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-them on the names and positions of the different topographical
points and genealogical divisions.

He had his doubts as to the exactness of his information. But
fortunately on this point he was not without means of proof. He
had an Arabic work on the geography of the whole peninsula,
written by el-Hamdanee, an author very little known in Europe,
who died in 335 of the Hejira. Of this work, called *Jareeret-el-
Arab,’* of which there exists only a single manuscript in Europe, he
luckily found a second copy at Aden. It is the only work giving
information on the southern part of Arabia, on which él-Yakit
el-Edreesee, Aboolfeda, and the other geographers, are almost silent.
In this book he found the full confirmation of all the Arabs had
told him, and nearly all the names mentioned by his informants
and their positions indicated just as they had given them. This was
a great satisfaction.

The conformation of the surface in all this part of South Arabia
is very irregular. Plains near the sea are the rule; yet in many
places we find high volcanic rocks, such as the Jebel Shamsham (or
Shamsén) at Aden. But these mountains of the coast are isolated,
and have no communication with those of the interior. The plain
is resumed behind them, as it is to their right and left.

In the eastern part of the country we first find the Wahidee
states. Here are volcanic rocks near the coast, then a desert with
only a few oases stretching as far north as el-Hauta. In the eastand
north of this desert there are long chains of low hills perfectly
barren, very narrow valleys, and in them the vegetation of an casis
—palms, a little corn, sesam-oil, and tobacco. The scenery
changes before reaching Habban, capital of the Upper Wahidee,
situated in an elevated country. Here there there is greater fer-
tility, owing to the tropical rains that fall in this region.

Everything in South Arabia, as in most tropical countries, depends
on this, whether a country receives the regular summer rains or
not. No part of this half of Southern Arabia is doomed to utter
and hopeless sterility by its geological formation alone, there
being here no real desert like the Rabat-el-Khalee in the more
central part of Southern Arabia. Even on the volcanio rocks at
Aden, I have seen herbs growing after rain. It is a curious
phenomenon that in Southern Arabia, though being a tropical
country, the interior alone receives the tropical rains; not so the
coast, which seems to stand under the influence of the Red Sea
climate and only the very irregular winter showers. It is true the

* The orthography of proper names is left as given by the author, who has
preferred the form suiting %ngluh pronunciation. ’
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besides their ancient territory, the Fudhlee possess the country of
Abian, conquered from the Yaafaiy tribes about forty years ago.
This, though being near the coast, is yet one of the most fertile
parts of South Arabia, and celebrated as a first-rate cotton-growing
country, owing to two rivulets, the Wadees Bonna and Hasan, in
the midst of which it is situated.

The prosperity of Abian is also shown by its great number of
towns, amongst which Maan, Maab (both situated on the Wadee
Yeraanus), Rand, and Derjaaj, are the most important. Near the
coast is also a once important town, called Asalah, which, before
the conquest, was the capital and seaport of Abian. Now it has
lost its sea-trade, the new masters, the Fudhlee, not allowing barques
to take a cargo here, as they wish to draw all the commerce to
Shooghra, the seaport of their ancient territory.

As to the consumption of coffee by the Arabs, it is an error
generally indulged in by Europeans living at Aden, that the natives
only use the drink called kishr, which is a sort of tea made out
of the covering leaves of the beans. This is only the case in the
hot plains near the coast, where the real coffee is considered teo
exciting. But Yaafaiy being chiefly a mountainous country, where
the winters are cold, the real coffee is very welcome there for its
warming qualities, and the kishr is only used in the lowlands. Coffee
is often drunk with milk, as in Europe. As to the growing of the
plants, it seems that, in Arabia at least, the tropical rains are
absolutely necessary to it. No coast-country produces coffee, even
if it has a rivulet, not even the otherwise fertile plains of Abian
and Lahej, and Mokha never produced any. The coffee was only
called after it because it was formerly the principal port for its
exportation.

On three sides this coffee district is surrounded by the immense
mountains of the Yaafaiy, which form the highest region of western
South Arabia. Their most southern part is called the Lower Yaafaiy
land.

The Upper Yaafaiy have no regular government, but are divided
in different independent tribes, the strongest of which live at Atara
and Mansita. The cold here is intense in winter, and the natives
are obliged to cover themselves with sheep-skins.

The third division, the Rezaaz, do not call themselves Yaafaiy,
nor do the Yaafaiy call them by that name; but they undoubtedly
are such from their origin. Their actual name is derived from the
reigning dynasty, whose founder, about the year 1790, won the
battle of El Orr, by which he made the country independent of the
Upper Yaafaiy. The Rezaaz inhabit all the land to the north and.
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power. However, within this territory there is an independent
oasis inhabited by the Shakeree tribe, which the Ameers have in
vain tried to subdue.

North of this begins a mountainous territory, with the high peaks
of Jebels T'chauf and Merrais, inhabited by many small independent
tribes, some of which, however, have of late years become subjects
to the Doo Mohammed, the great modern conquerors of Yemen,
who have spread their power over a great extent of the ancient
provinces once belonging to the Imaums of Sanaa, whose merce-
nary soldiers they formerly were. There are also several indepen-
pendent towns, Raateba being the largest of them. It is situated
between the high mountains of Tchauf and Merrais. Here the
cultivation of a tree called Kaat begins, whose leaves the Arabs
chew, and which produce an agreeable exhilarating effect, but
not obnoxious to health, like opium or hasheesh. The leaves of
the Kaat fetch a high price all over South Arabia. The Sultan
of Lahej told me that in his house the daily consumption amounted
to ten dollars’ worth, A Kaat country is consequently always com-
paratively rich.

To the west of Aden is the very small State of the.Akrabee,
having only 20 square miles of superficies. The principal village
is Beer Ahmed, well known to the Aden sportsmen. The territory
is barren and without water ; not much better than Adem itself.

‘West of the Akrabee begins the large Subeihah country, stretch-
ing as far as Bab-el-Mandeb. It is nearly entirely barren, being a
coast country, and having neither sufficient rain nor well supplied
rivers. Near the sea, in a few places, there are isolated volcanic
mountains; behind them the plains extend to the right and left.
It is a curious fact that the only European who ever traversed this
country and gave an acoount of it (a German, called Lutzuan), should
not have found a single village, a single river, or any locality
having a name, on a journey of about eight days. Yet there are
many villages, wells, hamlets, castles, mentioned both by my infor-
mants, and by the old geographer el-Hamdanee, who lived nearly
a thousand years ago. Itis true they are not very important, most
of these villages consisting of some huts and one or two fortified
castles. -Only the town of Ghareeja seems to be a larger plac ,
owing its importance to the tomb of a saint, commonly called the
Radhee, which is visited every year by thousands of Arabs. The
chief produce of the country seems to be an excellent breed of
camels. The Subbeihah have no government, but are divided into
a great many little independent tribes.

North of them is a mountainous country of middle elevationm,
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most fanatical haters of this heresy, as they call it. A curious
custom exists here as regards circumcision, which is operated on
both sexes, and at the very early stage of the seventh day of life,.
just as it is prescribed in the Mosaic law.

The Zaidiyyah sect in this part of Arabia begins to have frequent
worshippers, only north of el-Kautabah. Er-Radaah—a good town
in a fertile country—is about the first Zidiyyah town we find, pro--
ceeding from north to south from Aden.

The PRESIDENT, in explanation of the remarks on Aden made by the author-
of the paper, said that wherever our frontiers in India came into contact with
independent States extreme jealousy naturally existed of all exploration or-
survey beyond our borders. This, no doubt, applied to Aden. But when.
Baron von Maltzan accused the English of indifference to Arabian exploration,
it was sufficient in reply to notice the presence at that meeting of Merx.PPslgnve
and Captain Burton ; the former of whom had travelled from the north through
the Nejd country to the Persian Gulf, while the latter had actually performed.
the pilgri to Mecca.

lﬂ. ALGRAVE said the southern portion of Arabia was of remarkable interest,.
because it appeared to be the cradle of the Fure original Arab race. Up to the

resent time, the person who had most explored that district was the celebrated
g]iebubr, father o?ethe historian. For himself, he only skirted the northemn.
and eastern frontiers of Yemen. When the information obtained by Baron von
Maltzan was published, he should be extremely happy to see how far it agreed,
not only with the data given in known works, but also with what he himself
had learned and seen. In the first fervours of Mahometanism, everything in
the shape of symbols of the ancient Arab worship was totally destroyed ; but
recently an idol had been discovered which, perhaps in consequence of its-
smallness, escaped the general destruction. This idol was brought to Aden,
and was shown to Dr. Millingen, son of the celebrated Dr. Millingen in whose
arms Byron died at Missolonghi, and Dr. Millingen sent him & representation
of it. It was a very remarkable one, and in some respects elucidated the
ridicule thrown by the Koran upon the Arab idolators because they wor--
shipped a female deity. The i was certainly partly female. He hoped.
that some account of this idol would appear in the papers which would be sent
to the Society, and should be glad to render any assistance he possibly could
in the matter, but he would be still more glad, should it ever be his good.
fortune again to put foot in those regions and examine the land.

Captain BurTox said that Aden was the very worst place in the world to-
start from for an exploration of Southern Arabia. Some time ago, Captain
Miles made an exceedingly good journey from it; but his efforts had never
been appreciated as they ought. Lieutenant Cruttenden, 1.N., also went up.
the Yemen country in 1836, and laid down the latitude and longitude of
Sana'4, its capital. When he himself was at Aden, he found it extremely
difficult to do anything in the way of exploration, because Indian officers were:
threatened with court-martial every time they left the walls. He risked his.
commission half-a-dozen times by dressing like an Arab and driving camels,
but under the circumstances it was impossible to obtain any correct geogra~--
phical information, Baron von Wréde also went to Hadramaut. Hedi
with Baron von Maltzan about the word * Hadramaut.” In Genesis (x. 26) it
was Hazarmaveth, from the son of Joktan ; this was, in fact, the classical name-
of the whole district. Baron von Wréde was attacked by the Arabs; the whole-
of his notes were destroyed, whilst some of his clothes, and to some extent .
his person, were rather injured. On his return to England, he boldly-






