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“ Tanta ad pericula et impendia satis fuit causa sperare quod cuperent.”"—
PNy, ¢ Nat. Hist.’ xxxiii. 21.
Part 1.
The Retuwrn to North Midian, and Cruise in the Gulf El’Akabah.

Introductory Remarks.—In the following Eages I offer to
the Royal Geographical Society the Route-book and Itineraries
of the Expedition of 1877-78, in its threefold division, which
formed our second journey to Midian; and here it is proposed
to dwell especially upon the lines of road; the positions, the
geography of the country ; and, briefly, upon all that constitutes
}nure topography. Thus the present Journals will serve as
etter-press to the map drawn up from the flying surveys of the
three Egyptian Staff-officers who were detailed by the Khediv
of EgyRt to lay down the limits of His Highness's eastern-
most provinces. The papers, therefore, will in no wise assume
the cl‘x)aracter of a popular volume.

A popular account of the First Khedivial Expedition has
already appeared in ¢ The Gold Mines of Midian,’ &c. (London:
C. Kegan Paul and Co., 1878). The ethnological information,
such as descriptions of the tribes collected by the second,
has been reserved for future publication; the notes upon the
little collection of antiquities and human crania have been

* From ¢ The Land of Midian (Revisited),’ C. Kegan Paul and Co., 1879.
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received into the mighty arms of the Wady Hamz, some 3 miles
from the sea. This upper part commands fine views of the

Jibil el-Safhah ( 36&.9) ,the “ Mountainsof the Plain,” so-called

from their rising suddenly out of a dead level. Seen beyond
the dull traps that hem in our wady, the noble blocks, espe-
cially the lower features, the mere foothills, assume every
quaintest variety of hue and form. The fawn-grey ground-
colour of the granite, Lere shining as if polished by “slickensides,”
there dull and roughened by the rude ungentle touch of Time,
is a neutral tint that takes every glazing with which sun and
moon, mist and cloud paint the world. Changeable as the
chameleon’s, the coating is never the same for two brief hours.
The protean shape, seen in profile and foreshortened, from the
north or south, appears as blocks bristling with “pins” and
points, chimney-tops, horns, and beaks. Viewed from the
east the range splits into a double line, whose ranks have never
been “dressed ” nor sized ; whilst a diagonal prospect so alters
their features that they seem to belong to another range.

After much time wasted in ascertaining the names of the
several items, I give them as they were told to me, declining,
however, to answer for their correctness. The principal blocks
number three; the two first are in the Safhah and the third
lies south of it.

1. The Jebel el-Ward, a white-streaked and regular wall

. visible from the sea. It is separated by a broad valley from
its southern neighbour ; and its outliers are the pale-white and

jagged Jebel ’Afayr ( e c)* and the long and lumpy, low

and dark Jebel Tufayyah.

2. The Ghalab (_Jz) or Ughlub, a monstrous “ Parrot’s
Beak” of granite, continued by a long dorsum to the south.
Its four outliers are the Jebel Natash ( L),;‘;;_’,),T perpendicular
buttresses pressed tightly together; the Tala ’t Muhajjah
(M@"’ «=2\L), a broken saddle-back with two monstrous _
towers; the Jebel Umm el-Natakah (&h), all blocks and
blocklets, bristling like the fretful porcupine; and lastly, the

Jebel el-Khausilah (), }5)’ in appearance thoroughly archi-
tectural.

* El-Ufayr was the name of the ass ridden by Mohammed.
+ The dictionaries explain Natash as the “ herb gromwell.”
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long; the Arabs said 4 hours; the Frenchmen 10 hours,
and the moderates 6 hours—-even they were 45 minutes too
slow. Setting qut late, at 5 A.x., delayed by the Shaykhs and
too much whisky, we reached in 30 minutes a lower and a
larger bulge of the bed, whose water is known as Mayat el-

Badi'ah (4,00 the “ Wonderful ”). At 6 a.x. (1 hour=3}
miles) we ended the hilly encasement of the Wady with
El-Adré (\)o_‘;, the “Rainy ”), a red bufte to the left, and,

on the right, a quartz-veined green knob, the J. el-Yakhmtm
( M) Though 400 feet above sea-level, the land com-

mands no sea-view, and yet there is nothing monotonous in 1t
To the south lies the boundary line Ras Kurkumah (“ Turmerie
Head ”); the Jebel el-Birakh rises to the left beyond the raised
bank of the great Wady Hamz, which, sweeping with a mighty
curve from north-east to west, stretches across our path.
Knobby hills are scattered over the plain; and on our right

appears the Jebel el-Juwayy ( ) )\ the “ unwholesome ),
u .

a black mound with white-sided and scarred head, whose
peculiar shape—a crest upon a slope—represents once more
the familiar Secondary formation of north-western Arabia.
Thus the gypsum has been traced from the Sinaitic shore
gs far south as the Wady Hamz,’and doubtless it does not end
ere.

At 7.35 A.M. (2 hours 35 minutes=8 miles) we crossed a
winding, broad and spreading track, the upper road by which
the Egyptian “Mahmal ” passes, when returning v¢dé the
Wady Hamz from El-Medinah. A few yards farther on showed
us a similar line, the route takeén by the caravan when goin
to Meccah vid Yambd@’. The two mecet in the Wady Wafdiyyaﬁ

(&3&3)),’ to the north-east of the site which we shall visit

to-morrow.

A little past 10 A.M. (5 hours 15 minutes=16} miles), we
crossed the deepest vein of the Wady Hamz, and reached the
Gasr (“Palace ”;Ni)f Gurayyim Sa’id—Sa’id the Brave.

Our march to the farthermost southern point of Egypt-land
had lasted 11 days (March 29-April 8) without includ-
ing the single halt (April 4), and the two days’ march re-

* « Wafd"” is the summit of a sandy hill.
















































