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THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY AND MR. FROUDE. l
British Musewn, July 23, 1867,

I heg to thank Mr. Froude for his courteous
expression of regred for what, T am quite sure, was |
done inadvertently, and 1 would thankfully accept |
his promise of reparation if it were extended toi
all the nischicf that is being done to me. Unfor-
tanately for e, two editions of Mr. Froude’s

s have beun issued this year, the second this |
very mouth, in a cheap and poepular form; thos
diffusiug and prolonging, in the most effectual |
manter, an injustice tu my name which has existed |
for fificen years, and postpuning indefinitsly the |
chance of reparation in a future edition,

Under such circumstances, 1 read with regretl
that while acknowledging one error Mr. Froude !
does not al:o acknowledge what every one else
sees clearly and condunns — the injustice of his§
censure on e with 1espect to Coivmbns, and|
which he makes a ground for censure on thej
Hakluyt Society. That Socicty stands too high to |
need any defence from its former Honorary Scere-
tary, but I may be excused for specially asking
that thiz censure may be exjunged; for I have a
letter from Mi. Bancroft, who was Ambaszador
kere ut the time, in which he eulogizes, in terms so |
warm that I may not repeat them, thé spivit in.
which I had written both of the sufferings of .
Columbus and of the touching language in which |
he had recorded them. This is exactly the con-
trary of what Mr. Froude's two editions are telling |
everyhody that I have done. R. H. Muon.

IRON AND MAGNETE
32, Watling Street, London, July 23, 1867.
IN reply to your Correspondent, Mr. L. Ingle,
whose letter appears in your imsue of the 13th
instant, will you kindly allow me to state that the
process [ir the purification of iron, of which notices |
have lately appeared in the papers, is the resuls of |
a perfectly independent conrse of investigation
made by myself; that the agent employed is not
direct «lectricity, but magnetisia; that iron or
steel so operated on is remurkable for its purity, |
density and tonghness; and, lestly, that I tuok out
a patent for the process in February, 1883, which
was, T helieve, sume months before the weeting |
of the British Association to which he refers. I,
have had a brief account printed, giving a general
outline of the process, of which T inclose a copy, ;
and sball have pleasure in furnizhing one to Mr.
Ingle (if vou wili kindly ueke chargs of it, oriuform
me how it can be sent to him), or to any other
gentleman jutervsted in the subject,
Wi

ROBINSON.

THE PASTON LETTERS.
Public Record Qffice, July 22, 1867,

Mr. Furnivall's suggestion s w very gratifying
confirmation of the opinion I myself eutertain of
the interest which a new edition of the Paston
Letters would awaken ameng the public; but as,
I must own, my views differ considerably from his
as to the mode aund plan of pubiication, yon will,
_I hnpe, allow me io make one or two observations
n reply.

Mr. Furnivall, whil: he agrees with me as to
the desirability of recovering the lost originals, is
opposed to the publicution of a comlete edition
while those M®S, reinain undiscovered. We want,
he says, the addirional letrers first, as a snpplement
to the existing edition; and be thinks that the
bopk wuuld pay itself, us every poss r of the old
edition would be sure to order it. Now the com-
Wercial prospects of this, as compared with a dif-
fereqt nmode of publication, T do not projose here
{0 dlSC\\Hs; but it is niy decided opinion thut the
literary aml historical value of the mew edition
Would be very innch impaired by such a plan. Just
faney what §t would be for the stadeat of history
£ have to consult une Jetter of & corvespondence in
one vulume, the avswer to it in a seeonrl, wud the
reply to that avain in a thivd | Even if every Jetter
were dlsiiuctiy dated at the end, this would be had
:uongh; hut wl:::n, as is the case in this corre-
5‘;’:8?0& the evidence of the date: of almost every
Eequen(c(:p'{m'ls m_:unly upon _tlmr hrnn__rhn-n,:{ in

€ 1018 quite bewildering to turn from one

. former gpeak a South Af

volume to another in order to catch the thread of
written conversation, Even the letters which Fenn

. published are in two separate series, and are there-

fore, in mwany respects, more consultuble in Kuight's
handy little edision, where, though someti
densed and abridged as well as modernized, they
are better arranged than in the quarto volumes.
But if Mr. Furnivall’s plan is followed, the his-
torical student will have the collection divided into
threée series, and we shall yrobably never get ons
cumplet edition of the Paston Letters at all.
TFinadly, the errors in Sir John Fenun's chronoligy
and notes wiil be muuch in danger of going uncor-
rectad or wnobserved. The editor, indeed, if he
do his duty, will have Lo re arrange, for himself
at all events, the published and unpublished letters
together: a process which will, in itself, tend to
clear up obseurities wnd correct several innccuracies,
as thz re-arrangeinent even of Fenn's two series
has done in Kaight's edition; but unless the vid
and imperfeet r=raent be completely super-
seded, the most wary histe

o

al student will still | obsulete assertions of a similar nature?

and felt. The forces which made him adopt the
former unfurtunate and ungeograpbical theory I
have long ago analyzed. His chief informant was
a Nawahili, aristocratically self-titled in London
¢ Khamis bin Usman”; at haine betler known by
the plebeian name, Khamisi wa Tani. This indi-
vidual mnotoriously misled Mr. Couley, who stilt
fishts for Lim, lunee at rest, like the doughtiest of
Don Quixutes, and who cherges me with defaing
the character of his Duleinea. Even Mr. Couley
might, perhaps, modify his opinion if be had beard,
at Zanzibar, Lieut.-Col. Huerton’s account of the
connexion between Khamisi and the murder of the
unfortunate M. Maizan.
Higlly characteristic of Mr. Cooley is his present
treatment of the question—his unwillingness to
collect facts. We have now as Zanzibur intelligent

i travellers like Dr. Kitk and Dr. Seward. How

it it thas the inventor of “ Lake N'yassi” does not

consult them about his ““Sea of Tjiji,” his ““tuwn

Zunganica,” his ‘“carnelian currency,” and other
Dr. Kirk,

be liable to be deceived by the mistakes of the old | guided by explurations already made, would send

editivon.

As to the question of the particular channel of
publication, I have less to say; but I cannot see
any good reason why the Master of the Rolls
should decline to publish any English works but -
dull ones—a priuciple to which Furnivall
seeras to thiuk him bound to adhere, in order that |
the sum placed in his hands may produce as many |
ungaleahle hooks as poessible. It iz true that the
immediate sale of any work in the Roils series
ought not to be considered a fair index of its real
value; but where n pubilication is justified by its
historieal interest, and is otherwise well adapted

him in a few weeks an unbiassed and unprejudiced
statement of all that native explorcrs have seen
and done in the Lake Regions since 1859,

But no! ““Son sidye cst fuit”; and fresh facts
would be, of all things, the least welcome to vener-
able () fiction. This geoyraphical Vertot prefers
even the African twilight of the Vear of Grace
1845 to the clear dawn of A.D. 1867.

Riceasrp F. BURTON.

THE PETRIFIED WOMAN OF BERTHIER, CANADA.
1, Dryanston Street, July 20, 1867,
I well remember the annouucewent of the dis-

to find 2 place in the Government series, I cunfess
it seewtns to me a strange argument against ils
appearance there to say that it is likely to pay its
own expenees. JAMES ‘GAIRDNER.

AFRICAN DISCOVERY. )
Rio de Janeiro, June 12, 1867.

T have but lately received yonr issues of March 30,
of April 6 and April 20, 1867 ; and yet T venture
to ask space for these lines. It must, I well know,
curicusly strike many readers to find a fresh notice
of a di~cursion alrealy three months stale. The dis-
tance hetwoen ug, however, leaves me no remedy.

With Mr. Cooley, I cannot see upon what autho-
rity Dr. Livingstene Las pronounced the Muzitu,
or Wamazitn, to be of the “ Zulu.” or even of the
true Kafir, race. If huge shields be the proof, many
tribes of the East African interior opposite Zan- :

zibar Island zre, as [ have shown in ¢ The Lake |

Regions,” armed with that difence.

TUnhappily, Capt. Speke (‘Journal of the Dis-
covery, &c.,” p. €), having seen the Amazulu at
Delagoa Bay. proncunced the © Watuta ” robbers
of Unyamwezi to e of the same race. In Kast
Africa, this eansangoinity enuld be proved only—
first, by the distinet tradition of the tribe; secondly, |
by a scholariike comparison of dialects. In the!
case of the supposcd Zulus, nothing of the kind |
was attempted. Similarly, Caps. Speke (chaps. 1, 9)
wade the Wahoma race to be Gallas, when the
wn tougue and the Jatter |
preserve an essentially Semitic dirlect; in fact, one
of the most {diomatically Arab thut exists, ’

1 must differ, fwto celo. from Mr. Coni
remarks (dthonenm, April 6) about Dr. Living-
stone’s last great feat. Dr. Kitk, H.Ms vice-
coi=ul u«t Zaunzibar, was closeted with the fugiive
Johinna men, aud concluded, with apparently the
best of reasoms, that the so-called Nynssa Lake
ends a littie to the north of where he placed it
in the Jourual of the Rayal Geomraphical Socicty,
xxxv.—that is to say, ahout 3. lat. 10° 30",
eward also reports that Dr. Livingstone
sed to the western side of the Nyassan Lake,
whose nithern termination it was «ne of his prin-
cipal objects to lay down, and that he found ne

acle to progress. We niay, therefore, comelwde
that he had satisfizd Limse sut w point concern-
ing which nist men, exvept Mr. Cooley, have luny
been sulished, |

Mr. Cooley «till hidds bard to hiz “single sea,” '

as desperately as to the non-existence of those suovs |

which the luiuented Baron von der Decken saw

covery of a ¢ petrified woman at Berthier in
1845, fur T was then a resident in Canada, and a
pupil at M‘Gill College. Eerthier is a small village
on the banks of the St. Lawrence, opposite Surel,
and is foriy-five miles from Montreal. Several
cuttings from newspapers are in my possession
regarding this woman, one especiaily from the
Quzbee Morcury, in the formn of a letter to the
editor, under the signature of “J. C. P.,” dated
Quebee, April 17, 1845. The following extracts
from: it muy prove of interest as relating to the
subject of Prof. Dapiel Wilson’s letter in the
Athenceym of July Geh.
¢ Passing through Berthier on the 213t of harch,
I paid a visit to the gentlemzn in whese house it
is depesited, and received from him every civility
and explanation that time would allow. 'The peti-
faction, for such T must term it, is kept in a large
chest made fur the purpose, in a lower room of the
kouse, under lock and key. On removing a fair
linen cloth, one of the most extraordinary sights
presents itself that probably ever came under
notice. By a rure process of Nature, a body coin-
mitted to earth in the ordinary way some twenty
years since [in the churchyard of the village], in tead
of crumbling into originsl dust, hagy becoms: the
petrified image of the human form, which ouce had
being, life and motion. The bedy, which in life
was composed of both solid and empty y.arts, is now
entirely solid, hard, and seems to be as completely
stune as if quarried by mrtal band. It has the
appearance of one of these ancient statues, abraded
by titne aud cxposure, whiclh are seen in niches on
the outside of cathedrals in Europe. Tu colour it
is dwrk grey, or nearly black. The noze and mouth
are destroved, and one of the feet, I thiuk, was
gone. vunk was perfect.  Where the fuot is
Lroken b bas every appearance of mutilated stoe.
“'The small running stream, doubtless cuntain-
ing earthy particles, over which the coffin is sup-
pesed to bave been originally deposited in the soil,
presented, as I was infurmed, a Lublling
the exit of which was not luger than the
the hand. On either side two budies had leen
interred about the time of the burizl « £ the one in
All these Lave enthely dizappeared:
a fact which shows that the intluence of the
petrifying spring, or lapidific fluid, did not ex-
tend beyond a narrow vein of the breadih or
space ocenpied by the Ludy which i}nsqsuﬂers'd <0
ary a change: Ose lapis flunt o ntre

extraordi v
Groque viscery sarum csf. I perceive that a Mew

question,

’




