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that comes from God, but it does not come in this
guise. This sort is from the spirits of evil.”?

I have dwelt on this side of Lady Burton’s character
in order to contradict many foolish rumours. During
the last years of her life in England, when her health
was failing, she was induced against her better judg-
ment to have some dealings with certain so-called
“spiritualists,” who approached her under the plea
of “communicating ” with her husband, thus appeal-
ing to her at the resistance. Lady
Burton told her sister that she wanted to see
“if there was anything in it,” and to compare it
with the occultism of the East. In the course of
her inquiries she unfortunately signed certain papers
which contained ridiculous “ revelations.” On thinking
the matter over subsequently, the absurdity of the
thing struck her. She came to the conclusion that
there was nothing in it at all, and that, as compared
with the occultism of the East, this was mere kinder-
garten. She then wished to recall the papers. She
was very ill at the time, and unable to write herself ;
but she mentioned the matter to her sister at East-
bourne a short time before her death, and said, * The
first thing I do when I get back to London will be
to recall those silly papers.” She was most anxious
to return to London for this purpose; but the day
after her return she died. Mrs. Fitzgerald at once
communicated Lady Burton’s dying wishes to the
person in whose charge the papers were, and requested

! Letter of Lady Burton written from Trieste to Mrs. Francis Joly,
April 17, 18g0.
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that they should not be published. But with a dis-
regard alike for the wishes of the dead and the
feelings of the living, the person rushed some of
these absurd “communications” into print wthin a
few weeks of Lady Burton’s death, and despite all
remonstrance was later proceeding to publish others,
when stopped by a threat of legal proceedings from
the executors.

Early in 1895 Lady Burton was struck down wich
the prevailing epidemic of influenza; and though she
rallied a little after a month or two, she never re-
covered. She was no longer able to walk up and
down stairs without assistance, or even across the room.
Her decline set in rapidly after this illness; for the
influenza gave a fresh impetus to her internal malady,
which she knew must be fatal to her sooner or later.
She remained in Baker Street a sad invalid the first six
months of the year, and then she recovered sufficiently
to be removed to Eastbourne for a change. It was
in July that I saw her last, just before she left for
Eastbourne. She asked me to come and see her. I
went one Sunday afternoon, and I was grieved to see
the change which a few months had worked in her.
She was lying on a couch in an upper room. Her
face was of waxen whiteness, and her voice weak, but
the brave, indomitable spirit shone from her eyes still,
and she talked cheerfully for a long time about her
literary labours and her plans and arrangements for
some time ahead.

At Eastbourne she took a cottage, and remained there
from September, 1895, to March 21, 1896. It was
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evident to her sister and all around her that she was
fast failing ; but whenever she was well enough she did
some work. At this time she had begun her "auto-
biography. When she was free from pain, she was
always bright and cheerful, and enjoyed a joke as much
as ever.

Early in the New Year, 1896, she became rapidly
worse, and her one wish was to recover sufficiently
to go home. One of the last letters she ever wrote
was to her friend Madame de Gutmansthal-Benvenuti:

“I never forget you, and I wish our thoughts were
telephones. I am very bad, and my one prayer is to
be able to get home to London. The doctor is going
to remove me on the first possible day. I work every
moment I am free from pain. You will be glad to
hear that I have had permission from Rome for Mass
and Communion in the house, which is a great blessing
to me. I have no strength to dictate more.” ?

The second week in March Lady Burton rallied a
little, and the doctor thought her sufficiently well to
be removed to London. She accordingly travelled
on March 21. She was moved on a bed into an
invalid carriage, and was accompanied by her sister,
who never left her side, and the doctor and a priest.
She was very cheerful during the journey; and when
she got to Victoria, she said she felt so much better
that she would walk along the platform to the cab.
Mrs. Fitzgerald got out first; but on turning round
to help her sister, she found that she had fainted.
The doctor administered restoratives; and when she

! Holywell Lodge, Eastbourne, March 13, 1896.
49
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had recovered a little, she was carried to a cab, asd
driven to her house in Baker Street.

Towards the evening she seemed better, and was
glad to be back in her familiar surroundings agmim.
She kept saying to her sister, “Thank God, I am
at home again!” She had a haunting fear latterly at
Eastbourne that she would not have the strength ®
come home. By this time it was of course knowa
that she could not possibly recover, and the end would
only be a question of a little time. But that -
no one thought that death was imminent. During the
night, however, she grew worse.

The next morning (Passion Sunday, March 23)
her sister saw a great change in her. She asked her
what she wished, and Ladv Burton answered, «It
depends on you whether 1 receive the Last Sacraments.™
The priest was summoned at once, and administered
Extreme Uncoon and the Holv Viaticum. She fol-
lowed all the prarers, and was consaous to the lase.
When all was over, she howed Ser heal and whispered,

*Thank God.” A smik o nease 52l "'Lmﬁng came
over her face, and with g i s she Srearhed her
;ast.  She had Beard v * 2mk g oF s camel's bell™

Ste was burisd iz 22 [ e o »ereey 52 Mortlake one
bright spring afterna0s, w0
from its winter st N
Arad renz by 122 5.l & N wsan &2 Rl loved so
dearly, there 0 €D WUIN I8 ool ol until the great
Resurreczion Day. NS¢ ws Soo=s it &l the rites
of her Churca. T oo+ was ks Sowz 0 Mort-
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lake the evening before, and rested before the altar in
the little church all night. The next morning High
Mass was celebrated in the presence of her relatives
and friends ; and after the Benediction, the procession,
headed by the choir singing In Paradiso, wound its
way along the path to the mausoleum, where the final
ceremony took place. As the door was opened, the
camel bells began to tinkle, and they continued ringing
throughout the ceremony. They have never rung
since. The door of the tent is now closed, and on
the opposite page of the marble book which sets forth
the deeds and renown of her husband are written these
words only

§sabel bis White,
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