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MAGAZINES AND REVIEWS.

TaE article by Mr. E. W. Gosse on the early
writings of Mr. Robert Browning, in the De-
cember number of the Century, is one of the most
remarkable and interesting fragments of literary
biography ever published. The devotion of Mr.
Browning’s life to the development of his poetic
genius ; the love and sympathy shown by his
father, notwithstanding the intellectnal diver-
gence of their minds ; the vastness of his early
epic prejects; the illumination of his mind by the
then neglected works of Shelley and Keats: the
long neglect suffered also by himself, palliated
by the recognition of his genius by such men
as Wordsworth, Macready, John Forater, and
John Stuart Mill—are all subjects of legitimate
curiosity, and the facts relating thereto are
here told with the authority of Mr. Browning
himself. Not less interesting “is that part of
Mr. Gosse’s paper which tells of the production
of his plays, and of his connexion with Macready
and the stage, which will clear up many mis-
understandings. The error of supposing that
these fine dramas “failed” in the ordinary
sense of that term’ is here exposed. Mr.
Browning has been more fortunate than many
great men in choosing an editor for his valuable
information. Mr. Gosse has shown great taste
and skill in executing his important trust.

TaE December number of Temple Bar has &
short story by Tourguéneff, called ¢ The
Brigadier,” which all should read if they care
to know how a short story sltould be written.
The impression left by its studied simplicity is
almost painful, like the glare of a southern
sun, We fancy that it must be tranelated
from the French, but Tourguéneff has never been
fortunate in his translators. Another article,
on “ Art and Landscape in Edinboro’,” by Mr.
Frederick Wedmore, deserves notice. But for
ourselves, we confess that the abbrevia-
tion “ Edinboro’” (is it an abbreviation P} has
fairly upset our faculty of criticism. We hate,
in literature, to be reminded of luggage labels.
‘We will only remark that Mr. Wedmore says
of the Edinburgh National Gallery :— °
“ Of collections quite easily accessible, without let
or hindrance, within the limits of Great Britain, it
stands second only to the gallery in Trafalgar
Square ; 'and, if it stands second at a very great
distance, there is yet in it more than enough to
justify a long study.” ,

THE principal article in the Revista de Ciencias
Historicas for Augustand September (which has
reached us only lately) is ‘‘Los Iberos,” by
the editor, In it he examines the principal
theories concerning the origin of the Basque
race and language, and decides agains} that of
Padre F, Fita, who would establish a relation-
ship between the Basque and Georgian lan-
guages. The most original part of the article
is an attempt at a systematic and exhaustive
analysis of Basque roots in Spanish toponymy.
This we think only partiully successful. Some
of the so-called roots seem to us arbifrary
divisions ija:yllables; others, especially those
from the Basses-Pvrénées, are decidedly of
Romance origin. We notice, however, a cor-
roboration of our own observations of the
numerous Basque roots in Gallicia and the

sturias—4.e., in the parts where a Celtic
toponymy is also most marked. Another
valuable article is by F. Martorell y Pefia on
the fortified posts of Catalonia; the illustra-
tions show clearly the cyclopean foundations of
Tarragona, with.the more recent masonry
bearing Celtiberian letters above it, and this
again succeeded by Roman and mediaeval
work., History is represented in *“The Council
of Constance,” by F. de Bofarull, and in the
“ History of the Counts of Empurias” by
Bishop Taverner. In numismatics Elias de
Mulins describes the commemorative medals in
the Archaeological Museum of Barcelona.

BECERRO DE BENGOA opeuns an interesting
number of the Revista Contemporanca (Novem-
ber 15) with a paper on ¢ Modern Electricity.”
Tuis Barthe, on ¢ The Dismissal of Public
Functionaries,” discusses a question of the
highest practical importance in Spain. - Elias de
Molins publishes the Roman inscriptions in the
Provincial Museum of Barcelona. But the
most important articles are by Tinajero y
Martinez and by Gen. Cordova. The former, in
«Polystoria,”” treats of Spanish historians of
the seventeenth century. Mariana among the
general, Adgensola and Solis among the
colonial, and Hurtado de Mendoza and Melo
among the special historians are selected for
high commendation. Gen. Cordova, in ‘‘ The
Expedition to Italy in 1849,” gives a spirited
narrative of the abortive negotiations of M. F,
de Lesseps with the Roman Government.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

THE S8TATUE OF MARCO POLO AT VENICE.
Trieste: Nov. 11, 1881,

Oné of the chief attractions at the Mostra
geografica of the ‘“ Carnival of Venice,” as men
now call the defunct Congress, was a supposed
statue of Marco Polo. It was a life-sized figure
in Chinese robes, gilt over, except the sailor’s
hat, which was black and intensely modern,
and the beard, which was sky-blue, like that of
an old Cutch pilot. The original is supposed to
be in the ‘“Hull of the Genii,” Canton; and
sundry Italian authorities, as the late Cav.
Tomasoni, of Padua, believed in its authen-
ticity.

My friend Mr. James Pincherle, of Trieste,
copied the characters for you at my especial
‘request. The subject, I venture to say, deserves
discussion. It is new to see a Fan-qui, or
foreign devil, raised to the rank of a St.

Josaphat. RiceARD F. BURTON.
The Virtuous E{F’f;zz Shen
s@dv Reflective P
.l H;Jnoured E Tsun
One % Ché

? [The translation has been kindly supplied by
Prof. R. K. Douglas, of the British Museum,
who adds, ‘“Tsun ché is an appellation of
Buddbas and Arhats, answering to Arya, or
venerable.”—ED. ACADEMY. ]
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