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We learned from traders who passed over from Araby the Happy to Rhapta
. » » the lakes out of which the Nile flows . . . deep in the interior.
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map that he perceived it at Mashonde and at
Mashaka, and that he continued in sight of it as
far as the Katonga River, a total of 50 geographical
miles. The only actual record is at page 390 of
his Journal, where, at Murchison Creek, he walks
over hills and swamps to the west side of the
lake, and is conveyed across the mouth of a deep
“rush-drain” to the royal yacht establishment of
Uganda. The red route-line on Captain Speke's
Journal-map, running from Murchison Creek to the
Ripon Falls, is a mere mistake; neither of the
travellers saw a mile of the ground.

Thus the Westminster Review, No. 50, April,
1864, p. 315, distinctly asserts, that “on his first
journey, in 1858, Captain Speke merely visited the
gouthern extremity of the lake in about 2° 30" S.
lat. On bis second journey, he and Captain Grant,
though they skirted the north-western side of the
- lake, did not reach it except at the Murchison Creek,
in 0° 21’ 19” N. lat.,, and 32° 44" 30" E. long. . . . . |
80 that, in point of fact, the Nyanza was actually
visited at only two points, the one at the north, the
at the south end.” Besides, had Captains Speke
and Grant really seen — which they did not — the
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three sides of #e Nyanza, they would have left
wholly unexplored 50,000 square geographical
miles, a space somewhat larger than England and
Wales. A careful survey was necessary before
joining with the Nyanza the Bahari-Ngo or Baringo
Lake. Captain Speke, whilst assuring his readers
that the Asua—on a former occasion he had called
it the Usua
the Tubiri, Meri, or Upper White Nile, cannot be

River, which drains the latter mto

connected with the former, actually runs the two
reservoirs into one. Thus, without counting the
Katonga Valley,™ he gives a fourth great outlet to
lis Victorla Nyanza, the others being two large
water-courses which he calls “ rush-drains,” and
makes to feed the main stream, or White Nile.
These three effluents were found at the north-
western corner of the lake, within a little more than

60 miles, a phenomenon which will not readily be

* The Journal, pp. 277—278, makes this feature wholly unin-
telligible ; the water in the ‘succession of rush-drains is always
lowest when most rain fell” (I). ‘“There is no doubt that they
flowed into the lake [i.e., to the S.E], as 1 could see by the
trickling waters in some few places [is that a test?];” yet just
outside the valley the *‘ rush-drains were geing to northward *—
the opposite wav,
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accepted by geographers, It is far easier to believe
in three independent lakes or widenings of rivers,
which, the traveller owns, never exposed to him.
‘ a broad surface.”

On July 19th, 1862, Captain Grant, without valid
apparent reason, was sent to the head-quarters of
King Kamrasi, of Unyoro, lying in 1° 37’ N, lat. to
the N.W., and away from the lakes. Captain
Speke, apparently determined alone to do the work,®
marched from Urondogani southwards to the place
where the river, which he believed to be the White
Nile, issued from the supposed Nyanza Lake. There
again no sea horizon was seen. After following the
stream about 50 miles to the northward from the
Ripon Falls, he left it and rejoined Captain Grant.
Both travellers proceeded together to Chaguzi, the
palace of King Kamrasi, at the confluence of two
effluents from the supposed Nyanza, the Kafu, T and

The Westminster Review (loc, cit., p. 348) remarks of this
feat: *“ But Grant will have little to regret, and Burton will be
more than avenged, should Tanganyika and not Nyanza prove to
be the head of the Nile.”

¥ The Kafu is a continuation of the Mwerango River, which
Captain Speke was informed rose amongst hills to the south,
Thus the hills were in his own lake, ** Victoria Nyanza.”
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the supposed White Nile, of whose bed 80 to 90
miles, between Urondogani and Chaguzi, were left
unvisited.

From Chaguzi, Captains Speke and Grant again
followed the stream for 50 miles as far as the
Karuma Falls, in 2215 N, lat. The * Nile " bending
to the N.W_, they left it at a considerable distance,
and marched northwards 1° 25" —= 85 miles.  Thus
nearly 140 miles of stream isswing from the sup-
posed Victorta Nyanza were left entirely doubtful.
After much delay and many mistakes, they pre-
sently came upon the lower course of what was
supposed to be the strecam which they had left
higher up.  But, in truth, they had lost all traces of
it. The people consulted by Captain Speke * would
or could not tell him where the strecam had gone
to.” e believed the Nile to be not far off (p. 585),
vet, do or say what he would, everybody declared 1t
was fifteen marches distant, and that it could not be
visited under a month.  Captain Spcke, however,
“knew m his mind all the reports were false,” and
the very first march from Faloro “brought him to
Paira, a collection of villages within sight of the

Nile.” Tt 1s evident from his map that the supposcd
P PP
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White River, which may have been his own Kivira,®
or other stream, discharged itself into the * Little Luta
Nzige' Lake, afterwards decreed to be a * backwater.”
Instead however of beating the stream, Captain Speke
had clearly missed it: it might easily have been
drained by the Jur (Djour), which runs parallel to the
White River, or by a similar branch into the Bahr el
Ghazal, lately visited by Mr. Consul Petherick. Cap-
tain Speke’s explanation of this peculiar phenomenon,
and the exceeding difficulties into which that explana-
tion has led him, will be found in the following pages.

The task of settling the many points touching the

* Given, like the Katonga and the Kitangule, as an influent to
the Lake Nyanza in Caplain Speke’s map protracted in the field,
and now in the bands of Mr. Findlay, F.R.(.8, It is suspiciously
like the name Kira, the region west of the so-called Napoleon
Channel. Mr. Findlay, I believe, first suggested that it would
be better to make the Kivira an effluent flowing to Gondokoro.
Captain Bpeke {What led fo the Discovery, &c., p. 268) says :
¢The (Usoga) man (at Kazeh) called the river Kivira, and described
it as being much broader, deeper, and stronger in its current than
oither the Katonga or the Kitangule River ; that it came from
the lake, and that it intersected stony hilly ground on ite passage
to the N.W.” Al this is simply an after-thought, as a reference to
Captain Bpeke’s origiual map will show, Yet in his What led fo the
Discovery, &c., p. 308, he boasts that this map, prepared before
leaving Unyanyombe, was ° so substantially correct that in its
general outlines he had nothing whatever to alter.” Let the
reader compare them.
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“ Luta Nzige " mystery has been left to Mr. Baker,
who, by letter dated ® Khartoum, June 8th, 1864,”
was reported to have arrived at Kamrasi's palace.

A little beyond Apuddo, in lat. 8° 84’ 88", near
the confluence of the Asua and the White Nile, Cap-
tain Speke (Journal, &c., p. 592)' “at once went to
see the tree said to have been cut by an Englishman
.some time before,” and he found * something like the
letters M. I.” In the map it seems placed to the west
of “the Nile.” M. Miani, an Italian traveller, who
has lately organised a fresh expedition for exploring
the Asua River, marked his extreme point 1° 34" 33",
or 94'5 miles further south. He says distinctly (Com-
mercio d’ Egitto of Cairo, Sept. 22nd and 24th), “ My
name, as marked upon Captain Speke’s chart, does
not occur at the position assigned to it, but much
farther to the south, in fact at the 2nd degree of N.
latitude on the eastern bank of the river, in the
country of the Galuffi, whereas they (Captains
Speke and Grant) place it on the left or western
bank without naming any adjacent city.” M. Miani
further declares that some envious person pointed
out to the explorers the tree where it is not. Ihave
lately seen his sketch-map, sent to the Royal Geo-
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graphical Society, in which he calls the “ Lower
Asué” the “ Meri River.”

If this be true, what becomes of the confluence
of the Asua and the so-called White Nile? Every
- attention should have been paid to the former, which
is dismissed in a few words, merely telling us that
the expeditionists sent up the Nile by Mohammed Ali
had given an exaggerated account of its volume, and.
had fallen 20 miles short of their own *farthest
point.”  But travellers ascending a stream are
generally better judges of the main line than those
descending, and of late years all explorers upward
bound have pointed to the Asua or upper waters of
the Tubiri or Meri as the True Nile. Mr. Pethe-
rick, I am informed, makes, after measurement, the
volume of Asua nearly equal to that of the main
line of the Nile. In p. 598 of his Journal, Captain
Speke compares what he believes to be the true Nile
with “a fine Highland stream,” in fact a kind of
“creek,” which seems a queer main drain for his
mighty Nyanza. Besides, Captain Speke makes in
his own map the Asua to be the great south-eastern
fork of the White Nile, and the main drain of the
Bahari-Ngo Lake. Whether this feature does or does
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not exist in the size now attributed to it, the Asua
proceeds directly from the north-western water-shed
of the giant peaks which represent, I Delieve,
Ptolemy’s Lunar Range. Itisthere fed by the (Ethi-
opic Olympus, Kitima-Njaro, whose height (20,000
feet) and whose snows are at length attested by Baron
Carl von der Decken. That enterprising traveller
has again proposed to enter Fast Africa by one of
the many streams—the Jub, the Oz, or the Sabaki—
falling into the Indian Ocean, and to remove the mists
which overhang the highly interesting Bahari-Ngo.
From the time when Captain Speke left the Asua
lis hife 1s public.  From Alexandra le telegram’d,
in April, 1863, to the Foreign Office, these * preg-
nant words : "—* Inform Sir Roderick Murchison
that all is wcll, that we ave in lat. 14° 30" upon the
Nile, and that the Nile 1s settled.”  (Sec Proceed-
wys of the Royal Geographical Society, vol, vii.,
No. ITL, p. 19; also “ Annual Address” of May
25, 1863, Lroceedings, vol. viil. No. IV.) The
startling assertion announced to the meeting of May
11, 1863, caused a prodigious sensation.  Mean-
while Captain Speke wag {éted in Igypt by His
Highness the Pasha, and by His Majestv of Pied-
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mont was presented with a medal bearing the
gratifying inscription, ‘ Honor est a Nilo." At
Southampton he was received by the civic authori-
ties and sundry supporters, including a Colonel
Rigby,® of the Bombay army, ex-Consul of Zanzi-
bar, who had taken a peculiar part in promoting,
for purely private reasons, the proposed Nyanza-Nile
expedition of Captain Speke versus the Mombas-Nile
exploration proposed by myself. On June 22nd,
1863, he received an ovation in the shape of a
special meeting of the Royal Geographical So-
ciety, when the windows were broken in by the
eager crowd, who witnessed, it is said, a somewhat
disenchanting exhibition.

From that day the fate of the “settleinent” of the
Nile was well-nigh settled. Those who had hailed
the solution of the great problem with the highest
gratification, and who were most ready to accept it,
felt a sensible‘cooling of their enthusiasm. Despite

® 46 Ah ! that harsh voice, that arrogant style, that saucy super-
ficiality which decided on everything, that insolent arrogance that
contradicted everybody : it was impossible to mistake them ! And
Coningsby had the pleasure of seeing reproduced before him the
guardian of his youth * * * Nicholas Righy.” Chap, 11.

C



