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THE SOURCES OF THE NILE.
14, Montagu Place, Nov. 20, 1869,

I enclose you a copy of a swall wap which T
have had for many yearsin my possession, showing
Capt. Burton's theory respeciing the Sources of
the Nile as far back as 1836. In that year he left
England to command the expedition for their dis-
covery, which had been the olject of his thoughts
and studies for many previous years—always a
disciple of Ptolemy. Capt. Speke joined him, and
after three years of unheard-of difficulties and
dangers, they rcturned, having discoverd Tangan-
yika. Whilst they were absent, Capt. Burton being |
very ill for a short time, and experiencing a yearn- |
ing to be alone, sent Capt. Speke on a twenty-
seven days’ march to try and find a lake, which
his calculations, theories and inquiries from the
Arabs, assured him ought to be there. Speke
sighted a water then, and subsequently found on
his next expedition. but much farther north, a
Iake which he called Victoria Nyanza.

1 quote a note from Capt. Burtou's  Nile Basin,’
page 87, which is the pivot of the whole affair:
“T distinctly deny that any ‘misleading by my
instcuctions from the Royal Geographical Society
a3 to the position of the White Nile,’ left me un-
conscious of the vast importance of ascertaining
the Busizi River's direction. The fact is, Capr.
Spelie was deaf and alinost blind, I was paralytic,
and we were both helpless (he might have added
penniless). We did our best to reach it, and failed.”

Capt. Burton always said from the first that the
Nile must have many sources, and that there were
probably waters south of the Tanganyika. In his

changed that the identity hetween the two is not
very apparent ; besides which, the translation is
advertised as a ‘ Sequel” to ‘ Jesus Christ, his
Times, Life and Work," and as, in part, a ‘ Reply’
to Renan as well as Strauss. It was therefore a
natural, though a mortifying, mistake in me to
suppose the book a new one, and to purchase it
accurdingly. Certainly, it gives in excellent English
part of what had long been familiar to me in admi-
rable French, and is so far interesting ; but T
would submit to Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton that
a “‘Bequel” is not generally written before its pre-
decessor, nor does a * eply ” often anticipate the
work to be refuted.

THE CHARLEMAGNE BIBLE.
25, St. Stephen’s Square, Ne.v, 20, 1869.

IN reference to the so-called ‘‘ Charlemagne
Bible,” supposed to be written by the hand or
under the superintendence of Alcuin, which has
recently been the subject of inquiry in France, I
am enabled to state (having had a principal share
in the transaction) that it was purchased of M.
Speyr-Passavant, of Basle, in June, 1836, by the
Trustees of the British Museum. It is numbered
““Additional MS,, 10,546,” and has been exhibited
to the public in the department of MSS. ever
since its purchase. I way be permitted also
to point out to those who are interested in the

' subject three papers written by myself, and

printed in the forgotlen pages of the Gentleman’s
Magazine for October-December of that year, in
which will be found :—

1. A succinct account of Alcuin’s life, and the
evidence by which it is known that he revised, by
order of Charlemagne, the Hieronymian text of the
Vulgate; a copy of which, so revised, was sent by
him to the Emperor, to be presented to him on the
day of his coronation at Rome, December 25th,
A.D. 800,

2. The history of M. Speyr-Passavant’s manu-
script, so far as it could be ascertained.

3. A minute description of this volume, and a
statement of it3 claims to be considered the copy
presented to Charlemagne.

4, Notices of other existing manuseripts of the
Vulgate Latin Bible of the Carlovingian period,
i. ¢. of the eighth and ninth centurics, as well as
of some others, earlier and later.

Among the manuscripts thus noticed will be
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This manuscript is imperfect, having lost the
leaves from part of the Epistle to the Hebrews to

NEW NAMES AND OLD BOOKS.
Nov. 19, 1869,

I would respectfully suggest that the recently
Published work on ‘The Early Years of Chris-
tianity,' from the French of M. de Pressensé,
ghould be advertised as a translation from part of
his < Histuire des Trois Premiers Sikcles de U'Eglise

Chrétienne,’ published in 1858. The title is so fur

the end of the New Teatament.

In the above communication to the Gentleman’s
Magazine, although T put forward on fair grounds
the claims of the Bible now in the British Museum
to be the copy presented to Charlemagne, yet at
the same time I pointed out the remarkahle
similarity between that manuscript and the Bible
No. 1 of the Bibliothtrue du Koi, presented to

Charles le Chauve by Vivian, abbot of Tours,
about the year 850, This resemblance puzzled me,
and in 1838, when at Paris, I took the opportunity
of making a minute examination of the latter
volume, which resulted in my coming to the con-
clusion, first, that the Bible No. 1 and the one
purchased of M. Speyr-Passavant were both exe-
cuted by the same hands, in regard alike to the
writing, ornamental letters and miniatures. The
latter, indecd, are almost identical in both copies,
but the Paris manuscript has at present two more
than in the Dritish Museum copy. On the last
leaf also of the Bible No. 1. is the portrait of
Charles le Chauve, with a representation of the
presentation of the volume to him by tbe abbot
Vivian. The learned authors of the ¢ Nouveau
Traité de Diplomatique’ had expressed their vpin-
ion that this portrait was a loter addition, but
after the most scrupulous examination, I could not
but admit that this painting was contemporary
with the rest of the volume, This being conceded,
it follows that the Speyr-Passavant Bible must be
of the same age, and both were probably executed
between the years 840 and §50.
F. MADDEN.

SHAKSPEARE AND THE PRINTERS.
11, Tregunter Road, Nov. 20, 1369.

IN amemorandum respecting a minute variation
in different copies of the First Folio edition of Shak-
epeare, which you did me the honour to insert in
last Saturday’s 4thencewm, I fear that I may not
have been sufficiently explanatory. At all events,
T observe that a Correspondent in to-day’s number
of your journal entirely misunderstands the subject;
and, in case others may be in a similar predicament,
I will endeavour, with your kind permission, to
render it intelligible to every capacity. The case is
simply this. It has long been a well-established
fact that our early printers were in the habit of
keeping the types of some of their books, especially
playe, in forms, working off smmall numbers of copies
as required. The quantity of type employed and
locked up in this way was enormous. These forms
were frequently corrected when a new impression
was demanded, and hence arose the large number
of curious textual variations in different copies of
the same edition of Shakspeare. In the instance
under discussion, a printer’s space, indicated as
usual by a turned letter, takes the place of the
capital letter B in the word Beatrice. The com-
pusitor was vbviously “short’’ of that letter, and,
in the first issue of the work, the space was acci-
dentally permitted to remain. When the forms
were brought up for a subsequent irmpression, the
oversight was discovered, the turned letter removed,
and the letter B inserted. 1t fullows, therefore,
beyond any donbt whatever, that any genvine
copy of the work in which the space occurs must
necessarilly contain an early impression of Droe-
shout’s portrait, The suggestion made by your
Correspondent that a letter may have dropped out
is obviously untenable. His ather theory is incon-
sistent with the system known to have been
adopted by the printer of the work. Even, how-
ever, bad your Correspondent been right in hig
view of the case, there would hardly have been an
error committed of sufficient magnitude to justify
the scornful tone he bas assumed. As it is, be did
not reflect that it was just possible that I ight
have partially adopted my views on circumstances
thought to De tvo elementary to introduce; bhut
there are some people under the delusion that they
can at once rise to cleverness by expressing strong
opinions on Shakspearean matters, provided that
their theories are seasoned with a good smneer at
Shakspearean critics, J. 0. HALLIWELL.

TWO DRAMAS DY THE LATE WILLIAM
HARNESS.
Maidenhead, Nov, 20, 1862,
Tue late Rev. Willlam Hurness wrote aud
printed plays. I never heard that they were
published for sale: I doubt if the names of them
are known beyond the circle of his immediate
friends, of whom I bappen to bave been one for
nearly forty years; and they are now lying
Lefore me. The title of the earliest, and the best,




