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mountains, including the Karqma (11,480 feet)
and the Aisemah (7,080 feet). \

M. A, Wauters, at the-recent meeting of the
Geographical Gongress held at Brussels, read a
paper on Cesar's Portus Iccius, which, like
Danville, Gosselin, and others, he 1dentifies with
Wissant, half way between Calais and Boulogue.
That place, variously known as Cniso,, Esseu,
Guizant, and Widsand during the Middle Ages,
was formerly a plage of considerable importance,
and M. Wauters thinks that by restoring its
ancient port prosperity might return to it.

Dr. J. Hann’s ‘Einfihrupg in die.Metearo-
logie der Alpen’ forms part of the *Instrue-
tions for Scientific Observations during Alpine
Jowrneys,” which are geing issued by phe
Austro - German Alpine Clyb, The apthor—
one better acquainted with ?:e sybject could pot
have been selected—presents wa with a popular
view of Alpine meteqrology, points out  the
observations which Alpine travellers may pro-
fitably undertake, and, recommends the instru-
ments best suited for the purpose. He suggests,
inter alia, that the direction of the wind should
be noticed by tourists or guides on the summits
of elevated mountains, the results to be for-
warded to the committees of the various clubs,
and to be tabulated at the close of each year.
The use of Baudin’s ‘‘ thermomadtre fronde” is
strongly recommended.

TEE_CARINTHIAN BARROWS.

I mave lately been inspecting the group of
barrows (gomaile, acervi, Heidengrabe) to wﬁiqh
I alluded in my [etter, from Laibach (Athen.,
August 16th), and perhaps your readers may
like to hear the results. L i

Léavihg' SteinBiicke, the jinction of the
Agrani ‘Raflway trithi the Sudhaim,- and the con-
fluence of the turbid yellow Sin with the glas-
tone or blue-green Savé (Savus or Sau) iver,
you cross the latter by & platform-ferry of the
earlier historic type, useful t6 keep off excur-
sionists. The catriage road then runs down the
right bank to Markt Rétsciach (Fatzak, “among
the crabs”), whose ruined ‘éastle rises hi%h
above the little Sapotka influent. Herb tlie
¢ Narrows,” which begah near Laibich, ahd
which in places reduce the Save to a hunter’s
leap, flare out into a sma]l plin on the right or
southern side. Another gite 1éads to ahother
broad at Sauenstein’; and, dfter the last gut at
Lichtenwald, the great Croatian valley-plain
opens at Gurkfeld. :

Beyond the Sapotka begins the Weixelstein
(*¢ Cherry-tree Rock’) property of our kind
friends, Gutmansthal -Benvenuti. A drawing
of the castle, which in those days belonged to
the Barons of Zetscheker, now extinct, is given
in Valvasor's noble old monograph ‘Die Ehre
des Herzogthums Krain,’ two portly folios
printed at Laibach (Labaci) in 1689, and now
being republished in numbera,

The twinuli oecupy the Limit of the Weixelstein
flat, the raised river-bank in geological ages,
about 160 feet above the water, a mile or so
from Ratschach, and bounding the highway to
Agram. The Slav name is the generic Dubrava,
or forest, although the Dub gr oak has long
made way for beech and pine (P. Awstriaca) on
the upper levels, while the lower slopes are
weingebirge. A sketch by M: Nicolas Gut-
mansthal shows the disposition of the five
larger barrows, two being the base of trees,
which are not over seventy years old. The
gomile, about twenty feet in' diameter; are
of humus overlying yellow clay. That mn the
centre was opened on August 21st and 22nd.
At a depth of about a mdtre and a half appeared
on the western side a cinerary vasg of the
cogrsest ({)ottery, imperfectly bwrned. ' It was not
protected by a kist, nor were there any signs. to
show its ownership. Mammiform protuberances
appear on the fragments. ,

he Slovenes of Lower Krain are a floating
population ; when a family does not like the
place, it sells off and wends its way. Thus tra-

L HE ATHENADTM

digiopa are rare and evidently modern. Yet the
people have preserved alegend of a Heidenkapejle
(““heathep chapel ). Possibly jt alludes to a
building which stopd upon jhe plain below
ubrava, at the farm called  Hotemesch”
(Thqmas Hoch = Hach Thomas = Hotemesch).
ilst a field was lately being ploughed the share
struck upon & stons, and some fifteen alabs were
disinterred. The material, a fine, hard, white
saccharine marble, with raised veins of quartz,
as been brought from some distance; it is
avidently the Bacherer Marmor of Styrian Mar-
burg. The remnants are now collected under
a dwarf avenue, forming seats and a table ; the
latter is a curipusly hevelled plate, 2'6G métres
in Jength. The work was apparently unfinished :
there are two roughly-hewn colymn capitals;
{wo others which may be pilasters; and ye} two
which are trimmed into cornice and corner shape.
Most, of them are pitted with pick lioles ; and a
smaller slah bears ////f , which may be a mason’s
ark.” One of the two cornices or coping pieges,
whose greatest length is 1'6 mdtres brqa«fth 3
mbtres, and thickness 0-10 metre, shows on the
northern side two horjzontal and parallel lines,
evidently artificial, and measuring 1'48 mbtres.
Between them are various perpendiculars and
obliques, amongst which I detected an eyident
& anda b. The general appearance is Runic.
Enclosed are two squeezeg which have not, heen
very successful ; they prove, however, I think,
that the marks are letters. The presence, of
unes in a country so distant from their origin
is. gasily accounted lfor. ; :

I see_in the Daily ng; a 1%0:91‘_ from Mrs.
Crosse (August 20th) ;E,c:(n ‘the ¢ Drying of Hay,’

uoting from the Athencum of August 16th.
*he *‘ harps,” which the Slavs call Kos or
Kosar; are hereabouts confined to Carpiola; at
any rate, they do not_extend to Styrig, In the
single apd simplest form the h 'ggt would be
nine to ten feet, and the length five ta seven
yards, with eight or nine p,ara.llel bars; The
Toof, of tile or thatch, is made of sufficient
breadth. to cover the hay. In England, where
timber is expensive, the uprights could be made
of brick gnd the horizantals of iron. Some such
precaution appears repommendable for our rain-
drenched south-western counties; but the
bucolic mind is not addicted to easy change.
At any rate, the Harpfen appear, on the whole,
to be a better system than those hitherto pro-
posed : weather hurdles, pitting in earth, and
drying by the hot blast.

In the Athenwum of August 30th Mr. A. R.
Fairfield proposes to derive ‘‘tabor” from
tdbiyah (redoubt) or tdb (strength); ending
with a suggestion that the ¢ Wends of Carniola”
may have adopted the first form from the
Magyars. But why go so far? The Turks
have again and again swept through the whole
country, seaboard and interior, as far as Carin-
thian Klagehfurt. Within a few miles of Trieste
there is a village called Reppen-Tabor, whose
ruined castle is supposed to have belonged to
the Temnplars. The Slovenes might easily have
taken tabor direct from the Turkish soldiery.

Ricaarp F. Burron.

P.S.—If plans and elevations of the Harpfen
are required I can easily supply thém. The
forms vary from the simple *clothes-horse”
to a complicated barn.* Mrs. Crosse (Athen.,
Sept. 6th) is doubtless right about the pile-
villa%es of the Attersee discovered in 1870. I
should have called those of the Laibacher
Torfmoore the first known to this part of
Austria—to Krain. Will Mrs. Crosse tell me
where her son 'published an account of his
‘“externsive discoveries ” 1
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SOCIETIES.

ASTRONOMICAL.—Nov, 14.—Lord = Lindsay,
President, in the chair.—Rev. J. L. Challis,
Prof. J. J. Astrand, Measrs. W. C. Armstrong,
T. W. Bithrey, G. H. Darwin, H. T. Viyian,
and R. R. Webb, were elected Fellows.—Prof.
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Adams read a paper ‘ On the Elliptj

and its Bffect on the Motion of i ;
Prof. A. Hall's observations showeg 4
planes of the orbits of both sateilit{g;r :

at small angles to the plane of ‘the ‘5
equator. Mr. Marth has in a recent
the Astronomische Nachrichten inv

motion of the nodes of the orbits of
on the orbit of the planet, which will
the disturbing action of the Sun,
cludes that, if there is.no force depend;
internal structure of Mars which i
Sun’s action; the nodes of the orbits w
in opposition to each other a thousang e
hence ; but Prof. Adams pointed out; )
motion would be ‘materially affected hy the dig.

turbing force due to the ellipticity of
which would eause the nodes of the ga
retrograde on the plane of the planey’s.

The ellipticity of Mars is too smal]

observed, hut the motion of the nodes m
bably afford a means of determir?ing('tl;
ticity of the planet within very def i
A protuberance at the equator of Mars Y
also catise rapid motions of the apses of thy
of the satellites, particularly of that ofthe
one, and as this orbit appéars from PRrof. :
observations to have & sensible eccents
‘vivill probably afford a still more exact meanstiif
etermining ‘the ellipticity of the. e‘ﬁ,@‘g'
Marth inentioned that theyobservat?:;l' ik
the recent opposition appeared to show:
axis of the planet was ‘not inélinad 4¥ a
of 27°, as had b‘egx hitherto supposédj buth-
robably inclined™t an angle of only kbef
n order to proceed with the inve
suggested by Prof. Adams, the position 'béi
axis of the planet would need to Be b St
factorily détermined.—Mr. Stone rea@a! )
¢On the Evidence of a past Connexﬁomﬁﬁ%
four widely separated Southerw 8
{ Toudcani, e Eridani, (' Reticuli,
culi,’ all of which possess large propér:
Theére appedars to be a common pfoperf |
of the whole group mounting toumurl S
1* of drc, and“though two of the-sfim W%
separated by a distance of 19°, it would saéim
that some 300,000 years ago they were all pro
bably close together, and may havd'f
originally of two systems, of doublé
large proper motions like @ Centd
Schuster reAd a paper ‘On the Pols
the Corona. ’r—’l‘ﬁe President mentio
had obtainied an observation of ]
Dunecht, and Mr. Commnon stated th
on fayr or five nights obtained obgé
measures of both the satellites of M
37-in. reflector. Obsprvations of
also been obtained at Greenwich.—!
showed  sketches of Jupiter with pid
elliptical red marking in the aoqt‘!ﬁd‘
sphere, which has recently atiract Y
attention. B e

d

Rawlinson, President, in the chnifl
W. W. Anderson, Tieut.-Col, Lew
F. W. Newman, Capt. St Batbe XN
‘Messrs. E. Arnold and 8. Austin, w‘;l'l!1
Resident Members ; Col. S. A. Maddét
R. C. Temple, Messrs. C. Sfegh
Addis, C. Rustomjée, W. Irvine, P. €.}
Babu Ramchundra Ghose, and W. Off
elected Non-Resident Members. Pap
read, by the President ‘On the B
of the newly discoverad Cylinder: of Uy
Qreat,” noticed in the .Athen.
and by Mx. R. Sewell ‘On Hioue
Amravati Stupa.’—In the first, &
linson showed that we have now &n
native record of the genealogy of
the order, 1. Achemenes; 2. Teispes; o=
4. Cambyses; 5. Cyrus the Great,
Herodotus;  and called L
curious matters relating to the fei
prevailing in Babylonia
monument.—In the second,

Aswatic.—Nov. 17.—Major-Gehers!
L



