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and tides were contrary, and. our grownd tackle was not to be trusted-—one

anchor having been already lost and a light kedge only remaining, :

: ¥rom Senhor Neves (the representative of the Maisan Favre of Marscilles

- #t Lorengo Marques), who has travelled on the Limpopo between tha Lipalule
and the gea, most satisfactory evidence -was collected with vesard to the river.
This gentlernan reports it as broad and decp—*large enough for a frigate”
when you onee cross the bar-—and deseribes the land as most {ertile and
tapable of producing maguificent cotion erops, This, too, is the report of o
practical cotton-planter, and his statements regarding the wongerful luxuriance
of the wild plant fully bear out my own observations and remarks,

IL—Notes on an Erploration of the Tulil el Safd, the Voleanis
" Region east of Damascus, and the Umm Nirdn Cave. DBy
Captain R. F. Burrox, Medallist R.G.S.

Read, Nov. 27, 1871,

During upwards of a year and a halfs sojourn at Damaseus I
had been tantalised by the sight of the forbidden Tuldl el Safy,
the Tells or hillocks of the Safg region, the Oriental Trachon
(Tpdxwy, 1. 6. “rough region ') of the Greek geographers. These
yramids, lardly bigger than baby finger-tips, dut the eastern,
- horizon within easy sight, and prolong northwards the Iumpy
blue line of the Jebel Durdz Haurdn, which appears to reflect.
the opposite wall of the Anti-Libanus. Many also were the

Plan of the Ct?VB at

20 o &0 G0

vague and marvellous reports which had reached my ears con-
- Cerning a cistern, tank, or cave, ealled by the few who knew it
*Umm Nirén,” the Mother of Fires—that is to say, the  burn-
ing,” probably from its torrid site, the great basaltis region of the
Eastern Duridz line. It s alluded to in 1860 by Dr. J. G, Wety-
stein, formerly Prussian Consul for Damascus (note I, p. 38,
¢ Reisebericht, iiber Hauran und die Traclionen,’ Berlin, Reimer,
1860), an official whose travels and whose writings, not to men-
tion his acqnirements as an Orientalist, have perpetnated his
hame in Syria, After g journey through the Safi and the
Hauran Mountains, peculiarly rich in results, he wag prevented
by the imminence of the Damasens massacre of 1360, from
exploring Umm Nirdn. The cave also escaped, in 1867, Mr,
- Cyril Graham, whose adventurous march is too little known g
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Route Map
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TULUL EL SAFA
from. Observations taken in Ma_‘v,IB?I

by
R.F. Burton FR.GS.

C,F.Tyr:fl?lt Drake g collectim} of his papers, scattered throughout vqrious.perii)dicals,
Seain e and published in & handy form like the ‘ Reisebericht,” would
P Sl etaa—— be & valuable addition o modern travel-tale in Syria.
{;eng rq;n‘u'ml Miles ;
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The danger and difficulty of visiting these places arose simply

from certain petty tribes of Bedawin ; they are liege descendants
of the refractory.robbers of the Trachonitis, who, to revenge the

36°
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denth of their captain, Naub or Naubus (Ei Nukaryb, diminu-
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gular cavalry ; and the Iatter,

7 _ he province, will patrol along thiy
line between the villages Fl Hijéneh and Dhumayr, 5o ag tp

: ation of driving the
fertile Merj or Ager Damascenus, .

On Wednesday, May 24, 1871, we—that is to say, Mr. Charles
F. Tyrwhitt Drake and I—left Damascus, inte ding to com-

tive of El Nakib?), rose up against the galdr“":;n %E. 3?122 .
Idumeans, stationed in their country by Hero known by the
hater ’l‘hey number nine clans, and they o 11 because
oo > termn Urbin el Jebel, Arabs of the Mountains, peoause
th el in th ighin f e Harri,undr St s
of the Druzes. The worst are the Ghiyé: lowed, during my
although they have gygeli}féosj(?fﬁf;ng;fhiﬂ i:thee’h011rs of the 1 X ran Mouutain (Jebel Durig
stay at Damascus, to ri _91 nd generally to make paying aurin) by an oxploration of the Tuildl el Rafy, Little need
walls, to plunder the vil agﬁ, : e%er hesitate to attack a 4 ® said-qgncerning cur first eight days of travelling over g well-
wotk for the tribunals. 1 g’yw;}dmu‘t the guidance of a fel- 7 worn li%cept that we found the mountain, like Syria and
stranger who entf{fnzgeﬁle T]ln-ge broken-down Ghassanian con- © Palestine geherally, explored as to the surface in ee
't BSMan. . . -
if:,‘,t;“}:):flrgd Bl Diytird (the Dayrs) have mever, to my know-

b e e

rtain well-
worn linles, and eleiew ere absolutely wnknown, My friend’s
Gl . I was {ortunate wap of the tour will he a considerable addition to onr scanty
ledge, been visited by a Eﬁmpeaélertr?gz%erand 1870 ; on the geographical knowledge of the Trachonitis, 1Its correctness wi]
enough to reach them in h e(g’ﬁ’i -&s Dedawin formed a Line of © vouched for by the fact that his unbroken series of compass-
iatter oceasl_Oﬂf,however’dt 1?1 ciil steadily as if on parade, : bearings throngh the Tih and the rest of the Sinaitic Penin-
some 10 skirmishers, an‘ﬂau Vf " se\ge;‘ely wounding my galtant sula, which “ covered 600 miles of country, shows an almost
treated us to a shower of “fet}"—;’; deceased Kurdish chief, Bedr : inappreciable error on subsequently Joining a place the Iati.
co]ulp&?)lol;; Bedr Bey, son o 5 %ﬁe ofdwli]ichohas- been ?Sﬁ?rt%inid ” ép}’% ‘]:_;l‘he Desertlof the
Khan Pasha, . S it iyird, exeept their ex. _ and the Country of Mog N - 4. Palmer, ¢ Palesting
I fonnd nothlllg ren;%}ggEli;i :r]:ail]_fgsu {efi; thenlz uninjured. | 8 xploration Fund Gfg;,la,rterly Statgrment,’ New Series, No. 1,
cellent state Of-mffi‘;h Hebrew Chabal, the raised and rope-like ¥ Jan. 1871 ; London,'Bentley). L B
Theirsite is the Lob," the d out by the voleanic Tuldl, ‘This - We sketched during that week some 120 inseriptions, in-
edgoof the lavatorrents pm}lre 1(1):1viafl round, over which runs -~ cluding three hTha Lalmyran dialect, ~Wa also dug under the
]_ip ﬁ;l;me a '{r%?h;g;i%tmot leszbers’ ﬁoad; westward are the - tower of Bassog at Shakkah,
the Larb el (Ghaz 4

Damascus Lakes, more pro%erly called S‘?Ia],lgi’a ti,l;?n; E?gﬁg?l fgf : found that .
a salf clay-flat in the dry season an g 3,

gln:?"];njg]dac ::131{(1 the "Awaj when they have a:.]ny 1;waamltlers e‘;ri::; 11'

the irrigated fields can spare. I often visited, atlaconto;u-ed

these features which appear upon the heaps neatly

the Saccrea of Ptolemy, and wo i
here_, 88 at Palmyra, the dead were mummified,

ters and Pentameters,

death is generally placed in a.p, 176, On Friday, May 26, we
aseended the quaintly-fagh;

" ‘ f fashioned tumulns of clay, or rathep
A . I never saw a drop » durated mud, sprinkled ovor With scorim, which the wople
and sky-blue like the Lake of If‘lﬁfgn?o'uf l(litiff'erent beds. The . eall Tell Shayhairg from the holy man whose tormb crow}ls tl.he
of surlace-water in any one Oents like that of the Hauran ¢ simmit. The Importance of thig feature has been greatly
architecture of the t-hr}ee_ conv(1 that of the "Ulah, or upland, ~ utder-estimated in all oyr maps. A view from the south-west,
Mountain and Valfey-p_ &mi dm(l]hri%tién dating from the days - Where it appears g huge legless arm-chair, at onee shows that
north-cast of H'a.m_i‘ﬂl,_ 13 0 Gassanid es,) of Yemen ruled the the Leja op Refuge, the Argob of the Hebrews and the Western
when the B.?l‘lu (xhnSS_&Tll,(baS,;H, enerally porous; the stones ‘ rachon of the Greeks and Romans, is mostly the gift of the
Damascene. The mﬂF@r’ﬂd‘SI t}in,lrgned and the shape of the - Tell hayhdn, 1t is, in fact, a lava-bed, a stone torrent poured
arc for the most part rudely The ecenobites who owned the i ont by this voleano over the ruddy-yellow clay and the Iime.
buildings is Para,llelogrl«ttmlc- nverted into smiling fields the . Stone floor of the Hauran Valley, whilst in later agres the surface
religious lhou.se? d%‘:{; eiiﬁgﬁ separate the swamp-beds‘f_mm h‘a.é been modifieq by the action of the elements, Dy, Wetzstein
I i ™ By et Ty e s e e | 2

ly defines the limits of the pyriform « Mal Paiz,” placing
" %r&K » i i

he north at the stalkc
Zaytin on the east, Zord (Dar'ah) at the
, . Westernmost edge, and Rimat el Tohf to the south.  But he

E 2

N T ‘.:_ of the onr Umm el
¥ Murray’s Handbook (p. 471) translates El Luhf the "ﬁgvﬁr},ngs, Yt s 3 pear,
certailrlluyr;laujg *“a narrow strip of the plain extending round the Lijah.
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feeds the Leja with a ¢ grosser lavastrom,” proceeding in am’
artificially straight line from Jebel Kulayb, and flowing from
south-cast to north-west. We ascertained, by careful inspection,
that this feature does not exist, At Kanawdt, the ancient
Kenath and Canatha, Mr, C. T, Tyrwhitt Drake secured the
fine altar-head of basalt now lying in the rooms of the Anthro-

pological Institute. At the noble ruins of Si'a ( Ckw) were found

two Palmyran inscriptions, showing that the Palmyrene of
Ptolemy extended to the south-west, far beyond the limits
assigned to it by the moderns. ‘We then ascended the Kulayb
for the purpose of mapping the tops of many craters which
appeared to be scattered in confusion, Viewed from the heights
of the Libanus, the Anti-Libanus, and the Hauran, this moun~
tain appears like a dwarf pyramid, studding the -crest of a
lumpy blue wall, and it is popularly supposed to be the apex
of the range which paleographers have identified with the
Ptolemeian * Alsadamus Mons.”* The name is erroneously
written Kulayb (caki), meaning “little dog,” and is mispro-
nounced Kulayyib. The orthography is Kulayb (cud5), little
heart,” or « turning-point,” and the latter is doubtless the cor-
rect sense, as the central ridge of the Jebel Haurdn here drops
southwards into an upland valley. On a nearer view, El
Kulayb has one peculiarity: where all the cones are barren
heaps of red and yellow matter, it s feathered with trees up to
the summit. A little south of the apex we found a diminutive
erater opening southwards. The aneroid showed 4:18° lower
than the summit of the Cedar Block, the greatest altitude in
Syria and Palestine; the B.P. 205-50° (temcp. 75%), and the
hygrometer supplied by Mr. Casella stood at 0%

The summit of Bl Kulayb gave us two valuable observations.
The apparently confused scatter of voleanic and cratered hilt
and hillock fell into an organized trend of 356° to 176° or
nearly north and south. The same phenomenon was _after-
wards noticed in the Safa Region, and in jts outliers, the Tuldl
¢l Safd, which lie hard upon a meridian. 'Thus the third or
easternmost great range separating the Mediterranean from tho
Euphrates Desert, does not run parallel with its neighbours
the Anti-Libanus and the Libanus, which are disposed north-
east and south-west.

The second point of importance is that the « Turning-point
Mountain ” is not the apex of the Jebel Duriz Haurdn. To the

* Hee, however, Dr. Wetzstein (p. 90). I avoid making exiracts from his
excellent ¢ Reisebericht,’ as my leisure moments have been employed in translating

and annotating it.

- hearths and homesy to distant

' u?_haykh Hasan "Brahi

. X N , n

east appeared ; o
om i o, g 78 Ve
. Tell Ti4 .
Thoengh notj?;i}ll q ?ea]r)lng 38 and so called from its il
,]a;b.'[(iI by & heap of l‘lrllinsr'l (}E‘:?Zst‘?n’g map, itpis rendereg ]‘l‘;‘;]l:]gi?
acked by the Umm Hayrd g from afar dike 4 cairn, aud it i«
2. The Tell, yock ﬂngui{au hall , and it is

I bearing 94°,
Akm})f]), bearing 112° 30,0untam of Akriba* (Dr. Wotzstein's
3 Qell Rubih, bearing 110°; ang

4.9 Jaf]
bearin a (}}lg}h a table-mountain with 4 cairn at the end

uring the coiu'se of th

several hejghts, beginning

: ket

~ Kulayb, was not k from the sunm ; v

altitude 1o Tell 100, s WIORE in assigning 3 mib of Ll

S 0 Pelj. IJB.-I]Rh. But though ﬁle “g-Tu?'gilfg‘?;oiftg{[ﬁjoater

3 onn-

n from thos, o uran Iugh]ands, it conceals ﬂ?p

the Herrmon, or in © standing either upon the cr :

A visit to ,the easiny,r part of the Auranitis Valle ¢ crest of

<onvinced us tha thzljle%fjlﬂf)mel’lts&hcing the Eupﬂmtes Desert
since it “ uruz Haurgn | eatly

was described by travellers and :gls*lﬁitzaﬂyU?:;{Tgtf ]

h sts. il the

hands of the Bedawin; at,

ruzes, whom poverty

Taym” and their original ]
lipon the slopes of the L%banussiffl ill:llet[ﬁeyﬂdy
: non.

During the ] e an seventeen o

ast fiv
. 5 y'ea.rs not less th > 1

been repeo )]ed, and in the autumn of ?gﬁ% ?c?rnew}](‘)q“ N h§{§8
S or 8

families fled 1 i
_ 0 this “ gaf; )
exodus, when we are eretreat.” We cap havdly wonder at, the

Jnydir digtr told that nearly halr the vill.
ave been \:rliiltl,f;hf alnclent Iturzwa, zleveu oug gtj"uttsg OSt cgf the
veive months ruined by the usurereI}L g(iffillll-;
wrer e

tax-gather, It ;
. . 18 Lardl
sichfed holic . y necessary to dwell _
o policy which drives gn indnstrious Pc‘rlggltlr\thf?lGShm'::-
L vV irom it

much more easy than off settlements, where defence ].‘f
ence; and where, ag Cromwell sai({ (E-

Pease Burn, «
ten men i ; -
muke theip ;vay_" i to hinder are. better than & hundred to

Ont i
the anéliz:?: eg;g%gi ‘Z‘%ﬁﬂelsday' (May 31st) we re
ne speci » SUIL showing extensive ryj _
Pecinens of Haummq architecture, es:)eecli:llils tindh sundry
m, with itg coped windo ally the house of

—
. yria and Palest -
lymg within a fow i’;lllersstmp there ar o

6 mil - s.
Lles south-east of Nablus, identified i, ot oclebrated of all is that buily

greater elevatio

ached Shalkal,

wa i
. s capita of the Acrabattene district, with Ekrebel (Jud, vii. 18), and afrer-
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i : hief, Kabalda
‘e were received by the Druze e s
0?1}?..1 'siHu(iare 'Fl?is person had met us at Kanfzwa.t,dm:l% }’:ﬁgtphis
i [c‘i&an (;SCOI't to Umm Nirdn. Hn? now \aarqe s that his
nﬁf};le were on bad terms with the Ghiyds Bedawin,
P

” t :
their summer quarters, the Ruhbah Valley, distant only abou

d out
15 geographical miles from the cave, Ifresen(iily :ﬁ dfofz;x 1 out
Y g]e‘g, nly object was to urge an exorbitant dem | for some
oo 3;1——& smaller number would fear to tmf":ti Al
o hOI‘SBI{l ined to make our point de départ the I;, eS ilago
of T det?nlnvin about 8 miles to the south-east. b 'Waself b of
o Ta;y *r{ml,) ‘t tlige Shaykh Yusuf Sharaf had r.-;hownh l’anabaIén
fric “ay,] ¥ justice to the Druzes, I must remark U a]'t \Dain
o R Jas the sole base exception to the hospvt‘a i yd f s
o Kah} Tjtlo“’;he national affection with which the%r tl ]f%—,ai . thelr
o Fonds el botod o ;&3111%1118 tho sons of Shayks
3 ed, s
:3:] CEII;:};& gzlt]elo?}ég rw?clr)ltxontaéered to escort us, and refused all
mm“ne'lgt tut);ﬁ.e stiff siroceo, which blun:ed the 011{3111165“2:‘ —1t¢];fi
.l)esplhqwhlands before beautifully c_r:sprz‘md bc ?ﬁ ; e Jof
:1‘] St.am’; : tlri 50 .31, on Friday, June 2nd.  The dmﬁ e (Ii) Wady
" ngfn;ﬁr;tlry- small ;illages of Druzes to the well-de ng et
Tahii hich after rain discharges eastward i
Jahjih (=), w

“hot” or “burnt

i known as El Harrah, the ) nt

}mm}’t;m (ggécrl?({){lr’s ride over rough b'ut .not dxﬁi{mlt t%i-(:-:nt,

T::ed us at the K'rd'a ( £3,y31), which is simply a a}:’al- o

El;owing voleanic dykes, sec((::l)nd;1.1'yncri§]e£éqandl‘lﬁgwt-wg enz) it

TOW itrarily disposed at a 5.

}31}111(;\‘2112]?})(:::: li)lzﬁ‘r;\j%nd the round barrow, are sketched by

4 o

Dr. Wetzstein (p. 13). He considers them to be big bubbles,

i i ff at the
‘hose reticulated sutface is almost invariably fl?}c(})l\.vn a(;es at tho
top, © lit along the ridge, by the bursting of t °g et
o ;ptij . t1111 somem cases, however, the nar ro]‘va%fvhicll
S of? rtlil{es gashes at the summits, and of the Gt?‘a:tion ot
S]_‘ﬂ.an?]SS 1ei1gtlls seem to argue that the mere COI'lreover o
N l}eﬂ mass is’ sufficient to part an‘d spht ]t', moS y
thf cof‘:?é’ c-r(L}SS cracks as well ag lougltud‘mnl {lssqreoi_ ounger
* E“j' Ihl';tl “the basaltic forraation of the Trachons is resyuplmm
lat "ﬁngn t)l(mt of the Hermon., An actlve' m]lcirieo"‘P i pposes
:;]?eenéighbourhood of the sea or of some large lake.

is subj in the * Field ! newspaper

i this snbjeet took place int K

f *DA mlrt;?]usa(;?irge;ﬁ n:lg;l;:e u,;]):%r; reporter of the ga&:;:it':gg ];:ionx:lzicl:;fia lilr?dlt;umn)

“why geogr  we “slow and timid in remin hum (Captatn Buroes

“why geographers were go § d ing the. procimits o ole ™

thing new ™ eonce f proxi i

o o advat){?]?: :::;lt lxgﬁl show that I did not claim au{] ::’:ﬂ: hg“.

§3eets (:lt; ;Z?rr(i to the fact™—1 have simply assumed that it is ge
idea wi

ER R ety

PR st S

ding from the Trachoniti to the

dian Qeean, The
iterranean may be fonnd iy
ndstones, the furthest outliers of

eastern part Pal.
myra 18 built, and which rung yi4 Sukhneh eastward to the

-actiual ¥ of the Great River. At the rivep known ag Iaar

el Hayr (F21), in the Jayrud-Palmyra Valley, T found the

stone compoged mainly of stallops or pectenes so loosely agolut;.
nated that the fingers could pick them out,

We crossed the K'ré’a in 55 minutes, and entered the Naky'
(Cizjl), rolling ground of loose ruddy-yellow s0il, the detrityg
of basalt which, during wet, weather, balls the feet s, as to pre-
vent walking, and in which, during the dry season, horses sink
Up to the fotlock., Thig g the staple maferial of the Hanran,

U passage of the Nyky’ occupled two hourg, We then
&scended g hill-brow, which in Spain would be termed a “ Loma,”
and fell into K] Hapm : the only difforence n the aspect of the
and was a trifle more of stone, whilgt the basalf wys either
lamp-black op snow-white with the usual ecryptogam, These
people borrow from the Bedawin a

hame for every modifieation
of terrain, however trifling. The jands to the north—;, mixture

of clayey soil and stone—are called F] dtmiyyah; the stony
_ a'ar, the usya] generic term ; ang
still on our right ran the rocky Wady e] 'rd'a, which we had
crossed and left southwardg,
' cre we had our first fajp view of the Safs. The little voleanie
ock, with itg Beven main Summits, is well lajd down in outlipe
by Dr. Wetzstein (p- 7), and to itg south is an outlying secattey
of cones and craters, which the Druze youths called Tuldl ¢
Safd, & term baturally eonfined to the northern olfsets at
seen. A deeper blackness
tand conspicuously out of the Harrah : Liere the
atter is 5 rolling waste of dark basalt, broken by and dotted
with lines and veins of yellow clay, bone-dry at this season, and
shimmering n the summer gy, These veins are generall
1OWn as “ Ghadir,” o hollows were water stagnates, The
trend is northeeagt to the Ruhbah, 4 long waving streak of
argillaceous formation. Tn the far distance, extending from
€st to south-east, angd raised by refraction above the middle
fround of flat bagajs which la beyond our rolling voleanie
i izon of the Luphrates Desert
crossed by European foot.
€ precautionary measnres by
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i bay., Far
ich the old Roman soldiery kept the Beﬁawinicaht s 3{) o
Nt d in the heart of the Harrah, w ot ol Buvn,
J{)O t'llc;n;?ts;i,r?];oad are shown 1:1‘1ei§'1 outsiatﬁgsg, I?)S;E ils; ol
( i d Nimé ich mus
]it;j{%La};igyt{elii’aal?daﬁ:lmﬁéﬂ’i:} 1::vhich_ lay the waterless waste
i ile regions of Syria. .
R ﬂllle ({gf\:csﬂ?)fniﬁlgol?‘: deepgned around us andt;sl’k;i (],iorillec;s;
A t{? aes shed heat-drops, obscured the moci{n, 1; ne%region,
Whlc}llﬂt 'lmould see nothing but the wild, blacl t[s ?ruish s
o, ,f‘ o tc then on either side, and we counld d]l&’: llnTo nish only
that w l(?nre, following the course of a wady, whic (;uth ame s
th'at ing “t(limt at times it ran south-east and e\rflp 8 uth Insten
oot At a3 5 o 1 ey v
alle termined no e
thi m}kdO?lrh:;:rz’or(ie\vasted water enough forha :lg:{]an uf] oy
o e utterly helpless than children wouldf a;ter o ncer
;i:?l;i?ozi}cumstances, and at I&Stbrlffkégis’sowoﬁ; er ot woods
d ary. N S
%ut:llo(?tt Ehl? Z]S:}E, %?}igllf Efmy ybe assumed as 17 indirect geo
O ; . ]
gl‘i}[‘)lucnl Tll};z;'ch was peculiarly sovere. Weleft (:‘:1}111' h‘gnéih];edir
Lo d a few yards of advance showed ush e - ponde
i\ 4 A‘“, aIn” the ¢ Hollow of the Father _of Bre_ec es, bt
ﬁﬂlﬁl E?tle;: al;romised watef}'. '.IL:his} def%ofggrf]ﬁi?gﬁ? S
i ock whic 1 d
wady' 1{;1(181;11&?1&‘;:31] eo?lz'a:kel;l and curling silt proved tg ;sagl;a}eu
b wa nen-dr for the last six weeks. Herf “1'; du%ing fol
!md 1;091‘1‘ qg}taui}’r’ a main track which we had gs g o
m't(i I -le{m(kl after’ half an hour, we strl-mk ]%1 Nattaii 1;1eut G
sion 1 t! ,%10 e with the shapeless ruins of a sel ement upon
Slmll 1{1 {\eﬁz ’!l‘hen bending to the south-east, -wa ]]fx:dir g
gﬁtsat}]al? éénvérged, we struck, at 6 A.m., the

i . upon a march
(3 ;ué): thus expending a total 8 h. 40 m. up

camels
hich, all assured us, may be covered by 1&d§1; e e
G Inetl : 2 h. 30 m. "This basin is, ac’gordmg ttc; 0 Sea%(m o5, L
G h. 0 oint of the Wady el K'ré'a. At‘ 1e o ending
dmm‘llg'g : ears to be a mere sink without waters z f;aet Reop
tralre 11d it'léls)t it Is about 90 yard_s long and BOH;SI'—maI'k deep
f)an - not Ol’ltlaﬁt the year, and its highest hwa Tomark i not
]torgeih'm 4 feet above the actual level when
m ) 4 .
) : ho
the eastern clay-plain. ) b tho water, and then ¢
i 50 minutes a A
gﬁ Ssll)leélse{:ln’ieil%()iﬁ%e We retraced our steps, and fell into
wa .

bhe SL llt b’m” T W}llp-lh()ﬂo. l llne “i dlé].b-COIOlilcl
) 5 hlS 18 a
Clﬂ.y “’}ll(,h 51 ) ; lS W ns ”{ t] € 1Nor tl
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scarped and round-topped block, which the Arabs called El
Zirs (goy3}), from its likeness to a grinder-tooth. Occupying
the eastern slope of a rounded hillock of basalt, the mysterious
cave opens to the s.8.8. (133°), with a natural arch of trap which
at first sight appears artificial, and it is fronted by a circular
hollow of clay, to which rude steps lead from the stony eastern
edge. 'There is another approach from the west, and both
show that at times the water is extensively used. All above
this cave is dry as the sand of Sind: after rain, however,
there is evidently a drainage from the fronting basin into the
cave, :

A plan drawn by my friend and fellow-traveller will ex-
lain the form of Umm Nirdn better than any words of mine.
‘he floor, coated with shallow dry mud, is of ropy and other
basalt, and the slope is easy and regular. The roof shows a
longitudinal ribbing, as if the breadth had been nearly doubled.
A scnsible widening, with a lozenge-shaped pier, the rock bein
lelt to act as column, sncceeds the low and narrow adit throug
which a man must creep.  Passing from this bulge to a second
shaft, after a total of 200 yards we reach the water, a ditch-like
channel, averaging 4 feet in breadth, with Mastabahs, or flat
benelies of eut rock, on either side, varying from 2 to § feet
wide. 'The line then bent at an angle of 50° to the N.N.E.
Here, by plunging his head below the water, and by raising it
beyond where the roof-spine descended, my companion found
an oval-shaped chamber, still traversed by the water. Ile could
not, however reach the end; a little beyond this point the arch-
eciling and the water met. The supply was perfectly sweet, and
the thermometer sbhowed 71° to 72° Fahr., the air being 4°

Fahr.: the atmosphere was close and dank, and the basalt roof

was dripping. The water varied in depth from a few inches to
mid-thigh, and the taped length was 140 feet. Thus the total
length of the tunnel was 340 feet; but it may be greater.
According to the Arabs, it is supplied by springs as well as by
rain, and the hottest season fails to dry it.

Ihis curious veserveir is evidently natural, but it has been
enlarged and disposed by man. There is no local legend con-
cerning the origin of a work so far beyond the powers of the
Bedawin past and present: we could only conjecture that it
was made by some of the olden kings of the Damaseene, who
enlarged the approach for the benefit of their flocks and herds
entrusted to Arab care-takers, The guides knew nought of
ruins or of  written stones " in the neighbourhood, and we could
see only the rudest of dry walls used to shelter the shepherds
from wind and rain,

We are now at the southern limit of the morthern Tuldl el
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rhaps 4% direct peographical miles, we h_alted for observat:t‘ml.
Rg thE:sstoo{2 of the%&onge, }nnd then we fell into the trodden \\n})
which winds round to its west. After 20 m. of slow ]rlnar;‘yi.
we directed the camel-men to make straight- for tbe ) ir
Kasam, whilst we ascended the Tell *Akir, by the Beda.visu}i‘]lr:i"-
nounced El ’Ajir. Usually known as the Shaykh e u'le;
this “ Head-man of the Hillocks” rises some 7 statute mlt]e
from the Umm el Ma'azah. We then rode up in 1h.20 n:iml h
foot of the cone, which springs from a high plane, an “é( mu;
large outliers trend to the south with a little westing, ; }m[
minutes were spent in stiff climbing np the ridgy sur actl) (:“
thoroughly burnt scorie. The angle of t{}]e north-western sloj '
was 19° 30, that of the north-eastern 22°; the qoutheru r;;l)ui
up which wo walked showed 22° 80', and the stoniest parta vr
the lateral folds reached 24°.  We then ascended the eaSt&l?fl} : ‘
lighest point, for a better prospect of the Pec}{har sceéle : )
us. Viewed from this elevation the voleanic Tells an cx;:(;!r'&
modern tertiary and pleiocene, which before seemed sca‘tita l ;l‘l
wild eonfusion, fell into three regular lines, dlsp(:isez1 l:le: trh_‘
north and south. The middle range is represente bf' i t’
Umm Izn (Mother of an Ear), so ealled because t'.h’?tﬁt e‘:t:]'
has a projection at one end, a kind of “cock-nose,” breaking

i i f the line
the straight line of features. About the centre o ins
stands the “ Monarch of the Mounts,” and to the south project

the Zirs and the Raghayleh Blocks. The plain is ‘silt upon &
limestene floor, explabinigg how from afar a yellow shefijtl ap )L;ttl::
spread to the very basis of the cones and pyramids. lleka I
rise from this sterile investment in naked heaps, blac la;llu

white, red and yellow; they are table-topped and sat atl la;
backed, as well as conical, whilst inky dots show the sm e‘f
fumaroles and sable bars and lines the connecting ridges ¢

Lasalt,  All the Tells, especially those to :che north-wgs:t, project
immensely long black tails to the east. The zebra-like stripes
of black and white are the effect of the regularly blowmg.‘w:ﬁt
wind, which disposes the fine and comminuted dust of the.s-Au. '
produced about the Swamps, in thin sheets over the \\t‘sl;m
slopes of the cones, whilst the latter shelter the basalt ground to
their lee or east. )

After inspecting the "Aldr, wo had a_truly wearying and
monotonous mareh over the hilly plains to the west. The Druzes,
as usual, rode forwards, leaving us to follow with the camels,
and every hour and a quarter of march obllged us to dmmolmli
tiring us by want of exertion. At last, after 3 h. 30 m, of ar(‘.tltlno
riding, we came upon the scorched, yellow-white flat of th
Kala’at and Ayn Kasam (the Fort and Hill of an Oath). co
cerning which I cannot discover a trace of Arab tradition.
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Wo reached the fort in 80 m., and thus ended our total of

7 b. 48 m,, the work of that day, We had great trouble in

finding the well which maps place to the south-east of the
Kala'at.

It really bears 10° and 9° 80’ from the Tell Kasam.
The next day {Monday, June 5) was the last of our desert
excursion.  The Druzes quietly left us during the night, under
the escort of one of their number, Mahommed Kazamani, who,
though badly wounded ir a late fray, followed us to Damascus
and received a five-shot revolver as a reward. But instead of
- making for Dhumayr ¢id the Derb el Ghazawét, or Road of
Razzias, fortunately for us we determined, despite the unusually
hot and still weather, to inspect the Da

kweh Mountain, upon
which 30 many of our fellow-countrymen have east longing

looks from the minarets of Damaseus, The view from the

summit enabled us to correct the position of the Salds Ikhwén,
or Three Brothers,

As will be seen, they adjoin the Dalkwel,
whereas our maps place them upon a parallel instead of a
meridional line, and give them the curiously corrupted name
“Tulesawn” At 450 p.r. we reached the Dhumayr village,
where we were received with effusion by the good Rashid El
Bostaji. We had covered 20 indirect miles from Jebel Dakweh,

% and & day’s total of 30,

HL—On the Neighbourhood of Bunder Marayah. By
Captain S. B. MILES, F.R.G.S.

[Bead January 8th, 1872,

BuNDER MARAYAH, in lat. 11° 43 N., the chief port of the
Mijjertheyn tribe of Somal, is situated at the foot of the range-
of hills bearing the same name, which rise about a mile behind
the town to a height of 4000 feet. The town extends nearly
half & mile along the beach, and contains upwards of two hundred
houses, about a quarter of which are built of sun-dried bricks,
snd the remainder of matting. The permanent population of
the town ig only some six or seven hundred, bui during the-
trading season, when the kafilas arrive from the interior with
gums end other produce, and the Arab merchants come across.
from the opposite coast, this estimate must be quite doubled,
The lnrgest and most conspicuous building is the Sultan’s,
situate ut the back of the town; it is of Hagmmaut fashion, is
several stories high, and was built forty years ago: there arc
wvoral others also of the same style and almost as large. There
sre three mosques, all whitewashed, but in rather a dilapi-
dated state; the town also boasts a school, attended by thirty






