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A DEFENCE OF FHE BASHI-BAZOTUKS.
——————

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES, |
~ Eir,—Your able and fearlems correspondeat, in his Tolhex
- from Conatantinople dated the 19th of November, ham¥
 lengih ventnred to let in the light of fact upon the case of
 Gieneral Beateon and the Bashi-Baxouks, Truth beging $0
~prevail; tardy justioe will now be dore fo a good soldiae
smarting under undeserved official censure,
~ You will not, perhaps, consider the following remarks
unworthy of a plaoe in your ocolummns, I am «nswerable for
thees stalements, and only desire your publicity :—Alreadyg
upwards of 250,000, has been expended upon--the Bashis
Bazounks, A body of nearly 4,000 men and horees, admirable
light troops and the best of Oriental Cossacis, is not ak
the present conjnucture,when the want of cavalryis severely
felt in Eastern CUrimes, %0 be derpised, and ought not to he
marched over the Balkan snows without a (General to come
mand them ir the month of November for the purposs of
lying idle throagh the winter, should ihey - sver reach
SBhumla, | o o

Regard for the ¢ lacenda,” political as well as military,
 prevenie my entering fully into General Eoatson’s cuse ;3 Dub
even a sketch of his carser with tho Bashl-Bazouks will cone
tair matter which msy possibly surprise your readers,

General Boatson, an officer well known in India,—he wab
mentioned six timea in orders and despatchos for saceasafal
actions in which he commanded,—volantesrad in $he bezing
ning of 1853 for servics at the seat of war upor the Danube,
There he commanded the Bashi-Bazovks of Ouar Pasha's
army, and, in spits of their delinquencica and shortzomings,
of their bad anftecedents, and their wo.se name, although
neither the Generallssimo nor General Yusaf, the organizer
of tke * indigcnes,” could discipline sr conduct them, he
conceived the happy ides that Enplick energy snd justiea
would draw out all ths really valuably qualities of these wil®
froops, and rendsr them serviceablo io the naiion in ite
prasent strnggle, .

Af first all was obsiacle. Lord Raglan could not endura
the 1des of commanding men who ki.dnapped Bualgarians
and roasted Russians, General Yusuf’s failure hbxd impremed
our Government with the Impossibility uf sncoess. Mones
$ary arrangamentz were made with sven unusval dilatorie
ness 3, officars ware sent onb by tho slowast degrees, and the
Inoapables were nol, as your correspondent has heard,
selected by ths Gensral, but by the War-office. Briefly,
nice months elapaed before the future commardsr corld
repair to the fowm of Dardanelles, his head-quartocs, and
begin the work of organizition.

Tne first detachment was marched inio camp on the il
of June, 1859, one-third of the campaigning meason having
bsen wastad in the mereat preliminaries.

Work begau earnestly and well, Frssently the aspact of
circumstances changed. Parly animoaities burat into
a flame, The Ffrench supplied ite pross with tales of
borror. The Turkish aunthorifles, civil and military,
joyfully pitted Christian against Christian 3o thele
fanatic resolve that Moslems should not be commanded
by Infidels, The wily Greeks, the Jows, and the othex
gects followed the exampis of their xolers, Had the Eoge
ek held together, all might have heen well; but in an
evil hour Her Brifannic Majesty’s Ambasaador. whoag
poweriul arm had upheld the establishment, was inducad to-
acsemble at the D-.rdanelles s court of inquiry, consisting
of a Brigadier-General from the Tarkish Contingent, two.
Consuls, and three Torkish officials, This “ mixzed come
misazion,” by a esries of measnres most injudicions and.
uncalled for, siccesded in atrengthening the party opposed.
te General Bealbson, introduced divisions among his officers,
kept his men in a stats of perpetual excltement, embroiled.
him with the Ports, and fically carried away hls best angd.
afrongeat support—the Ambassador. An angry correspons
dence ensued ; no allowencs was mwde for fhe plain speake
ing and the warm words of aman bzset by pstiy armoye
ances and Irritated by groundless calamnies. Bdlefly, from:.
that time Gensral Bsatson’s resigeation bscams necessary,

The ex parte raports of a clique and the clawoars of {he.
local press prevailed against troth and justice, Evory
siranger who visited the Dardanelles, indezsd (and many wilk
give testimony fo this), departed, wondering at the differa
enca batween what ho saw and what he had heard, Yet
the worat view was taken by the suthorities.

In Septombszr, 1855, the Miricter-at-War attached Beats
son’s Horse to the Turkish Contingent, thus degrading if.
from an independent to & pecondary command. Genersk
Boatson resigned, professing, however, his willingnass fo-
conduct the msn fo head-quartsrs. A rumour aross that
the force was io be ordered on ssrvice—the sshomers.
aw that ‘ now or never” was the time. Scizing tha
first opportunity of a quarral betwsen an Albanian and

the police, they persusded the Ailitary Pasha of tha Dars
danelies to draw onf all his forces, and, nnder praiencs of
i

defending & town which was not atiacked, to offer us battle,
VWithout delay they despatched the steamer Redpole to.
Constantlnople, reported the frightial stats of affairs (i

common courtesy General Beatson’sletters shonld have been:.
allowed to accompany their statements), baggsd for o strong
reinfercement, and urged thenscessity of instantly removing

{he canss and front of these disorders. The result was the:
trinmph of diplomacy, With all spsad a sirong body of

Terkish regularas was ssnt down fto the Dardanslles, threz

War sieamers were placsd fo command the road from camp.
to town, 300 French soldiers were landed at ths Nagara.
Hosplfal, to take us in rear, and General Smith appeared $o

adsume command.,

Meanwhile the Bashi-Bazouks had, by the parsonal sxere.
tions of their General and officers, been kept qulstly in theip
camp. At 4 p.m. on the day of the demonstration the
Military Pasha, ashamed of the farce, marched back his-
men %Yo barracks, and the Civil Governor semi a cone
ciliatory message, stating that he had bsen urged on by
others f0o thea absord and insglting measare. Batb the.
coup had succeeded. General Bsalson was ordered byp:
General Vivian to make over his command and to rapair to
Brjukdéré withont delay., Though suffering from 5 savera.
accident, he at once obeyed the latter part of the order,.
Fearing, however, that the men might resant his too suddar.
romoval, and compromise themselves and him by soms ack
of violence, he placed as temporary secord in commnd an
officer of his own forcs, and on the lst of October procaeded:
to head-quarters.

I cannot enter into tho histcry of what occaurred at.
Bajukdéré without giving vent to an indignation which aa
a soldier it is my duiy to supprem. However, (xzneral
Beatson’s reslgpation was accepted by the War-offce, Oxn
the 12th of Ssptember he had again reporied offisially thatb
his men were ready for sarvice, that drill and discipline ware-
progrexing, that the different branches of the force, the
artillery and transpori, wanted nothing bunt thezid of fhe.
anthorities, and that with permission from home he would
take upon himself the responsibiiity of immediately cone
tracting with transport and steam tugs at Smyroa ang

Constantirople for Eupatorla, Yenikale, Batoum, or
Balaklave, as orda;:%dh The zlnly’ig ‘I;,EW“ tmm Fi ﬂt&}]&-*

seape, *“Tell Geper satson 0 meks 1o
B ey Sreturm o tho Bashi-Bazout,
General Smith i3 too good a soldler and too honourablex
man to appropriate the enlogy which belongs o snother,
Shortly aftar sssuming command ne repq_rted, i} 18 maid,
favourably of the drill and efficlency of a Jores that
was universally aszerted and belisved tobe mma s'ale of
brigandage. Public opinion began fo waver; the clique,

now all-powerfal, changed its tactics; Gerneral Bealsan, the-
evil apiril, had been removed; in afow days the devils had
repented, and became angelic Bashi-Bazoaks, -
Joly, 1855, I first jolned General Beailson’s force, and
can speak of thezs events with anthority. Aiter consider--
able experience of Baghi-Bazonks In Egypl and Arabia, mp
| wonder was excited by the orderly condact of onrmen, I |
| attribute: it to their affection for thelr Genercl, and sfhilt
belisve that the hope of his reinrn even now holds $hem
fogether, I =aw nmonoof the scenes which strmek the spece
$ator with horror abt Varna and Gallipoli in 1853. No such
Emeute ever oceurred a3 that between the French occupants.
{ of Constantinople and the hapless Tanisians, On no ogoae-
sjon did the Bashi-Bazouks disgrace themselves 23 has tha
Turkith Contingent—men tralned to mililary disciplice,
amply officered, and in presence of the enemy-—by their-
late plundering, grave-spatchicg, and muliny au Kertch,
This body, but 8,000 strong, had, when I left Turkey, lozt

600 by desertion 3 of our 3,000 ab most 300 left us. Notn B
Eﬁtizer?{if 'Elfa .'E)arﬂnnallea wis sver murdered by the Bazhia. I

| Bazouks., Not an Englith officar was ever siruck orin.
sulted by them. Sosmall wasthe amount of crime that.
oniy ohe TIApPE WAS BVer alleged agtmst ti;em. ThE:EE, Sir,., -
are facts which I defy any man o contradict,
|  With General Beatson’s departure all, I have eaid,
chapged, He had ecbablished a riding school, a schiool of
arms, and a guard of the galiant and docile Arabian negrose,,
| to achas yaserve in time of nxgent danger. These, I hear,
have been done away with, The English Horse Artillere,
withont whoss support Bashi-Bazouks conld not be dependad
upen in gevere actions, Ues prostrated by cholera at Scutaris
and nearly 4,000 mep, many of them monnted upon the
valnable bloud of Arabia and Syris, are being marched, in
the Im!.dat of winter, up and down the inclsment Balkan
The cld and tried General whowould ses service, who wag.
resolvad ab all hazards not 4o be shelved at Shumla or Mag.
nesls, has lozb his command. Aftsr the deadly campaigng
on tiie Danube ; after the bloody fields of Inkermaun ang
Balaklava ; after the weary Iabonr of organizing and dige
ciphning a forcs which Ibrahlm Pahw, Omar Pasha, ang
Geperal Yueof found intractable, General Bostron has
returned home unnoticed and wnknown ; and bub for the
csndoar of your correspondent his laurels wonld have been
laced wupon anothar’s head; the public wonld tave bee
leved, with the War-office, that the order and the disgi«
| plize of the Baxhl.Bazouks ars attributable xolely to General
i Smith's command of a ainglefortnight.
| Such, Sir, are the blighting sifects of the pressxi militare
| gystere, Upheld by a hundred interests, bolstered up by
}' Infinential namez, the Tarkish Contingent »iill thrives, pesw
fas ¢f nefas, and s to thrive, ¢* Beataon’s Horss” is nung
| Dered with the things that ware, o
Excuee, Sir, thin trespass upon your valuable =pace, ang
! allow me io xubacribs myself, o

Your obedient servant, |
RICHARD ¥. BURTON

Late Chief of the Staff, Bashl-Eazonks,
Club, 14, 8, Jamev’sequare, Poc. 3.
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