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village, I saw fourteen native women washing alluvial soil in the bed
of the creek; and, on inquiring as to the result of their washing,
Mr. Grant, the interpreter, told me they were making six shillings
each per day. The stuff they were washing was from the surface of
the side of the hill hard by. The creek could be turned, and a
water-race brought alongside of the hill, so as to command the
surface and to ground-sluice this portion of the property with good
paying results’” Such is the hydraulicking recommended by me;
but, apparently, where native women succeed, consulting engineers
expect only failure. I must say with Abernethy, ¢ Read my book !’
And that 1s not all. Captain Cameron writes to me from Axim,
¢ I shall get very good washing by the engine (.. without expensive
leats or water-races), and think about ten or twelve shillings to the
ton. I have over thirty feet fall for the sluices, which will give me
three hundred and sixty feet (if necessary) of boxes.’ I reported to
you what my friend declared in a former letter, that he could wash
down a whole hillside.

“In conclusion, 1 hope that the shareholders, after comparing
the statements of fact and theory, will insist upon their engineers
abandoning the old humdrum, beaten track ; and will compel them,
whether they like it or not, to send home gold washed from the
surface.

“I am, etc.,
“R. F. BURTON.

¢¢ Trieste, Austria, April 20th, 1883.”

From Mining Journal, February sth, 1887,
“WEST AFRICAN GoLD MINES,
¢ To the Editor of the Mining Journal.

¢ Sir,—I have been surprised that these West African properties
have not been brought to the front during the present excitement in
gold-mining affairs, for that the gold is there is beyond all question.
I do not forget that several of the companies which started a few
years ago came to grief, but the cause of this was well known to be
mismanagement and misfortune—forces which would ruin the best
scheme in the world. But that these are going to prevent success in
West Africa for ever I fail to believe. Let us look for 2 moment at
what has really been going on quietly during the past twelve months
there, and I think we shall see cause for much hopefulness in the
near future. The Wassau Mining Company’s monthly report is
now before me. The crushing for twenty-two days in November
gave 232 0zs., which netted the sum of 4894 19s. in London, after
deducting freight and expenses. This is at the rate of 41220 per
month of thirty days. Their monthly expenses, I believe, are now
somewhere about /£500. This shows a profit at the rate of over
48000 a year, or 8 per cent. on the capital, and much more than
this is a mere question of machinery. The manager reports on
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December 1 : ¢ If anything, the mine looks better than ever.” The
French Company have reorganized their affairs, and a large and
able staff left England on January 1st. ‘Their property, ata depth of
4o feet, gives an average yield of 174 dwts. per ton in a south-west
direction, and in a north-east direction it gives 21 dwts. At 63 feet
it gives 2z ozs. 15 dwts,, and in Bonnat’s shaft, at 83 feet, it yields
5 ozs. 13 dwts. per ton. With figures like these one may fairly ask,

Where are the East Indian mines? Where, even, are the Queens-
tand properties? The Swanzy Estates Company, a private enter-
prise, carefully and economically managed, have been working for
upwards of two years, on a property which, though not so rich as the
others, is none the less likely to pay ha.ndsomely, as the quantity of
mineral in sight is enormous, and it can be worked at 2 mere
nominal cost, in consequence of its position. They are receiving
regular returns, and the owners are more than satisfied. Cinnamon
Bippo, another private property, equally well and economically
worked, has at least one lode a mile in length, the average assay
from which, over its entire distance, g'lv&s 2} ozs. to the ton, and by
actual crushing of about 300 tons it has yielded 1 oz. 8 dwts. per
ton, at an estimated profit of seventy shillings per ton. With im-
proved machinery and appliances, the owners are satisfied that they
will get about 2 ozs. per ton, and the quantity of ore is absolutely
unlimited. I now turn to your issue of Saturday last, and draw
attention to the report on Essaman. Mr. Harvey says, respecting
the Prestea reef, ‘I have discovered that this is only a portion of
an auriferous belt over 200 ft. thick. The cross-cut has been driven
through the belt to cut the reef, so there is proof undeniable of what
I state, and, moreover, the whole is permeated with auriferous veins
of quartz. Who knows but that some day or other this hill may be
opened and worked as a quarry? Believe me, we know little of the

wealth of Africa. Mr. Harvey reports the main reef to be 1o feet
thick at the point where driving will be commenced, and the average
samples taken right through confirm his previous estimate of about
2 ozs. per ton.” Mr. Harvey is right; we know little of the wealth

of Africa, but it will not be much longer concealed.

“ PSEUDONYM.
¢¢ January 31st, 1887.”

I quote this prematurely, because it finishes the subject :

“ AN EXPLANATION,

“Mr. W. J. Johns has called our attention to a very important
letter respecting the Guinea Coast Company, Limited, which has
been received from Sir Richard F. Burton. This letter would have
been read by Mr. Johns to the shareholders of that company who
assembled at last week’s meeting, but no opportunity presented
itself for him to do so, Many misstatements were made at that
gathering respecting Mr. Johns and other gentlemen connected with
the company, which in a really deliberative assembly, anxious only



