



















































































BurToN’s Visit to Lissa and- Pelagosa. 179

It may be as well here to state at once the conclusions to
“which our researches led. The sea about Pelagosa, being
abnormally rich in fish, naturally attracted honest Tabour, and
the latter, pirates and water-thieves. One of the finds suggests
that it was a battle-field and a burial-ground for men of the
Stone Age. It is not without signs of Etruscan occupation ;
and it was regularly inhabited by the Romans, Pagan and
Christian: almost all their remnants seem to be sepulchral, as
if they had converted the rock into a cemetery.* From docu-
ments still preserved in the archives of Lesina, we learn that
during the supremacy of Venice (thirteenth century), the noble
Lusignano house of Slavogosti, being exiled by the “ Serenissima
Republica,” took refuge in the Rock and there built a stronghold.
These fugitives practised every manner of oppression upon the
hapless fishermen till their den of thieves was razed to the
ground by the suzerain power. Probably to these days we
must refer the ten skulls and the heap of bones in the Topich
Collection. All are comparatively modern, and show the
orthographic-brachykephalic form with prolongation of the
parietal bones, except a lower jawbonet almost petrified,
with the roots of four teeth converted into a friable yellowish
substance.

When the coast was clear of Corsairs, the fishermen of
Lissan Comisa built, upon the central plateau, a rude little
chapel dedicated to St. Michele. Pelagosa was claimed by
the kingdom of Italy, which occupied it provisionally; and
retired only when the Comisani (Froved their rights by pro-
ducing ancient documentary evidence. The trigonometrical
bench-mark, dated 1869, shows that it is now under Austrian
rule.

After these preliminaries we.proceed to land. The usual
course lies to the west of Pelagosa, outside three detached fangs,
the Manzetti, in Slav Volic;t and the navel-like Scoglio
Pampano or Perpak: they are separated by a deep-sea channel
from Point Kapi¢, on the main feature. On the south-western
flank of the Castello block towering above us, we remark a
sloping plainlet grown with Artemisia: here, as will be seen,

* The distance from Lissa and the other larger islands may suggest difficultics:
but we aro not without example. Fortis (i. 4 § 7, pp. 164-65), when describing
the Scoglietto di S. Stefano, west of Sebenico, explains the presence of Roman
tiles, urns, and mortuary inscriptions, one of the latter robbed of its bronze
letters, by the fact of its Laving becen a Sepolereto “according to the praiseworthy
customs of the ancients who, wiser than the moderns, removed far from their
;;.ct}lcrx}’ellts the corruption of corpses und thus prevented the dead injuring the
iving.

t Found in the Cava or new quarry, as will presently appear.

1 Plural of Voliki, a bull-calt’; from Vol, an ox.
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