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To reE Epitor or THE “ OBSERVER.”

Dzar Sir,—After several weeks at the Cape, I have just arrived
to attend the Exhibition, and sir, the first person I met at the exhibi.
tion door was my friend who invented the « pikus system,” and I re.
ceived such a cross look from him that really I thought that he sus.
pected me with respect to those questions I sometime ago put concern-
ing him, However, he looked very well, but he did not seem to enjoy
the exhibition, he had a somewhat downecast look connected with his
brow. No sooner than my eyes turned from him they encountered the
large brained jurist, who distinguished himself of late in the matter of
actions ex delicto versus the Africans. He seemed quite recovered from
the attack, in so much that he was playing sheep eyes with one or two
ladies near by, and now and then he fondly stroked his beard at the
same time indulging in a small smile.

On entering the Court Hall, T had to solemnly bow to the excle-

stastic who appeared as grave and as gallant as ever, now and then his -

feelings burst out in tears, hands clasped together and eyes uplifted to
the ceiling. I felt sir, that I was in a dangerous position, and T at
once proceeded towards the platform, there I met old acquaintances
and friends; Sam Slick was there surrounded with parsons and doctors,
discussing doctrinal points in philosophy. Soon after the Master of
the ceremonies arrived. followed sir, with blue and- red jackets and
coats which so duzzled my sight that my senses were clouded and I
bave now to get some one to explain these questions I am obliged
to submit to relieve myself of all doubts :—

1. Is it true that the Grovernor did not originate the Exhibition ?
2, 1s it true that the Colonial Chaplain originated the scheme for
the advancement of the Afrieans ?

3. Were the committee not told that there were no facilities for
an exhibition ?

4. Had not the originators of the scheme their own end in view

when they brought about the Exhibition?
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5. Is it true that the French officers were dissatisfied with their
reception ? :

6. Are Irish peasants in such a position 2s to be able to bestow
pecuniary help to the Exhibition ?

7. Did the Governor actually refuse to take part in the exhibition
when it was first talked about?

8. Is it possible that the Colonial Chaplain, notwithstanding the
advice of His Excellency, persisted in bringing forward the Exhibition ?

9. Why were not the exertions of the superintendent alluded to
in His Excelleney’s speech as well as the other workers ?

10. Is it true that English philanthropists refused assistance to
the exhibition beeanse they perceived the motives of the schemers ?

11. Is there any hope now that the exhibition is a failure to all
self aggrandizement; ?

12. Is it true that the very men who smile and laugh ab
Government House, and extol the Exhibition to the sky are the very
men to speak ill of it amongst their friends ?

13. Is it true that the refreshment room entices persons to the
Exhibition Building and not the mere looking at the “jejune” stalls?

14. Cannot every article in the Exhibition be seen and inspected
in a quarter of an hour? '

These, Mr. Editor, are the questions I shonld like some explanation,
and I will be much obliged to one of your correspondents to answer
them. If thy friends ©Jomaxnes” and “Lro” are still in the
Colony, I expect an answer from them.

Yours truly,
March 1st, 1865. VORTEX.

Frox raE “ FrEEToWN OBSERVER,” Mancm 301w, 1865.

‘We regret exceedingly that the Inaugural Speech of his Excellency
the Governor, delivered at the opening of the Exhibition, has come
before the public the way it has—whether it be to benefit the revenue

or the committee of the Exhibition. While it is our intention to
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comment on the expected premeditated profit from ‘the sale of the
Speech, we believe that Hig Excellency had nothing to do wity the
publication, and that the sole responsibility rests ent; =ly on a foy
leading men in the Executive Committee, A public Speech of g
kind, said to be delivered for the benefit of the African race, mops
especially to instil into the minds of the ]abouring population desirs
for Agricultural pursuits, should be publis

hed gratis, The class of
persons who are directly to be benefitted by the Speech are those who

are either paupers, or nearly so, and, although willing, are quite ungble
to spare the trifle from their scanty wages. Since thig Speech wag
intended for the good of the publie, we eannot understand the selfish
motives that prompted the Committee to chargefor it. This is the old
story often repeated, and which has assisted in blighting the progresy
of the colony from time to time, Time-serving philanthrophists,
like the wily priests of old, are only ready to offer a prayer
and bestow a blessing, but when importuned to pull their purse or
forego Ppecuniary profit, are dumb-founded and amazed. The committee
of the Exhibition, although enjoying,

g, in a Pecuniary sense, 2 healthy
state, insomuch that they are pampering the appetite on well filled

o
men who compose the Committee ; at the same time, we are aware
that the arrangement for the publication devolved on a Rev. Gentleman
of the Committee, and if he had prop

osed to give copies of the speech
gratis, and defray the expenses out of the funds in hand, we are sure

issentient voige, But those who

Really, it appears to us,
subseribed by different

ringing forward of a par-
ticular object and nothing else. Tt is indeed an imposition to ask men
to pay for 5 thing already purchased by them, The subscribers to the
Exhibition, we apprehend, are entitled to the
artiele purchased out of the funds collected, Tm;

8 Exceﬂency delivered
for their immediate benefit, and
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the rightful possession of it at once lodged with the subscribers and

the public; and even supposing for one moment that expenses were in-
. 3

i inting uestion naturally arises—was the com-
Qll.l'l'ed izfxo :. ;zssiilz);l:il:tge;];; tgllxem ? 'We need not refer to statistics
zl?lfzw the pecuniary ability of the Committee , suffice it to say t}mt
they are able to print, publish, and bestow one tfmuaa.nd or more c:p:;ls;
‘We now proceed to redeem our promise in comfnentmg ot e
h. It is not within our province to be at issue mt}\ the ex Tae
ebodied or shell we direct attention
embodied in the early part of the speech, n R
to the causes of the “rebuffs, the coldness, and even the i 1; X o ,
with one or two remarks which have fallen from '..HJS ]?xce :nlt:z; iz.:
“And those gentlemen have nowmttelpmi;dh:::sff;ih;?e : oy (\;};ﬁ
“that with the exceptions to which I w ¢ » B
“ :ztcess, for I call it l:i.lrea,siy a suecess, is ex‘ltirely owing f:o thel: ::e:gz;
“activity, and perseveranee.—Engﬁ';:h fbhﬂantﬂ;roo::g: :&p;\teuecm
“wi ldness and indifference this a empt
« ;?:;sczf the African, and to stimulate ﬂ}eir mdu.stry anqiizzg;yi;—:nu; |
“sister colonies and establishments have given us .h.tﬂe asglfs A
“way, I fear from the mistaken notions of eomp.ehtxon an ge o sym ”
“we trace the history of any nation, emerging fro;:l bfe e
“clvilization, we shall find that though t}le first move ‘o.f:i .
“through foreign conquests or occupation, the remlt:m or s been
“achieved by the people themiel\:m}:: ﬁrztnzu:;; Ia:lust o your
“asr - rn Coast o . L
« ?‘i::l;g:: tiii(;l:leg:Z:: ti:l making, before I conclude, an allus:::’.:]xi :(; m:;eﬁ
“and the reasons which induced me to 139 most anxmﬁ ::hde pesple "
“this day’s proceedings. I am deeply indebted to et netiing
“Sierra Leone. From my first arrival he‘re T have exp:rﬁis Exesllones
“but kindness and consideration.”—It will be seen.tha Pap——
is of opinion that the Exhibition is a success, with a :\\;he gl
which are—the death of M. lem., the col&fzess t()l s e
Philanthrophists, the jealousy of the sister Colomes:a_nhow P,
of produce by the native chiefs. We cannot com.a;fzien o e
of a member of the committee can aﬁ‘ef:t the l?xlu i Od, il o the
matter of co'urse, it only shows the entire w:eaLness an e e
affair, It is a theorem that a few exceptions prove nothing,
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8dd, when the main points, said to be linked together to give strength
to any undertaking are said to be exceptions, the whole is destroyed,

Just so with regard to the Exhibition; the proper assistance from
abroad and produce and arbicles for exhibition from the native chiefy
have been deemed by His Excellency as 5o many exceptions, but upon
these the success of the undertaking depended, for it must be under.
stood that the facilities, as we have already shown, for an Exhibition
here were nowhere to be seen, and the only dependence for the suceess
of the enterprise was on the arficles sent from persons round about
us, They have failed to do so, and surely the Exhibition cannot be
said to have come up to the expectations of the many. Further, we
can imagine, why English Philanthropists have appeared indifferent if
they, like many loeal gentlemen, are aware of the fact that Agriculture
is neglected in this colony, and that before the people are encouraged
to plant, they have been asked to exhibit articles not yet known or
prepared by them. 'We cannot conceive what has led His Excellency
to fasten the “green eyed monster” on the sister colonies for not
sending articles for exhibition, but, however, this can only be regarded
as an assertion from His Excellency, as there are mo facts athis
disposal for proof. "With respect to the first move towards civilization
being effected, and that it was left for the Afriecans on the Western
Coast to emulate ; we aver that they have done so, and that they have
emulated European civilization so far as within their reach. Go along
the Western Coast of Africa, view the civilization of the African, his
leaving his barbarous customs and practices and accepting European
manners and habits, and ask the question whether the African in these
spots has been susceptible of civilization and has improved. Judging
from the social and political pressure which they have to undergo, we
are of opinion, that the Africans in Her Majesty’s settlements on this
Coast have done well; and furthermore, we are of opinion that more
could not reasonably be expeected from them, unless from among them,
like as in many nations, master spirits had sprung up to elevate their
country in spite of civil broils and bloodshed. But the proof referred
to by His Excellency to substantiate his assertion that the Africans
are not emulating the example set before them, we state is nob
suflicient. The very fact that slavery exists around the * European
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witloments* eannot demolish the truth that the Africans within the
witlements have accepted European civilization. Furthermore, be it
remembé‘i‘?‘ed, that the Africans have been taught to regard slavery as
port and parcel of Buropean civilization. They have been encouraged
by European slave dealers, and strictly speaking, the horrqrs of slavery
jave been greatly aggravated by those gentlemen dealers in human

‘traffic. - The one or two preventions cannot eradicate the well rooted

tisease which no elizir can effect. His Excellency then concludes his
inaugural addvess with a few personal allusions, but as we are not
inclined to comment on the reasons which induced him “to take a
part in this day’s proceedings,” we conclude, leaving them as a matter
of course to the feflecting mind.

THE BENCH AND THE BAR.

(See page 37.}.

TyxspaY, May 2xp, 186G5.

During the sitting of the Supreme Court in the trial of Ackim v.
Macarthy and others, Mr, Rainy wished to give in evidence certain
words spoken by Mr. Dougan, when-a witness before the Land Com-
missioners. His Honour, the Chief Justice, objected, and told Mr.
Rainy he must call Mr. Dougan himself if he réquired his ?videnee.
His Honour further said that he, Mr. Rainy, knew as a practioner t_lmt
if any other practitioner proposed to put in such evidence, ke, lfr. .R‘amy,
would be the first to object. On this, an altercation seemed 1mmmfant
between the Bench and Bar, and His Honour at once told Mr. Rainy
that he would permit no altercation between the Bench and Bar; that-
any opinion from the Bench must govern the Bar, and that the Court
would exercise its authority in compelling proper conduct from the -
Bar and all persons in Court. Mr. Rainy then stated, ashe well knew
what would be the result of his remaining in Court, he would leave
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the Court. He did leave the Court and called to his client, Ackim, to
follow him, which he, Ackim, did.

The jury was then discharged by the consent of Mr. Carrol, the
attorney for the defendants.

The Court then adjourned to the 8th May, at ten o’clock.

I Certify the foregoing to be & true Copy,

(Signed) ~ THOMAS MARSTON
Registrar, -

-

[Nore.—I have no hesitation in saying that the Chief Justice was
clearly wrong in discharging the jury. His Honour ought to have
nonsuited the plaintiff, if he thought his own conduct towards me’
(plaintifi’s counsel) was right and proper. If the-Chief Justice had
taken this course, I would have moved for a new trial, when I would’
have had an opportunity of vindicating myself, but I was pre
vented to do so on account of the jury being discharged without
giving a verdict or a nonsuit ordered by the Chief Justice.]—Enitoz.

CHARTER OF JUSTICE

OF

SIERRA LEONE..

By the Charter of Justice, the Giovernor and Legislative Council
of Sierra Leone are authorized to make and establish all ordinances
not being repugnant to the laws of England.

As the Ordinance, referred to in this pamphlet, giving four
Nominees of the Executive the power of reducing damages assessed
by a jury in civil actions, is clearly contrary to the laws of England, I
hold that the Legislature of Sierra Leone exceeded their power in
passing the ordinance, which, in my opinion, is absolutely void.

1 raised the point before the Supreme Court in the case of
Hughes ». Warner, but the Chief Justice gave no opinion upon it
Colonial Judges who hold their offices during the pleasure of the
Orown are very careful in dealing with » point of law of this nature.

EpiroR.




