit upon its brink with his bare legs hanging over the
gide, and his companions used to imitate his example.
This practice caused a sad disaster; in the sixth ycar of
his caliphate, Osman, according to Abulfeda and Yakut,
dropped from his finger Mohammed’s scal ring, which,
engraved in three lines with “ Mohammed — Apostle —
(of) Allah,” had served to scal the letters sent to neigh-
boring kings, and had descended to the first three suc-
cessors.f  The precious article was not recovered after
three days’ search, and the well was thenceforward called
Bir el Khatim — of the Seal Ring. It is also called the
Bir el Taflat — of Salivat — because the Prophet honored

* Some authors mention a second Bir El Aris, belonging in part to the
Caliph Osman.

Aceording to Yukut, * Aris” is the Hebrew or Syriae word for a pea-
sunt: hie quotes the plural form Avisdn and Aririsab.

T Others assert, with lesy probability, that the article in question was lost
by one Maukal, a fuvorite of Osman.  As that ill-fated Culipl’s troubles
began at the time of this accident, the ving is generally compaved to Solo-
mon’s,  Our popular authors, who assert that Mohamined himself lost the
ring, are greatly in crror.

¥ According to some authors, Mohammed drew a bucket of water, drank
part of the contents, spat into the rest, and poured it back into the well,
which justantly beeme sweet. 1bn Jubayr applics the epithet Bir 1dl Taflat
Jeculiarly to the Avis well @ many other authors are not so exact.
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it by expectoration, which, by the bye, he scems to have
donc to almost all the wells in il Medinah. The effect
of the operation upon the Bir el Aris, say the historians,
was to sweeten the water, which before was salt. Their
testimony, however, did not prevent my detecting a pro-
nounced medicinal taste in the luke-warm draught drawn
for me by Shaykh ITamid. In Mohammed's day the total
number of wells is recorded to have been twenty : most of
them have long since disappeared ; but there still remain
seven, whose waters were drunk by the Prophet, and
which, in consequence, the Zair is directed to visit.* They
are known by the classical title of Saba Abar, or the seven
wells, and their names are included in this couplet,

¢ Aris and Ghars, and Rumah and Buzaat
And Busat, with Bayruha and Ihn.” ¢

* The pious perform the Lesser Ablution upon the brink of the seven
wells, and drink of the remnant of the water in “ Tabarruk” or to secure the
blessing of God.

1 Some alter the 3rd, the 5th, and tho 7th names to Bir el Nabi, n well
in the Kuba gardens, Bir el Ghurbal, and Bir ol Fukayyir, whoro thoe
Prophet, together with Salman the Pevsinn and others of his companions,
planted date trees.

The Bir el Aris has already been described.

The Bir el Ghars, Gharas or Ghurs, so called, it is said, from the place
where it was sunk, about 3 a mile N.E. of the Kuba Mogque, is n large well
with an abundance of witer.  Mohammed nsed to perform ablution on its
brink, and dirccted Ali to wash his corpso with scven sking full of the
watcr.

The Bir Ramah is a large well with a spring at the bottom, dug in the
Wady el Akik, to the north of the Mosque El Kiblatayn. It is called
4 Kalib Mazni ” (the old well of Mazni), in this tradition ; “ The best of old
wells is the old well of Mazni.” And ancient it must be if the legend say
true, that when Abu Karb bhesieged 181 Medinah (A. ». 495), he was re-
lieved of sickness by drinking its produce, Some assert that it afforded the
only sweet water in El Medinah when the Prophet arrived there. The
town becoming crowded by an influx of visitors, this water was sold hy its
owner, & man of the Beni Ghallar tribe, or according to others, by one
Mazni a Jew., Osman at last bonght it by paying upwards of 100 camels.

The Bir Buzaat, or Bizaat, or Bisaat, is in the Nakhil or palm plantations
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After my sleep,”which was allowed to last until a pipe or
two of Latakia had gone round the party, we remounted
our animals. On the left of the village returning towards
E1 Mecdinah, my companions pointed out to me a garden,
called El Madshuniyah. It contains a quarry of the
yellow loam or bole-earth, called by the Arabs Tafl, the
Persians Gil i Sarshui and the Sindhians Met®. It is used
as soap in many parts of the Kast, and, mixed with oil, it
is supposed to cool the body, and to render the skin fiesh
and supple. It is related that the Prophiet cured a Bedouin
of the Beni IHaris tribe of fever by washing him with a
pot of Tafl dissolved in water, and hence the earth of Kl
Mecdinah derived its healing fame. As far as I could
learn from the Madani, this clay is no longer valued by
them, cither medicinally or cosmetically; the only use
they could mention was its being ceaten by the fair sex,
when in the peculiar state described by ¢ chlorosis.”

outside the Bab ¢l Shami or north-western gate of El Medinah on the right
of the road leading to Ohod.  Whoever washes in its waters three times
shall he healed,

The Biv Busat is near the Bakin cemetery, on the left of the road leading
to Kuba, The Prophet used to bathe in the water, and declared it healthy
to the skin.

The Bir Bayruha, under whosc trees the Prophet was fond of sitting, lics
outside the Bah Dar ¢l Ziyafah, leading to Mount Ohod. The Kamus gives
the word ¢ Bayrulia upon the measure of Fayluba.” Some anthoritics upon
the subject of Ziyarat, write Bayruha, “ Bir Ha,” — the well of Ha, and
varicusly suppose “IIn” to be the name of a man, o woman, or a place,
Yakut wmentions other pronuncintions: * Bariha,” ¢ Barihi,” « Bayrihd,” &,

The Bir 1 is in a large garden K. of Kuba. Little is said in books
about thig well, and the people of El Medinah do not kuow the name,
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CHAP. XX.

TIIE VISITATION OF TIAMZATI'S TOMB,

Ox the morning of Sunday, the twenty-third Zu’l Kaadah
(28th August, 1853), arrived the great Caravan from El
Sham or Damascus.® It is popularly called Hajj El
Shami, the ¢ Damascus pilgrimage,” ds the Egyptian
Cafila is El Misri, or the Cairo pilgrimage. It is the main
stream which carries off all the small currents that at this
scason of general movement flow from central Asia towards
the great centrc of the Islamitic world, and in 1853
amounted to about 7000 souls. It was anxiously expected
by the people for several reasons. In the first place, it
brought with it a new curtain for the Prophet’s Iujrah,
the old one being in a tattered condition; sccondly, it had
charge of the annual stipends and pensions of the citizens;
and thirdly, many families expected members returning
under its escort to their homes. The popular anxiety was
greatly increased by the disordered state of the country
round about; and, moreover, the great caravan had been
one day late, generally arriving on the morning of the
22nd Zu'l Kaadah.

During the night three of Shaykh Hamid’s brothers,
who had entered as Muzawwirs with the Hajj, came sud-
denly to the house: they leaped off their camels, and lost
not a moment in going through the usual scene of kissing,

* This city derives its nane, the “ Great (Gate of Pilgrimage,” and the
“ Key of tho Prophet’s Tomb ” from its being tho gathering-place of this
caravan



400 PILGRIMAGE TO EL MEDINAH AND MECCAH.

embracing, and weeping bitterly for joy. T arose in the
morning, and looked out from the windows of the Majlis:
the Barr el Munakhah, from a dusty waste dotted with a
few Bedouins and hair tents, had assumed all the various
shapes and the colors of a kaleidescope. The eye was
bewildered by the shifting of innumerable details, in all
parts totally different from one another, thrown confusedly
together in one small field; and, however jaded with sight-
secing, it dwelt with delight upon the vivacity, the variety,
and the intense picturesquencss of the seene. In one night
had sprung up a town of tents of every size, color, and
shape,— round, square and oblong,—open and closed,—
from the shawl-lined and gilt-topped pavilion of the Pacha,
with all the luxurious appurtenances of the Harem, to its
neighbour the little dirty green “ rowtie” of the tobacco-
seller. They were pitched in admirable order: here
ranged in a long line, where a street was requireds there
packed in dense masses, where thoroughfares were unne-
cessary. But how describe the utter confusion in the crowd-
ing, the bustling, and the vast variety and volume of sound?
Huge white Syrian dromedarices, compared with which those
of Ll Hejaz appeared mere pony-camels, jingling large
bells, and bearing Shugdufs* like miniature green tents,
swaying and tossing upon their backs; gorgeous Takh-
trawan, or litters carried between camels or mules with
scarlet and brass trappings; Bedouins bestriding naked-
backed ¢ Daluls,”t and clinging like apes to the hairy

* The Syrian Shugduf differs cntively from that of El Iejaz. Tt is
composed of two solid woodeu cots about four fect in length, slung along
the camel’s sides and covered over with cloth, in the shape of a tent. They
arc nearly twice as heavy as the Hejazi litter, and yet a Syrian camel-man
would as surcly refuse to put one of the latter upon his beast’s back, as the
Hcjuzi to carry a Syrian litter, .

t This is the Arabic modern word, synonymous with the Egyptian Hajin,
n.incly, a she dromedary.  The word “ Nakah,” at present popular in Kl
Hejuz, mcans a she dromedary kept for breeding as well us riding,
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humps; Arnaut, Turkish, and Kurd Irregular Cavalry,
fiercer looking in their mirth than Roman peasants in
their rage; fainting Persian pilgrims, forcing their stub-
born dromedaries to kneel, or dismounted grumbling from
jaded donkeys; Kahwajis, sherbet sellers, and ambulant
tobacconists crying their goods; country-people driving
flocks of sheep and goats with infinite clamor through
lines of horses ficreely snorting and rearing; towns-people
secking ‘their friends; returned travellers cxchanging
affectionate salutes; devout Hajis jolting one another,
running under the legs of camels, and tumbling over the
tents’ ropes in their hurry to reach the Haram; cannon
roaring from the citadel; shopmen, water-carriers and
fruit vendors fighting over their bargains; boys bullying
heretics with loud screams; a well-mounted party of fine
old Arab Shaykhs of 1lamidah clan, preceded by their
varlets, performing the Arzah or war dance,— compared
with which the Pyrenean bear’s performance is grace
itself, — firing their duck-guns upwards, or blowing
the powder into the calves of those before them, brand-
ishing their swords, leaping frantically the while, with
their bright-colored rags floating in the wind, tossing their
long spears tufted with ostrich feathers high in the air,
reckless where they fall; servants seeking their masters,
and masters their tents with vain cries of Ya Mohammed *;
grandees riding mules or stalking on foot, preceded by
their crowd-beaters, shouting to clear the way; —hcre the
loud shrieks of women and children, whose litters are
bumping and rasping against one another;— there the
low moaning of some poor wretch that is secking a shady
corner to die in:—add a thick dust which blurs the out-
lines like a London fog, with a flaming sun that draws
sparkles of fire from the burnished weapons of the crowd,

* One might as sensibly cry out “ John” in an English theatro.
VOL. 1. DD



402 PILGRIMAGE TO EL MEDINAH AND MECCAH.

and the brass balls of tent and litter; and—1I doubt,
gentle reader, that even the length, the jar, and the con-
fusion of this description is adequate to its subject, or that
any “word-painting” of mine can convey a just idea of
the scene.

This was the day appointed for our visiting the martyrs
of Ohod. After praying the dawn-prayers as directed at
the Ilaram, we mounted our donkeys, and, armed with
pistols and knives, sct out from the city. Our party was
large.  Saad the Devil had offered to accompuny us, and
the bustle aronnd kept him in the best of humours; Umar
liffendi was also there, quict-looking and humble as usual,
leading his ass to avoid the trouble of dismounting every
second minute.* I had the boy Mohammed and my
“ glave,” and Shaykh Iamid was attended by half a dozen
relations,  To avoid the crush of the Barr ¢l Munakhah,
we made a détour westwards, over the bridge and down
the course of the torrent-bed “ el Sayh.” We then passed
along the southern wall of the castle, traversed its eastern
outwork, and issued from the Bab el Shami. During the
greater part of the time we were struggling through a
living tide; and anong dromedaries and chargers a donkey
is by no means a pleasant monture. With some difficulty,
but without any more serious accident than a fall or two,
we found ourselves in the space beyond and northward of
the city. This also was covered with travellers and tents,
amongst which, on an eminence to the left of the road,
rose conspicuous the bright green pavilion of the Imir 151
I1yjj, the commandant of the Caravan.f Illard by, half

* Respectable men in El Hejaz, when they meet friends, acquaintances, or
superiors, consider it only polite to dismount from a donkey.

1 "The title of the Pacha who has the privilege of conducting the Caravan.
1t is a lucrative as well as an honorable employment, for the Emir enjoys
the droit d’aubaine, becoming heir to the personal property of all pilgrims
who die in the holy citics or on the line of march. And no Persian,
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ita. height surrounded by a Kanat or tent wall, stood the
Syrian or Sultan’s Mahmal, all glittering with green and
gilding and gold, and around it were pitched the handsome
habitations of the principal officers and grandees of the
pilgrimage. On the right hand lay extensive palm plan-
tations, and on the left, strewed over the plain, were signs
of wells and tanks, built to supply the Ilajj with water.
We pass two small buildings,—onc the Kubbat El Sabak,
or Dome of Precedence, where the Prophet’s warrior
friends used to display their horsemanship; the second
the Makan, or burial-place of Sayyidna Zaki el Din, one
of Mohammed’s multitudinous descendants. Then we fall
into a plain, resembling that of Kuba, but less fertile.
While we are jogging over it, a few words concerning
Mount Ohod may not be misplaced.
A popular distich says,

% Verily there is healing to the eye that looks
Unto Ohod and the two Harrahs® near.”

cven of the poorest, would think of indertaking a pilgrimage by this
line of conuntry, without having at least 80 in rendy money with him,

The first person who bore the title of Emir cl Hajj was Abubekr, who in
the 9th year of the Hijrah led 300 Moslems from El Medinah to the Meccah
pilgrimage. On this occasion idolaters and infidcls wore for the first timo
expelled the Tloly City.

* ¢« Harrah” from Harr (heat) is the generic name of lava, porous basalt,
georim, greenstone, schiste, and othera anpposed to hie of igneous origin, It
is also used to denote a ridge or hill of such formation. One llarrah has
alrcady been mentioned in Chapter XV. The sccond is on the rond to
Ohod. There is a third 1Iarraly, called El Wakin or ¥l Zahrah, about one
mile castward of El Medinah. Here the Prophet wept, predicting that the
best men of his faith would be foully slain. The prophecy was fulfilled in
the days of Yezid, when the people of El Medinah filled their assembly
with slippers and turbans to show that on account of his abominations they
had cast off their allegiance as a garment. The ¢ Accursed ” sent an aged
ginner, Muslim bin Akbah el Marni, who, thongh a cripple, defeated the
Madani in o battle called the “ Affair of the Ridge,” slaying of them
10,000 citizens, 1700 learned and great men, 700 teachers of the Koran,
and 97 Karashi nobles. This happencd in the month of Z'ul Hijjab, A.n.

DD 2



404 PILGRIMAGE TO EL MEDINAII AND MECCAM,

And of this holy hill the Prophet declared, “Ohod is a
mountain which loves us and which we love: it is upon
the gate of ITcaven”;* adding, ¢ and Ayrt is a place which
hates us and which we hate: it is upon the gate of Hell.”
The former sheltered Mohammed in the time of danger,
therefore, on Resurrection Day it will be raised to ara-
dise : whereas Jebel Ayr, its neighbour, having been so
ill-judged as to refuse the Prophet water on an occasion
while he thirsted, will be cast incontinently into Hell.
Moslem divines, be it observed, ascribe to Mobhammed
miraculous authority over animals, vegetubles, and minerals,
as well as over men, angels, and jinus, 1lence the speak-
ing wolf, the weeping post, the oil-stone, and the love and
hate of these two mountains. It is probably one of the
many remaing of ancient paganism pulled down and after-
wards used to build up the edifice of 131 1slam. According
to the old Persians, the sphere hath an active soul. Some

63. TFor three days the city was plundcred, the streets ran blood, dogs ate
human flesh in the Mosque, and no less than 1000 women were insulted.
It was long before EI Medinah recovered from this fatal blow, which old
Musliin declared would open to Lim the gates of Paradise.

The oceurrence is now forgotten at El Medinah, though it will live in
history. The people know not the place, and even the books are doubtful
whether this Hurrah be not upon the spot where the Khandak or moat was,

* Meaning that on the day of resurrection it shall be so treated. Many,
however, suppose Ohod to be one of the four bills of Paradise. The other
three, according to 1il Tabrani from Amr bin Auf, are Sinai, Lebunon, and
Me. Warkan on the Mecean road,  Othiers suppose Ohod to be one of the
six mountaing which aflorded waterials fur the Kanbah, viz. Abu Kubays,
Sinai, Kuds (at Jevusalen), Warkan and Radhwah near Yambu,  Also it
is said that when the bord couversed with Moses on Sinai, the mountain
burst into six picces, three of which flew to El Mcedinah, Olod, Warkan
and Radhwab, and three to Meceah, Hira (now popularly called Jebel
Nur), Sabir (the old name fer Jebel Muua), and Saur,

t “Ayr” means a “wild ass,” whereas Ohod is derived from Ahad,
“ one,”—s0 called Lecause fated to be the pluce of victory to those who
worship one God. The very names, say Moslem divines, make it abun-
dantly evident that ¢ven as the men of EI Medinah were of two partics,
friendly and hostile to the Prophet, 50 were these mountains,
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sects of Hindus believe ¢ mother earth,” upon whose bosom
we little parasites crawl, to be a living being. This was
a dogma nlso amongst the ancient Egyptians, who denoted
it by a peculiar symbol,—the globe with human legs.
Hence the “ Makrokosmos ” of the plagiaristic Greeks, the
animal on a large scale, whose diminutive was the ¢ Mikro-
kosmos "—man. ¢ Tota natura,” repeats Malpighi, « ex-
istit in minimis.” Amongst the Romans, Tellus or Terra
was a female deity, anthropomorphised according to their
syncretic system, which furnished with strange gods their
Pantheon, but forgot to append. the scroll explaining the
inner sense of the symbol. And some modern philo-
sophers, Kepler, Blackmore, and others, have not scrupled
to own their belief in a doctrine which as long as ¢ Life”
is a mere word on man’s tongue, can neither be disproved
nor proved. The Mohammedans, as usual, exaggerate the
dogma,—a Hadis related by Abu Hurayrah casts on the
day of judgment the sun and the moon into hell fire.
Jebel Ohod owes its present reputation to a cave which
sheltered the Prophet when pursued by his enemies®, to -
certain springs of which he drankt, and especially to its
being the scene of a battle celebrated in El Islam. On
Saturday, the 11th Shawwal, in the 3rd year of the Hij-
rah (26th January A. p. 625) Mohammed with 700 men
engaged 3000 infidels under the command of Abu Sufiyan,
ran great personal danger, and lost his uncle Hamzal, the
“ Lord of Martyrs.” On the topmost pinnacle, also, is
the Kubbat Harun, the dome erected over Aaron’s re-
mains. It 18 now, I was told, in & ruinous condition, and

® This cave i8 a place of visitation, but I did not go there, as it ison the
northern flank of the hill, and all assured me that it contained nothing
worth seeing. Many ignore it altogether.
t Ohod, it is said, sent forth in the Prophet’s day 360 springs, of which
10 or 12 now remain.
PD 3
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is placed upon the * pinnacle of seven hills”* in a position
somewhat like that of certain buildings on St. Angelo in
the bay of Naples. Alluding to the toil of reaching it,
the Madani quote a facetious rhyme inscribed upon the
wall by one of their number who had wasted his breath : —

% Malun jbn Malun
Man talaa Kubbat Harun ! ”

Anglicd, ¢ The man must be a ruffian who climbs up to
Aaron’s Dome.” Devout Moslems visit Ohod every
Thursday morning after the dawn devotions in the Haram,
pray for the Shuhada of Ohod, and, after going through
the ceremonies, return to the Haram in time for mid-day
worship. On the 12th of Rajab, Zairs come out in large
bodies from the city, encamp here for three or four days,
vass the time in feasting, jollity, and devotion, as usual at
saints’ festivals and pilgriinages in general.

After half an hour’s ride we came to the Mustarah or
resting place, so called because the Prophet sat here for a
few minutes on his way to the battle of Qhod. Itisa
newly-built square enclosure of dwarf whitewashed walls,
within which devotees pray. On the outside fronting Ll
Medinah is a seat like a chair of rough stones. Here I
~was placed by my Muzawwir, who recited an ingignificant
supplication to be repcated after him. At its end with
the Fatihah and accompaniments, we remounted our asses
and resumed our way. Travelling onwards, we came in
sight of the second Harrah or ridge. It lies to the right
and left of the road, and resembles lines of lava, but I had
not on opportunity to examine it narrowly.f Then we

* Meaning that the visitor must ascend several smaller eminences. The
time occupied is from eight to nine hours, but I should not advise my suc-
cessor to attempt it in the hot weather,

t When engaged in such a lioly errand as this, to have ridden away for
the purpose of inspecting a line of black stone, would lhave been certain to
arouse the suspicions of an Arab. Llither, ho would argue, you recognise
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reached the gardens of Ohod, which reflect in miniature
those of Kuba, and presently we arrived at what explained
the presence of verdure and vegetable life, —a deep Fiu-
mara full of loose sand and large stones denoting an im-
petuous stream. It flows along the southern base of Ohod,
said to be part of the Medinah plain, and collects the
drainage of the high lands to the S. and S. E. The bed
becomes impassable after rain, and sometimes the torrents
overflow the neighbouring gardens. By the direction of
this Fiumara I judged that it must supply the Ghabbah
or “basin ” in the hills north of the plain. Good authori-
ties, howover, informed me that a large volume of water
will not stand there, but flows down the beds that wind
through the Ghauts westward of I8l Medinah and falls into
the sea near the harbour of Wijh. To the south of the
Fiumara is a village on an eminence, containing some large
brick houses now in a ruinous state; these are the villas
of opulent and religious citizens who visited the place for
change of air, recreation, and worship at Iamzah’s tomb.
Our donkeys sank fetlock-decp in the loose sand of the
torrent-bed. Then renching the northern side and as-
cending a gentle slope, we found ourselves upon the battle-
field.

This spot, so celebrated in the annals of El Islam, is a
shelving strip of land, close to the southern base of Mount
Ohod. The army of the Infidels advanced from the Fiu-
mara in crescent shape, with Abu Sufiyan, the general,
and his idols in the centre. It is distant about threce
miles from El Medinah, in a northerly direction.®* All the.

the place of some treasure described in your books, or yon are a magician
seeking a talisman. :

* Most Arab authors place Ohod about two miles N. of EI Medinah.
Fl Idrisi calls it the nearest hill, and calculates the distance at 6000 paces.
Golius gives two leagues to Ohod and Ayr, which is much too far. In our
popular accounts, “ Mohammed posted himself upon the hill of Ohod, about
siz miles from El Medinah,” are two mistakes,

DD 4
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visitor sees is hard gravelly ground, covered with little
heaps of various colored granite, red sandstone, and bits
of porphyry, to denote the different places where the
martyrs fell, and were buried.* Seen from this point,
there is something appalling in the look of the Holy
Mountain, Its seared and jagged flanks rise like masses
of iron from the plain, and the crevice into which the
Moslem host retired, when the disobedience of the archers
in hastening to plunder cnabled Khalid bin Walid to fall
upon Mohammed’s rear, is the only break in the grim
wall. Reeking with heat, its surface produces not one
green shrub or stunted tree; not a bird or beast appeared
upon its inhospitable sides, and the bright blue sky glaring
above its bald and sullen brow, made it look only the more
repulsive. I was glad to turn my eyes away from it.

To the left of the road N. of the Fiumara, and leading
to the mountains, stands Hamzal’s Mosque, which, like
the Haram of El Medinah, is a mausoleum as well as a
fane. It is a small square strongly-built edifice of hewn
stone, with a dome covering the solitary

T o la hypostyle to the south, and the usual mi-
I tg paret. The westward wing is a Zawiyah
T| o 1ﬂ or oratory {, frequented by the celebrated
A S s Sufi and Saint, Mohammed ¢l Samman,
1. Mastabah, the ““clarified butter-seller,” one of whose
3 Paigage leadiog to blood, the reader will remember, stood by
4 g;mtg{::' my side in the person of Shaykh Hamid.

g, Humsah's Tomb. . On the eastern side of the building a half

palm trees. wing projects, and opens to the south,
with a small door upon a Mustabah or stone bench five or

* They are said to be seventy, but the heaps appeared to me at least
three times more numerous.

. t A Zawiyah in northern Africa resembles the Takiyeh of India, Persia,
and Egypt, being a monastery for dervishes who reside there singly or in
numbers, A Mosque, and sometimes, according to the exccllent practice

of El Islam, a school, are attached to it
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six feet high, which completes the square of the edifice.
On the right of the road opposite Ilamzah’s Mosque, is
a large erection, now in ruius, containing a deep hole lead-
ing to a well, and huge platforms for the accommodation
of travellers, and beyond, towards the mountains, are the
small edifices presently to be described.

Some Turkish women were sitting veiled upon the
shady platform opposite the Martyrs’ Mosque. At a little
distanco their husbands, and the scrvants holding horses
and asses, lay upon the ground, and a large crowd of De-
douins, boys, girls, and old women, had gathered around
to beg, draw water, and sell dry dates. They were awaiting
the guardian, who had not yet acknowledged the summons.
After half an hour’s vain patience, we determined to pro-
ceed with the ceremonies. Ascending by its steps the
Mastabah subtending half the eastern wall, Shaykh Hamid
placed me 8o as to front the tomb., There, standing in the
burning sun, we repeated the following prayer: ¢ Peace
be upon thee, O our lord Hamzah! O paternal uncle of
Allah’s messenger! O paternal uncle of Allah’s Prophet!
Peace bg upon thee, O paternal uncle of Mustafa! Peace
be upon thee, O Prince of the Martyrs! O Prince of the
Happy | Peace be upon thee, O Lion of Allah! O Lion
of his Prophet |”

After which, we asked Hamzah and his companions to
lend us their aid, in obtaining for us and ours pardon,
worldly prosperity, and future happincss. Scarcely had
we finished when, mounted on a high-trotting dromedary,
appeared the emissary of Mohammed Khalifah, descendant
of El Abbas, who keeps the key of the Mosque, and re-
ceives the fees and donations of the devout. It was to
be opened for the Turkish pilgrims. I waited to see the
interior. The Arab drew forth from his pouch, with
abundant solemnity, a bunch of curiously made keys, and
sharply directed me to stand away from and out of sight
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of the door. When I obeyed, grumblingly, he began to
rattle the locks, and to snap the padlocks, opening them
slowly, shaking them, and making as much noise as pos-
gible. The reason of the precaution—it sounded like
poetry if not sense—is this. It is believed that the souls
of martyrs, leaving the habitations of their senseless clay*,
are fond of sitting together in spiritual converse, and pro-
fane eye must not fall upon the scene. What grand
pictures these imaginative Arabs see! Conceive the ma-
jestic figures of the saints—for the soul with Moham-
medans is like the old European spirit, a something imma-
terial in the shape of the body — with long grey beards,
earnest faces, and solemn eyes, reposing beneath the palms,
and discussing events now buried in the darkness of a
thousand yeurs.

I would fuin be hard upon this superstition, but shame
prevents. When in Nottingham, eggs may not be carried
out after sunset; when Ireland hears Banshees, or appa-
ritional old women, with streaming hair, and dressed in
blue mantles ; when Scotland sees a shroud about a person,
showing his approaching death; when France has her
loup-garous, revenants, and poules du Vendredi Saint (7. e.
hens hatched on Good Friday supposed to change color
every year): as long as the Holy Coat cures devotees at
‘Tréves, Madonnas wink at Rimini, San Gennaro melts at
Naples, and Addolorate and Estatiche make converts to
hysteria at Rome — whilst the Virgin manifests herself to
children on the Alps, whilst Germany sends forth Psy-

* Some historians relate that forty-six ycars after the battle of Ohod, the
tombs were laid bare by a torrent, when the corpses appeared in their
winding-sheets as if buried the day before, Some had their hands upon
their death wounds, from which fresh blood trickled when the pressure was
forcibly removed. In opposition to this Moslem theory, we have that of
tho modern Greceks, namely, that if the body be not decomposed within a
year, it shows thut the soul is not where it should be,
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chography, whilst Europe, the civilised, the enlightened,
the sceptical, dotes over such puerilities as clairvoyance
and table-turning ; and whilst even hard-headed America
believes in “ mediums,” in * snail-telegraphs,” and ¢ spirit~
rappings,” — I must hold the men of El Medinah to be as
wise, and their superstition to be as respectable as others.

But the realities of Hamzah’s Mosque have little to re-
commend them. The building is like that of Kuba, only
smaller, and the hypostyle is hung with oil lamps and
ostrich eggs, the usual paltry furniture of an Arab mauso-
leum. On the walls are a few modern inscriptions and
framed poetry, written in a caligraphic hand. Beneath
the Riwak lies Hamzah, under a mass of black basaltic
stone®, resembling that of Aden, only more porous and
scoriaceous, convex at the top, like a heap of earth, with-
out the Kiswaht, or cover of a saint’s tomb, and railed
round with wooden bars. At his head, or westward, lies
Abdullah bin Jaysh, a name little known to fame, under a
plain whitewashed tomb, also convex; and in the court-
yard is a similar pile, erected over the remains of Shammas
bin Usman, another obscure companion.} We then passed
through a door in the northern part of the western wall,
and saw a diminutive palm plantation and a well. After
which we left the Mosque, and I was under the *fatal
necessity ” of paying a dollar for the honor of entering
it. But the guardian promised that the chapters Y. S.
and Il Ikhlas should be recited for my benefit—the latter

* In Ibn Jubayr’s time the tomb was red.

+ In the common tombs of martyrs, saints, and holy men, this covenng
is usually of green cloth, with long white letters sewn upon it. I forgot to
ask whether it was temporarily absent from Hamzah’s grave.

1 All these erections are new. In Burckhardt’s time they were mere heaps
of earth, with a few looso stones placed around them. I do not know what
has become of the third martyr, said to have been interred near llamazah,
Possibly some day he may reappear: meanwhile the people of EI Medinah
aro so wealthy in saints, that they can well afford to losc sight of one.
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forty times—and if their efficacy be one-twentieth part of
what men say it is, the reader cannot quote against me a
cortain popular proverb, concerning an order of men casily
parted from their money.

Issuing from the Mosque, we advanced a few paces
towards the mountain. On our left we passed by—at a
respectful distance, for the Turkish Hajis cried out that
their women were engaged in ablution —a large Sehrij
or tank, built of cut stone with steps, and intended to
detain the overflowing waters of the torrent. The next
place we prayed at was a small square, enclosed with
dwarf whitewashed walls, containing a few graves de-
noted by ovals of loose stones thinly spread upon the
ground. This is primitive Arab simplicity. The Be-
douins still mark the places of their dead with four stones
planted at the head, the fect, and the sides; in the centre
the earth is either heaped up Musannam (i e like the
hump of a camel), or more generally left Musattah —
level. I therefore suppose that the latter was the original
shape of the Prophet’s tomb. Within the enclosure cer-
tain martyrs of the holy army were buried. After praying
there, we repaired to a small building still nearer to the
foot of the mountain. It is the usual cupola springing
from four square walls, not in the best preservation.
Here the Prophet prayed, and it is called the Kubbat el
Sanaya, “ Dome of the Front Teeth,” from the following
circumstance. Five Infidels were bound by oath to slay
Mohammed at the battle of Ohod: one of these, Ibn
Kumayyah, threw so many stones, and with such good
will that two rings of the Prophet’s helmet were driven
into his cheek, and blood poured from his brow down his
mustachios, which he wiped with a cloak to prevent the
drops falling to the ground. Then Utbah bin Abi Wakkas
hurled a stone at him, which, splitting his lower lip,
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knocked out one of his front teeth.®* On the left of the
Mihrab, inserted low down in the wall, is a square stone,
upon which Shaykh Hamid showed me the impression of
a tooth +: he kissed it with peculiar reverence, and so
did I. But the boy Mohammed being by me objurgated
— for I remarked in him a jaunty demeanour combined
with neglectfulness of ceremonies — saluted it sulkily,
muttering the while hints about the holiness of his birth-
place exempting him from the trouble of stooping. Al-
ready he had appeared at the Iaram without his Jubbah,
and with ungirt loing,—in waistcont and shirt slecves,
Morcover he had conducted himsclf indecorously by
nudging Shaykh Hamid’s sides during divine service.
Feeling that the youth’s ¢ moral man” was, like his
physical, under my charge, and determined to arrest a
course of conduct which must have ended in obtaining °
for me, the master, the reputation of a “ son of Belial,” I
insisted upon his joining us in the customary two-bow
prayers. And Saad the Devil taking my side of the
question with his usual alacrity when a disturbance was
in prospect, the youth found it necessary to yield. After
this little scene, Shaykh Hamid pointed out a sprawling
inscription blessing the companions of the Prophet. The
unhappy Abubekr’s name had been half effaced by some
fanatic Shiah, a circuinstance which secmed to arouse all
the ovil in my companions’ nature, and looking close at
the wall I found a line of Persian verse to this cffect:

4 I am weary of mwy lifo (Umr), because it bears the name of Umar,” {

* Formerly in this place was shown a slab with the mark of a man’s
head —like St. Peter’s at Rome — where the Prophet had rested. Now it
seems to have disappeared, and the tooth has succecded to its honors.

+ Some historians say that four teeth were knocked out by this stone.
This appears an exaggeration,

t In the Persian character the word Umr, life, and Umar, the name of
the hated caliph, are written exactly in the same way; which explains
the pun.
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We English wanderers are beginning to be' shamed
out of our habit of scribbling names and nonsense in
noted spots. Yet the practice is both classical and
oriental. The Greeks and Persians left their marks
everywhere, as Egypt shows, and the paws of the Sphinx
bear scratches which, being interpreted, are found to be
the -same manner of trash as that written upon the re-
mains of Thebes in A. ». 1853. And Easterns appéar
‘never to enter & building with a white wall without in-
diting upon it platitudes in verse and prose. Influenced
by these considerations, I drew forth a pencil and in-
gcribed in the Kubbat el Sanaya,

I3

“ Abduliah, the servant of Allah.”
(a.H. 1269.)

Issuing from the dome we turned a few paces to the
left, passed northwards, and thus blessed the Martyrs of
Ohod :

¢ Peace be upon ye, O Martyrs! Peace be upon ye,
O Dblessed! ye pious! ye pure! who fought upon Allah’s
path the good fight, who worshipped your ILiord until
He brought you to certainty.* DPeace be upon you of
whom Allah said (viz. in the Koran) ¢ Verily repute not
them slain on God’s path (i e. warring with Infidels);
nay, rather they are alive, and there is no fear upon them,
nor are they sorrowful!” Peace be upon ye, O Martyrs

* That is to say, “to the hour of decath.”
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1

of Ohod! one and all and the mercy of Allah and his
blessings.”

Then again we moved a few paces forward and went
through a similar ceremony, supposing ourselves to be in
the cave that sheltered the Prophet. After which, re-
turning towards the torrent-bed by the way we came, we
stood a small distance from a cupola called Kubbat el
Masra. . It resembles that of the ¢ Front-teeth,” and notes,
as its name proves, the place where the gallant Hamzah
fell by the spear of Wahshi the slave.* We faced towards

* When Jubayr bin Mutim was marching to Ohod, according to the
Rauzot el Safa, in revenge for the death of his uncle Taymah, he offered
manumission to his slave Wahshi, who was noted for the use of the Abys-
sinian spear, if he slew Hamzah. The slave sat in ambush behind a rock,
and when the hero had despatched one Sibaa bin Abd el Ayiz, of Meccah,
he threw a javelin which pierced his navel and cdme out at his back. The
wounded man advanced towards his assassin, who escaped. Hamzah then
fell, and his friends coming up, found him dead. 'Wahshi waited till he saw
an opportunity, drew the javelin from the body, and mutilated it, in order
to present trophies to the ferocious Hinda (mother of Muawiyah), whose
father, Utbah, had been slain by llamzah, The amazon insistcd upon
seeing the corpse: having prcsented her necklace and bracelets to Wahshi,
she supplied their place with the nose, the ears, and other parts of the dead
hero. After mangling the body in a disgusting manner, she ended by
tearing open the stomach and biting the liver, whence she was called “ Ak-
kalat el Akbad.” When Mohammed saw the state of his father’s brother,
he was sadly moved. Presently comforted by the inspirations brought by
Gabriel, he cried, “ It is written among the people of the seven Heavens,
Hamzah, son of Muttalib, is the Lion of Allah, and the Lion of his Pro.
plet,” and ordered him to bo shronded, and prayed over him, beginning,
says the Jazb ¢l Kulub, with scventy repetitions of ¢ Allah Akbar.” Ali
had brought in his shicld some water for Mohammed, from a Mayras, or
stone trough, which stood near the scene of action (M. C. de Perceval trans-
lates it “ un creux de rocher formant un bassin naturel )., But the Prophet
refused to drink it, and washed with it the blood from the face of him
“martyred by the side of the Mahras,” It was of the Moslems slain at
Ohod, according to Abu Daud, the Prophet declared that their souls should
be carried in the crops of green birds, that they might drink of the waters and
taste the fruits of Paradise, and nestle beneath the golden lamps that hang
from the celestial cciling. He also forbade, on this occasion, the still popu-
lar practice of mutilating an enemy’s corpse,

‘ .
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it and finished the ceremonies of this Ziyarat by a Suppli-
cation, the Testification, and the Fatihah.

In the evening I went with iny friends to the IHaram.
The minaret galleries were hung with lamps, and the in-
gide of the temple was illuminated. It was crowded with
Hajis, amongst whom were many women, a circumstance
which struck me from its being unusual.®* Some pious
pilgrims, who had duly paid for the privilege, were perched
upon ladders trimming wax candles of vast dimensions,
others were laying up for themselves rewards in Paradise,
by performing the same office to the lamps; many were
going through the ceremonies of Ziyarat, and not a few
were sitting in different parts of the Mosque apparently
overwhelmed with emotion. The boys and the beggars
were inspired with fresh energy, the Aghawat were gruffer
and surlier than I had ever seen them, and the young
men about town walked and talked with a freer and an
easier demeanour than usual. My old friends the Persians
— there were about 1200 of them in the Hajj caravan —
attracted my attention. The doorkeepers stopped them
with curses as they were about to enter, and all claimed
from each the sum of five piastres, whilst other Moslems
are allowed to enter the Mosque free. Unhappy men!
they had lost all the Shiraz swagger, their mustachios
drooped pitiably, their eyes would not look any one in
the face, and not a head bore a cap stuck upon it crookedly.
Whenever an “ Ajami,” whatever might be his rank,
stood in the way of an Arab or a Turk, he was rudely
thrust aside, with abuse muttered loud enough to be
heard by all around. All eyes followed them as they
went through the ceremonies of Ziyarat, especially as they

* The Prophet preferred women and young boys to pray privately, and
in some parts of El Islam they are not allowed to join a congregation. At
El Medinah, however, it is no longer, as in Burckhardt’s time, * thought
very indecorous in women to eater the Mosque,”
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approached the tombs of Abubekr and Omar, — which
every man is bound to defile if he can,—and the supposed
place of Fatimah’s burial. Here they stood in parties,
after praying before the Prophet’s window: one read
from a book the pathetic tale of the Lady's life, sorrows,
and mourning death, whilst the others listened to him with
breathless attention. Sometimes their emotion was too
strong to be repressed. ¢ Ay Fatimah! Ay Mazlumah!
Way! way | — O Fatimah! O thou injured one! Alas!
alas!”—burst involuntarily from their lips, despite the
danger of such exclamations, tears trickled down their
hairy cheeks, and their brawny bosoms heaved with sobs.
A strange sight it was to see rugged fellows, mountaineers
perhaps, or the fierce Iliyat of the plains, sometimes
weeping silently like children, sometimes shrieking like
hysteric girls, and utterly careless to conceal a grief so
coarse and grisly, at the same time so true and real, that
we knew not how to behold it. Then the Satanic scowls
with which they passed by or pretended to pray at tho
hated Omar's tomb! With what curses their hearts aro
belying those mouths full of blessings! Ilow they are
internally canonising Fayruz*, and praying for his eternal
happiness in the presence of the murdered man! Sticks
and stones, however, and not unfrequently the knife and
the sabre, have taught them the hard lesson of disciplining
their feelings, and nothing but a furious contraction of the
brow, a roll of the eye, intensely vicious, and a twitching
of the muscles about the region of the mouth, denotes the
wild storm of wrath within. They generally, too, manage
to discharge some part of their passion in words. ¢ Hail
Omar thou hog!” exclaims some fanatic Madani as he
passes by the heretic—a demand more outraging than
requiring a red-hot, black-north Protestant to bless the

* The Persian slave who stabbed Omar in the Mosque.
YOL. 1. EE



ﬁ}mmm 70 2 mnun AND ‘MROOAM;
Pope. .“ O Allsh !’ Whilnl" meoklympondltbe Per-
sian, changing the benediction to a curse most intelligible
" to, and most delicious in, his fellows’ cars.® :

I found an evening hour in the steamy heat of the
~ Haram equal to half a dozen afternoons; and left it re-
_solved mever to revisit it till the Hajj ‘departed from El °
‘Medinah. It was only prudent not to see much of the
Ajamis; and as I did so somewhat ostentatiously, my
companions discovercd that the. Hajj Abdullah, having
slain many of those heretics in some war or other; was
" ‘avoiding them to escape retaliation. - Inproofofmy
generalistic qualities, the rolling down of the water jar
upon the heads of the Maghribi pilgrims in the ¢ Golden
Thread” was quoted, and all offered to fight for me &
Poutrance. I took care not to contradict the report.

* Ibave heard of a Persian being beaten to death, because instead of
saying “ Peace be with thee, Ya Omar,” be insisted upon saying “ Peace be
with' thee, Ya Humar (O ass!)” A favorite trick is to change Razi
Allahu anhu — May Allah be satisfled with hin!—to Razi Allahu An.
This last word is not to be found in Richardson, but any “Luti” from
Shiraz or Isfahan can make it intelligible to the curious linguist.
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