


130 DISCUSSION ON CAPT. BURTON’S PAPER. [Dec. 11, 1871.

‘Wakefield’s notes had been ably and judiciously commented upon
by Mr. Keith Johnston, and Captain Burton’s object was to add
emphasis to that geographer’s remarks, and to supplement them with
the experiences of a practical traveller. He laid down from native
report the length and breadth of the Ukara Lake, which appears in
the Ukerewe of Captain Speke, and in the Garawa of old maps.
A caravan-route between the Baringo Lake—the Barenca of Mer-
cator—enabled him to separate that basin altogether from the so-
called Victoria Nyanza, and to divide the latter into three ; remark-
ing, at the same time, that many more such features were necessary
in order to account for the number of effluents supplied by the ex-
plorers Captains Speke and Grant at the northern portion of their
lake’s inverted delta.

Mr. Gavrox thought it had not been made sufficiently clear that the great
breadth assigned to the south end of the lake rested mainly on data supplied
by Captain gllmon himself, who, in the account of his great expedition, gave
the names on native authority of the tribes on its shore, east of where Speke
reached them, and the distances to which these tribes extended, amounting in
all to more than 17 days’ journey. He stated this, to show the unsatisfactory
character of geography based on native African information ; and for the same
purpose he would remind them of the information collected by Captain Barton
only 20 miles from the north end of the Tanganyika Lake, as to the fact
whether the river ran in or out of that lake. It was a cardinal point in
African geography., Yet the information so collected was set aside on other
grounds, in & paper read by Captain Burton a few years later. - These facts
were especially worthy of note, because Captain Burton’s Ylmﬁcmncy a8 a
linguist and his assiduity in collecting information were well known to be
extraordinarily great. As regards Captain Burton's opinion of the Nyanza
Lake, he seemed to acquiesce in the breadth originally assigned to it, when he
wrote the paper above alluded to, because he proposed in that memoir to alter
its shape by dividing it into two parts by a horizontal line, whereas in the
present paper he progoses to divide it by a vertical line. This sort of uncer-
tainty, which was characteristic of all hypothetical geography, justified the
policy of this Society which required the actual mapping of a country, to a
degree which to some might seem out of proportion to its real merit ; the reason
being, that such a map, once made, was good for all time, whereas one based
on native information continually required modification in essential particnlars.
Therefore, however elaborately these lake regions of Africa might be mapped
upon the testimony of uneducated natives, he hg)ed that future explarers
would not look upon the ground as preoccupied. He was sure that whoever
succeeded in mapping them from actual observation would perform as 8
and, in the true sense of the word, as original geographical work as he could do
anywhere else in Africa,

General RieBY said, in reading Mr. Wakefield’s paper he had been very
much struck with the remark that his native informant told him it was 60
days’ journey along the shores of the lake from the southern end to the north,
and even then they did not know the end of it. He himself had repeatedly
heard the same account from natives at Zanzibar, who knew the lake perfectly
well. The overseer of the Sultan’s plantations at Zanzibar, a native of a village
on the borders of the lake, assures him that he had been 60 days’ journ
along the eastern shores without coming to the end, and that nobody could te
how far further north it extended. He traced with his finger in the sand an
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almost unknown regions, Very little indeed was known about the relation of
the western slopes of the mountains of East Africa to the eastern slope of the
Nile basin, and even the extent of the Nile basin had not yet been determined.
If African exploration was again to be taken up, he hoped a little more respect
would be paid to the Congo. If there were such difficulties attending the
effort to penetrate from the cast coast, why should not attempts be again
made from the west?

The PresipENT said he thought Mr. Saunders had hardly sufficiently
considered that it was & case of necessity to place some reliance upon native
explorers. If they entirely refused to accept the information so obtai there
would be a perfect blank in our maps of many regions. Judging from Asiatic
experience, native explorers nuﬁtd utilised to & very great extent. All the
late discoveries in Central Asia been due to them, and when once educated
they became most valuable assistants. Of course, mere traders did not travel
for the g:rpose of obtaining geographical information, and their statements must
always be taken cum grano salis, and with a great number of grains too. 8till,.
by comparing different results, a certain amount of truth might be acq
It was exceedingly desirable that some more definite information should be
obtained about the African lakes, and it was well worthy the consideration
of the Council of the Society whether they should not put their shoulders to
the wheel and endeavour to originate or co-operate in some expedition for the
purpose of finally solving all the difficult geographical problems connected with
the equatorial lakes. Competent persons might easily be found. Mr. Wakefield
himself appeared admirably adapted for such an enterprise, if he would under-
take it; but even if he would not, it was quite possible that amongst the
rising generation some one else might be found to follow in the steps of -
Burton, Speke, and Grant.

The President then announced that the Council had that day received
from the executors of Sir Roderick Murchison the sum of 10001, interest
of which was to be devoted to the advancement of geography, either by
encouraging explorers, or by assisting authors to publisE the recnitl of their
researches. Sir Roderick had already endeared his name to the Society in a.-
thousand different ways, and they accepted this last offering with the utmost
gratitude and respect for his memory.

ADDITIONAL NOTICES.
(Printed by order of Council.)

1. Report of VicE-ADMIRAL OMMANNEY, C.B., on the International’
Congress for Geographical Sciences held at Antwerp.

Havira been honoured by your selection to officiate as the representative of”
the Royal Geographical Society at the International Congress for the Advance--
ment of Geographical Science, held at Antwerp in August last, I beg to submit
the following report :—

The Congress was held between the 14th and 22nd of August, pursuant to
notices and invitations which had been circulated among the scientific Societies
of Europe, and the respective Governments were invited to nominate delegates
to the Con 5

The initiation for holding this Congress was taken by men of science-in.



