








early in life, the deceased husband’s brother generally marries her:
the practice is occasionally, though rarely, met with among the cther
divisions of thatrace. The ceremony preliminary to marriage is called
Manyno, or betrothal : it is conducted by the intervention of a Sarsudh
and a Zajik (musician), and their wives. The two males enter into a
treaty with the father of the intended bride, and the females conduect
matters between the women of the two families. If agreed upon, they
wait for the first lncky day, and then send to the sister or sister-in-law
of the bridegroom a dish of sweetmeats, and cocoanuts, and a few
rupees;  This and a few other céremonies being duly concluded, both
parties patiently await the means of matrimony. The nuptial ceremony
is a matter of no small consequence : it lasts from nine to thirty days ;
a large sum s expended in feasts; Bramins and Gooroos attend, to
read out the different formiulas; and -lasily, the bridé is taken to
the bridegroom’s house. It would be too tedious to enter into the
Jminutie of this ceremony, and as some of the proceedings are of a very
peculiar nature, I therefore’ refrain from any detailed descnpnon of
them.

As regards education, the Amil begins with going to-a Bramin, where
some ceremonies are gone through; and the Sanserit alphabet read to
him. “He then attends some Akhund or teacher, and reads from morn-
ing till night, with ashort break about the middle of the day. The first
book is the Babnamo or spelling book ; nexta short collection of verses,
called the Sat Kitabee ; then the Gulistan of Saadi; lastly the Tasha
of Harkaran.” He also translates Persian into Sindee vivd voce, learns
to write the former tongue, and begins “arithmetic. - When he has
acquired the elements of the latter study, he is introduced into one of
the Dufturs by some relation, and there puts into practice that of which
he has learned the theory. The rules of arithmetic generally known
are ‘Jumma {addition), -and Khora or Zarb (multiplication) ; the other
simple operations are performed rather by guesswork than by rule.
The Persian; spoken and written, is of the most solecistic description,
and:both in point of pronunciation and handwriting is inferior even to
the Indian jargon formerly:so generally used. A most unintelligible
kind of Shikastah or running hand-is the only one of the seven kinds of
writing koown in Sind, and Native words are introduced almost
ad libitum. ' ,

As regards the general appearance and character of the Amil; we
may describe him-as-a more robust and a betterlooking man than'the
cominon “Sindee; and account for the difference by referring it to his

meat diet, and indulgence in spirits instead of Bhang. He is rather

acute than talented, and evinces much readinessin_accounts, and in
managing money maitters. Even the Ameers, with all their hatred and

contempt for Kafirs, could not collect or dispose of their revenues
without the aid of Hindoo Amils. Thus probably arose the Kardar
system, which, though totally of a different nature, is in Sind what the
Patel -and bis little republic are in different p-rts of India. - But
although the Native rulers had checks over their officers which we have
not, we find that'ng/ Ameer could_ ever consider himself safe: from the
most.impudent frauds. To conclude this part of the subject,” I may
safely assert that in ne part of the Eastern world, as known to us, does
there exist a more scheming, crafty, or dangerous race, than these
Hindoo Amils. They are held by no oath, fear no risk, and show no
pity when in pursuit of gain; they hesitate not to forge documents,
seals, and “orders, for the most trifling advantage ; show a determined
fondness for falsehood, and unite the utmost patience in suffering to the
greatest cowardice in action.

Soucars, §c.—Some of the Setts or Soucars:. wear the costume
of the Amil, others are dressed like the common Hindoo shopkeepers
and - agriculturists. The clothes of the latter are = turban, an
Angurkho {or long cotion coat); a Lung or Poteyo (4. e. a Dhotur), a
Kamarbund, and a Bochan or handkerchief thrown over the shoulders.

+They shave the beard, but do not trim the mustachios; wear the Faneo

and Tilak, and :shave the crown and back of the head; so as to leave
merely a Choti {or lock on the pole), and Chuna {or buinches of hair on
both ‘sides). 'When in_mourning; they shave the mustachios and the
Chuna.  For education, thetrader goes to a Wajho {(or Hindoo teacher),
who teaches him the Sindee (not the Arabic) alphabet, reading and
writing, together with a little:arithmetic and. book-keeping. . After a
year or two, be'is-supposed to have finished his studies, and begins to
learn business by practice. It is needless'to say that these individuals
prove themselves uncommonly-acute, and show the same aptitude for
business as their bretliren in India. . Some of them, as for instance the
Shikarpooree merchants, wander all over Central Asia; and it is com-
monly said in Afghanistan that everywhere you meet'with a Jat-and a
Kirar (or Sindee Banyan}.. Their staple articles. are cloth and
Hundees, espeeially the latter; and large fortunes used ' thus to be
acquired. Under the British Government their system of rémiittances
has been all but done away with. The Shikarpooree Hindoos are as
notorious for the depravity of their femdles as' for wealth'and com-
merce; in fact their caste fellows in: other parts of Sind have often
taken the subjectinto serious consideration. ‘

The ‘names of the Amils, merchants, shopkeepers; -and other ‘mem-
bers of the Waishya class are -usually of Sanscrit derivation, and
the different affixes, Mal, Chund, Rae, Ram, Das, Lall, &ec., are
generally added to the individual’s name. But these words de not



denote, asthey frequently do inIndia, any difference of caste: the son
of a Ram or Lall may be called Chund or Mal, and vice versa.

The Shudra Division.—Of the Shudra or servile caste, we find several
varieties. They all have adopted the Janeo and Tilak, and intermarey
in their own castes. ~ The Wahun exercise ‘the craft called in Persian
Nukhudpazi, and subsist by preparing and selling different kinds ‘of
toasted grains. The Sonaro or Targar is, properly speaking; a mixed
caste, descended from a Bramin father and a Shudra mother. In Sind,
however, he is considered as one of the servile race. Like his brethren
in almost all countries, he is distinguished for a superior degree of
craftiness, and is usually a wealthy man for his station in life. The
Hindoo femsales in Sind wear a profusion: of ornaments, and the
Moslems have imitated the custom, though the latter do not use so
many different kinds of decorations as the former. ;

A list of the Geha {or jewels) in common use would contain about
two hundred: words, mmany of them pure Sindee, others borrowed from
Hindoostan and Persia.

The Khatee or dyercaste is alargeonein this couniry, as coloured
clothes are generally used by Hindoos and Moslems. They generallylive
at some distance. from the iarge towns,and the reason for their so doing
is said to be that they derive therefrom’ a greater facility in charging
high'for the article dyed. - Many of them, however, are found in the
-towns, and there is no religious prejudice ‘against them. It is miost
probable that they find it necessary to live near the wells from which
the sweetest water is procured, and establish their manufactories
accordingly.

The Sochee or shoemaker will not dress or tan leather; he buys it of
the Moslem Mochee (or tanner), sews it, and, if required, embroiders it
with sitk.

The Hujam generally comes from about Jeysulmere, but he is of
Sindee extraction, and wears the dress'of his own country, though his
turban is generally of the Jeysulmere form.

'The above are the chief Shudra castes in Sind : they worship Maha-
deva and Devee; and they have no priests but Bramins, ‘The names of
the Shudras may be known by the absence of the affixes Ram, Mal,
&c.;-and the use of the appellation of the caste after the individual’s

own. name; €. g. Teju Wahun, Pursn Sonuro, Haru Khatee, Khatie

Sochi; &c.
Sikks.—Besides these different classes of Hindoos, there are a

few of the nondescripts called Sikhs, resident at Hyderabad, Sehwan,
and other places in Sind. They have separated into two grand divi-
sions, viz. the Lohano.Sikh, and the Akalee ‘or Khalsa.. The main
difference seems to- be that thie latter will eat some meats (as for

instance that of the domestic fowl) which the Lohano will not touch;
and, on the contrary, the former in cases of mourning will shave thei;
faces, whereas the latter will never ‘allow a razor to touch their hair or
beards. 'The Sikhs are: easily recognised by the fairness of their
compllexxons, and by a peculiar.look and general appearance. Their
dev.ollons are in the Punjaubee language, and their holy books (as the
f&dl Grunth, the Dashama Grunth, and the Panj Grunth) are composed
in that dialect, and written in the Gurmukhee character. Those sg.cred
volfxmes are-generally placed in Dhurumsalas, or places devoted to
their reception, and = Fakéer (called an Udhasee), with a Murid {or
z:znii ::;?:i;;gi:ﬁ:auy termed a Tahlio), are placed to watoh over

Religious Mendicants.—Of religious mendicants we find the Sha-
nasee, Jogee, Gosaen, and Jungam, though the latter is very rare, - The
ﬁ’om‘: former are originally of Bramin origin; the Jungam is gene.rally a
Native of Hindoostan. The Shanasee has ochre-coloured {Geru) clothes;
and wears a tarban, not a cap. He is, strictly speaking, a religiou;
mendlca;,m, subsists by begging, and by the alms of his Chelas.  He is
alsoa kl}ld of venal sorcerer, and acquires great consideration by the
sale of his Mantras and Jantras. The. Shanasee worships Maﬁadeva
and-never marries.  He sometimes commits suicide, by ordering his’
pupils to bury him alive (arite called Guffah) ; butif he dies in the ‘
course? of nature; ‘he directs his body to be"disposed of either b
Dhartidak (1. ¢. buarying in the earth), or Jaladak {i. ¢, throwing imz
water). T}.w former is generally, the latter only oeca;sionally practised
The following is the usual way of ‘performing Jaladak :«—A Dillo (01:
pot) full of sand is fastened 1o each arm and leg of ' the corpse ; it is
then carried inlo a boat, ill the mourners get to deep water, anll the
body is there cast in, with many ceremonies. ,

The Jogees also have ochre-coloured clothies, but wear caps instead
of turbans. Their habitations are called Astan, and they live by: the

-same means as the Shanasee. They pierce a large hole in the lobe of

the. ear, and are therefore ealled ¢ Kana-phar”orthe Ear-splitters.  When
;iym.g, ﬂ}ey are not allowed to lie down, but placed ina siluﬁng.position,
t;zx;lndgigo;\\}if (;'Slafe;iﬁnf lﬁai v(v)«;o;iai? pilllow). For ttfe Jogee’s torl}b

? » Place o Fahori (mattock) in
the corpse’s hand; and then seat it upon the layer of salt, in the position
callet.:}; Patrole (or cress-legued), with the arms resling--(’)n the.]gera in,
Salt is then again thirown over the body; and earth above it.: Some i t
men of the caste have a tomb of bricks, and a lamp lighted before ﬁ :
. The Gosaen has many Chelas in Sind. He appears like the Shana;ee
lives by alms and presents, and often amasses a considerable sum o,l’"
muney.s He is generally thrown into wates when dead. o
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The Ogar resembles the Jogee, as the Gosaen does the Shanasee. He
carries a bit of hollow stick, fastened by a thread sound the neck, and
invariably blows through it before undertaking any action whatever.

The Jungam, being an Indian, nota Sindee beggar, requires not to
be described here. _

None of the four classes above described wear the Janeo. Their
names are thus distinguished: Natgur Shanasee ; Surajgur Gosaen;
Goruknath Jogee ; Sarasatinath Ogar; &ec. &c. They all worship
Mahadeva, Goruknath {a son of Mabadeva according to their account),
and Babakinath, a peculiar Avatar of Goruknath, worshipped at
Hinglaj, and socalled from the Sindee word Babakan {to boil up),
because when a votary approaches the holy spot, the mud boils up of its
own accord. -

The Hindoo females in Sind appear to be fond of intrigue, especially
among their own ‘people ; possess & considerable share of personal
beauty, and seldom, if ever, become common prostitutes. - The Musul-
wmans, on the contrary, seem fo have little cbjection to. entering the
bazar, and, like the Moslems in many parts‘ef India, appear to consider
it rather an honorable oceupation than otherwise. The reason of this
point of superiority in-the Hindoo over the Musulman probably is,
that in the fiest place the former exercises a stricter surveillance over
his females ; and secondly, he seldom drinks Bhang, and is agcustomed
0 a more- substantial diet. 1t is not the' custom for respectable indivi-
duals of cither religion to travel about with their women; or to take
them to foreign countries; they usually leave them under the charge
of their parents and friends. In places where this practice is universal,
as for instance in Shikarpoor, it is not unusual for a busband to return
home after a long sojourn in foreign lands, and find his wife with a
small family of her own. The offended party, however, seldonm allows
these incidents to interfere with the domestic tie, and after inflicting a
mild’ chastisement, thinks ne more about it, and treats the fatherless
offspring with a truly paternal kindness.

All the Hindoos, with the exception of the religicus mendicants only,
burn the bodies. of their dead.  No one is allowed to die in his bed,
otherwise one of the males of the family who has attended upon the
deceased becoines in a statesof impurity, and must visit some well
known Tirtha, as for instance Narayensar in Kutch; Dhara Tirth, &e.

'The ‘sick man, when near death, is placed upon a Chanko, Lepan, or

Poto (i. e, a spot smeared with cowdung), and-when in the last agony,
Gunga water, Sherbet of Tulsee leaves, &¢. must be poured into his
mouth.. If the dying man be rich, copious alms aze then distributed to
the poor; butif not sufficiently wealthy, a little wheat and ghee are
considered sufficient. - The mourners then bring seven pieces of pure

yoad, as that of the tamarisk tree, &c. to make up the Acharni (or
bze{'). Immediately upon this Jowaree stalks are placed, then :some
white Khadee cloth : nexta layer of cotion’; then a piéce,of Bafto (or
fine cotton cloth); and lastly the corpse, ina Kafan (a k’iud of shroud) :
over the body, a shawl, a piece of Kinkob, Mushroo Gulbadan 01:
_Kh.udbaf should be thrown, and it is ‘tied down Wil.:l Jota, or ;ine
string of Bara (probably the Arundo Karka).  Perfames and’ flowers
are t.hen thrown over the corpse, and after a few short ceremonies the
bier is raised by four of the nearest relations, who-are yelieved of their
bux.'den by the other friends of the deceased at certain intervals, When
arrived at the Masan {burping-place), they‘ ‘throw a potful of cold
waler over the body, and place it upon a Pyre of wood, generally Babool ;
a Bramin and other religious characters then approach, place a piece 0;'
money and other articles in the corpse’s mouth, and then the four
relatives who first raised the body light the pyre at the corners. The
mourners then retire till the corpse is consumed, after whicl.I the
wa%k round the pyre three times, bathe, apd return home A vasi
variety of ceremonies then follows, and the routine is not usuall& finished
b;efo;re Fwelve days. The widow shaves her head only onee. . 'The fine
distinctions of death during the Uttarayan and the Dakhshanayen do
Bot seem o be recognised; and the Sutee rite also-appears unknown to

:;:;find Hindoo, although it doubtlessly was practised in the olden



