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IDATE ovI
ACCESSION

VARIOUS EXPLOITS, ETC,

8. beginningora phrase. e.q.,
Atingli (a sharply cut
stump), do (in the ground),
kuno (does not), sinden
(fear aught).

Agontime was the mo­
ther of Gezo.

1818. neglecting all precautions, went to Agbome
with nearly 1000 traders. During the plat­
form sacrifice, he was suddenly seized, thrown,
and beheaded, his cranium being placed in a
copper casing. Dekon, invited to Jona, went
there, and was beheaded. The town was de­
stroyed by the next annual slave hunt, and
the survivors fled to Abeokuta.

Finding the enemies of his race, the Oyos,
in trouble with the Fulas and Hausas, who,
in 1825, destroyed Katunga, their capital,
Gezo attacked them at Kana, and completely
subdued them. The tribute was abolished,
and most of the Oyos were enlisted into the
King's service. Gezo then pretended to at­
tack Ashante, and in testimony of his conquest
built the Komasi Palace.

After many minor successes, the warlike
King attacked, in 1840, the Attakpamwe, a



people living to the west of Dahome: all
except 400 men fled: these defended them­
selves bravely, but were soon overpowered by
the Amazons. The latter was a favourite
arm with Gezo, who often boasted that he
had first organised it. It raised him high
amongst the surrounding kings and chiefs,
who declared an alliance with each other, and
a determination to make a distaff of Gezo's
head-a declaration equivalent to a casus
belli. About 1839 he attacked the Makhis,
and broke, it is said, 126 towns. Next year
he fell upon the Nagos, who had ravaged his
frontier, and signally punished them.

In 1842, the King was visited by a coloured
Wesleyan missionary, Rev. T. B. Freeman,
who reported highly of Agbome and its con­
tents.

During the life of Shodeke, chief of Abeo­
kuta, there was friendship between the
Dahoman and the Egba. When Sagbwa



ORDEll. NAMES. IDATE OF I
ACCESSIOl\

VARIOUS EXPLOITS, ETC.

8. 1818. succeeded him, quarrels began-an Amazon
corps was defeated at Ado, a frontier town,
and lost its officers and umbrella. Gezo swore
revenge.

In 1848, a chief named Olikiki induced
the King to attack Okeadon, some thirty
miles north-west of Badugry, Gezo pretend­
ed to march on Abeokuta, fell back in the
night, and was introduced by the traitor into
the city. It is said that 20,000 Otas were
seized and sold: there was no resistance: the
sick and aged were slain, and many fugitives
were drowned in the rapid river.

In October, 1849, Gczo was visited by the
late Commander Forbes and Mr. Vice-Consul
Duncan, who had travelled through the coun­
try in 1845-46. They were received at
Agbol11e, with the usual ceremonies, by the
King, who showed them the wooden model of



a hill in tho Makhi country, called Konglo,
which CommanderForbes writes" Kangaroo."
It was a strongly fortified site, and Mr. Dun­
can had previously complained to the King of
having been insulted there. Tho place had
been taken by the Amazons, and its very
stones carried to Agbome (Chapter XVIII.).
On October 29, 1847, Commander Forbes
sailed for Sierra Leone, and Mr. Duncan died
on board HJ\I.S. Kingfisher.

On May 14, 1851, Commander Forbes,
accompanying the late MI'. Beecroft, H.l\'I.'s
Consul for the Bights, again landed, and pro­
ceeded to witness the Customs of Agbome.
Their object was to estimate the King's ex­
penses, to offer him a compensation for aban­
doning tho slave trade, and to dissuade Gezo
from attacking Abeokuta, It is needless to say
that they failed, and retired with scanty good
will on both sides.

On March 3, 1851, Gezo attacked Abeo-
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8. 1818. kuta with 10,000 to 16,000 troops, men and
women, the flower of his army. He was op­
posed by Ogubonna,tho Egba Commander-in­
chief, and after a hot contest, was beaten back,
losing, chieflyduring the flight, by a moderate
computation, 1,200 of his best fighters. He
never recovered this blow.

In 1852, Gezo signed a treaty for the sup­
pression of the slave trade, which was somuch
waste paper. He then turned towards the
French interest, and was twice visited by M.
Wallon, Lieutenant de Vaisseau, who escorted
a present of two howitzers from the French
Government, and carried with him two youths
from the palace for education in France.

In 1858, Gezo died, after a reign of 40
years, from the effects of a virulent small-pox,
leaving behind hima great name as a warrior
and a king. He had greatly reduced human



9. The natural name isGe-
lele, which begins a sen­
tence: Gelele ma nyonzi
-"Bigness,with no wayof
lifting." Mr. T. B. Free­
man erroneously states it
GIere, or Glery, the jaw­
bone. His strong names
are: 1. Tenge makan­
fcnkpon: Arock, the finger­
nail cannot scratch it-be­
hold! 2. Kini kini kini :
Lion of lions. 3. An
animal having cut itsteeth,
evil has entered into the
bush (the bush meaning
the surroundingtribes,who

sacrifice, and had made his principal officers
take the fetish oath to prevent the general
massacre of women in the palace.

1858. Gelele succeeded his father at the age of
38, to the exclusion of his eldest brother,
" Godo," who was and is much addicted to
drink. Other brothers gavehim trouble,though
he was expressly nominated for succession by
Gezo, after the fashion at Abeokuta.

For the first two years he contentedhimsolf
with warring downsmall chiefs,who are men­
tioned in Chapter IX. Of these he has killed
about forty.

In July and August, 1860, the King per­
formed the Grand Customs for his father,
slaying, it is supposed, 2000 men, which num­
her may readily be reduced to 500. He de­
stroyed Attako (Tacoou), and slew Akia'oll
(Chapter IX.).

Early in 1861, Gelele collected a large force I

:--------
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9. feel the sharpness of Da­
home's tooth). 4. Ye
mabu 10 sin men: Shadow
is never lost in water.

TheKing's mother, who
still lives,is called Zoindi.

1858. to attack Abeokuta: small-pox broke out on
the road, and he was compelled to return.

On March 15th, 1862, the King fell sud­
d.enly, with 6000 men, upon Ishagga, a town
containing about 5000 souls. It had behaved
with consummate treachery to his father. He
slew the chief, and carried off seventeen or
eighteen native Christian converts and a
Scripture reader-Mr. William Doherty, of
Sierra Leone, and Mr. William Jones, with
five men and three women, who were paraded
to Whydah, and afterwards reported slain.
About this point, however, there are many
doubts, Mr. Doherty is said to have
been crucified, with a nail passed throngh his
head into a tree trunk, and holding an open
umbrella honori« CGiUsa. It is supposed that
their death was hastened by the earthquake
of July 10, which the King thought was the



......

voice 'of his father calling for more VIC­

tims.
On March 15, 1863, Gelele attacked Ig­

bara, a small Egbado town, and completely
destroyed it, carrying off many captives.

In December and January, 1862-63, the
King was visited by Captain Wilmot, R.N.,
senior officer on the West Ooast of Africa,
Captain Luce, R.N., and Dr. Haran, H.M.S.
Brisk, attended by the Rev. Peter W. Ber­
nasko, native assistant missionary, Whydah.
The officers were most courteously received,
but effected nothing.

On June, 1863,Gelelemarchedintothe Mak­
hi country with all his army, and after a short
campaign,returned back,bearinga fewcaptives.

On March 15, 1864, the King attacked
Abeokuta, and after a very poor affair,
received an exemplary defeat (conclusion of
my narrative), which will probably lead to
the ruin of Dahcme.



DAHOMEY, ITS PEOPLE AND CUSTOMS.
•

THE following letter has been received by the Duke of 'Vel­
lington from the celebrated lion-hunter, M. Jules Gerard;-

[Times, August 18, 1864.]

" Monsieur le Duc,-Your Graceis well aware that few men
gain by being seen close, unless they are men of intellect and
merit. The King of Dahomey, despite his cognomen, which
signifies the 'Eternal' or the 'Infinite,' '" fully justifies that
rule to which he is no exception. Physically he is similar to
the other blacks of his country-tall, well built, a head like a
bull dog. The most usual expression of his countenance is that
of cunning and oruelty.f His moral qualities are in perfect
keeping with his physical conformation; he is more gracious
than the Kings who have preceded him, fanatical for old tra­
ditions and customs. The traditions of that microscopic court
are to turn the whites to the best possible account (exploiter
lee blanC8), but especially to induce them to make presents.
It is the custom to excite the peoplewith sanguinary spectacles,
so as to be able to carry off the neighbouring population when
a slave-dealer makes an offer to the King and also at the
annual custom of human sacrifices.

"I have just spent twenty days at Kana, where the King
was staying for the celebration of the lesser ceremonies. On
the day of my presentation I was conducted across the Market•

.. This is pure faney.-R. F. B.
t I did not remark it.-R. F. B.



APPENDL~. 411

place, where twelve corpses were exposed to view on separate
sites. Six were hung up by the feet, the six others were up­
right, like men about to walk. Those whom I saw close were
horribly mutilated and not beheaded." An enormous pool of
blood covered the ground beneath the scaffold, giving unmis­
takeable evidence of previous sacrifices and of the tortures.
which accompanied them.t Our reception by the King was
brilliant, very cordial for myself as well as for the French
Consul;t but we were soon able to convince ourselves that this
was but a comedy always performed by this poor Paladin to
get the presents brought by the whites. Born and brought up
in the midst of these spectacles, which would be ridiculous if
they were not horrible, the present King is actually more fond
of them than his subjects. I saw him. on that day admiring
with the delight of a child the grotesque dances and ridiculous
pantomime of his ministers, and then of the princes, and then
of all present, for our amusement. A most infernal music,
which nearly deafened us, delighted the King, who seemed to
be in a state of ecstacy; and this, M. Ie Due, lasted for six
hours. On the following day his l\Iajestyinvited us to witness
a procession of the King's riches. On reaching the square of the
Palace (read huts) an agreeablesurprisehad beenprepared forus.
The entrance gate was flooded by it pool of blood two yards
in width, and on each side a column of recently decapitated
heads formed two immense chaplets. It is true that on this
day the King wore the emblem of Christ on his breast. It
must be presumed that it was the cross of execution that he
meant to imply by this ornament. As regards the procession
of his wealth, it consisted of a few old carriages, bath chairs
carried by men with figures like Polichinello, One thousand

,. The mutilation took place after death.-R. F. B.
t Thcre had been no previous sacrifices, and no tortures.c-R F. B.
::: Others represented the contrary.a-R F. B.
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W'omen ~amed each a bottle of liquor on her head, a brass basin
ili the shape of a footbath to receive the blood- of the human
victims on the day of the King's banquet; an image of the
Virgin; various baskets-full of human skulls; an image of St.
Lawrence, as large as life, carried by blacks; finally the drum

. of death.
"At another festival the King commanded on foot his

Amazons, who manreuvred with the precision of a flock of
sheep. On the Market-place already mentioned each step was
ornamented by a dead body; and the King came and went in
the midst of pools of blood and fragments of human flesh in a
state of putrefaction. On this occasion he had daubed his face
with coal." The ceremony terminated by a mad dance, in
which the King took part, dancing vis-a-vis to drunken soldiers
and musicians. Such are, M. le Due, the man, the Government,
and the people whom we have hitherto hoped to turn into a
path less contrary to the laws of humanity. I regret that
Captain Burton should have arrived at Kana just at the moment
of the King's departure, as he might hase been enabled to
see and judge of all these things.

"I am, M. le Due, your most obedient servant,
"JULES GERARD.

"P.S.-On the day of his departure the King invited us to
a review of his army prepared for war. It was from 12,000
to 14,000 strong, comprising 12,000 Amazons,.1000 men of
t4e body-guard, and 2000 archers."t
/.B.-:-:-~eletter is interesting, as giving the darkest view of things

/'''':'''. .:DR~man.-R.F. B. -
/: :*,,:ae~' 'tWittt:tpree streaks ofgnnpowder."-R. F. B.
( '. t:~e,.;~ aJi" \numerical errors. M. Gerard probably means 1200
,- AmazQliilAlt F;Bi. \" ~. ..-;" . - .

"~/,;,,'" -", .
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