




liar Dharma or religious duty it is to engage in war and plunder, to
call themselves Kshatriyas, although, according to Hindoo history,all
tbat race was annihilated by divine wrath. So the Nair of Malabar,
who is notoriously of servile calltc, will describe himself and his ances­
tors as belonging to the royal or fighting division; wears the J aneo or
thread of the twice born, and demeans himself accordingly. The
Kshatriya of Sind is almost invariably a Wanee or Banyan, who
becomes a follower of Nanak Shah's faith. He is therefore a common
Sikh, and, by the rules of his religion, ought norto he bound by any distinc:
tion of caste. He refuses to touch meat, unless the animal has been
killed according to the form called Jhatko, i., e. a single stroke of the
sword across the neck, whilst the words "Bol Khalsa., wah gurnki
fath" are pronounced. This the Kshatriya generally does himself, or
gets some other fellow-casteman to perform for him. The Kshatriya. in
Sind generally engages in trade: very few of thelll are Amils, and tileir
studies arc usually confined to Gurmukhee, and the writings of the
Goorous. They wear no peculiar costume, and do not necessarily shave
or wear tht'!' beard; they are either deists, or worshippers of the Rindoo
Deities indifferently, and feed like the Sarsudh- Bramins.

Waishya.--Of the \Vaishya, 'Vanee or Banyan caste, we find one
great faUlily, viz. the Lohano. It is, as usual, divided and subdivided
almost ad i1ifinitum, but the lliltinguisbing features of the race are 8till
sufiieieontly prominent. Jn treating of the Lohano caste, we describe
tte Lab body of Hindoos in Sind.

The I.chano wears the thread of the twice born, thouf,~ a very imper­
fect specimen orthe Waishya race. He eats meat, drinks spirits, and will
not object to fish and onions. Some are Vishanvahns, or followers of the
V aishnya faith; others worship the different incarnations of Slliva and'
his Sakti; some, again, ar~ of the Sikh faith i whilst others venerate the
river (Indus) god and his \Vuzeer, under the respective names of Jcnd~'
Peer and Udhero Lal!. Their devotions are neitherfrequent norregular;
they generally content tbemselves with attending the different Mela,
Jat, and Darlian (i. e. different kinds of religious fairs and meetings),
where much more licentiousness than devotion is to.be met with.

The Lohano's prayers, if they ean he so called, are usually in the
Pnnjaubee, rarely in the Sanscrit or Persian languages.

They are said to have a few works in the Sindee tongue, written is
the'Khudawadee character, but they are very unwilling to show or seH
them to Europeans.

Gooroos.-The Gooroos (or religious instructors) read and explain
hooks to their followers; and the Lohanos who engage in trade always
keep their Vahiyun or books in the rude and all but illegible
Sindee character. Jn their spoken dialect they are fond of words of

Sanscrit, instead of Arabic or Persian origin i their names of the days
of the week also differ from those used by the Musulmans. The two
faiths are mixed up together in an unusual way in Sind: the Hindoo
will often become the Murid of a Moslem, and vice versa. So Agha
Khan, the Imaum, or visible head of a branch of the Ismaeliyeh heresy,
has 11 number of Hindoo followers, who reverence him, and pay the
usual sum (one-eighth of their gains), as if they belonged to the same
caste- So, also, the same Peers or saints buried in different parts of the
country are not only respected by individuals of both religions, but,
moreover, the Hindoos will all have ote name for each, and the Moslems
another. Thus the former venerate the river god under the name of
J cnda Peer. whereas the latter call him Khwaja Khisr i so also Vdhero
LaB becom~s Shaikh Tahir; Lalu Jasraj is converted into Peer Mungho
(l\iuggur Peer) j Raja Bhartaree is ealled Lall Shahhaz; &e.
And of course the Hindoos claim those worthies, most probably with
more justice than the Moslems, who have merely altered the name for
their own purposcs. By this style of proceeding, it is not difficult to
make out the' number of these saints said to be buried in Sind, viz.
125,000. Contrary to the practice of high caste men in India, here
we find that Hindoos who have heen forcibly made Moslems, and
compelled to be circumcised, to say the Kalmeh, attend the mosque,
and eat the Hesh of the cow, can be admitted into their original
Dharma by going through certain ceremonies, and paying highly for
the luxury.

Classes' of Lohan.o.-The Lohano may be divided into two great
classes, according to their several oecupations,-lst, the Amils, or Go­
vernment servants i 2nd, the Soucars, Hathwara, Pokhwil.Ta, &c., i. e.
merchants, shopkeepers, agriculturist!', &c.

Amils.-The Amils have a.doptedthe Musulman costume, wear the
Topee, the beard long, the Sutthan or drawers, and only shave the
crown of the head. 'I'hey do not, however, tTim the mustacflios accord­
ing to the Sunnat, often will put on the ']'i1ak or sectarian mark, and
wear the shirt with a gore across the left breast, whereas the Moslems
alwayS: have the opening down the right side. The former, too, have
not adopted the Toharor circumcision, and neither cat nor intermarry
with the followers of Mahomed. Like other Lohano, they eat the same
meat as the Sarsudh Ilramin, buy flesh from :Musulmans (as it is
unlawful for them to kill anything), and drink wuter from the hand of
their inferiors in caste. Their. marriages are expensive, and seldom
cost less than five or six hundred rupees; consequently many remain
single till late in life. They seldom take mQre than one wife, unless
that one be barren; and dislike, though will not refuse, to marry a
widow. In the Khudabadee caste of Lohuno, if u girl becomes a widow



early in life, the deceased husband's brother generally marries her:
the practice is occasionally, though rarely, met with among the other
divisions of that race. The ceremony preliminary to marriage is called
Manyno, or betrothal: it is conducted by the interventi~n of a Sarsudh
and a Zajik (musician), and their wives. The two males enter into a
treaty with the father of the intended bride, and the females conduct
matters between the Women of the two families. If agreed upon, they
wait for the first lucky day, and then send to the sister or sister-in-law
of the bridegroom a dish of sweetmeats, and cocoanuts, and a few
rupees. This and a few other c~remonies being duly concluded, both
parties patiently await the means of matrimony. The nuptial ceremony
is a matter of no small consequence: it lasts from nine to thirty days;
a large sum -is expended in feasts; Bramins and Gooroos attend, to
read out the different formulas; and lastly, the bride is taken to
the bridegroom's house. It would be too tedious to enter into the

...minutire of this ceremony, and as some of the proceedings are of a very
peculiar nature, I therefore refrain from any detailed description ~f
them.

As regards education, the Amil begins with going to a Bramin, where
some ceremonies are gone through, and the Sanserit alphabet read to
him. He then attends some Akhund or teacher, and reads from morn­
ingtill night, with a short break about the middle of the day. The first
book is the Babnamo or spelling hook; next a short collection of verses,
called the Sat Kitabee; then the Gulistan of Saadi; lastly the 'rusha
of Harkaran. He also translates Persian into Sindee viva voce, learns
to write the former tongue, and begins arithmetic. When he has
acquired the elements of the latter study, he is introduced into one of
the Dufturs by some relation, and there puts into practice that of which
he has learned the theory. The rules of arithmetic generally known
are J~mma (addition), and Khora or Zarb (multiplication) ; the other
simple operations are performed rather by guesswork than by rule.
The Persian, spoken and written, is of the most solecistic description,
and both in pomt of pronunciation and handwriting is inferior even to
the Indian jargon formerly so generally used. A most unintelligible
kind of Shikastah or running hand is the only one of the seven kinds of
writing' known in Sind, and Native words are introduced almo~t

ad libitum.
As regards the general appearance and character of the Amil, we

may describe him as a more robust and a better looking man than the
common Sindee, and account for the difference by referring it to his
meat diet, and indulgence in spirits instead of Bhang. He is rather
acute than talented, and evinces much readiness in accountE, and in
managing money matters. Even the Ameers, with all their hatred'and

eontempt (or Kalirs, could not collect or dispose of their revenues
without the aid of Hindoo Amils. Thus probably arose the Kardar
system, which, though totally of a different nature, is in Sind what the
Patel and his little republ~e are in different 'P' ,ts of India. But
although the Native rulers had checks over their officers which we have
not, we find that nff' Ameer could ever consider himself safe from the
most impudent frauds. To conclude this part of the subject, I may
safely assert that in no part of the Eastern world, as known to us, does
there exist a more scheming, crafty, or dangerous race, than these
Hindoo Amils. They are held by no oath, fear no risk, and show no
pity when in pursuit of gain; they hesitate not to forge documents,
seals, and orders, for the most trifling advantage; show a determined
fondness for falsehood, and unite the utmost patience in suffering to the
greatest cowardice in action.

Soucars, 4-c.-Some of the Setts or Soucars wear the I;:ostumc
of the Amil, olhers a.re dressed like the common Hindoo shopkeepers
and agriculturists. The clothes of the latter are a turban, an
Angurkho (or long cotton coat), a Lung or Poteyo (i. e. a Dhotur), a
Kamarbund, and a Rochan or handkerchief thrown over the shoulders.

; They shave the beard, but do not trim the mustachios; wear the J aneo
and Tilak, and shave the crown and back of the head, so as to leave
merely a Choti (or lock on the pole), and Chuna (or bunches of hair on
both sides). When in mourning, they shave the mustachios and the
Chuna. For education, the trader goes to aWajho (or Hindoo teacher),
who teaches him the Sindee (not the Arabic) alphabet,' reading and
writing, together with a little arithmetic and book-keep·ing. After a
year or two, he is supposed to have finished h~s studies, and begins to
learn business by practice. It is needless to say that these individuals
prove themselves uncommonly acute, and show the same aptitude for
business as their brethren in India.. Some of them, as for inl!ltance the
Shikarpooree merchants, wander all over Central Asia, and it is com­
monly said in Afghanistan that everywhere you meet with a Jat and a
Kirar (or Sindee Banyan). Their staple articles are cloth and
Hundees, especially the latter, and, large fortunes used thus to be
acquired. Under the British Government their system of remittances
has been all but done away with. The Shikarpooree Hindoos are as
notorious for the depravity of their females as for wealth and com­
merce; in fact their caste fellows in other parts of Sind have often
taken the subject into serious consideration.

The names of the Amils, merchants, shopkeepers, and other memo
bers of the Waishya class are usually of Sanscrit derivation, and
the different affixes, Mal, Chund, Rae, Ram, Das, Lall, &c., are
generally added to the' individual's name. Rut these words do not



denote, as they frequently do in India, any difference of caste: the son
of a Ram or LaB may be called Chund or Mal, and vice versa.

The Shudra Division.-Of the Shndra or servile caste, we _find sevenl
vanetles. They all have adopted the Janeu and Tilak, and intermarry
in their own castes.. The Wahun exercise the craft called in Persian
Nukhudpazi, and subsist by preparing and selling different kinds of
toasted grains. The Sonaro or Targar is, properly lIpeaking, a mixed
caste, descended from a Eramin father and a Shudra mother. In Sind,
however, he is considered as one of the servile race. Like his brethren
in almost all countries, he is distinguished for Ii superior degree of
craftiness, and is usually a wealthy man for his station in life. The
Hindoo females in Sind wear a profusion of ornaments, and the
Moslems have i~itated the custom, though the latter do not use 80

many different kinds of decont1ons as the former. .
A list of the Geha (or jewels) in common use would contain about

two hundred words, many of them pure Sindee, otbers borrowed from
Hindoostan and Persia.

The Khatee or dyer caste is a large one in this coun$ry, as coloured
clothes are generally used by Hindoos and MoslepllJ.X,ney generally live
at some distance from the large tOWDS, 'and the reaSon for their so doing
is said to be that they derive therefrom a greater facility in charging
high for the article dyed. ~lUiy of them, ho~ver, are foun~ in the

-towns, and there is no re~igious prejudice agamst them. It IS most
probable that they find it-necessary to live near. the w~ns from wh~ch

the sweetest water is procured, and establish theu manufactones
accordingly. .

The Sochee or shoemaker will not dress or tan leather; he buys It of
the Moslem Mochee (or tanner), sews it, and, if required, embroiders it
with silk.

The Hujam generally comes from about Jeysulmere, but he is of
8indee extraction, and wears the dress o,f his own country, though his
turban is generally of the Jeysulmere form.

The above are the chief Shudra castes in Sind: they worship Malia.
deva and Devee, and they have no priests but Bramins. The names of
the Shlldras may be known by the absence of the affixes. R~~, Ma,l,
&c., and the use of the appellation of the caste after the mdlvJdual s
OWIl name, e. g. Teju Wahun, Pursu Sonaro, Haru Khatee, Khattll!'
Soehi, &0.

Sikhs.-Besides these different classes of Hindoos, therl< are a
few of the nondescripts called Sikhs, resident at Hyderabad, Sehwan,
and other places in Sind. They have separated into two gr~nd di~i.

sions, viz. the Lohano Sikh, and the Akalee or Khal;;:a. 'Ihe mam
difference seems to be that thc latter will eat :::O!f1(l meals (as for

instance that of the domestic fowl) which the Lohano will not touch'
and, on the contrary, the former in cases of mourning will shave thei;
faces, whereas the latter will never allow a razor to touch their hair or
beards. The Sikhs are easily recognised by the fairness of their
comp~exions, ~nd by a peculiar look and general appearance. Their
de~OlJons are In the Punjaubee language, and their holy books (as the
~dl Gru~th, the Dashama Grunth, and the Panj Grunth) are composed
III that dIalect, and written in the Gurmukhee character. Those sacred
vol~me8 are generally placed in Dhurumsalas, or places devoted to
their reception, and a. Fakeer (called an Udhasee), wit,h a Murid (or
young follower, techmcally termcd a Tahlio), are placed to watch over
and preSElfve the books.

Religious :blendicants.-Of religions mendicants we find the Sha.
n.asee,Jogee, Go~a~n,and Jungam, though the latter i-s very rare. The
four former are ongmally of Bramin origin; the Jungam is generally a
N alive of Hindoostan. The Shanasee has ochre-coloured (Gem) clothes;
and ~ears a tU~ban, not a cap. He is, strictly speaking, a religious
mendIcant, SUbslsts by begging, and by the alms of his Chelas. He ill
also a ki~d of venal soreei'er, and acquires gceat consideratien by the
sale of hiS Man~as and Jantras. l'he. Shanasec worships Mahadeva,
and .never marne.s. ~e som~times commits suicide, by ordering his.
pupIls to bury hIm alive ( a flte. called Guffah); but if he dies in the
cours~ of n.ature, h~ directs Ilis body- to b!ldisposed of -either by
DhartJdak (t. c. burYI.ng in the earth), or Jaladak (i. e. throwing into
water). T~e fo~mer IS generally, the latter only occasionally practised.
The followmg IS the usual way of performing Jaladak :-A Dillo (or
pot) full ~f s~nd is fastened to each arm and leg of the corpse; it is
then ~arfIed Into. a bo~t, till the mourners. get to deep water, and the
body IS there ca~t ln, WIth many ceremonies.

The Jogees also have ochre-coloured clothes, bufwear caps instead
of turbans. Their habitations are called Astan, and they live by the
same means as the Shanasee. They pierce a large hole in the lobe of
th~ ear, and are therefow called" Kana-pbar" or the Ear-Splitters. When
dym.g, they arc no! allowed to lie down, but placed in a sitting position,
leamn~ forwa.rd on a Beragin (a wooden pillow). For the Jogee'8 tomb
they dIg a pIt, fill it half full of salt, place a Pahori (mattock) in
the corpse's hand, and then ~eat it upon the byer of salt, in the position
caJle~ Patrole (or c~o~s-lcggcd), with the arms resting on the Eeragin.
Salt IS then again tbrown over the body, and earth above it. Some great
men of the ca;;:te ha'·e a tomb of brick~, and a lamp lighted before it.
. The Gosacn has many Chela~ in Sind. He appears like -the Shanasee,

hves by alms and presents, and often amasses a considerable sum of
money. He is generally tIJr,)wn into watet when dead ..
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The Ogar resemBles the Jogee, as the Gesaen does the Shanasee. HI'
carries a bit of hollow stick, fastened by a thread round the neck, and
invariablv blows through it before undertaking any action whatever.

The J ~ngam, being an Indian, not a Sindee beggar, requires not to
be described here.

None of the fonr classes above described wear the Janco. Their
names are thus distinguished: Natgm Shanasee; Snrajgur Gosaen;
Goruknath Jogee; Sarasatinath Ogar; &c. &c. They all worship
Mahadeva, Goruknath (a son of Mabadeva according to their account),
and Babakinath,:II. peculiar Avatar of Gomknath, worshipped at
Hinglaj, and 80 called from the Sindee word Babakan (to boil up),
because when a votary approaches the holy spot, the mud boils up of its!
own accord.

The Hindoo females in Sind appear to be fond of intrigue, especially
among their own people; pOSEC"S a considerable share of personal
beauty, and seldom, if ever, become common prostitutes. The Musul·
ma~<I, on the contrary, seem to have little objection to entering thc
bazar, and, like the Moslems in many parts of India, appear to consider
it rather an honorable occupation than otherwiEc. The reason of this
point of superiority in the Hindoo over the Musulmau probably is,
that in the :lirst place thl'! former exercises a stricter surveillance over
his females; and secondly, he seldom diinks Bhang, and is accustomed
to a morC" substantial diet. It is not the-' custom for respectable indivi­
duals of either religion to travel about with their women, or to take
them to foreign countries j they usually leave them under the charge
of their paren~s and friends. In places where this practice is universal,
as for instance in Shikarpoor, it is not unusual for a husband to return
home after a long sojourn in foreign land", and find his wife with a
small family of her own. The offended party, however, seldoll~ allows
these incidclits to intprfere with the domestic tie, and after inflicting a
mild chastisement, thinks no more about it, and treats the fatherless
offspring with a truly paternal i;indnei"i".

All the Hindoos, with the exception of the religious mendicants only,
burn the bodies of their dead. No onc is allowed to die in his bed,
otherwise one of the males of the family who has attended upon the
deeeas~d becomes in a state of impurity, and must visit some well
known Tirtha, as for instance Narayensar in Kutch, Dhara Tirth, &e.
'rhe sick man, when near death, is placed upon a Chanko, Lepan, or
Voto (i. e. a spot smeared with cowdung), and when in the last agony,
Gunga water, Sherbet of Tulsee leaves, &c. must be poured into his
mouth. If the dying man be rich, copious alms are then distributed to
1he poor; but if not sufficiently wealthy, a little wheat and ghee are
considered sulIiciellL The mourners then bring seven pieces of pure

",:ood, as that of the tamarisk tree, &c. to make up the Acharni (or
ble~). Immediately upon this Jowaree stalks are placed, then some
whIte Khadee cloth; next a layer of cotton':. then a pk.ce of Bafto (or
fine cotton cloth); and lastly the corpse, in aKafan (a kind of shroud) :
over the body, a shawl, a piece of Kinkob, Mushroo, Gulbadan, or

-K~udbaf should be thrown, and it is tied down with Jota, or fine
stnng of Sara (probably the Arundo Karka). Perfumes and flowers
a~e t~en .thrown over the corpse, and after a few short ceremonies the
bIer IS raIsed by four of the nearest relations, who are relieved of _their
bU~den by the other friends of the deceased at .(l.ertain intervals. When
lirnved at the Masan (burning-place), they throw a potful of cold
water o.ver the body, and place it upon a pyre of wood, generally Babool ;
Ii Bram.m and ot~er religious characters then-approach, place a piece of
mOIJ~y and other articles in _the corpse's mouth, and then the four
relatives who first raised the body light the pyre at the corners. The
mourners then retire till the corpse is consum.ed, after which they
wa~k round the pyre three times, bathe, apd return home. A vast
vanety of ceremonies then follows, and the routine ill not usually finished
b~f~re ~welve days. The widow shaves her head only once. The fine
dUltInctwils of death during the Uttarayan and the Da"khshanayen do
not seem to be recognised; and the Butee rite also appears unknown to
th S' d H' d .
. e lEA in 00, although It doubtlessly was practised in the olden

hme.


