








58.
~'" "', -. !>....::.. :- ";,::'.. ;',~

a. deeidoofailnre <~th .~espect t():Nati~~.~a~~f~cture and produce.
SIl', are not the >oPgos~~s';of~the:Exlii~itioii:p~rt'ectlycorrect when'

they 8mtedt.~t~~~r~.~~ren~ facili~i~s~~re~'~or;a~'~Xhibition, inviting
the worldtocoJlle an~ .see~and:thentos~o,,",We~:~heir own articles?

Wh.at dO...~h.e .Fr.·cn..clis.ee. He.. re b:ut..· their.' ownc.. ar..·.ti.. c.·l•.e.;.~.s.· ..•. and sir l'S l't n t. " • . '- '" " 0
a Frencll Exhibition instead of a Sierra Le<>~~?>;~grand invitation
on the part or the :A.~thorities her.eremin.~sIn~:()fthe mountain in
labour. Everyone was invited toaeesoDl~Nlirig"~onstrous, when
behold, a mouse crept out! I saw nothin~~fNative manufacture

except a. hard wood table, countr~ cloths,: ." skili~, and calabashes:

Where, SIr, were the large.:potato, pumki~'~~~;,o~"!t~rprovision; where
were the large ox, the plump sheep anclgoat 'P;These were no where
~ be seen, and ~et sir, a gentleman .of the 'Sub:-Gommittee, who was
h)~hly elated, wondered at the success. they .:ha~:31chieved. Putting
stude the French articles the gentlemen oftbe~~m~tionhave nothing
to boast or but the building and the apar~ent';of Messrs. Evans
Brothers; the former was nicely arranged"and at! ~once the beholder
(unaccustomed t<> look on pretty curtains~dfloating flags) was
~mpted to give vent to feelings expressive of enjoyinent, which often­
tImes are mistaken for success. The latter was :an apartment for
refreshment, where friends lavishly treated each other and this tended. ..' ... ,
~o Inc~ease the enjoyment, already described. :Men put a poison
In theIr mouths to steal away their brains, and,while undergoing this
mental torture minor things take the place of great ones. This has
been the case with those who think that the Exhibition is not a
total fai!~r~ with respect to nativeal't, &e. Sir, ,you are aware that
the e~hlbltion ~as spoken of and advertised,by:~heCommittee, ana
tTw,e Mterestea 1tU tke welfare ofAfrica as one of 'i'Native art, manu­
facture, specimens· of agriculture and live stock,with nseful· African
produce of every kind &c." Is it not a failurerhave the intentions of
the Committee been realized? Can they glorifuF~enchmanufacture
and call it Sierra Leone H Nati"'e "rt" "Trr1~.,.,.. s'·' th C t" IJ. 1 ... I ... • .~" L.J, .• lr~ e ~ew ar lC es
w lW 1 have been collected at this place woul4scarcely occupy an
apartment twenty feet long and ten feet' broad;M~tyet a few gentle­
men had the audacity to say"that the exhibiti()ft:~is not a manifest
failure. So~y I am sir, that it is a.failtu-e,but indeed that
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the step .was taken. for.theag~~cdoiz,~~~ij~:Bf>IJi.~~e~;;';llondnot
with a desire to benefit Africa~. ~Ji~~,~l~~ ..t,~t,~,t1l0B~ w~o

expected to blazen forth their~D1,e,s!,~0~1l~:;~~~~4~',:~'f~,:;i*edm
the enterprise. A" O.B.,"sir,~d'~",~.ee~':~~L~~~~~,'~~~~\~~!~1~9nsare
worth strhring for, but at ·theBatIl~~lll.e;t¥ei:,~~~~~:~~~~.1>,~s~~~~edat
the expense of anyone. I do n()t,,~~,lik~.':¥~~p'~~~,~g~I~,~:;?;~teven
in the smnIl body of thes~·geIltlelI\~~:'\\Th~~gP,il,p,~.~.~~~}:i;~:~~~mI~e,can
be discerned a little self ad,:anqell1e~t.:"'Qfl:~:;~f~J~~~~~~~~~;~~~ceeded

~~;,;~~'Iilillt~:;
true description of the committe? .:I:aro,.~';:~e:Y,'f·~~~~,\~~~~t~~~handto
any work for the advancemelitofA.f1oic~'1V~~P:';~():~~~~~~;D~i~~~eresult
and means are at my disposal. The, o~g~~~~~~~~~~~ts,:~~~~jbrought
about the exhibition knew well,tha~~11~~;t~:}~9~;~~~~:for the.
purpose, in fact they were told s()~ ¥e~·~;!!.e~i~"~~~~~'~~.finvited
the world to come and Bee the ccD.~~~J!e~~;~f~J1..,~!;':[~~~f~lJt'])enged

competition. And what have ,·.t~ey, 8~()~~~,,,,:;~,!",,~::~1~;~~~t:ij~he ~~ry .
articles brought from othercoun~i~s~ ,~s,'1~~:~9Jj~;;~~F~~~}~~a rISUlg .
people to call the world to wi~ess'fhe~p~v~~~~;~)~:~~~~~~;urehere
sir, is not pursued, and before<tlle~p~ople~,~~J~'R~en:}~~~jand en·
couraged to plant, their ignorance,8.lld~~a~~~~~ir~,~~~e -bj~~:~ortrayea .
to the world. I abhor thi8;wan,t~of~s~pa~~~c~Jif~~~~~~:,g~1]ourle~-.
ing ~en-instead of sympathising .\~t~,P?~~',¥f~~~!~~j~~ouragmg'

her from degree to degree, theyhlLv~ l~~:~~t,~~~'~~~:;~.~~l!P~~yond .
her present facilities. What, s~, ..~ •• ge;~~~:~~~,;.~~~~~~:~,~~~blti;n~~
Sierra Leone ere a few more ~ys;::~~~~~?r~~H~/.~~~~~flen
b 1 ·Il b ala' will tlike:nlace\P.:;'~~;~~:;the otherust e WI e over~ are pse .', .",J:":\:)<;";.':l"':~':"1 ' .'
hand, if Agricultural Societies,!eree~~~~~~~i'f~~~J;~~~j~rrnme~t
assisted them the results would be .benefi.c~·;·~~:.~li~:':c~l,g~y· I will .
not, Mr. Edit~r, occupy more of yoursp~e·'~~i~.'~B~,~r;"'returnto
the subject again. . ' ', , ; c, ,'.f,':;'>: ie"~ ,

March lot, 1865. I'll1j~!'17~OH'
.~':j;"'< ,: ~
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5. Is it true that the French offieers were dissatisfied with their

reception P
6. .A:re Irish peasants in such a position as to be able to bestow

pecuniary help t-o the Exhibition P
7. Did the Governor actually refuse to take part in the exhibition

when it was first talked about P
8. Is it possible that the Colonial Chaplain) notwithstanding the

advice of His Excellency, persisted. in bringingforward. the Exhibition P
9. Why were not the exertions of the superintendent alluded to

in His Excellency's speech as well as the other workers?
10. Is it true that English philn.nthropists refused assistance to

the exhibition because they perceived the motives ot'the schemers P
11. Is there any hope now that the exhibition is a failure to all

self aggrandizement P
12. Is it true that the very men who smile and. laugh at

Government House, and extol the Exhibition to the sky are the very
men to speak ill of it amongst their friends P

13. Is it true that the refreshment room entices persons to the
Exhibition 'Building and. not the mere looking at the ccjejune n stalls 13

14. Cannot every article in the Exhibition be seen and inspect-ed
in a quarter of' an hour?

These, Mr. Editor, are the questions I shouldlike some explanation,
and I will be much obliged to one of' your correspondents to answer
them. If thy friends C,;)'ORA.lmES n and "LEo t) are still in the

Colony, I expect an answer from them.
Yours truly,

To !rHE EDITOR OF THE" OnSERVEB."

DEA.R SIn,-After several weeks at the Cape, I have just arrived
to attend the Exhibitioll, and sir, the first person I met at the exhibi­
tion door was my friend who invented the" pikus system," and Ire.
ceil"ed such a cross look from him that really I thought that he BUS.

pected me with respect to those questions I sometime ago put concern.
ing him. However, he looked very well, but he did not seem to enjoy
the exhibition, he had a somewhat downcast look connected with his
brow. No sooner than my eyes turned from him they encountered the
large brained jurist, who distinguished himself of late in the ma.tter of
actions etC delicto ve1'SU8 the Africans. He seemed quite recovered from
the attack, in 80 much that he was playing sheep eyes with one or two
ladies near by, and now and then he fondly stroked his beard at the
same time indulging in a small smile.

On entering the Court Hall, I had to solemnly bow to the e:ccl.e­
8ta8tic who appeared as grave and as gallant as ever, now and then his
feelings lJurst out in tears, hands clasped together and eyes uplifted to
the ceiling, I felt sir, that I was in a dangerous position, and '{ at
Once proceeded towards the platform, there I met old acquaintances
and friends; Sam Slick was there surrou!!.ded with parsons and doctora)
discussing doctrinal points in philosophy. Soon after the ~Iaster of
the ceremonies arrived. followed sir, with blue aud- red jackets and
coats which so dazzled my sight that my senses were clouded and I
ha'fe DOW to get some one to explain these questions I am obliged

• to Bul)mit to relieve myself of all doubts :-

March 1st, 1865. VORTEX.

1. Is it true that the Governor did not originate the Exhibition r
2. Is it true that the Colonial Chaplain originated the scheme for

the advancement of the Africans?
8. Were the committee not tolel that there were no facilities for

an exhibition r
4. Had not the originators of the scheme their own end in view

when they brought about the Exhibition?

FROM THE "FBlllETOWlt OBSERVEn," M:A.noH 30rn, 1865.

-
We regret exceedingly that the Inaugural Speech of his Excellency

the Governor, delivered at the opening of the Exhibition, has come
before the public the way it has-whether it be to bene6.t the revenue
.or the committee of the Exhibition. While it is our intention to
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comment on the expected premeditated profit from 't
Speech, we believe that His Excellency h d th' he sale of the

bli . a no lDg to d 'th
pu . cation, and that the sole responsibilit rests . a WI the
leading men in the Executive Camm'tt Y A e~tirely on a few
kind, said to be delivered for the b:n::~ of t:~~c, Speech of the
especially to instil into the minds of th ] b . e rlCa~ race, more
for Agricultural pursuits should be e balis°hurIndg po~ulation a desire

, pu e grati! Th la
per8~ns who a~e directly to be benefitted b the S e ' e c ss of
are eJther paupers, or nearly so, and, altho~gh ~ech are t~ose who
to spare the trifle from the' W g, are qUIte unable
• 11' scanty waG'es S' tl'
mtellded for the good of the publi O' mce us Speech was
motives that prompted the C 'tt

C
, we cannot understand the selfish

omml ee to charge'for it Th"
story often repeated and wh' h h " ,IS IS the old

, IC as assIsted 1 bli ht'
of the colony from time to ti T' n ,g mg the progress
lik . me, nne-servmg phil thr hi

-e the wily priests of old nl an op sts,
and bestow a blessinG' but h' ar~ 0 y ready to offer a prayer

-0' . W en Importuned t II th '
forego pecuniary profit,are dumb-founded d 0 pu eIr p~e or
of the Exhibition, although " ,an amazed. The commIttee

enJoymG' map ,
state, insomuch that the • 0', ecumary se;use, a henJ.thy

· yare pampering th tit
dishes, and on the chOl'cest ' d e appe e on well filled

· vmn s are yet so .
gwe the poo~ farmer a copy f ' h ' P001 as to be unable to

, 0 a speec mtend d t d h'
ThIs eagerness after pecuniary " , e 0 0 1m some good.
men who compose the C 'tt

gain
IS qUIte unfitted fur those gentle.

ommi ee; at tIle sam t'
that the arrangement for the bli ' e 1me, we are aware
of the Committee and if h hPud cation devolved on a Rev, Gentleman

, e a proposed t' ,
gratis and defray th' 0 give copIes of the speech

, e expenses out of the fi d '
there would neyer have been a' ,un s ~ hand, we are sure
J'ielded to his proposition are thems:sen~ent VOIce, ,But those who
80 many automatons or 'd d es liable, they bemg regarded as

al ers an abettors R all '
that the committee forgot th t th ,e y, It appears to us,
persons is entrusted to th ,a e money subscribed by dift'erent
. ell' care for the b' '.L' •

tlcular obiect and noth' I I" rmgmg .LOrward of a par-
f1 mg e sec t IS Indeed ' , ,

to pay fo1' a thing aJread h an ImpOSItIOn to ask men
EslJibition we appreh YdPurc ased by them. The subscribers to the

, en , are entitled t th
article purchased out of th fi doe use of any and every
his speech before bI'e un s collected. His Excellency delivered

a pu lC assembly, for their immediate benefit and,
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the rightful possession of it at once lodged with the subscribers and
. the public; and even supposing for one moment that expemes were in­

c.urred for its printing, the question naturally arises-was the com­
mittee in a position to defray them P We need not refer to statistics
to show the pecuniary ability of the Committee, suffice it to say that
they are 'able to print, publish, and bestow one thousand or more copies.

We now proceed to redeem our promise in commenting on the
speech. It is not within our province to be at issue with the extracts
embodied in the early part of the speech, nor shall we direct attention
to the causes of the cc rebuffs, the coldness, ana. even the ridicule," but,
with one or two remarks which have fallen from His 'Excellency, viz. :
"And those gentlemen have now the proud satisfaction of knowing
"that with the exceptions to which I will hereafter refer, this day's
cc success, for I call it already a success, is entirely owing to their energy,
"activity, and perseverance.-English Philanthropists appear to view
cc with coldness and indifference this attempt to raise the intellectual
cc status of the African, and to stimulate their industryandenergy-our
"sister colonies and establishments have given us little assistance inany .
cc way, I fEl&r from the mistaken notions ofcompetition andjaalousy.-If
cc we trace the history of any nation, emerging from barbarism to
"civilization, we shall find that though the first moye has been eifected
cc through foreign conquests or occupation, the remainder has been
"achieved by the people themselyes-the first move has been effected
"as regards the Western Coast of Africa. And DOWI must claimyour
"further iudulgence in making, before I conclude, an allusion to myself;
cc and the reasons which induced me to be most anxious to take a part in
cc this day's proceedings. I am deeply indebted to the whole people of
cc Sierra Leone. From my first arrival here I have experiencednothing
"but kindness and consideration."-It will be seenthatHis Excellency
is of, opinion that the Exhibition is a success, with a few exceptions,
which are-the death of Mr. PRATT, the coldness of the English
Philantbrophists, the jealousy of the sister Colonies, and the exhibition
of produce by the native chiefs. We cannot conceive how the death
of a membe~ of the committee can aifect the Exhibition, if it can, as a.
matter of course, it only shows the entire weakness and faUure of the
affair. It is a theorem that a few exceptions prove nothing, but we



add, when the main points, said to be linked together to give strength
to any undertaking are said to be exceptions, the whole is destroyed.
lust so with regard to the Exhibition; the proper assistance from
abroad ani produce and articles for exhibition from the native chiefs
have been deemed by His Excellency as a3 many exceptiona, but upon
these the success of the undertaking depended, for it must be under.
stood that the facilities, as we have already shown, for an Exhibition
here were nowhere to be seen, and the only dependence for the success
of tbe enterprise was on the articles sent from persons round about
us. They have failed to do so, and surely the Exhibition cannot be
said to have come up to the expectations of the many. Further, we
can imagine, why English Philanthropists have appeared indifferent if
they, like many local gentlemen, are aware of the fact that Agriculture
is neglected in this colony, and that before the people are encouraged
to plant, they have been asked to exhibit articles not yet known or
prepared by them. We cannot conceive what haa led His Excellency
to fasten the "green eyed monster" on the siater colonies for not
sending articles for exhibition, but, however, this can only be regarded
as an assertion from His Excellency, as there are no facts at his
disposal for proof. With respect to the first move towards civilization
being effected, and that it was left for the Africans on the Western
Coast to emulate; we aver that they have done so, and that they have
emulated European civilization so far as within their reach. Go along
the Western Coast of Africa, view the civilization of the African, his
leaving his barbarous customs and practices and accepting European
manners and habits, and ask the question whether the African in these
spots has been susceptible of civilization and has improved. Judging
from the social and political pressure which they have to undergo, we
are of opinion, that the Africans in Her Majesty's settlements on this
Coast have done well; and furthermore, we are of opinion that. more
eould not reasonably be expected from them, unless from among them,
like 815 in many nations, master spirits had sprung up to elevate their
country in spite of civil broils and bloodshed. But the proof referred
to by His Excellency to substantiate his assertion that the Africans
are not emulating the example set before them, we atate is not
Bufficient. The very fact that slavery exists around the "European
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settlements" cannot demolish the truth that the Africans within the
settlements have accepted European civilization. Furthermore, be it
remembe~d, that the Africans have been taught to regard slavery as
part and parcel of European civilization. They have been encouraged
by European slave dealers, and strictly speaking, the horrors of slavery •
have been greatly aggravated by those gentlemen dealers in human
.traflic. . The one or two preventions cannot eradicate the well rooted
disease which no elixir can·effect. His Excellency then concludes his
inaugural address with Do few personal allusions, but as we are not
inclined to comment on the. reasons which induced him cc to take a
part in this dDoY~8 proceedings," we conclu.de, leaving them as a matte!'

of course to the tellecting mind.

THE BENCH AND THE BAR.
(See 'Page 37.)

TUESDAY, MAY 2ND, 1865.

During the sitting of the Supreme Court in the trial of Ackim v.
Macarthy and others, Mr, :Rainy wished to give in evidence certain.
words spoken by Mr. Dougan, when- Do witness before the Land Com­
missioners. Ris Honour, the Chief Justice, objected, and told Mr.
Rainy he must call Mr. Dougan himself if be required his evidence.

I His Elmour jurtn. Baid tllat ne, Mr. Bainy, ~tJto a8 a practiofter tllat
if an!! ofnC'}' practitioner proposed to put in 8uck etJidence, 1Ie, Mr. Rain!!,
!oould 'he tlle fl-rst to object. On this, an altercation seemed. imminent
between the Bench and Bar, and His Honour at once told Mr. Rainy
that he would permit no altel'OOtion lletweeu the Bench and Bar; that·
any opinion from the Bench must govern the Bar, and that the Court
would exercise its authority in compelling proper conduct from the
Bar and all persons in Court. Mr. Rainy then stated, as he well knew
what would be the result of his remaining in Court, he would leave
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the Cout't. He did leave the Court and called to his client, Ackim, to
follow him, which he, Ackim, did.

The jury was then discharged by the consent of Mr. Carrol, the
attorney for the defendants.

The Court then adjourned to the 8th May, at ten o'clock.

I Oertify tllc foregoing to be a true OOP!!,

(Bigned) THOMAS MARSTON:
RefJistrar. .1;Y"

[NOTE.-I have no hesitation in saying that the Chief Justice WllS

e1early wrong in discharging the jury. His Honour ought to have,
nonsuited the plaintiff, jf he thought his own conduct towards me'
(phintiif's couusel) was right and proper. If the -Chief Justice had
t.'\ken this course, I would have moved for a new trial, when I wou1~;

have Imd an opportunity of vindicating myself, but I was pre~'

wnted to do so on account of the jury being discharged withollt'
gil'ing a verdict or a nonsuit ordered by the Chief Justice.]-EDlTOR.

CHARTER OF
OF

JUSTICE-

SIERRA LEO'NE.
By the Charter of Justice, the Governor and Legislative Conncil

of Sierra Leone are authorized to make and establish all ordinances
'l1ot beilflll repugnant to tke laws of England.

As the Ordinance, referred to in this pamphlet, giving four
Nominees of the Executive the power of reducing damages assessed
by a jury in civil actions, is clearly contrary to the laws of England, I
hoM that the Legislature of Sierra Leone exceeded their power in
paflHing the ordinance, which, in my opinion, is absolutely void.

I miaed the point before the Supreme Court in the case of
lJIlgheK v. Warner, but the Chief Justice gave no opinion upon it.
Colonial Judges who hold their offices during the pleasure of the
Crown arc very careful in dealing with a point of law of this natnre.

EDITOR.


