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while right of access to them is still maintained.
Their deposit with other institutions might, if
thought ~desirable, be accompanied by certain
stipulations as to powers of resumnption.

“The principal difficulty in dealing with the
object now in view appears to be that of bringing
home to the minds of the lords of the manors and
their stewards the value of what are apparently
worthless documents. To do this, however, nothing
more seems necessary than respectfully to ¢all their
attention to the subject, and this perhaps can most
readily be effected by the circulation of a memo-
randum such as the present among them.

‘“ Many, no doubt, of the present custodians of
such records are already as anxious for their preser-
vation as any antiquarian society can be, and these
will see in the present appeal an ample justification
for the care they have bestowed on the records in
their charge.”
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CORRESPONDENCE.
PETROLEUM °‘ DISCOVERIES.”
- TPrieste: April 8, 1866,
‘Will you permit me to express my admiration
of a heading I ses in sundry newspaper articles,
#¢The -Petroleum Discoveries,” and my firm

.the original, but it might do so.

expectation of presently reading ¢ Wonderful
Finds of Gold and Silver, Copper and Iron, in
the Land of Midian” ?

The petroleum ¢‘ discoveries” are, to use Mr.
Thackeray’s words, ‘‘ Brand-new and intensely
old.” The wells have been used sinee the
third century, when they supplied (and still
supply) the adjacent monastery of Mar
Auntonios, the oldest in Christendom. The
Admiralty chart marks the high background
“ Zeitiéoil)'Hills.” H.H. Ismail Pasha, who
did, and who still can do, more for Egypt than
any man living, sent Col. Middleton, U.8., to
exploit them, even before I noticed them in the
Gold Mines of Midian (Kegan Paul, Trench, &
Co., 1878).

A -man who writes much can hardly complain,
in such busy times, if he is not much read ; but
the public has a right to demand before a great
¢ discovery ” is announced, with the pomp and
circumstance of ministerial visiting, &c., that
the announcer would expend a few hours in
working up his subject.

RicaarD F. BURTON,

P.S.—Kindly also correct erratum in my

review of Linschoten (ACADEMY, March 27),
which makes him die aet. 78, instead of 48.

THE ‘‘ VENTISETTANA” DECAMERON.
. Paris: April 5, 1886,

May I point out a means of distinguishing
the Giunta Decameron of 1527, otherwise called
the ¢ Ventisettana,” from the Venetian con-
traffazione of 1729, which is not mentioned by
Brunet, Gamba, or Renouard ?

Their test consists in the examination of &
certain number of passages where misprints in
the original have been corrected in the counter-
feit, or where fresh misprints have been intro-
duced in the latter. To be able to do this
requires no small effort of memory.
more simple, and no less sure, testis to examine
the watermark of the paper. By this means
the difference may be detected at once; for
while the paper of the ‘‘ Ventisettana,” so far
as I can discover, has no distinguishing mark,
that of the counterfeit bears a well-defined
{)refoil and an elongated A with a V-shaped

ar.

This .test, of course, would not necessarily
lead to’ the detection of single pages of the
connterfeit introduced into imperfect copies of
In such a
case the difference in type, notably in the shape
of the a’s, would be a sure test, but only to an
experienced eye. PAGET TOYNBEE.

WYCLIFFE'S ‘‘DE DOMINIO DIVINO.”
) Oxford : April 12, 1888,
The note in the last number of the AcADEMY
relating, to my inquiry into the connexion
between® Wyecliffe and Richard FitzRalph,
Archbishop of Armagh, contains one state-

I ment for which I would rather not be held

responsible. The question which I am ex-
amining is concerned exclusively with Wycliffe’s
doctrine of dominium, or ‘‘lordship,” as
developed in his treatise, De Dominio Divino.
So far as my comparison has advanced, I
find that he is dependent on the archbishop,
not only for the essential points of his argu-
ment, but also for most of the details of his
exposition. This is, of course, only a pro-
visional opinion ; but I have at present found
nothing to justify the further statementin your
note, which extends Wycliffe’s indebtedness to
his application of the ‘lordship” doctrine to
practical questions of Church and State ; nor,
indeed, is it likely, on general grounds, that
such should be the case, unless, perhaps, so far
a8 the mere germs of his argument are eon-
cerned. The controversy with which Richard

A much-

FitzRalph was occupied was not Wyecliffe’s;
and in the De Dominio Divino Wycliffe is not
even controversial, but only a speculative
theorist. REGINALD L. POOLE.

‘“STRIDHANA” IN THE AEGEAN.
Coimbatore, Madras: March 16, 1886,
In the February number of Blackwood men-
tion is made of the creation and separate enjoy-
ment of property by the women -of the
mountain villages of the unfrequented island of
Karpathos in the Aegean, and to its devolution
to the female issue on the lines of primogeni-
ture; and this custom is mentioned as one
among the many other customs of the ancient
Greeks which have been preserved through long
ages in this out-of-the-way place. In “On g
Far-off Island,” pp. 233 ff., the custom is stated.
thus: L
“ First-born %sons inherit their father’s property,
first-born daughters their mother’s, and no gi
can marry without [sic] she can provide her husband
with a house ”’ (p. 236).
And further on (p. 241) the following details
are added : -

‘“ They have no pews to sit in, but each mother of
a family possesses one of the stone slabs which
form the pavement [of their church]; on this she
performs her devotions, and brooks no encroach-
ment.® This slab she leaves, together with her
jewellery and her embroidered dresses, to her
eldest daughter.”

It would be interesting to ascertain whether
this custom is common to any of the neighbour-
ing islands; and still more so to inquire by
what means this survival of ancient Greek law,
assuming it to be so, which is so suggestive of
the Stridhana of Hindu law, could have become
established in this isolated locality. Is it a
survival of the ancient laws of the common
ancestors of the Indo-Germanic peoples in the
ages before their eastern and western dis-
persions ? THOMAS FOULKES.

‘‘CREW.”
Qambridge : April 10, 1886,
Please allow me to say that, in the supple-
ment to the first edition of my dictionary, issued
with the second edition, and also separately
reprinted, I give Dr. Murray’s discovery that

.crew, formerly crue, is of French origin, not

Scandinavian. Itis a clipped form of accrue,
or accrewe, *‘ a reinforcement, recruiting force.”
See my article and Accrue, sb., in Murray’s New
English Dictionary. Sir James Ramsay’s
quotation helps to clinch this.

: WALTER W. SKEAT.

 LIP3ET.”
.  Bristol : Apxll 9, 1886,

May I suggest that ‘‘ Lip3et” is leap-gate,
i.e.,, a stile, & gate which does not open but
must be leaped ? ‘‘Lippiatt” is not an un-
common surname in Gloucestershire.

What is the meaning of the ending “‘lip,” as
“Birdlip,” ‘Hindlip,” and other names of
places in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire ?

THOMAS KERSLAKE.

APPOINTMENTS FOR NEXT WEEK.

MonNDAY, April 19,4 p.m. Asiatic: *‘The Sumerian
Language and its Affiuities,” by Prof. Hommel ;
*The Present State ot Hduocation in Egypt,” by
Mr. Canynghame,

5 p.m. London Institution: *Marine In-
gurance,” by Dr. E. Freshfield.

7 p.m. Education Soclety : *“ Method in Teach-
ing French,” by M. A. Esclangon.

8 p.m. Society ot Arts: Oantor Lecture,
¢ Tapestry Makmg and Embroidery,” III., by Mr.
Alan 8. Cole.

" 8p.n. Aristotelian: Kant’s Kritik, concluded:
¢ Methodology of Practical Reason,” by Mr. P.

Daphne.
8 pm. Victoria Institute: *The Persistence
of Type,” by Mr, Hastings C. Dent.
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