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uot limited wt ail.  Pussibly soicihing might be
said, even from the point of view of espediency,
in favour of extending copyiight to authors’ clil-
dren for life. Mz Dicey justly remarks thit ic
i3 only exceptional works—the few, in fucr, which
ara the fruit of higher power, more cultivation, and
greater effort—ibat are worth anything at all
beyond the term which the luw now allows ; but
it 1 precisely the producers of works of that rare
and valuable kind whom it is tle interest of the
State to encourage. His objection that * descend-
ants” might arbitrarily and capriciously suppress
valuable works, to the injury of the public, is met
by the answer that such suppression—improbable
as it must always be—is already forbidden by law,
under pain of forfeiturs of rights upon a simple
complaint made to the Judicial Cowmittee of the
Privy Council. Mr. Dicey seems to have forgotten
that, as a fact, copyrights are ofien vested in
descendants for an entire generation, without any
of those consequences which he regards as prac-
tical grounds ot apprehension,

Neither “copyright by right Diviae,” to use
Mr. Dicey's expression, nor perpetual copyright,
is, however, really 2 question «f the day; and to
place these matters, therefore, in the foreground,
a3 they are plac:d in the Fortaightly article, is
calcnlated to nislead. 'What the literary class is
now asking for is, yreater security and exteaded
area of protestion for literary property. Under-
iying the appsal even of the most excited writers
on this subject, there will e found, I think, a
reference, expreised or hsplicd, to thuse familix
prineiples with regard to the fcandation of righrs
and their relatiou to human welfare, which M.
Dicey is at so muach pains to establish.  Nothing
in Mr. Chasles Reade’s letters in the Pall Mall
taz ttz has, I believe, createl sore impres-
son in the United States than bhis demonstra-
tion of the great injury inflicted on American
literature, and therefore on one of the higliest
interests of tha American people, by the neglect
of the legislature of thut couniry ta recoguize the
Jrinciple of international copyright. The narrow-
ness of view on this point which pervades Mr.
Dicey’s article is the more rewasliable, becanse
Mr. Reade’s argument with reference to the de-
pressiig iufluences which the ahsence »of inrer-
pational copyright exercises upon American
literarure, is therein set forth with perfect can-
dour. 1If it be admitted that Awerican literature
“struggles in vain” against thiy inflaence; and
that *‘the possession of a bational literature is
an ohject to which gieat importance is attached
inthe United States,” it would seem to be difficuls
to acswer Mr. Reade, even on the barest ground
of national interest, In point of fact, Mr, Dicey
confesses that sowething should be done; but he
is for the remedy always so vmch in favour in
this country—*a compromise.” He wounld ask
for the Enpglich author, he says, “%alf a loaf” in
preference to the “no bread ¥ which he assumes
to be the only alternative. This may be prudent
from the Eaglish point of view ; but that is con-
fessedly ouly part of the guestion, As far as
appears, the half loaf to the Euglich author would
still leave the American author with nons, Tie
admitted evil is, thit it is in Awcrica cherper to
reprint English books than to pay uative authors,
and that hence—pnlitical journalisw upart—the
population of the United States are deprived of
tbat national literature which is the intellectunl
life of a peopls. Mr. Dicey's proposal of a small
foyalty would, as far as I can see, still leave it
cheaper, and thercfere bust bhe expected to fiil
short of the dezired exlct. His iatement «bat tLe
Uanadiun Geverament Lruposed Loai jear suoh a
*per-centage ” as be suggests, iy us exroneon: as
bis observatiou that, under Lis propesd, 1ie
Cunadian pablisher vas “ o retain’ the pocee”
of reprodacing Eaglish books without ths i
seat of the author.  The Chwedian pablisher his
never exercized or porsessed any such power; yox
did the Cavudinn Governweut list year pro jose
a jier-centage, The further obsenvation that “any
system of international or culonial eop; right 1wust
be based on the understanding thas the Dritich

antlesr has o poveer of deciding wliethsy, and on
wwhat terng, his books shall be republizhed vt « f
England,” is partly auswered by the fact tbar this
very power was confirwed w the English anthes,
as fur as Cavada is concerued, by an Act of the
Camndian  Legislatnre passed lust year, which
has sincc received the Royal aszent. It hos
never been disputed, either by Inglish or
Canadian lavyers, tbat the operalim of ou
Twperial Oupyright Acts extended, as therein
expressly enacted, not merely, as Mr. Dicey
imagines, to “the countries within the four zeas”
hut to the whole of our colonies and possessions;
and hitherto, T believe, unauthorized reprinting of
English copyright works in Canada has been
entirely unknown, Indeed, the long standing and
just cowpiaint of the Canadian publishers has heen
that, whereas they bave been rigidly precluded
from reprinting Euylish copyright books, the pub-
lishers of the United States have, by our owa
Government’s Order in Council, been allowed to
send their unauthorized editions into Canada upen
the mere payment of a duty levied in the interest
of the English author. This, it will be observed,
is & widely different position of afiairs from that
which the Fortnightly Reviewer gravely tells his
readers hias slways existed, and must contioue to
exist. The truth is that Mr. Dicey’s exposition of
the legal rights of Enylish authors’in the colonies,
together with his suggestions for amendment, are
founded upon a comp?ete misapprehension of the
facts of the case. Moy Taomas,

3 CASH OF 10 @il IDE,

Yrieile, Jan, 2, 1376,
Wit you kindly sllow we to apologize i your
volutuns to that estimable ceelesinstic whoni I so
unwittingly pus to death in ‘Gorilla-land.” I
had resd in (ot Highways (Seps. 1873):
" Mlonsgr. Bessieux hag just died, sged seventy,”
and, being out of Eugland, I neglacted to verily
the report. Mousgr. Jc Bessieux, Bishop of Culii-
polis, was still living when the book appeared,
and I venture to wish him at this seasou’a happy

new year and many of them. R, F. Bunrox.

ititerary Gossip,

Next week, probally, we shall publish a
paem by BMr. W. B. Scott, and in an emly
nuwber a poem of some length by Mr. Swin-
burne,

Mz, E. J. Reep, M.P, intends to give to
the world some of Lis experiences in his last
year's tour, under the title of ‘ Letters from
Russiain 1875  Mr. Murray is the publisher.

Me. M. E. Geasr Dusr, M1, s going
to publish in a vol.me, nnder the title ‘Nites
of an Tudian Jouruey, Lis papers on India
recently contributed to the Cuntcwporary
teview, The publishers are Messrs. Mac
milan & Co.

Tou Life of thz lote Dr, Sumuer, Bichop of
Wincliester, by the Hev. (eorge Herry Su-
ster, Houorary Canon of Winchester, is in the
pre:s. It is publiskel by DM Murray.

Antoxie Mr. Murray's other annonncements
are *dpuri in Abyssinia; or, the Mareh and
Tackazzzy, Ly the Earl of Mayo; and <apt.
Yoresby's work which we lhave alread:
potioned, -New fuinen and  Polyunesiy:
Dizeoveries and Surveys in New Guinea aad
ths I'Enticasteans Ialands, a Craioe i Pols-
nezia, and Vidits to the Pear] Shelling statiozs
in Twives Buait of HALS, Ba:ilisk, We
Lulieve 1hat Capt. Moresby's mattes- of - fact
sarvative will forin astiiking contrast to Capt.
Lawson's marvellous tales of @l enture,

under the bammer of Messrs, Sotheby, Wil
kinson & Hedge in the spring, The collection,
which has been in course of formation dun'ng
the past thirty years, is believed to be one of
the most extensive now existing. A thousand
of the historical portraits were. exhibited at
the Guildball on the oceasion of the opening
of the New Library in 1872, The modern
etchings Lave also formed part of the exhibi-
tivns at Liverpool, Birmingham, and South-
ampton,

Mr. &1 Groses Tovans will shortly pub.
lish, through Messrs. H. 8. King & Co., a
volume, entitled ¢ Contemporary Evelution,
This will be a review of the present course
and tendency of philosophical speculation,
scientific advances, and social and political
change; in so far as they affect Christianity,
It will also_discuss the probable erfects upon
the Church and society generally of the
farther continuation of the process of evolution
in these spheres. In addition, it touches on
the effect which may hereafter be produced
on Christian art by the further evolution of
Catliolic opinion,

‘PreturesgUE Euaorr’ is the title of the
vew illustrated work which has been for some
years in preparation, and is now about to
mak its appearance, Tt will Le a descrip-
tion of the mwst picturesu: scenes in Great
Biitain and the Continent, illustrated by steel
blates and engravings on woud from original
deawings gpecially made for the work by
several artizts,  * Picturesque Enrope’ will e
published in wantbly parts by Messrs, Cassell,
Petter & Galpin, and the first part will appear
in Febrnary,

Wx wish to draw the attention of Mr,
Kerzhaw, and of higher authorities also, to
the followinyg communication, which we have
received since the publication of his letter in
our last number :—

“The inquiry, signed by tirez gentlemen, in
your paper of Jau. Ist, us to rick of luss by fire or
theft, iu consequeunce of the use of the Lambeth
Lbiruy as a court of justice, scemis to have been
not altogether without sowe resuit. I went there
yesterday, and saw the barriers, which, I believe,
were put up because of that inquiry, hut in the
roughest way possible. Nor were they fully ade-
quate to the purpose ; for though the spectators
were mot nuluerous, yet some were within the
bariier, having crawled underneath it, and could
casily have tulien away books, The fog was deuse ;
and o.ly a few candles for the judge aud lawyers,
aud a solitary light at the end of the room. = Dr.
Stephen’s candle was fixed on o pile of books,
glinmering and buming to the socket, and ser
upon 2 piper tray.  Whilst on this subject, I way
add that 1wo y2urs aga I pointed out to the libra-
riau possible danger from the stove—it was red-
hot; and I thizk the same stove is there now.
Ii the palace is insured, it would be well for the
insurance office to see to this”

A CoRRE=I'NDENT Writes :—

¢ Metwters of the Society of Autiyuaries are
Leginuiay 9 ask themselves if a new Iresident in
Aiil s 1adispevzable.  You spoke last week of
BMr. Ouvey helng ‘yenerally aad  deservedly
popalar' N oae cin desy ihat ; in addition to
:bis, he i3 nat oaly an efiicient chairmaw, but the
besi eondavtur of business in the Soriety, with
sufficieut kuvsledge and taste to appreciate good
and  well-sonsidered antiquarian work, What
ware i3 yequnired 7

Tug Rov, J. Tranck Bright las sent us a

Tre eullection of cugraved portraits and @ Jeiter about onr reeent review of his * History

etchiogs by the old and madom inasters formed |
by Mr, James Anderson Hose ii to be sold |

of Laglaod,” in which be says :—
* 1u vy, not, howover, the general tenor of the



