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COREESPONDENCE.
THE MORALITY OF THE PROFESSION OF LETTERS.

Paris: April 27, 1881,

I have just seen the AcADEMY of April 9.
Your critic has a kind appreciation of my style;
but I must suppose him to exaggerate, for I
seom. to have failed to convey iy meaning.
I do not know whether £500 (or only £300, as
people used to say) be the riecessary substructure
of decent literary performance. It is a poor
account of usifit beso. Itismotso in other arts;
Wwitness, for instance, Millet. Journey work
is done in all the provinces of human labour ;
and in all it is useful, if it is done well. A,
man is a sub-lieutenant before he is a general ;
and many, remain subalterns till their death,
I neither deny the existence nor am ignorant
of the manners of the modern Grub Street.
But it is my contention that, even there, a man
may do some service to the world, and himself
earn patience, precision, and courage in his
Profession. He may never rise higher ; what
then ? . The vast majority of mankind never rise.
In the midst of clamant wants, and busy with
entirely mechanical and unprogressive toils, they.
must end their lives as they began them. Yet
1t these people neglect their dull and ill-paid

uties, we can tax them roundly. The literary
Inan, even in Grub Street, has a very different
] Ope.before him; he can say, or he can leave
Unsaid ; he has g career, if it be only of a kind ;

© hag an influence, although it be anonymous.

our critic speaks of my optimism, I am

optimistic enough to hope, or at least pray, for
a time when a man shall do whatever his hand
findeth to do with his full energy ; and, instead
of complaining that it is his ** worst work,”
shall take effoctual steps to make of it his best.
Times change, and we continue to expect a
better. The conscience of the literary profession
has surely grown more scrupulous since the
days of the Restoration; and surely it may
grow more scrupulous still. And your eritic
will hardly persuade me that the worst of cur-
rent work is written by the poorest men. He
has fully persuaded me, however, of one thing
—that the influence of literature lies chiefly in
single and striking expressions, since not even
a critic seems able to observe both the end and
the beginning of an article 8o short as mine.
RonErT Louts STEVENSON,

ASSONANCE,

Trieste : April 25, 1881,
The Pail Mall Budget, in a rather “ knagging ”
and ereaking notice of Mr. J. J. Aubertin’s
laststudy of Camoens (Seventy Sonnets), raises
a question worth discussing, The reviewer
blames such lines as @

“ While fortune was disposed to cheer my sight
‘With hope some consolation here to find,”

and .

“In blossom thou wast -snatched, but newly
grown,

Ah! Dom Antonio, by too harsh a blow,” &ec.
His reason for blaming the words in italics
18 that they are *‘ assonants;” his authority is
Coleridge, who held such assonance ¢ peculiarly
distressing to the ear ; *and his conclusion is
that “ rhymes should vary as much as possible
in sound.” .

All know that Coleridge wrote musical
verse, but his ear, in popular phrase, was not
everybody’s. To my ear the assonance, used
and not abused, adds to pleasure; it acts
ritornelle, it binds the lines, compacting the
whole, and it preserves the pitch. The dictum
concerning the extreme variety of rhyme-tone
apparently arises from what induced ~English
sonnetteers to affect a misplaced terminal
distich, the sluggishness of the Northern ear,
which expects a thump as with the national
steam-hammer.  This coda, by-the-way, is
well treated by Mr. Aubertin in his Dedicatory
Letter.

It would be interesting to know if the Pull
Mall critic expresses, on the subject of ¢ asso-
nance,” his own feeling or that of the general.
I hope not the latter. The verdict would add
to the difficulty of translation, already hard
enough—

¢¢Sith rhyme in Englissh hath such scarcity.”

. R. ¥. Burron.

PROF. NICHOL'S DECASYLLABIC LINES.
* London Institution : May 3, 1881.

Mr. Saintsbury says that the two following
lines in Prof. Nichol's new volum® are not
decasyllabic :—

** Thou front and emblem of the world’s toil,”
and

“ ¢Stets fest und treu’ o'erwh elming vain ¢ Gloire.’”

I believe that there be parts of this island
where the two-syllable Old- English word woruld
(compounded of the stems of wer and aldr) has
not degenerated into wi(r)ld, nor the two-
syllable word o’er into au(r). And, Southron
myself, I say for Prof. Nichol

MeAomoyvaoioTl AaAebues *
Awplader § eori, doxd, Tols Awpiéeoat
—especially when Dorisding is simply pro-
nouncing 1ightly.

Epwarp B. NiciroLson.

A LITTLE-KNOWXN BYRON LETTER.

Bath Literary Institute : April 27, 1881,
The original of the letter of Lord Byron
published in your last issue (AcabDEmy, No.
468) is in my possession, and not in the hands
of au Italian gentleman, as there implied. I
shall be happy to show it to anyone interested.
B. J. Baxer.

APPOINTMENTS FOR NEXT WEEK.

Moxpav,May 9,5 p.m. RoyalInstitution ;: General Monthly
Mceting.,

7.30 pm.  Aristotelian: ¢ The English 8chool
(Hartley, Mill, &o.),” by Mr. W. A. Casson.

8 p.m. Society of Arts: Cantor Lecture III., ¢““The
Art of Lace-Making,” by Mr., Alan 8. Cole,

8.30 pm. Geographical: * A Journey among the
Great Andes of tne Hquator,” by Mr. Edward Whymper,

Tuespay, May 10, 3 p.m. Koyal Institution : * Non-Metallic
Elements,” by Prof, Dewar. ’

p.m. Bociety of Arts: ““Trade Relations between
Great Britain and her Dependencies,” by Mr. W. West~
garth. . .

8 pm. Anthropological Institute: ¢ Some Naga
Skulls,” by Prof. G. Dancer Thane; * The Wid Tribes
of the Naga Halls,” by Col. R, G. ‘Woodthorpe.

8 p.m. Photographic.

8 p.m. Institution of Oivil Engineers: ¢ Torpedo
Boats and Light Yachts for High-8peed Steam Naviga-
tion,”” by Mr. J. L. Thornycroft.

‘WEDNESDAY, May 11,8 p.m. Sociely of Arts: “The Manu-
facture of Glass for Decorative Purposes,” by Mr, H. J,
Powell,

8 pm, Geological.

8 p.m., Microscopical.

Tavurspav, May 12,3 p.m. Royal Institution: ¢ Magnetism,””
by Prof. Tyndall.

4,30 p.m. Royal.

8 pm. Muthematical: “ Note on the Co-ordinates
of a Tangent Line to the Curve of Intersection of Two
Quadries,” by Mr. W. R. W. Roberts; ‘* Some Sclutions
of the *15 Schoot-girl’ Problem,” by Mr, E. Carpmael ;
¢ Notes on Ptolemy’s Theorem,” by Mr. C. W. Merri-
field ; *¢ Algebraical Notes,”” by Mr. C. Hudson ; *The
Summation of Certain Hypergeometric Beries,” by the
Rev. L. R. Terry.

8 p.m. Society of Arts: * Recent Progress in the
Manufacture and Applications of Steel,” by Prof. A. K,
Huntington.

8 p.m. Telegraph Engineers.

8 p.m. Bociety for the Fine Arts: ¢ Art Exhibitions,”
by Dr. Bhené.

8.30 p.m. Antiquaries.

Fripay, May 13,5 p.m. London Institution : % J| ames Russell
Lowell,”” by the Rev. II. R. Haweis.

8 p.m. Quekets.

8 p.m. Society of Arts: * Burmah,” by Gen. Bir

, Arthur Phayre, '

8 p.m. New Shakspere; “The Worth of the First
Quarto of Hamiet as an Acting Play,” by Mr, F. J, -
Yurnivall. :

, 8 p.m. Folk-Lore: ‘The Superstitions of Pepys and
his ‘Times ”” and * A Note on English Fairies,” by Mr,
H. B. wheatley.

9 pm, Koyal Institution :

+ Vision,” by Mr. ¥, Gulton.

8aTurbav, May 14,3 p.m. Royal Institution: *Scotland’s
Part.in English Literature,” by Prof. H. Morley.

3 p.m. - Physical ; * Electric, Absorption,’” by Prof,

H, A. Rowland and Mr, E. H. Nichols.

¢ Mental Images and

SCIENCE.
The Old Testament in the Jewish Church :
Twelve Lectures on Biblical Criticism. By

W. Robertson Smith. (Edinburgh: A, &
C. Black.)

Tue trial of progressive Biblical science in
the person of Prof. Robertson Smith, what-
ever its result may be to the Free Church
Aberdeen College, can hardly be regretted in
view of the strengthened position of Biblical
science at the bar of public opinion. It is
not too much to say that the possibility of a
free and yet religious handling of the Biblical
texts has been established by the various
defences of Prof. Robertson Smith, as it had
not ‘been established before. The last, and
perhaps the most important, of these defences
consists of the twelve lectures now laid before”
the public, which were originally delivered to
very large audiences in Edinburgh and
Glasgow in the early part of this year., To
have accomplished the composition, the de-
livery, and the printing of such a delicate and
complicated investigation within so short a

time is a feat which more than anything elsq



