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cropping up 1 Camoens, was by no means popular.
men everywhere felt that it was no man’s affair The
Papal power 1itself was lukewarm  Gregory XIII,
canonist and calendarist, who was at war with Calvinism,
—¢ The Institutes” having been published in 1534,—
and who was busy with the Council of Trent (1545), had
nerther men nor money to spare he 1ssued, however, a
Bull, and presented the young King with a talisman
(Estancias Tercerras), an arrow of St Sebastian, who
1s bunied at Rome, Soisson, Narbonne and Peligny,
near Nantes By mere accident a contingent of 700
“Papalim” was pressed into the Poituguese service,
while en route to support the Irsh rebellion, led by one
Thomas Stukeley, created by His Holiness, * Marqus
of Lemster”

the eastein and western worlds expanded a “quairel of friais ™
1nto a religious revolution. Again, Protestantism has o/ ¢ hindered
for centuries the civihisation of Emope ¥ She has, on the contrary,
protested against progress somewhat less violently than the older
faith  She suggests, despite heiself, that tiue Protestantism which
protests against any Church taking the lead of affairs m any civi-
hsed State Lastly, by breaking up the formidable solidaiity of the
co1 pus eclesiastacum, and Dby reverting to the tiue éxkAgoia, the
vox populz, she will lead to the greatest 1evolution human society
has yet seen, a revolution which will transform the world

Finally, the Portuguese commentator’s chaige against England,
that she aggrandises heiself by dividing and rmning her friendly
neighbours, 1s a touching proof, among many, of that ingratitude
which results from national favoms France, who beat Portugal
and diove out her court, figures 1n modern Lusitanian hterature as
her fnend England, who freed Poitugal, as her foe Such benefits
aie twice unblest, they cwise those who give and those who take
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D Sebastiam then sent his well-known minister,
Carnerro, to open three pomts with his uncle Philip.
These werte Co-operation in mvading Africa, marnage
with one of the Infantas and a personal interview All
was satisfactorily arranged—after a fashion The offen-
sive alliance, however, dwindled to a supply of fifty
war-galleys and 5,000 men-at-arms for the capture of
¢ Larache” (El-Arish),! upon the Atlantic seaboard , and
even this was fettered with the condition that the cam-
paign should begin before 1577  Presently the threaten-
1ag attitude of the Porte, the war of the Guewx, the
water-Guesen, water-beggars, or Flemish adventurers in
the Netherlands, which eventually biought about the
downfall of Portuguese India, and the supiemacy of the
Hollanders, severely taxed the strength of the empire.
The Duke of Alva, who petitioned for his recall from the
Netherlands, had declaied that Portugal required, besides
her own slender force, at least 15,000 troops tried in the
wars, Spaniards, Geimans and Italans Moreover like
all the ablest advisers, he deprecated an attempt to
penetrate beyond the African litoral

Historians differ 1n their judgments of the pait played
on this occasion by the son of Charles V', Zanado (called)
con justa rason, el prudente A man who “pieced the
lion’s force with the cunning of the fox”; a poliician
who firmly believed 1n the moral law, pecume obediunt
omnes, and who acted upon the principle gws nesct

! Dr. Leated, p 61 It must not be confounded with El-Ansh
( Mediterranean Rhinocoluia)
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dissimulare, nescit regnare, a king so deeply versed mn the
egotismy, the art and the mystery of intrigue called state-
craft, may well have said, as was reported, of his nephew’s
warlike projects, If he win we shall have a good son-
in-law, 1f he lose, a good kingdom. His game, mn fact,
was certam  The success of Portugal would free Spamn
fiom the Aftican Corsairs that hariied her coast  Failure
would throw back the enfeebled state into the aims of an
empire fiom which, some two centuries before, she had
been severed by the sword of Afonso, the Brave The
correspondence clearly shows that the uncle did his best
to dissuade a head-strong youth from personally com-
manding the expedition “A peifidious tenacity '” aiy
those who suspect D Philippe

The interview took place at Guadalupe (Dec 14, 1576),
four years after the publication of The Lusiads The
uncle favoured his kinsman with the title of “ Majesty”,}
the marriage, 1t 1s believed, was settled , and airange-
ments for the pseudo-Crusade weie combined. Mean-
while the gallant bastard, Ahmed bin Abdillah, who was
labouring for the cause at Tangie1, contupted the Kaid
(Governor) placed over Asila by the 1eigning Sheiif

! The earhest Portuguese kings weie styled zosse meicd (your
Goodness, yow Honour), now addiessed to a peasant It became
vossa Senlworia (your Lordship), under Ferdinand-Isabella and 1)
Manoel Portugal then promoted 1t to zorse Alese (yowm High-
ness), and ““your Majesty ” was imported into Spam by Chailes V
from Germany, the land of ‘‘ciown punces,” *mchdukes,”
‘“serenities” and so foith  Vossa Alavstd was defimtively adopted
by D Joam IV after the Restoration (1640)
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Mauld Abd el-Malik, and the town opened her gates to
the Portuguese This turn of the tide excited D Sebas-
tiam to the prejudice of patience and prudence. The
tieasury containing no wherewithal to hire troops n
Tuscany or Nassau, new taxes and benevolences wele
1mposed, nay, almost enforced upon the people, causing
abundant discontent, and the futile hurry of the pre-
parations took much from their efficiency.

The flower of Portugal’s fighting-force was 1n India
The officers and gentlemen of the Court, instead of
laying 1n stores of junk, biscuit and water, filled their
canteens with bonbons and sweetmeats To arms and
armour they prefeired rich suits of silk and gold brocade,
and their tents were furnished with piecious stuffs and
silver vases  Chauvinism was rampant one carpet-
kmght, wont to “caper imn a lady’s chamber,” swore to
fry and eat, with o1l and vinegar, the Moorish Emperor’s
ears The King, whose head was “full of the fumes of
Marocco,” ordered a sermon for preaching on the occa-
sion of his conquest, and prepared the Imperial, which
which was to supersede the Royal, Crown But hs
soldiers, who were lttle cared for and poorly rationed,
could hardly have liked their prospects

Portuguese writers absolve the nation by charging the
whole imprudence upon the King Vet he seems to have
galvanised the country mto an enthusiasm which began
with himself. Padre Lwz Alvares 1s compelled to cast
blame, not upon one party, but upon the general “Who
killed thee?” asks the celebiated oratol, apostiophising,
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the Monarch 1n a funeral eulogium “Killed thee the
Bishop , killed thee the Regulars, killed thee the Secu-
lars, killed thee the Grandees, killed thee the citizens,
killed thee the plebeians, killed thee I, killed thee all
of us, since no hand was put forth to withhold thee
from thy doom” They all were 1n fault and, conse-
quently, no one was to blame

The hall 1s still shown in the Cintia Palace wheie Dom
Sebastiam held his last levée, and where the crown fell
from his head On March 14, 1578, the King wrote to
the Pnor of the Coimbra Convent, begging the loan of the
swoird carried 1n battle by “the great and valiant first king
of this reign, El Rer Dom Afonso Aminiquez”1 Three
months afterwards (June 14) the Aichbishop blessed,
in the Cathedral of Lisbon, the Royal Banner, which
showed, for the first time, the Cinques of Portugal,
capped by an Imperial Crown yet to be won  This
was the flag which, when the fate of battle turned
agamnst him, the unhappy King stiove to 1ecover as his
shroud He left the building with his suite 1n the order
of their entrance, 1efused to retuin to the Pago do R:-
. berro (Strand-palace) , and boaided his galley 1n order
to hasten the movements of his captains

At last! On June 24, the Armada of some 940 keel,
under Admiral D. Diogo de Sousa, sailed over Tagus’
bar. It was led by the King, who had constituted him-
self Commander-n-Chief of his 17,000 men or 24,000,

! The letter 15 punted 1 facsmule by the 4ntiguario Conembs s
cense,



D Sebastiam. 357

including 6,000 to 7,000 mercenaries -Despite this pre-
cipitate departure, invaluable time was wasted upon the
voyage at Lagos, at Cadiz and at Tanger, this port being
made onlyon July 6 Ample leisure was thus given to
the enemy for mustering and concentrating his forces
The rash young general should at once have attacked
Larache (El-Arish), the harbour lying immediately to
the South he amused himself with hunting for three
days (again Acteon'), and with skirmishing about the
environs He then embaiked for Asfla, and lay twelve
days about the town, disdaining even to fortify his camp
A reconnaissance mn force, commanded by the Sherif’s
brother, was readily repulsed, D Sebastiam taking an
active part in the mélée which he 1eported to Lisbon
with some emphasis Abd el-Malk made overtures for
peace, actually offering to cede Larache They were
not honoured with a reply

On the 29th of July, one of the hottest months 1n a
chmate of extremes, the expedition marched from Asfla
on the Atlantic main 1ts objective was “ Alcacerquivir ”
(El-Kasr elkabir) so called from the legend of its
foundation! The townlet surrounded by its gardens,
lies twenty miles from Larache, on the high way to Fez?®

! Gethaid Rohlfs (‘‘ Adventures in Marocco,” London, 1874)
assigns to 1t a population of 30,000, which Dr Leared, who tells
the legend, reduces to 6,000-7,000 Like all these places m Atlas-
land, 1t 1s almost a rn

2 Ibn Batutah explamns the name of his native city by “Fas”
(a battle-axe), the weapon found there when digging the founda-
tion
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and Mequinez, distant some seventy miles The ad-
vance was harassed by continual attacks , and the
soldiers, who carried rations for only five or six days,
suffered from heat, hunger and thirst

At a budge, stll spanning the Wed! M’Hassan
{Mubhassan), to the north of ElKasr, took place the
affray called the “Battle of the Bridge” The enemy
retired and the King advanced On the night of Aug
3, he took up what he considered a stiong position,
fronting his objective In 1ea1, or south of the town
El-Kasr, runs the Lucos? o1 Larache 1vel, hete some
eighty yards broad, and receiving lower down the Mu-
hassan influent Thus both flanks weie completely ex-
posed 8 The expenenced Sherif, Abd el-Malik, noting
the position, exclaimed that the Portuguese King was

1 ¢Wed,” foo Wady (a fiumaia, 2 winterb:ook) in the debased
Arabic of Noith-Westein Afiica, has been adopted under the foim
““QOued ” by French, Spamsh and Portuguese D1 Leated (p 5,
etc ) calls the Wady ““ M’Hassen” otheis Mokhazem

2 Pronounced by the people El-Kus, and cortupted by Euiopeans
to Lucos and Louccos It 1s the Mulucha of Camoens (1 105),
and the Lixus flumen placed by Pliny (v 1) and P Mela
{1 10) 1n Mauritama Tingitana The Matoccans would term 1t a
¢ Milyaneh ” (full) because 1t flows all the yeai round, as opposed
to a ‘“Wady ”

* M D’Antas (loc cit ) has confused the topography by giving
two influents to the Lucos, the Poituguese standing between them
This capital erro1 which defends both flanks has been duly coi-
rected by Dr Leaed (Appendix A, pp 65~68) The MS. map
which my late fiiend kindly sent me shows the Muhassan, after
receiving a small imnfluent, falling into the Lucos below El-Kasr,
and he places the battle i the **Doab” of the Muhassan-Lucos,
he great plain extending south to El-Kas:.
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lost Misfortunes were also foreseen by Mauld Ahmed,
who, however, could not persuade D Sebastiam to delay
battle tll the afternoon, when the great heat had passed

At dawn, on Aug 4, 1578, began the terrible drama
known to history as the “Battle of Alcacerquivir”
D Sebastiam, after expending time upon his devotions,
behaved with charactenstic aadour and wilfulness He
toiebade any of hus captains to take the offensive against
the opponent without his formal o1ders Thus the small
Poituguese foice of 15,000, mostly pikemen, with 36
guns and 2,400 hoises, had not even the poor chance
of a general charge The day has often been described
Its details belong to another place, and the merest
sketch must heie suffice Mauld Abd el-Malik, who had,
they say, been poisoned, commanded from a Iitter, and
died “1n the arms of victory ” According to Portuguese
annabsts, he led 54,000 men, besides hosts of Bdsh-
buzuks or iriegular hoisemen  He disposed his force
1n crescent foim, the cusps or wings being extended to
outflank and overlap the enemy this tactic failed three
centuries later at the Battle of Isly, and succeeded only
too well at Isandula of the Amazulu The Moslem
centie was on high ground, masked and ready to attack
at a moment’s notice The invader’s flank was tuined ,
a few bulliant futile chaiges wele easily repulsed by
numbeis at least treble, the gunneis were either cut
down or compelled to fly , the fatal sauve guz peur was
heard; and, after fowr hours, some g,000 Portuguese
stiewed the field.

D Sebastiam, mstead of directing his army, had in-
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dulged himself in sabremg Moors He now fought, not
for victory, but for a soldier’s death, and his last mo-
ments are full of tragic mterest Mauld Ahmed offered
to escort him to Tangler he iefused He 1ejected the
enemy’s offers of life at the price of honour, he might
have been saved by yielding himself prisoner Sword
1n hand, and followed by only 300 men, he flung himself
upon the Moors, and, finally, he plunged desperately
mto the enemy’s ranks at the head of his dimimshed
band of gentlemen. There he was lost to sight Mauli
Ahmed, who had shown great biavery, was eventually
drowned when swimming the Wed Muhassan  Three
kings 1n one day!

The newly acclaimed Sherif, Ahmed bin Muhommed,
assembling the Portuguese pusoners immediately after
the battle, demanded intelligence concerning their King
Sebastiam de Rezende, a gentleman of the bedchamber,
offered to show the remamns , and was sent with an
escort to fetch them The corpse, found stripped of
armour and raiment, was covered by a cloth, and carried
by a horseman across his saddle-bow, the hands being
tied to prevent frightening the animal When it was
placed upon a mat 1n the presence of the Moslem, he
could hardly master his emotion , and the Christian
nobles showed by tears and sobs that no mistake had
been made A deep and mortal scimitar-cut seamed the
right side of the head, evidently after the helmet had
fallen off, there were others of minor importance, and
one of the upper arms had been ploughed by a ball.

The body was provisionally buried with due honour
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at El-Kasr, in the Palace of the Kéid, Ibrahim el-
Sofyam1 The Sherif allowed 1t to be exhumed during
the ensuing September at the imnstance of the Cardinal-
king, D Hennque It was deposited at Ceuta tll
1582 , when Philip IT removed the coffin with great
pomp to the Church of the Hieronymites, Belem
About a century aftertwaids, D Pedro II (of Portugal)
opened the shell that still contained the bones, built
a tomb and inscribed 1t with the following unhappy
lines —
Conditu1 hoc tumulo, sz zes @ ¢sf fama, Sebastus
Quem tuht m Libycis mois properata plagis

Nec dicas falli 1egem qui vivere credit,
Pro 1ege extincto mors quasi vita fuit

The 1talicised woids, a puipureus pannus, evidently
bortowed by the latinaster from the “Georgics” (v 43),
read as 1if there were some doubt concerning the tenant
of the tomb, when none was intended

D Sebastiam’s history after death 1s a curious episode
in the national annals He began by appearmng m the
form of many claimants he ended with becoming a 7e-
diwrus The latter class 1s found all the woild over .
it 1s usually the birth of great triumphs or national
reverses which stir and fever the public mind The
Poituguese in the sixteenth century, depressed by the

! The ““one Alnaen Sufiane” of that model failure, Murray’s
¢ Handbook of Poitugal” (xxiv-xavi) The wnter tells us that
the body was never ransomed,” and theiefore (') the probability 1s
that 1t could never be authenticated ” Mr J J Aubertin did
wiong to quote such rubbish (note to Canto 1)
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loss of their libeities, and inflamed by the memones of
a gloious past, 1efused to believe 1n the death of their
Kmg They may not have liked the young despot, but
they must have regarded him with the fondness of pude
when they dubbed him The Regletted Suiely Dom
Sebastiam will some day come to his own agan, will
raise fiom the dust his people Portingall Hence every
pretender was eagerly acclaimed by a host of aident
behevers four came foiwaid befoire the century expued,
and all were easily put out of the way by Span

But when yeats 1an on, and D Sebastiam’s tetm of
Iife had expired, he becamc a zedsrsvus proper  The
history of these supernaturals 1s cuilous on account of
the causes which produce them Thus the Jews hold
that holy David sits 1n the cave under his tomb, that
his flesh will not see conuption and that he will 1e-
appear as the Messiah Thus Saint John the Evangelist,
like Enoch and Elyah, did not die, the base of the story
being a musunderstood test (John xu1 21-22) hence,
“¢habited 1n priest’s garments, he descended the steps of
an alta1 into an open giave, mn which he laid himself down,
not 1 death, but mn sleep, until the comning of Chist ”
Nero, last of the Casais, was another Mostly these
phenomena hybernate in magic antres, as the Seven
Sleepers of Ephesus (fifth century), and the Hohenstaufen
F Barbaiossa® Others dwell m enchanted 1slands hike

! Drowned (A.D 119) durmng the Coem-de-Lion Ciusade m the
River Kalykadamus (%04 Selef) of Seleucia Piof Sepp had a
mania for finding lis bones i Tyie , but he did not find them.
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Samnt Borondon and his suite  Others simply disap-
pear like the Moslem Mahd: 1n our ninth century he
1s expected to 1eturn, and so is Hindu Vishnu in form
of Kalki D Sebastam became O Princpe Encuberto
(the hidden Prince), and his “second coming” a tenet,
a belief, a religion  The “ Sebastianistas,” as they were
called, looked forward to a manner of Messiah, rather
Judeean, however, than Christian Therr austere hives
have at times been thrown away 1n acts of teirible fana-
ticism, especially in the sacrifice of women and children
to hasten the advent!

Again, the “Redivivus ” 1s often kept alive for political
purposes The Braganza House used the Sebastianist
legend to stiengthen Portuguese nationality, and the
supetstition caused great difficulties for Marshal Junot
In those timesa quarter of the population, 1t 1s computed,
were believels Some day the Greek prest, who, carry-
ing the Pyx, disappeaied with the column of St Sophia
whilst Mohammed, the Osmanli, was urging his charger

The cave 1s 1n the Kyfhauser mountans of Thuringia, whence
Rufus at times sends foith his dwaif slave —

Geh vo1 das Schloss, O Zweig'
Und schau ob noch die Raben
Heifliegen um den Beig.

Go, dwarf, the Schloss before, And see 1f Ravens still, Ciy1ound
the mount and o’er

! Every history of Poitugal and the Brazil notices these horrors.
Nou 1s the sect extinct as some believe I have spoken with them
at Biazihan S Paolo and the “‘Seitam ” (interior), wheie they still
linge1
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up to the high altar, will keep his word and reappear -
when he does appear the Turk will finally pass the
Hellespont Even Maximihan, first Emperor of Mexico,
may be seen again  His body was 1dentified as carefully
as that of D Sebastiam , yet many of the Istrian vulgus,
especially at Trieste and Pola, believe that their beloved
Archduke still lives beyond the seas, under the charge
of three jailors, capta1hs in the Englsh, French and
Austrian navies .

The crowning disaster of El-Kasr led to the downfall
of Portugal mn the East D Lws d’Athaide, named
Viceroy for the second time (Aug 31, 1578), died of
grief on Maich 10, 1581 The run was precipitated by
internal disorganisation, and by the neglect of the Spanish
conquerors The intruders were attacked by the Turks,
the Persians and “the Moghul” Holland, revolting
from Philip I, seized therr Indian colonies, and was
followed by England The Prince of Maskat drove them
from Arabia, Diu (1668) and East Africa, where their
scanty garrisons were massacred  Siam and Ava, China
and Japan were not slow to follow suit; and the result
was a geneial and total collapse D Joam IV., who
restored independence to Portugal (1640), could not
save her Ornental empire !

! The subject does mot belong to the life of Camoens: for
details see Introductions to Hakluyt’s ““Correa” (pp. Ii -lxv1 ), and
Halluyt’s ¢ Varthema” (a1 cv1).



D Henrique 365

D. HENRIQUE
(1578-80)

“THE CHASTE,” who 1s described as “uniting the
sceptre with the ring ” (to the damage of both), was sixty-
eight years at his accession, and so infirm that he was
suckled like a babe Panfully unhke the first of his
name, he died in the year which may have witnessed a
far greater loss, Camoens (?), and the lieges sang of

him .—
Viva El Rer Dom Heniigque
Nos anfer nos matytos anosy
Que derxor no testamento
Lortugal aos Castelhanos

{May the King Dom Henry live | Many yeais in Satan’s 1eign |
Who by will and testament | Left our Portugal to Spamn )

With D Henique expired the house of Viseu, and
the ummpoitant event gave rise to momentous con-
sequences The succession had not been settled, and a
host of claimants took the field The six principals
presently resolved themselves mto two. These were D
Antonio,! Prior of Crato, illegitimate son of D Luis,
the brother of D Joam III , and Philip IT, whose claim
through his mother, the Infanta Isabella, sister of D.
Joam III and the Cardmal, was null and void by her
marriage. But the latter had with him the “ God of big

1 «Don Antonio” was achnowledged by the English (Hakluyt’s
“¢ Lancaster,” p. 7).
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battalions ” The others were the Pope, Giegory XIII ;
the Prince of Parma; Elizabeth of England and D Joam,
Duke of Braganza, who headed the national party Some
preparations for defence were organised by D Francisco
de Almeida, who was encouraged by Camoens, another
of the “patiiot poet’s ” farlures even The Lusiads could
not light the spark of patriotic enthusiasm  So de-
pressed was the national spit that 1ejoicings, mstead of
opposttion, met the Duke of Alva when he maiched
upon Lisbon and proclamed D Philip I of Portugal

This monarch presently visited in person what had be-
come once more a mere province of his empire At the
caprtal he honoured himself by asking after Camoens .
and expressed his regret when told that the Arch-poet
had passed beyond human aid The death had been
so far happy that 1t spared a weary spmit the last
misery which can affict a lover of his natne land

This national degradation was the openmng scene of the
“sixty years’ captivity”, and 1t 1educed the unfortunate
country to her lowest ebb—donde, says a Portuguese
writer 1 1836, a® fgge nido ha podido mais levantar-se
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