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TO THE AFRICAN PEOPLE

I DEDICATE

THIS DEFENCE OF THEIR OHARAOTER

AS OITIZENS

AS WELL AS SUBJECTS

OF THE ENGI.Jl SH ORO\YN.



THE CENSOR CENSURED.

BOOl\:s of Travel, when founded upon ~truth and lIDslulied by prejudice,
lWO n sourcc of delight and instruction-they form a happy combination

of hi-;tory and geography, and. tracc the destiny of nations from the

e~n'1y dawn of civilization to the full maturity of social refinement.

The igno1'i\.nt, though, nnd. superficinl observers of society, poison

this prolific fountain of instruction; nnd, in a few precipitous moments,

ltrrivc at conclusions upon the morals, habits, and social qualities of
nation'l, which only indicate their utter incompetence and presumption
to forIll .,H ju~t opinion. The errors which spring from such poisoned
channel:; are femfully increased when writers deal with nations but little

known, a1ll.1 ~truggli.llg upon the confines of barbarism and civiliza,tion,

and who arc not n.'> yet in a position to vindicate themselves. I n.m leel
to the foregoing observations hy Citptain Bm'ton's book which lie.~

before mo.

Allove all the lJooks of travel which have appeared since the e:x:tl'1l­
vagant 1:ltOl'iu:-> toltl 11)" Munchn.u,.;en, I havc come aC1"08:-> nothing equal to

Oaptain Burton's lJook upon Africa.
lowe it to the people amongst whom I have spent it considerable

portion of lily life, antI a large portion of whom are my client:-l, to
declaru tho jUllgmcnt pronounced l,y Consul Burton rela.tiyc to thc
most important Hcttlemcnt npoll the \Vest Coast of Africll, to l)c a vile
nn.tional sln.ndcl'.

I do not hesitate to state, that the conclusions at whieh Her

Mn.jesty'i:l late COllsul a.t Fernando Po, a.rrh'etl after a three days' visit to
the itnpol'tallt colony of Sierra Leone firc utterly groundless nnd ulltenablt~
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,\Vllell "~itty fellows. run oycr a. COlUltry a.t the mte of ;>0 Iuiles pel' hOllr.
the pUl)hs,hers call It "doing" the C01.Ultry when tht~y send foi'th thek
crude not,lOns to the ,Yol'ld in the "hal1e of .• lJook C' t' B

~ • .0 , 'lp ,am urt-ou in
:loing,Afl'ica~ I undertake to sa.y hn,,'3, like many a, scribbler before l~u,
lllsewnbly pamted himselfand not the people of whom he had cauCtht
hut a transient gh"mce, ~

I am not no wholeslLle advocate of the MricH.n rac(', nor would I
cxteEll to them incliscrimlll'1te l)l"tise n" nil 11' , 1", " ,,,.,« lJ1H 1elon8 caterel'
for popularity ~ high pb.ces has ln,tely extended to them it hU'lnn-ic imll
unrefined ~ospltality; but it must be rememhered that lw hatl his 0'\\11

personal VIews to promote.

I llt1.ve vi:-;itc(l many countric~ eyen to tIl A .... 1 1' e ~~n~lJlOt os, an< fOlmd
the hal:tllCe of good n,nd evil in mau, whether he be white, red, or black,

t{} IJC much the ~:Lllle. There arc as loyal, i.lldnstrioll~, honest and emi.
nently respect.lble citizens in Sierra Leone '1::; Her' "1'1' ty b' ,.;) (JeR, can oast
of thr~ughout her broad dominiom~. But there are l':Ollle lUllrked 1Iy the
()pposlte characteristics. '

There are some yel'V neglia t' tt lin
, .J ben ill a cnt g to c(>llnnunica,tioll~upon

W:llC~l theu' dlal'actcr depend:-;. There are others who have n. dreary and

~_rmllnal fiwgetfulncf;:'; as to property entrusted to them for sale, m~d :li'e

ery obtu:oe 11,,'; to the words "mine ""'1· , :, TI
• •........( ,} OlU'S. lere are some who

l'C'll11l't) tl) he :-;Julken by the t . 0' l'
1 . S lonb rl.llt 1ron hrmcl of n,utllOrity befort!

t ley arc cOllllJelled tn furnif>h accounts of f.:. I,· .f
tl £. '" ..•1 es u In'I)IH~rt:r ~~lltrustetl to

lem ur sale. There arc some who fI. - t r'l
£' 1 II' y 0 t 18 lOnoul':tble and i'illOllliuious
ilt :;0 lOOC. 1ll order to coYer and shiell tl '. tIl .0 "

l leu a eIwt I dotcctetl ouilt-
and tIm:; f<mn the hilleous combination of c1nn1l'dic: and n:l.lilt. ;Vhil:,t
I f,'1.·ant the aboye accu:-:ations to be t. C\ .1 ' 0r.. .. -lite 1'0 atlve to the unwtll'thy pOl"
lOlL'; of tlw African !'aOO' still if I' 1 I '

I .' 1 1 ). , lill n ged III my capacit.r uf,lt1nlC'lte
HUg It 1J c[(,(1 SOUle CXCnxe for tlHl~c bell1n'htetl 'ulll \U 1 tt' 1 ' ,

of toil. --0 ' 1 \.' erCl oons

'Vlmt! if tIl(~ir calumniator::; exhib't 1 ' , ,
t1 . " '1"1 I < , • let Sllllllnr p(~rllldt)l1:-; ha1lits as

1(1,,<..: '\\ llc: 1 t ley CCtlldeUlll in the Af", , ~,

t. t' . f "1 ' He,Ul lace ~ What! If tIle reln'('sen-
.1 1\ <:8 (j .t ay'<:ty in tl 1 r t

-.. le ce lea e find reciprocal illt(']·('l)ll.t;.:e cof lldiollS
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wel'C murke<.l b)" the same unllenlthy s.'l1i.\'1\ 1 Wbat! if IDl'll inTe.st<Xl

with authority) should almse its glorious l)rerogatiYcas nu"l in 1)laoo of

being lights to guide, should he false as cc'Vl'OOkel'St Signs 1"

A.s Captain BUl'toll 1ms decmcll it becoming of the high llOsition

which he oceuI)ietl to cahUllllintc n 1";.\00 in wl\Oso intel'eSt nnci t\lh'1\llC(....
ment I sluul ever h\kQ n livel;r iuterest) I am thOl'Oughly justifietl in

t\Ulling HIe h1bl~ \\1)on llim rolll Ye1'if~ing the trutllfulness of Ul)· motto,

U Change the nauU', amI the story is tol"l of your8Clf.tt

In the course of my l'CUltn'ks I sluul cn(lcayour to Sl.IPI)rc..~ my ho_

nest and open imlignation at the conll\lct llUl'8\\Cll by Calltmn Bmton in
the ce ILwriett~' nffau·. I will luwc recourso to no forensic stro.tcgy) but
u a l'Olllltl Ull\l.u'uished ti\lc "leliYcr)'~ fO\\lulc<.l UllOll "lOCUlllents whicll
ClUlllot be dispnt~l or coll.h'Ovc1.tt.~l.

In the yenr 1863, 'Villi:.uu Johnson, l\ 8\\1~oot of the Bl'itisb C1'O\\-n,

rolll n lillCmtCll Mric..'lU) <liell) constitntil\g Messieurs J. B. Pratt. Olu·is·
tophcr' Tnylol', lUltl Joscl>h Jt\rl'ett, of Sierra Leone, !lis Cxoout.Ql'S.

JOIUlSOll, t\t the time of his death, wns llOS8eSSCtlof llropel'ty ill n vessel
callal the "Harriett." The cl'C(.litol.'S of thed~l Ulan WlU'C tlem.1'(1\lS
of a settlement of h~ debts, al\ll \ll-ged the exccuwr8 to a l:'l)C(,'lly clis­

charge.

In on1e1' to accomplish this object, they most jnst1~' tl,,"t1ll\ull the~' conl(l
atlopt no lUOl'C expetlitious or sn.tiJactory Cllanlll'1 tllt\ll 1,)' tmu~mitting

l\ kttel' of l\tt01'l\(~J' to Hl~r Maje-8tY'li l-ePl'eS01l.tntiw nt Fel'tUlll.do Po (\\"11(\)
it wus l'eportCl.l, Ill"l takcm charge of tho cnrgo of tho ves..o;cl for tile con·
~<rUees ill England), empowering him to sell tho w.s:rel) Wllich was tllell

lying :tt t.lmt pOlt in no <1111uagecl 8tatC, and \\110n the l'OOCillt of tbe pro­
ceeds f(>rthwith to transmit the mone~') Mark! the)'" WeJ."C dealing with
no "lying," or "thicYiug," ()l' "ungrateful African~' but with tlw
repl'esl'lltatiyc of l"O~'nlty, aUll one enjoying tho confi<1enoo of hi~

SoYel'cign,

Alas! 11001' Afric..-m gentlemen, tlley little know ill what a maze of

c.lifticulty they hntlllewildel-e<l themselves, and how te<Uowdy time ,,-n.~ to
COllnt before they ,,"oul(1 be furnished b~· the Consul with all account of

tlle :,roeecUs of tIle" Harriett."
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But,lm~tllot.anticipate, ·})t1tfOll()~~c~A#;l~J.Uarkable u

by step," 'I nowp.lace. the warrant,. of. au~~Jitt.~tli ita aceoC: ~p
letter which the .·.executors of William. J()hnsohtfa.h~tted panymg
jesty's Consul at Fernando Po. . ." ,. • ". ". .... to Her Ma.

," Siena Leone,

Her Majesty's Consul, 13 August, 1863.

Fernando Po.
Sir, .

, . We have the honor as EX~\lto~.of the late Williwn
Johnson, deceas~.owner of the Brig "Harriett;"to ,enclose a Power of
Attorney authonzmg you to di$nose of that ' ':1

• 1.' vessel, as we al1~ most
desIrOUS to close the affan:s of the estate with thel~tpossibledeL"y.

We are extremely sony to trouble ypu With·iIili matter but we
compelled to do so, as we do not know any one on your 'part of ::
coast to whom we can apply.

When the vessel is sold, will you have the goodness to forward to
118 the net proaeOl"1<· a-l)~ the .. V""" ':J f;fJr payment of all cltarges and e;cpense,
aJ,tend~ng tlte sale.

We hope you have been able to shill to Engl'Uld the cargo landed at
Fernando Po from the "Harriett" as th ~. . •

• • .' e pa1'llLe8 are very nn:nous to
receIve It. We beg tbat you will also send us all Books connected with
the Vessel, and the One Puncheon of Black Soap.

We remain, Sir, yours, l'eSpeCtfully,
(Signed) J. B. PRATT,

CRR. TAYLOR,

JOSEPH JARRETT,

Executors of the Estate of William Johnson, (teed.

(COpy OF POWER OF ATTORNEY TO CONSUL BURTON.)

Know all men by these Presents, that we Benjamin Pratt Cluisto­
pher Taylor and Joseph J an'ett, Executors of the last will and ~st.'UUent
of the late William J 1 d •
the "Han-lett" f th 0 ~nso:, eceased, late solemv:ner of the Brigcalled
C lla 1 ,0 e m't en of 230 tons or therea,bouts whelWf John

P
a

g Ian wa.'3 late Mastel', which was taken to the lSi.W:d of Fernando
0, and was theI'e prono d t b '.. '. .

_ -lin h . unee 0 e unseawortllY1 and incnpable of 1>1"0-
CCC( g to el' destIned POl't of Sierra Leone' without a eonsiclernble

Q,

St~srjl_
raDBDdo P~ to 00 our tmoand l&~~i!~;:!~;;oar

d for.' to giVe .awi~{F~'JaAa _

g~~~i.1
m.. Witness our hands and seaJa.a\~~~~.·~~,~iJierra
L:on~ the thil"teellth day~ Auguat.lnthe· y.r6t;~.~:oI(~;thou·
sand eight hundred md sixty-three. .

(Siped) J. B.hAft'. (:L,.~),

J) Cu..,TA~ (Ua)

» loa. JDam ..,',. ~~L.
Signed. Sealed. and deli~;m~il~Ce of

(Sg.) J. H. I..act4u.
" J. T. Fyt'e.

I, Robert Dougan, or :Freetown, inthe.~~~~,~;~~:l~ne,

~~~~~~th:.~~~~~.=
of Attorney. was duly signed and. scal~~~·~'.~~"!"1Pra~

~:'::"l.::::tmJ~:~:~.~~'~:
, ';C'.~ c' {:"~'-:<' '~··:~:.]r;
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presence of Jacob Henry Lacton and Joseph Theophilus ~e. ~ th
d

. ~3~' 0 e
ue execution thereof an Act being requested, I have granted the same

under my notarial form and seal of office, to serve and avail as •
OCCSsion

~ll or may require. Done and passed at Freetown, afol-esai~ this
thirteenth day of August, in the year of om' LOl'd one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three.

No answer was returned to this letter.

The charitable surmise would be that the Consul newr received the
letter of attornev or up , .. . ,
'. '" on lecelVlng It, allowed the Ilotent allthonty

WhICh It confen-ed upon him to sleep in the dusty _1..: of his
" b " tU'cw.ves

.mean. ~nforhm.ately, Captain Burton's own hand dispels this
I)hllanthl'ophlc delusion. For hel'e, undel' his consular se."\l, I ptwuceJW;

11

Copyo£ ConsnlBurron':a'eCt'iptCor the sale oftheBrig tBarrie",' fUr £280.

I, Riclnud Francis Bmion, lL B. Mo.'s CoDaul at Femando Pot do
herehy certify, that 1.y vn.'tu.e Clf the PO\\"e1'S contained in tho annexed
power of attorney, I have this day sold, transferred, and delivered. the
Brig ccHnnie~» of Sierra Loon~ therein reterred to, of t30 tons
It'gister. OfIicinl numbel.' 42.446. Also. an her taokll\ apparel. and
fumiture, nnd on othm· materials belonging to her, to William Brash
sud James Dickt Merclumts, trading under the 6rm or eoputnery of
William -n\ylor md Company. Gh\S80w. County of Lanark. or thelr
heirs or succesrors £01· over, IDr the consideration ut tho 8\lUl or two
htmdred mel eighty pounds sm'ling. which I hereby acknowledge to have
retei\-ed.

The saill lbig cc Hn1'liett..f) is hlUlded over to thesata WdUam Brash
and James Dick, 6:ee of all encumbrances and claims prior to thb
date.

Witness. my haUl\ and seal, this twenty-6mt tlay of Novem1Je1. ODo
thOllSmld eight buut'lIed and mty-tll1eO )"etll'&

(Signed) lUehard F. Burton,
B. 11. Consul, Femando Po.

The letter of attollley to Consul B\1rron bears date 13th A\lgu&t,

1803, yet up to 20th Augus\ 1865 (the day I left Siena Leone). not a
single line of aekno\vlet:lgement was rooei\-ed from CoDau1 Burton by the
exec\\t~rs.

I challenge the \Vhole reeo1'{\ or oftieia1 or C\lnnnerclallifo for such a
lamentable instrolce or C\1111t\bility 01' neglect !

The e."\:OOut()l'S of W"l11iam J~1mson were most justly alazmed at the
reticence of the consul, and that alarm '\V8S still farther increased by
the receillt of a commnnication from the Glasgow pu1'Chasers of tIle
uHarriett," \VllO ftJl'W8rdt.>d tho Consufs receipt fOr the pnrcllase nlaney
or the vessel to the exooutol'S, aud demandecl their ratification of tho
sale of the vessel by the COBSU). Th~ by a side wind alone, the
exectlt01~ llCCame n~qnn.intfl.lwith ~hc tli.oqn..m of property wllieh t1.('y~

receipt COl' the lll-oceeds or the sale of' the cc Htmiet\:' bearing date over
t\\"O years prior to the tnmsmission or the tardily rendetcdand comJ!ulsory
accounts to the rel)l-e:.-entauws of' Johnson's ~-ecutors..

(Signed) R. DOUGAN,

Notary Puhlic,
The authority and letter were transmitted by llost to Mr. Consul

Burton, and ~ey reached Fernando Po about the 2nd of Septilmber,
1863. These nnportant communications were never answel'ed byConsnl

Burton, to whom the executors on the 13th of November, 1863, addressed
the following letter :_

Sierra Leone,
13 No~('mber) 1863.

Her Majesty's Consul, Fernando Po.
Sir,

We m'ote you on the 13th of August last., enclooiDg
you a power of attorney, authOlizing you to dispose the Brig cc Harriett"
that i':l now lying at Fernando Po, the copy of which we now encl~
but you have not replied to us up to date.

We, therefore, beg that you will try to sell the ~essel fOl" \1.s, and
send lIS the account "sale for the same, as we are mo.qt (lesirous to
close the affairs of the eBtate with the least nn-4hl d .1

r-....... e f as.
We remain, Sir, your obedient ~ervant..;,

(Signed) J. B. PRATT,
OHR. TAYLOR,

Jos. JARRETT,
Executors of the Estate of Mr. William Johnson.
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with entire •• coIHidenceandunboUJid~/~~~,~~,~placed in the hands or
Her Majesty's Consul. Upon this they :wi'Ote~~.f\{r.Consul B\U1()n as
follows :-

Freetown,Sien-a Leone,
'12th May, 1864.

H. M. Consul, Fernando Po.
Dear Sir,

We received from. G~<r()~il>~the last packet a bill
of sale for the "Harnett," sold by you~del'ollrpowerof attorney for
£280, as it appeared that· the oneexec\\~ byyo\t at Fernando Po
W8."l informal.

We, therefore, signed it without hesitatioD.~'Yesaw your signature
for the receipt of the money, the vesselbeiligabout to be transferred to
a merchant of that city. Will youha.yeth~i~dnessto remit the

amount to us by the mail, as we are verydesirollSofclosing our accounls
with the creditors of the late Mr. Johnson, •who are becoming very
elamourous for a settlement.

We remain, dear Sir~!~~'s~thfully,
(Signed) J. B.PRAri,

CHR.TAYLOR,

JAS.·JAllBETT,
Execut()1'S of Wm. Johnson, deed.

Still no answer!

Then, as a last resort, the oftrbaftled executors addressed a letter to
Eal'l Russell, as the head of the 'F01'eign Office~ I subjoin the letter and
the distinguished Earl's answer :_

Sierra Leone,
20th October, 1865.

The Right Honourable Earl Russell,
H. M. Plincipal ~ecret-ary for Foreign AfFairs.

My Lord,

On the 13th of Au~t, 1863, we forwatded to
Captain Burton, Her Majesty's Consul at FerJll¥l.do, Po, as executors of
the late Mr. William Johnson, who. was .a.Britdsh subject, an(l a
liberated African, the owner of a brig called the " H81rlett," which W

13

1.. ,B.PaA'l"1't
CBL'rA.~

loa..l~ti .. '·· .·,.iii',;'
Executors or the Estate of Ulelate~.. Wf)~"m"~~~n ..

,....~... :.. ',~.::, .....•...:.. ,,> ·,,',,:~·:;:·:;r-:

~.OJB

JJlui~1Mfa.li~k
Mesm. J. B. Pratt and others,

Sierra Leone,

Gentlemen, .' '».>,.,.";':f

I N" direoted bv Earl.'. ,.RUS8eJ.l. to., sta.,•....... tie,.'.'.~'~.,.,, :}~
.I .• • ••.• ':'IWi'tO'tdShip

on the receipt of your letter of the lOthofOctolJer'~.>.:.,:;
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called upon Captain Burton, lately Her MajcSIy's COlli:,'lU at Fernando Po.
for an explanation with reference to your complaint of his remissness in
not replying to yom' letters relative to the estate of Mr. W"itlimn
J oIllson, deceased, and :t am now to state to you, that it appears from
Captain Burton's reply that he was absent from Fernando Po on the
public service at the time at which your lettel'S were written, nnd
fhrther, that they had not been forwarded to him.

I am, &~.,

(Signed) A. LAYARD.

I will not pain Captain Burton hy dwelling upon the transparent
hollowness of his defence, viz.: that he was absent from Fel"n:mdo Po at
the time at which the letters of William Johnson's executors were

written. An official absent from his post, and none of the communica·
tions addressed to him forwarded ~ This is rather a. sony look out for
Her 1\fajesty's Government in the eycnt of any delicate 01' imporhmt
matter ar:i..sing. But giving Captain Bmt.on nUl credit it)r the clumsy
manner which he, by his own confession, discharges his offici."\l. duties.­
May I ask: was he al)sent when tile" Harnett" wnl~ 801111 Was he
absent when he pocketecl the lll'oceeds of the salt', and ~l'rJled the
receipt ~ He most assm'eilly was not then ab~cnt in the flesh,
although to the protracted dismay of Johnsolts executors, he W'.lS absent
in mind a.-s far as the transmission of the proceeds of the sale of the
"Harriett" was concerned. The only plausible preslln1ption i') that
Oaptain Burton has a soul which rises supenol' to '\"Ulgar nccOlmtB, and
that he, whose memory is potent in the l'eCollection of the fuults of 8

primitive race, is entirely oblivious, when he chances to htwe their
coin in his pocket.

I have now reached to that point most humiliating to an oftic.Wt

namely: when he is called upon to account for monies l)l~\ced in hi...
hands to 8UPPO~ the honour of the ORA.VE, ~l.D.tl to discharge debt~ which
hecame sanctified by death itself.

It could hardly be credited that after the compl~\intofthe executo~ j

the remonstrance of Earl Russell; and the feeble apology of the Consul

for his remissness, yet not a single fitrllling of the }lroct"t'tls of the sale of

the" Harriett" "",t.<;:1.'; yet tr<tn~:lI1ittl'(l tn the ,'xeclltOl':S : <lml tllil> sl'Cuu,l

J·'·lIl1)Jl~trance to the FlIl'.·i.S'l1 Office "'1\:'; 11('el.'~"itatca:- .

15
Slen'l\Leo».et

21st JnnUl\\7t 1860.
The Right Rouble. Earl Russell)

H. M. Princill~u Secretm,. tOr Foreign Atl1\il~

YyLollDt
We haw duly :received. Mr.. :Ll\JaN\l letter of the

jjnd of December lnst on behalfof your Lo~ stating to \lS that
Lordship Iwl called upon C8ptain Blll'tcmt Her ~edi8 ll\to

:rnsulnt FID'lh'\Udo POt tor tm exphmation with reference to O\\t' com~
plaint of his remissness in not replying to OUl' lettem reJatl,"e to the
estate of Mr. William Johnson. dcceMed. nndthat from. that gen.t1e~8
reply it Appears h~ WtlS a'bsent trom Fernando Po ",hen our lotten ,,~

written. and tht\t tllOy had not been h-w8rded to him. ,
We regret tlmt we are again compelled to tl'Oub1e YOUl'Lonlship

"\iith this matk~l') t\lul to iDtbl'lU your Lorthddp that although QUI' 1~*l'8
apptm' not to 111\\"C l'CaChed Captain Burkm. yet; he has tMkd upon them.
and sold the brig ttHS1Tiet,t' as requested by ua to do in thole lettera­
l'COOil'Ctl the Jll'OOOC'ls thereotaa~ t\'Om the purchaaera atJ'emando Po.
William l3msh t\ntl James Dick) merehants. tradiDI under the fum cl
W'illiam Ta)ior rout Company of OlMgowt in the count, ofLaDark-and
no part of this S\llll 1m" been pUll to \\S by Captaln Burtan. or by any

one on 11~ lwhalt
In In'OOf' of llb! htll'ing receiVC(\ this ~oun, \\"0 have ..now the

honour of torwan\ing to )"OUI' Lordahip t\ notarial copy of tho bill or sale
and receipt of CSllhOO Burton for the .£iSO. the origiual of the llaDle

being in our ~.u.Oll.. - bt
We have again to 81Mllogise for troubling your LoIdahip. 1t we

_~ ' ....:n:nClf~ antI we trust
have no other nU.onns in oW' power U.l OU"'--e •
tbat ifyom" Lm'tl.mil) will luwe the goodn~ to eause a ftuth~aplma.·
tion to 'be matte to Captaln BuTton. it will meet with tho deeired etreet
for we are greatly annoyecl by the cralitol's of the estate, ana aTe most

anxious to realise tl\C a..~ witllout further delay-
We are, &c.,

(Signet\) J.. B.. PMft,
C1L\& TA-noB,
los.. lABBElTI

Exooutms of the late W1LLUlI 1000000li.



16

II the circumstance which called forth the ignominious necessity of
.. 800Ddappeal to Earl Russell be unaccountaMe j the importance of the
ClCIIDIDu.nication W88 not at least underrated by the noble Earl, who at
0Dec ealled upon the Consul 01' his agent to flU'nish an account to the
execu.m1'8 88 the subsequent communications, to be presently noticed,
hill the Forcfgn OlB.oe, prove.

I now come to that portion of the degrading and humiliating trana­
adIon where my own services were required in order to obtain some
I1!ICIroM whero llel'8Onal honour and official authority had most egre­
pwiyWled.

Being about to sail for this country, a power of Attorney dated the
16th August, 1865, was vested in me by the Executors of William

lohDlOo, 00 compel Consul Burton to a satisfaction of their claims, 80

long and 50 cruelly defen·cd.

Upon my arrival in England, in October, 1865, I, 1)y virtue of this
anthotity, placed the matter in the hands of my solicitors, Messrs.
Hwnpt.4lu and Burgin, of No. 8, John Stl'eet, Bedford Row (than whom
more l'CSpectAble gentlemen do not adorn the profession), and they at
fJII.CC petitioned Earl RtWJell to call CGnsul BUl't<>ll to account.

I subjoin the answer received by my solicitors, in reply to their
oommunication, addressed to the FOl'eign Office, upon the part of
JOhnBoll'S Executol's:-

Forcih'll Office,
October 28th, 1865.

San,
In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, making application,

on belmlr of the Exccutol'8 of the late W. Johnson, fOl' the proceeds of
the fi8le of the tihip U Haniett/, I am directed by Earl Russell to transmit

tu )'«IU .. ool'Y of a IetWl' fa'om Mr. Laughland, who therein m{dertakeM
W f~ud~r t)te oooountH of the ija,lo of the above veBsel, amI to satisfy the
clultJlJ) of tI,,, Exooutol'lS; and I a111 to refel' you to that gentleman for
fua'tJ,ur uXl,JuoatioDH in tIle matter.

I am, &0.
(Sib'llecl) J.A1tms MURR.AY.
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71 Bttchannan Street, Glasgow,
, July 20th, 1865.

{COPY.]

SIR, , tl' terview I hacl the honour of h<tving with
Referrmg to 1e Ill. b 1a1f of Captain Richal'd F,

YOU on the 17th current, I hlerebtYF'i °rn
n

an:l~ Po and now at Santos,
1 H M's Consu ~t e t' ,

Burton, late Y . . . ' ts nnecteel with the sale of the Eng
del' the accoun co

lmdertake to ren 1 thers executors of the late owners,
" Harriett" to :M::essrs, Pratt rollO,

1 t · fy them reln,tiYc thercto.
am to sa lS I have, &c,

(Sd.) W, LAUGBLll""

J. MURRAY, Esq.,
&c. &c., &c. • t In

' t' f this dark tale 18 now 0 come.t t 'allO'e porIOn 0
The mos SIb O. d by Consul Btuion for the sale., f th .£28 receIve

place of transnm,Slon 0 e " and expenses on such sale-Mr.
of the vessel-less hi.,; comn:nsSlo~ inst the vessel for

II t in a bill of charges aga ,
Laughlancl has aetua y sen • h been incurred at the Consul's

1 · 1 m aI)pears to ave
£309 98. Get, W liC 1 su. h ., f £11 4s. for commission, &c.,
request, together with the fmiher c ar;~~ . £40 13s. 6d., indebted to
thus making Johnson's executors ac 1 y

Burton. .k the date of this acconnt which I shall
I implore the remler to mar "tIl a chID'ge for a bottle of

1 1 hiel1 commences WI •
presently set fort 1, am W h 9. d f Mav 1863 although the

. 1 tl . ssel upon t e~n 0 " , ,
lU<1Jlely clehveret to 1e '\ e, , th' amphlet had not trans-

1 seen ah'eacly ill 18 p, ,
executors of J 0 lllson, :\S 1 t' to tIle "Harriett," until

h ':t t Bmion re a; lve
mitted a vestige of aut orr y 0 ld t ha....e reached Fernando

863 1 -hich COll no tY

the 13th of August, 1 , am w 63 B hat authority ,did Consul
Po before the 2nd of September, 18, Y. W b t with 1uxUJ:ies, un-

, 1 t 'th necessm'les, u
'Bm'ton serve thL'3 vesse ,no WI • th;t hell requested by the

. l' ttl ~ How wa.':llt, a, wl1uthorL'Sed ane 'l'tlllllS rue ee , 1. ti with reference
1864 to move au exp ana on

Foreign Office, in December, ,I::) 1 tt o~ the executors, the
, 1 . et to the e e1'S 'J.

to his remi'3sness m not rep Yllll::) t ;tural vindication-
if t would he amos na

consul never stated what, rue, was concerned-
. "f the l)'ltl'chase money

80 far as the trllllsmlSSlOn 0 ts) that he was
'thh ldinet the accoun ~{although no eutIieiellt excuse fOl' WI 0 Q
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not in~cht~ to the executor:;:;, Imt the executors to him 1 How i~ it

that thIS bil~ after two yec.'1,r~, should muke itd u.ppeal'lI.1lCC with all
R.8Stunoo accurncy of detail wlrlch proves Captain Burton more suitell to
tbl' head clel'k."l1li}) of an hotel, tlum. the higher duties of cou:m] 01' author'?
How is it that he supplied the "Hlt~'l'iett" throll:.;h October mul
XowlIlher, 180;1, at the YCrY]ICl1.od that" in hi., c0Jl11JH1llic:ltion to thE'
Furcigu Office ill December, 186.,1., lle repl'csentetl hilll~olf to have been
uh:-cut fl''OUl Fernando Po, allll not receiving the l1,l1thority to sell the
"c:;scll How is it that a yes:-d " lying to" and inca,pa1Jle of ]>l'OCeedinft

on her "o~'ng(lJ i'i to cost at the rate of £700 pel' annU1ll 1 How i., II
tl1:tt liUeh all cnUrmolU; charge lay concealed in the bosom of the Comml
fo.· two luug ;rears 1 How 1':1 it that a/tfYJ' the 2bt of November 1RG?, c tJ,

wilen the \'CJ:l,<;cl wns sold fill' Old!J £2t10, and (Tflei' Mr. CI>11";111 Bmioll

had ah'ca(ly mculTed cxpcnsc:-J, on her accO'imt, to l!lorC tluUl

£213, Ie/wing a LaliUlcc in his hands of less than £Gi due to

tlae executor;;; he procured his friend Mr. Edwnrll Langhlnnd (brothel'

to laiR Glu."gow agent), to make further advancel".l on nCCoullt of the yessel,

BmOtmting to £95 7s. 1d., thus rendering himself personally liablc to hi"
faiuncI ff,l' the llayment of the balance due by his (the C'.msurs) prin­

cipal,;, the Afdcall executors of William Johnson? AmI tllis too

J '1.. ' ,
w IIlJ'it tIle Cowml';; own commi'3flion on the sale of the vc;;;sel ~'emainccl

tllll'llul! Surely COilsuI llul'ton well Imow when he plec1<Ted thl'
cl'edit Hf Jolmson's executors for the advance of £05 i~. Ill. l\t a time
W}U."11 he had les8 than ~67 i.n hi':! hands due to them (hil'! own com­
J~iH:iil'lJi ancl fc~~ 011 the sale being then unpaid) that 110 had no a,uthol'ity,

CltlWl'-eXl'l'Ch/olcd 01' imlllicd from the executors to do SO'; Hud further, that

they 1001 110 m;~et'l in theu. hands to meet sllch advnnce, How, then,

could the Cmuml IlllVC mqJected thllt lU1<1er these circulllstances tIle

llxooutU"H wou1c1 llll..ye been legally heM liaLle for the paymeut of the

1131"'1100 of 111'. La.ughlanu's claim? Surely :Ml', Cowml Burton did not

"xI.eet ft Jury of Siena Leone AfricanR, under the directioll of a Jnuge
u to~lwd with tIlL' tal' bl'UHh" would have given him a verdict for

JIIOUWrl tlltlls expended j and yet with ull these difficulties in the way
"r J'(!co"cl'ing from iho executor;; any aUvances that 110 should pl'octU·c the
jl't'I'USlUdo Po Merchant to mako the111,' the Comml; ttCcol'ding to

diU J'OIl'Wl'cU l\coount;.l, actually al1tl1ol'ize<1 such advances and IDn.dc

19 '

himself personally lilLUe to settle with his frieml, the merchant, if the

executors cli<1not do ~o 1
Here are tbe acconnt~ furnisbe(l to Messrs. Hampt-on and Burgin

l)y the Consul'::! Glasgow agent, who coolly enqnire(l in ht~ letter

accompanying them whetl1er I was prepared to I,ay the balance dut:

to Consul Burton by the executors. The Consul has, as the account
shows, proved hill1~elf so consummate a caterer in the culinary line, that

every comnll1.nclcr of ~1, ship who sees· the account will. endeavour to mak<:,

fOl' tho 1)01;; at which Consul Bm-ton cal'l.'ies on business.

Captain RiclwTd 1J'. Burton ana. OUYJlers of Brig ce Harriett,"
Of Sierra Leone.

~.A.XDO Po, Nov. 26.1863.

To EDW.A.RD LAUGHLAND. for the following Supplies to aukl Vessel.

1863
;£ B. d. £ s. d.

May 2 To 1 Bottle Brandy 0 4 4

" 2
Ale 0 2 2

"" 1 tin Salmon 0 3 6

" 1 " Lobster
0 3 6

" 1 " Potted Meat 0 3 6

4 " 1 "Bottle Claret 0 3 3

6 ,,2 Ale 0 2 2
~,

" 1 tin Salmon 0 3 6

7 " 1 Bottle Claret 0 3 3

,,1 "
"Brandy 0 4 4

11 " 30 Ibs. Rice, 5d. o 12 6

'J 20 lbs. Navy bread o 10 0

t, ! Coil 3-in. Rope 3 5 0

" 1 Bottle Brandy 0 4 4

,,1 Ale 0 1 1
"16 " 3lb~. Bacon, Is. 9d. 0 5 3

" 1 Bottle Fruit 0 1 6

" 1 tin Herring 0 4 4

" 1 "Bottle Picldes 0 1 6

,,1 "
Brand.y 0 4 4

" 561bs, Navy Bread •.. .•. .•• I 8 0
Carried forward ---



20 21

;£ d. ;£ 8. d. ;£ 8. d.1803 Brought forward
8. ee 8. d. Brought forward1863

:Mal l6 To 661bs. of Sugar 1 16 4 June IS To SIbs. Tea o 13 0
29 ,,1 Bottle Ale

0 1 1 n lIb. Coffee 0 1 1
" 62 lbs. Beef •.. 1 19 0 " 9 ibs. Sugar 0 6 0
"lj7~ lbs. Pork 2 17 9 " 28 Ibs. Rice '" o 11 8
" 1 cwt. Bread 2 16 0 ,,31tlbs. of Pork 1 14 1
" 28 lba. Rice o 11 8 " SO Ibs. Beef ... 2 11 {)
" lIb. Tea. 0 2 2 " 3 tins Preserved Meats 010 6
" lIb. Coftee, lB. 1d. ... 0 1 1 ,,2 ditto 0 6 6"" I- doz. Sardines o 13 0 ,,1 Tin, Jam 0 2 229 " 3 tins Soup ... o 10 6 20 " lib. Butter ... 0 2 2
" &Bottles Pickles 0 4 6 " lib. Sugar ... 0 0 8June 1 ,,1

" Brandy 0 4 4 22 " 22 Ibs. Pork 1 3 10
,,1

" Ale 0 1 ] " 2 Ibs. Sugar .•• .. ... 0 1 4a " Stationery ... 0 .) 0 " t lb. Tea. 0 2 2a " 1 Bottle Ale
0 1 1 " lIb. Coffee ... 0 1 1

" 2 tins Cocoa
0 3 0 25 " 241bs. Pork ... r 6 0

" 1 Bottle Brandy 0 ·it 4 " 281bs. Rice ... o 11 S
" 1 Le\'er Knife 0 1 G " 9 Ibs. Sugar '" 0 6 0'1 " 82i Ibs. Beef

1 -1; .1J "lIb. Coftee ... 0 1 1
" 821bs. Parle ...

1 14 8 "t lb. Tea 0 1 1
,,1 lb. Tea

0 4 4 " 6 Large tins Meat .. 1 1 0
" 2 Ibs. Coffee

0 2 .2 " 3 Bottles Pickles 0 6 G,,50 Yams
0 ;; if " 37 Ibs. Biscuit o 18 6

" 3 Buttles Brandy o 13 0 29 " lIb. Candles 0 2 0
" 12 " Ale o 13 0 " 1 Bottle Curry 0 2 2
" 2 tins Sardines

0 4 4 u 1 tin Sardines 0 2 2
" 3 Dottleij Pickles

0 4 G 30 ,,3Dllbs. Pork 2 3 1
11 3 tins Ess. of Beef .••

0 4 6 " 1 cwt. of Brel\d 2 19 0" 2lbs. Butter
0 4 4 It 1 tin (1(\eo~ 0 1 6" l! Ibs. of Bacon
0 2 7 " t dozen tins Sardines o 13 010 " lIb. Candles

July 4 ,,50 Yams 0 5 :;'-to' 0 2 0" U lba. Bitlcuit
0 7 0 " lIb. Butter ... 0 2 210

11 1 doz. Fil:lh Hooks
" SIb. Biscuit 0 4 013 " 1 cwt. Biscuit

0 1 0
2 16 0 9 " ~ lb. Candles 0 1 0

Oarried forward Carried forward
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;£ s. d. ;£ B. d,1563 Broughtforwarq . 1863
July 9ToJ :BottleBrandy 0 41 4 21: To lIb. Butter

July 1) 1 Bottle Mustard4 " 34:!lbs. Pork 1 17 8 "" 281bs. Rice ..• 011 8 ,,28 Yams
1 cwt. Bread"tlb.·Tea 0 2 2 Aug. 1

" 59 Ibs. Beef
" 21bs. Coffee ... 0 2 2 " 48 lbs. Pork
., 9 Ibs. Sugar ... 0 6 0 " lIb. Coftea

"11 " 55!lbs. Pork 3 0 1 9 Ibs. Sugar
" 91bs. Suglll' 0 6 0 " 1 lb. Candles...

" 4 tins Meat" lIb. Tea 0 2 2
" 1 Bottle Pickles'1 2 Ibs. Coffee 0 2 2 " 7 Yams18 " 1 cwt. Bread 2 16 0 " 28 lbs. Rice

" 48 Ibs. Beef ... 1 16 0 "" 9 lbs. Sugar
" 2lhs. Coffee ... 0 2 2 lIb. Butter
" {) lbs. Sugar ... 0 6 0 " 4i Ibs. Beef

." 49 lbs. Pork" 461bs. POl'k 2 {) 10
" 2 tins Preserves" 28lbs. Rice 011 8 " .
~ doz. Ale" lIb. Candles 0 2 0

'1 " Bread
" lIb. Butter 0 2 2 "" 1 Ib. Ham" 4 tins Preserves o 14 0

"l tin Cocoa
" 3 Bottles Pickles 0 6 6

" Bread" 7 Ih3. Bread 0 3 6 " 1 cwt. Bread
" 1 Bottle Ale 0 1 1 " 571.bs. Beef20 " lIb. Nails 0 0 5 "i lb. Tea
" 1t lb. ditto ... 0 1 3 " 2 lbs. Coftee ...
" 1 Gillon Tar 0 1 3 17 " {) Ibs. Sugar •••

25 " 54 lbs. Beef' ... 2 0 6 " 28 Ibs. Rice ...
" 401bs. Pork ... 2 13 1 "lIb. Butter
"i lb. Tea 0 2 2 " 41 lbs. Pork
" 21bs. Coffee "(f ~ ~ " lIb. Candles

18 " 1 cwt. Bread 2 16 0 22 " 1, lb. Ham
" 481bs. Beef 1 lG 0 " Bread
" 2 11)8. Coffee 0 2 2 "541bs.Beef ...

2G " {) JL8. Sugar 0 U 0 " 57 lbs. Pork ...
" 28 1bs. Uice o 11 8 .! ,,9lb. Sugar ...

Carried: forward



1863
Aug. 22 To Ilbs. Co1ree ...

" 1 :Bottle Mustard
28 ,,1 tin Oysters

" :Bread
29 ,,100 lbs. Beef

" 9 Ibs. Sugar
" lIb. Butter
,,1- lb. Tea
" t lb. Coffee •..
" 9 Ibs. Bread ...
" 3 tins Preserves
" 1 tin Sardines
" 1 :Bottle Pickles
" lIb. Candles

Sept. 1 "lIb. Ham .•.
2 ,,103 lbs. Biscuit
3 ,,1 tin Cocoa

" 1 tin Salmon
£) ,,281bs. Rice

" 9 Iba. Sugar
" ! lb. Tea
" 100 lb. :Bacon
" 1 Bottle Milk
" 4 tins Preserves
" 1 Dottle Pickles
" 1 lb. Coffee

'1 "Cash for Yams
12 ,,1 cwt. Bread ...

" SS lba. Ram
"t lb. Tea
" ! lb. Coffee .
" 9 Iba. Sugar .
" 4 tins Preser\'cs

10 ,,01 IbB. Ham ...
,,14 ll,. Tea

24

£ 8. d. ;£ 8. d..
Brought forward

0 2 2
0 1 9
0 2 2
0 o 10
3 15 0
0 6 0
0 2 2

0 2 2
0 0 7
0 4 6
o 10 G
0 2 2
0 2 2
0 2 0
0 2 2
211 6
0 1 G
0 3 0

011 0
0 6 0
0 2 2
8 15 0
0 2 2

... o 1-1 0

0 2 2
0 1 0
0 (5 1:
2 10 0
7 14 4:
0 1 1
0 0 7
0 G 0
o 14 0
8 1 0
0 2 2

Carried forward --

25
;£ 8. d. ;£ 8. d

Bro'lln:bt forward
1863 0... .., 0 1 0

t 19 To lIb. Coffee 0 6 0
Sep . 9 Ibs. Sugar 0 5 10.,

" 14 lb. Rlce ... 0 2 2
lIb. "Butter ... 0 10 6

" 3 tins Preserved 'Meat 0 2 0
"

22 "lIb. Candl~s 0 4 4
1 Bottle Wme 2 16 0

26 :: 1 cwt. Bread 0 0 7
" lIb. Coffee 0 6 0
" 9lbs. Sugar 0 11 ~

" 28 lbs. IDee 0 10 6
2 tins Meats... 9 7 6

';' 1 Cask Beef 0 2 2

" i lb. Tea 0 2 2
" 1 lb. Butter ... 0 2 0
., 1 lb. Candles... 0 0 7

Oct. 3 "i lb. Coffee ... 0 1 1
II lib. Tea 0 5 4
" 8 lb. Sugar 0 10 6

3 tins }leat 2 16 0
"10 ,,1 cwt. :Bread 0 11 8
." 28 Ibs. Rice 0 6 0
" 9 lbs. Su~ar 0 1 1
" 1 lb. Coffee 0 2 2
: lIb. Butter ... 0 ~ 0
" lib. Candles 0 7 0
" 2 tins :Meat ... 0 2 2
" 1 Bottle :Milk 0 5 4

17 ,,8 Ibs. Sugar 0 1 1
" 1 lb. Cotfee 0 4 4

. ',r'" 1 lb. Ten. 0 1 1
" l' lb. Butter ... 0 7 0
" 2 tins Meat 39 14 2

Sap. 28 " Wages paid Neilson ::: 0 2 0
Oct. 27 "lIb. Cand:es . .,... .

Carried forward



: ;1~,
~\

2 5

d•. ;£ 8. 'd.

4
4

2
4
4
1
6
6

4

4

2 214
1
o
8

;£ B.
Brought forward

011
022
016

036
084
082
019
008
007
018
o 10 6

016
082
084

.. 0 8 2
o 8
o 8
o 8
o 8
o 8
o 1

o 0
010
o 4
o 8

o 8

o 1

o 1
o 0

Totul £309 9 6
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1863
Oct. 27 To i lb. Butter

" Bread
" 1 tin Cocoa
" 1 tin Preserves

29 " 20 lbs. Rice
" 14 Ibe. Salt Fish
" 1 Bot. Mustard
"lIb. Sugar .
" i lb. Coffee .
" 4 lbs. Flour

Nov. 7 "a tins Meat
"tin Cocoa

3 ,,14 lbe. "Fish

" 28 lbe. Rice
1 ,,141bs. Fish

" 28 Ibe. Rice
12 ,,28 IbE'. Rice

" 14 lbs. Fish
16 ,,28 lbs. Rice

" 14 lbe. Fish
"t lb. Tea

"lIb. Coffee .
" 3 tins Meat .
" 2 tins Sardines

20 ,,28 lbs. Rice ...

" 14 lbs. Fish '"
23 "t lb. Tea

" 1 lb. Candles
" lIb. of Sugal'

" 'Vages of A.cting Captain, 7 months

at £8 56 0 0
" Doctor's Fees (to Dr. Mullan) 9 0 0
" Advances paid Crew '1 11 8
Passage of Crew to S. Leone 22 12 8 95 7 1
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Dut I focI that tho subject now 11M verged into a forlll neither
suitn1Jle to tbe jOl1l"llali"lt nor to the pamphleteer. I ~IHl,ll watch the

intC1'('~t of my fi.-ientls, the executors, and. am not prcpn.red at the

1)I"Cf;(>nt time to state the nature of the proceeding.'!, I shall feel it my

duty to advise tllem to take in the case. But illdependl'llt of tIle step, I

mny (leem it neceE;sary to ad"-L-le the executors of Johnf;oll to adopt

relatin'! to the extraordinary account,> rendered by the COUn.-;ll1'l:l ageut;

I fl'.cI cOllvinCCtl tllat the }"oreign Office, which is now presided over by
a Iniui,;tit'r, whose lrigh Heuse of honour antI deci"lion h,L;:; IJcun excmplified

in l'udous portions of the world, will, after the noble exmnple of Earl

nusscll, render to 11."! amIlIe ltSSL"ltance ill briuging to light every net

COllIll'ctl>c1 with Consul Bm-toll, relative to the pUl'cht'tsn mOlll\Y of the
ce H.u1.iett."

I now tur11 my attention to the gentlCmltll with who111 :JIe. Consul
BtU·toll llOltLi smypathy.

lII'. Mal'l:iton and his wrongs appear to hn.Yc lllt'Hle lL cOllsidel'n.ble
ill1l'l'clol.\:lion upon the kilHlrell liou1 of the con.c;ul, who writes with the
"'pint of a despot, unll the clumsy style of a retired pugilbt :_

"1\11'. :U--," t>ayl:l the cOll:;uI, "H, civilian officinl in the colony,
aftt·.. thrice warning out of hll compound, a trollblc:;ome nogro anll ,~
HlL';IIl'cte.-l tbief, had appliell a certain 'Vis it te1'VO, find lmll ejected the
tJ'I'l\!IAASf'l', not, however, with unnecessary violence. In England the

Cl&:tl' wuulllllave been settled by a police magistrate, and the fine, if any,

,,"'mId lluve 1)CC11 Imlf-a.-crown. At Freetown, the lJl\~'1.'O, n,:si~ted by his
f' Is' , 'L
nell. Ul cOll1pany, etakes himself to a lawyer. The hLtter llIay be a

JlUlIlltt." plll'it;UJly, a pettyfogger, certainly a money1c~.-J man, who lives ill
a wl'ut<:lwd climate, {or the pure pUl1?oses of lucro; hiH interest, io.; of

com'lill, to promote litigation, and he:6.lls hi'! pocket, 1Jy wlmt i.;; called
Hb,

t1
'J'·1'1'Ilcticc. After receiving the pre1iminnry fee of £5, he clemaIltb

(!XI'fJ1I,Lu'y damagcH. The consequence was, that Mr. ~r-- wm;
Jightcllcd of £50. Thel:le vindictive caBes are CntUe:-id." .

Thut my fcclingt; could II.ot pal'take of r. pCl'SOlllLl ll:l,tmc. towards
CUl,tl~in DU1'tOU's hook, it iJ.5 ahnoHt lleecUcl:\s tu lill" that I was not atW J'
"!l"~t JJCfJllC, from tho yeal' 1853 to 18G3, when thOlJU :~lloged iniquitous

v'~l'lllCt" Wa:fO obtained, with the exceptio1l of throe months in 18G2,

Atu.1,tJ; tu tho ullUHwn of "pettyfoggCl'fl," thli! L'i stillillorc inH.pplicable to
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b Cnuse I sav without any vain boast, that I held general retainersme, e", J' '- .
t' H no""a1..1e Mr Reddle and all the European merchants of tuefrom ilC 0 u.J. ,U • , •

colony, excepting two English public comp~es; the r~presentative of
f whicll howeyer offered me a retaine1' at a time I could notone 0 , , •

take it, and since my arrival in England, I have been offered a l'e~\Jllel'

by the secret:'\.ry of the other company. I was engaged in every case ill the

law courts of Sierra Leone, some of which involved property to the

amount of £10,000.
The history of Mr.Moa'8ton the Master of the ~upl'eme CO.1U't of

Sierra Leone, is ensily and briefly told, Wrecked ill fortune ill the

West Indies, he betook himself to Siel'l'8. Leone, "for the pUl'e p~1)ose

f l11cre" to better his circu1llstance; am1 brought to the colony crippledo , milli .
means, cou}>led with the arrogant manners of an ignorant onau'e.

I will not now allude to the degrading circumstance of a government

official beinO' :6.11ee1 for the use of abusive language in the public streets,

th I:) • :'-t t'-_J. the son of our beloved Q\leen houourell theupon every mgu ,JJ.i;I,lJ •

I f S· L one by l.~_ l)"esence' nor will I allude to the fiftyeo ony 0 lerra e .!.illS.. , •

p01mds dnmalYes recorded agnillSt him in a superior court, when With

the dmi.ng p~ogl'ess of guilt, he no longer confined ~elf to the

slanderous tongue) but was guilty of cowltrdly pe1'Sonal V'lolence. .

But they \VllO wish to note the culminating power of aucla.c~ty

should re..'\.(l the letter of Mr. M~'Ston to the late Duke of Newcas •e,
bearing date, 7th of March, 1862, when he ineffectually gl'l1p~les With

. h' 1" cip'llly confines hnn"el£ to!n.'ave cl1nrlYcs broulYht ag<Uust 1m, allC pIm L •

o I:> I:) f h . th tVricans of Sler1'8. Leonethe reaclier amI lllore lYeneal task 0 a usmg e •

May God, through ~e, ever Pl'Otect the people of Siel'l'a ~eonfe
• f h 1\.,1"_ Mar'ton" The pralSe 0from the npprobatlOn 0 suc lllen as .LU.1". :s , • • •

th . and the saliva. IS mOl'esuch men is fn,r WOl'Se than eu' censure,

t.lnyenomed tll1.m the tooth, . 1 t.
I will not though test Mr. Mal'Ston by the violence of his cone uc

, '. ~_: h mfortuately have made1or by the COal'Se slandel'S of hIS tollocrue, Wll.LC t ,

his name ·a "bye-word" in the various cotu1is of law at Freetown; but

d t pon the moral de­l will test him by a delibel'8.te and mature ac, u
• . d' , have already pro-fOl'IIllty of which 1m UllimpasslOued Judge an JUlY

.1.1. e1 b :ted House case of the latenouncecl judO'emellt-I allucle to WJ.e c e 1'8:

l\h'S. Duri:ng~ Ml'S, During dUl'ing her lifetime, 01' at le.ast, towards
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tlndatteJ'l'OI'tion (lfit., was sel1arated from her huslJfmd '[1.1111 in tl . ,
e.f liN' 1 l' " ,. 113 eXCl'Cl<;e

)() ~ et as OW11('1' m her own right as landhuly Rhe \'"'W In' tl ] I'f ., , "n., 18 l·t lIt
() reoolnng rent for a 110118C occupied by 1\'11', Marston, '
, .1\fl'fl. During wed without makil1O' a will and I . l'L .
mooed 1 b ,. 161 lUx and h·:w'lD.I

I' Ct to Mr. lIal'mon's resitIence in ortIer to cflic.,t <'DIne '. d
t ,. t' '-'., &1'l'U111'C-

W('ll l'OIl1. lye to tIle })ropertv. l\fr M ,t tt I • l:>
J , '.L n;rs on 11 er y and ind'

l"('pudintol1 1lir; I' Ilt~ U • 19nantlJ'
• ~ " pon my retul'll to the 1301011)' ill 1863 I '..

cont:nlb~l1 !,l'Ofl'sslonally by the un:finiunfl.te Imsbancl and wal+ ~ was
.1\fr. 1\fm'8ton in ord.' th ' ' va upon

• 1 ' C-1 at an alUlClLLlc arranO'elllcllt micrht b
011'1W'1 at. It WM 'U'!" £Y d th t 1\.r • b l:> e
£ I • alloe a '.Lr. DurIng should pay l\1r 111a t

(1O, and t.h.'tt tIle latter should remain Durino-'s t t ',c l~ on
"tun. 0 enan at a stIpulated

~t ,the period of thi'3 ll('gociatiou, 1\11', Mnrston owed £.ft cIs
ten Nhdlmga rent, y paun

Tllere wa.", a difficult' . , 1
Y m raltllllg t 1e £100 by Durh10' but /If+...

IJouodlS was procured wlrlch bv" 0' "-'''OJ
L__ I 1 ' . ' " ~every sense of honour sJlOuld llave
"ccn (t',(,Jne< l'ufliClent· for
I '}' ,one was scarcely prl3pal'ed for a person

d~,ashnJg lltuself to IJe a gentleman (swearing his hou~llr hl <a ImbUe
~1'1l1c I to tIle colonial fii) 1

th fift 0 ce, ane a servant of the crown repudin,ting
e ~'}lound~ and ten shill' 'th h' '

Y . . mgs at e was mclcLtecl for rent. Mr,
~;'Kton, however, (Shylock like) lllsisted upon tho whole £100 hain/f

J)lllt , and that he should continue tenant of tIle hI' D' l:>
.£30 . . . ouse nne or lUWrf at

: l't'}: annum. The negotiation "fell throuO'll" a.'3 our A . ~
flwn(L; Hay and M 1if . . b' c mel1can
gntxp (,f t~ £.100 r. d aI~ton haullwtl 1U :lm hungry find unprincipled

J 'lf . If" . ,8n bemg threatened WIth legallll'occec1incrs !)laceel
I Dlow ll11Illnlcdiate 0 '. • 0 ,or tJ I ommUDlcatlOn WIth 1ilajor Blackall, the O'oyel'l1or

IP. co ony, and transfelTed tIle property to tho Orown u
b

on the
~rr()nnrl tllat l11'8, During died 1 'ldl ' P

'J 1 C 11 eHR, and that the propmiy neces-
"'SII'J ,. '·r'\'(,wh.'r to tJlC' oro It d'd

' , wn, I not appear, llOwever, tlu\t he o:trercd
tu )llIy tJle },a(~k I'cut due by 11im into the hI' I .,
Hl1J'I"'J.4-",l 1,v H lIf .' pu 113 13 w:;t. TIns VlCW was

..... '" cr» ajCKtn't.\ 0 'Ad .J 1J.I 1 • 1 ,'J "ueell H Vocate, who in the learnecl
• tu'£! W.lle 1 It clmCl'hllinutill Jr. '

J1 I g pu J Ie grant to 111111 from forensic dis.
, ayH, laB BDl})le time to "look "1

of Jaw, 111> t Ie lWRlilefls and Imotty points

JA't, the l'ellrlcl' ,inHt imagine tIle enol'mity of this , .• !,
A f ' C.1.80,.I'(I('J', l'wJltlk,,1'I .African f tl .

,0 mt race which nIl', l\Ia.rston, the
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hononl'al1lu Dr, Bril,llsha.w, the Oolonial Surgeon, a11(l Mr. Pyke, the
Tl'eal:lul'cr, knock about, anel whom l)tlre COllSul BUlion asSt\ils in l'ibltlcl

term!!, is left l)cnnylcss in tlw world, deprivml of what he knows to be

his right, by every principlc of equity, if not of ht,v,-:Ulcl all becm.lSe

the llnprinciplccl rapfl.city of a Government official coultl not be

grn,tifiecl !
Slltl,kespea.l'c sa.y;.; that "the COm'oil\) of trne lova never diel rnn

l:lmooth," and I helieve the samu is n.pplicc1,l>lc to the pollutcu stream of
injustice.

Mrs, During died in debt,

There i:-:; a colonial statute making l-eal propel-ty cha.ttels ill the

hnnd::; of executors or achuuU8tra.tors, in the event of the test:ator or in­

tcst:1.te dying in uebt. Acting uncleI' my advice, During aclminiswrcd to

his deceasccl wife's esta.te. The property was sold to 'Mi', Hughes, and I

myself, as trustee to the latter, brought an action against Mr, Maxston 8,ncl

won a triumphant verdict under the direction of thejudge. They who filled
the erowdeu COUl-t U1)on that memorable day, will not easily forget the

joy with wllich the verdict WitS reeeh-ed, which b.\fficcl the mnchinations

of a hard and selfish sl)irit, (s\l.}>portecl by the high authority of Her

Majesty's Aclvocitte) and l'ighted a pOOl' Afiican upon the soil of his
n\thers ! !! They who filleel tho crowded COl.l1·t upon that memorable

day will not en,sily forget the ll\lUJiiating cross exnminn.tion. to which

the defendant was subjected, nor the ~ill significant question of the Judge,

"What explmmtion do you give, Mr. Marston, l-ehl.tive to the £100'1

For once :Mr. Marston's modesty triuml)hed; }le dicl not d.'U'e an

explanation, The following is the eviclenc6 of Mr. Marston in the

ltetion, but a full repOl-t of the case, taken fl.·om the " Freetown Observer,"

will he found iu the Appendix. .

TaoMAs MARSTO:8 sworn.-I am the Master of the SUlll'eme Court,

I lived in a house at the COl'l1er of Gloucester and Westmoreland streets,

I believe the lot is No, 209, I have lived there since 1861 ; my landlady

was one Ann DUling since dead, she died in December, 1863; I always

lmderstood her to be a married woman, and liveel apart from. hel' hus­

band; I paid her the rent regularly; two days after hel' death D. T.

DUling bronght the memorandum of agreement and l'eceipm to me, he
gave it up to me himself; he then said to me, I suppose, sir, you will go-
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on with me as ~·ou did with my wife, and smd he had been put to heavy
CXllenBes for his wife's sickness and ftmeral, and he wanted me to advance

him two months' l'ent; I told him to come at the end of the month)
between that time and the end of the month I founel he Ilad no right to
the house; at the end of the month Dming came, and I told him. he had
no light to the house; I refused to pay him; I told him as soon as any

lll'Ollel' owner of the house tm'D.ed up I am ready to pay the rent 01' give
ull the house; about two montIlS During came with two papers in his
hands, oue was n. summons from the petty debt coad anel the bill
atf.aclled to it; he told me he was summoned by a nurse for attending
his wife ; he a.c;ked me to give him the amount to pay; I decIfu.ed to

ImYt lie lle'\er told me he wa.CJ sent by anyone; Mr. Rainy came to my
hottfiC one day and said I am very sorry 1\fr. Marston, it is a pity I did
not come to !:lome arrangement with During about the house; During

ROOmed inclined to petition the government, that will put him to some

trouhle; Yr. Rainy said if During give you £100 will you pay him
l'4mt; Mr. Rainy Bmel he waH not authorised to say so. Some short
}tCliod Mr. Rainy came again, and I :;aid I don't mind coming to that

:u'1':lngement, but I would not pay £50 a year for I'ent; Mr. Rainy said
he thought that might 1)e arranged; I b'ubsequently said I will tell you

wh."t I will do, if During pay £100 to me, I will pay hinl £30 a year)

I meant 30 llel' cent. on hi':! money; I told Mr. Rainy I will give no
titln to the house, as I had nothing to do with it j Mr. Rainy said he
is aware of that, I then saiu I sllOulel expect a memorandum from During
that ~1JoI long as I am.' in the colony I should be tenant of the house as far
as DUl'ing is conoorneu, thhl was lJctwecn me and Mr. Rainy; some time

aftel'war& DUl'lllg and Mr. RalllJ came to my house, Mr. Rainy said
MI', l\f.al'liLon lihi8 poor fellow Dl'lring cannot get the £100 at all) I said
I CflJl't help that; Mr. During said perhaps Mr. 1\farston you can take
it from the llOuae which I objected j Mr, Dm'ing askec1me if I will take
,e60, I HaM no; I have already enterecl into a proposal with Mr. Rainy
l,ut I did not care to carry it out. One of them said, I don't know

wlwtlwr Ml', Rainy or DUling, a year's rent iR due, and that I SllOuld
look upon tIw back rent which was £50, and take £50 more from Mr.
IJuJ'ing to make up the £100, I told During he was not entitled to any
l.nwk l'ent whatever, nor the house. Not long after thL'3 Mr. Rainy came
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O
.o'lC" alId came to my desk and said, Mr. Marston you 1m,1! better

to my H '-' < ~ 1
take the £50. t'l.ke-my aLlvice) I mean to do you go~d; I subsf\quent.y

. .1-' 0' th £50. Ml'. Rainy then sro.el he will get the house ill
(leclinetl ttl ,-IDo e " .
• Dll1'lutes . Mr. Rniny subsequently took out letters of ad.min.istratlOn
five , 't f' . at-

b 1 If of D T DurillO'. I was served with a copy of t\ wrI 0 eJe
onela, .. o' '.h

t ncl C01)Y of a writ of summons. I have asked Dm'mg whethet e
mell , a k d him b fi •

h 1
. hiM by his wife he said he never had; I even as e e oreat ,t C ,

his. solicitor, he saiel no. .
lIr. j\IARSTON, Cl'oss-e:camined by ~fr. Rainy-I do sweal,tha\I

told Mr. Dtuw.g in presence of Mr. Rainy, that he ~as not ten~t ,Y
.l. • I had been led to believe that Mrs. Durmg made a will ill

couhesy , c 1 ""
f

. 1 named Crowther' I subsequently learnt t la"
fll.VOUl· 0 a young gIl' , ,

1 ',. I -ote the Governor I do not recollect whether
there WitS no leu, W1 0 ) • • •

before or after I was servetl with the writ of eJectment; It was sometlll~e
aftel' the arramrement about the .£100 with Mr. Dming; I wrote It

o I .Ll.:_'~ 't -A-I' Mr Rainv stated Mr.
ftc t l £50 was offered' 1jllllJ,.I.\. I was w.~ • 'J ,

rr r ,lIe . '., "the
M ton I will O'ct the house ill five nunutes; I gave the bovernor

aI'S, l"l ,.' • I th advertisement in
notice before the letters of administra!iion , saw e

1. ,. I do not know whether it was before 01' after I wrote to the
tile paper , '"!' M Ea' "3rd
Governor' Letter produced is one I got from r, ~y "".
Decembel: 1864: (Letter read). Letter elated 24th December IS a re:pl

y

to Mr. Rniny's letter; I did not take away the agI'eement and I'ec::lpts
f his free will' at the end of the

from 11I1'. During, he gave them to me 0 own . ' fu' d
month Mr. During came for the agreement and rece1p~when I re se f

'd ts to anyone &nee the death 0
to give them up; I have pal no ren . .
Ann DurinO" I am living in the house new; I told Mr. Durmg m Y01.l.r

0' I h d ct d eh'mee to get a grant from the
presence that I thought a a 0

00
< h h

. I l' I think I had a better chance t an 0,
Government as he DnrIDg lat ,
DurinO' ctettinrr a rrrant, perhaps better; my idea of getting a gI"allt for

1:>' o. 0 0 • , • • I think the house worth about
tlle J!l'eID.lses was by paymg for It,

£250. , tl'Ad ;te The receIpt upon 10 agree-Re-e.-caminecl by Queens voca;.- .
th t I h d paid l'ents to 1\1:1"$. Durmg;

ment was the voucher to show a a , I
, I ictht have seen It before

I saw the advertisement m the paper, mo.

wrote to the governor or after. 1\1 -
T """ 4TH -THOlIAS ARSTO~,

COURT ADJOURNED TILL O-MORROW T........ '

th 1 t t ' f the 3rd. December, 186-1,
re-eremninecl.-In reference to e e er 0
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I had intended to hoM possession of the house fOI' 12 luonth ~
18IDs,u:om the

t I ecember 1863, giving 0PIJortunit;y to any r10'ht claimant to
Ii .. u h '-0 come
o~'\~m ~n t e 29th November. l\fr. Rainy took out Letters of Ad.

Dlinistration fOl' DIlling; I thought that, Wl1S a hostile step and I d
up 1l1v mind to • , ma e

'rl 'Wl'lte to Goyel'nor Blackall, disclosing tIle elicheat f
.OO~ 0

(J,.o88-e:J:a1Jl.ined bry Ml' Ra' ""(7 t 1-1, my.- ~ au () u me you were O'oing to
take Letters of Administ ti I II 0

ra on, anc wou c take the house; I decline to
811S'ver whether I intend to pav rent for the house to t1r " .le government·

am aware I am liable to pay rent for the house since December 18G3'
r I,,'we neVOl' been t"ld to leayo tllO house, except by Mr. Rainy. .

• CI'088-ea::aminecl b;y the Court.-I am not liahle to the crown
\\'ltJumt office found.

THE OHIEF JUSTICE.-,Yllll.t explilluLtion do you give Mr.
Marston about the £100 ~

WitneBB could give no explanation.

• After tllc verdict, 1\11'. Marston quickly paid the back rents to my
client, aud became his tenant.

. This.conrll~ct of 1\f1". Marston, which SllOuld not merely have
cx~elIc(1 lum UfilCe, Imt from all respectabl~society, still leaves him in the

enJoymeut of place, and the society of the l1ighest officials in the
colony l

In another celebrated Ca..,e in which I was engaged for the plaintiffs
tIle conduct of a high Enro ffi ' I h h 'pean 0 CIa, W 0 was t e defendant, was even
wor~; JJUt Roon after I obtained a yerdict against him, he was to the
bU11Jl1Xe of tIle whole commullity I)l'omoted to tl . _1~ • I 1. h

' 'le JUWC1<~ ucnc, as
W.JilHtant Ilulicc luaghltrate, l,y governor Blackall.

. If tIten, tIle African at Sierra Leone, be tha,t combination of guilt"

VICe, and (,'Uunmg, which he is described to be can anyone
wUlld~r at it with <I kn 1,.1 f th . ', ... ow cuge 0 e power of example, when the
M':lClltt find these EUl'opean defendants, not merely unpunished by
11,,,,111' BI,wkwall, but not excluded fl'om tllat clal:ls who deemed chem­

1W1vcIi tI',lJC the clite of Sierra Leone, or how can they learn to respect

tlw UI.bntnUstration of justice in Sierra Leone, When an AfricllJl soldier

acti~s muUJa' uta'wt 01-do1'8, relative to the prevention ofsmoking within the

{ll'OOJ.tlt1J ofa Lattel'Y in the colony, was subjected in the execution of his
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duty to violent and insolent language from ::Mr. Mal'Ston, the violatol' of

the oluer on this occasiou, and to crown this wrong, this very soldier

was afterwards fined in the sum. of 40s, (a sum. considerably more than a
soldier could be reasona,bly expected to pay) for an alleged assault, or the

alternative of onemonth'simprisonmentj a judgement,the severityofwhich

becomes still more conspicuous when it is taken into considel'ation that

the presiding magistrate was the soldier's own officer. Fortunately my
casual presence in court prevented the severe nlternative of one month's

imprisonment; since, I paid the fine, rather than a man should be so

severely ptuushed, under these cixcumstances.

I pass from Consul Burton's pet martyr and his wrongs, to cel-tain

legislative enactments, i.:q. which the Consul may safely be pronounced to
agree, since, in his three day's residence in Sierl'a Leone, he delated the

African to be 'lillworthy of the rights of citizenshill) as f.n' as the jury
box is concerned.

That he is warmly supported in this eminently constitutional view

inhigh quarters, I need only refer to two" ordinances," one of which has
become law, ancl the other which has strugglecl for nearly twelve months
to become law.

I will deal first with the one, which to the degradu.tion of the
colony, ancl all public spu'it, has become law, un:~er the mocking title of

"An Ordinance for Improving the Aclministration of Justice in Civil
Cases."

I will set forth some 1101UOns of the ordinance, in O1'(le1.' that

public attention may be drawn to it with a view to its immediate repeal.

"In every case or action in which damages aloe given in the Supreme

II Court of the colony, if the twelve jurors who shall have tried the said

II cause or action shall not be unanimous in the ammmt of the damages

II assessed, but such damages shall be assessed by. the verdict of more than

II seven, but less than. twelve ofthe saidj1U'ors, such.verdict and damages

II shall, upon the written apillication of either party) made at any time

"before the close of the session or sitting of the said court, be revised and

"reassessed b;y the Chief Justice of the said court, and foul' or any two aI'

"more of four assessors to be appointed as hel'einafter mentioned i an<!

"the Chief Justice shall, upon sui:lh application being made, appoint a day
" fOl' the l'evision and reassessment of such damages; and the Master of

" the Supreme Court shall thereupon notify the assesS01'S of such.appointed
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"daJ'; and tile ,'erdict or amount of damages assessed by the majority
" of tho said court composed of the Chief Justice and assessors sh~ be or
41 become tho verdict 'and damages assessed in tIle said cause o~' action in
cc the said supreme court, in lieu of the verdict and damages assessed by
" tbe jury who shall have tried the said cause or action; and jndgment

IC Hball tbereupon be entered up of record in the said supreme court, and

"all othOl' steps and proceedings taken in the said cause 01' action upon
" tbe saill verdict and judgment as may be taken in otl:er cases of verdict
" amI jUllgment in the supreme court of the said colony, provided alwa.ys
"tlll\t all points or question.'!' of law which shall arL'3e in the re..ision aUlI
"l'e-AAi'lCSSlllcnt of the said danw,ges before the Chief Justice, and the said
"asse....s01"S 811a11 be decidetl and determined ..by the suill chief justice

"alone, &c. &c.
" The goyernor shall select amI a])point four of the most respectable,

"iutd1ig<.'nt, ~md eelucateel men resident in the said colony (not being
n members of the executiyc cmmcil) as the persons l)est qualified to sit in

"tlle fjuI'l'omc conrt with the Chief Justice for revi<;ioll and assessment
" (If damages; and may in every year real)ll0int all or any of the persoIls

"jojO al'lJointed, or may appoint, any other 01' others in his or their stead,
"awl the lleI'fjons 1;0 appointed shall be calleel assessors, anel shall hold

" iJwil' appointment:; until others are appointed in their sten,d respectively;
"ulu.l ,,;nell foul' por80118, or any two or more of snell foul' persons shall
"t'it ill the snpremo court with the Chief Justice, for the hearing of any
"catmc which Hhall or rnay 1)0 callcel for revision and reassessment of the
" cLmmge!'l aso'sc,<:;fletl by thc jury thereon, and shill with the Chief Justice
"l'c~\·it;c and reaHl:lel:l1i sllch damages, and if tlwce only of .such
"pel'KfJnt. together with the Chief Jl.18tice sit in any cause, tUlel the fom'
"JUClnl,crH of tIle court shall be equally divided in opinion as to the
"clIUlUlgCH to be w;l'!eij~ed, then and in every such case the Chief Justice
If MJudI )UINC n RCcond 01' caRting vote in addition to hi':! original vote," &c.

"The govel1l01' may at any time remove from office anyone or
" JUtJ1'C CJf the pel't501Ul appointed assessors as aforesaid, and appoint other
U ill' othet'H in lliH 01' theil' place 01' stead, and shall from time to time fill
" np any vacancy which by death, rel:lignation, departure from the colony,
" l,t' ot}J(ww~e, nmy occur amongJo.lt the persons al'poillterl as aforesaid,"

It i~ clear throughout the wholo of these clauses that their object
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th
b'ect of tha,t portion of the Consul's work to which I have

and eOG • "IU· C ,.th
olread referred were one and the same, namely, to brrng ..L~1'. au, e

Chief ~ustice of Sierrl.l. Leone (who is a colO1.l.l'~d W~t Indll.Ul), and the

African community into pulllic contempt and discredit. " , .
"Th Judo-e" says the Consul, "may be touched mth the tar

eo, .. ,- __ :1: L kills Lewi:s
1

, h" "Sierra Leone contn,rns many sable fl.L11llUes- ump , . ,
lIUS • • .. t
Prl.1,tt, Ezzillio, Nicols, M:acarthy, lowe a few of their llatronyIDlcs, ll..gams
whom it is useless for a stranger to contend and come off scot antI lot

~~ .. " .
When COllsnl Burton ulli;rcpresents the cond\l~t of ~'lcan ~urors,

allll describes the enormity of their vel'dicts, he ill l'e~ty <1S!!ails Mr.
Carr, who is the sole Judge of the Supreme COUl't of Sler1....1. Leone, :~
who sttnetions the t\l1eged perversion of justice in his COUl't" The?"e
Justice is, as I have s9id, a coloured West Indian, anel a lal.'ge.ID.aJorlty
of the European pilrty in Sierra Leone hate his country and his colour,
, 1 the moment he. intenu.s to Imrsue an indepenelent COl.wse, they
anc " h bility
whisper away his reputa.tion, and shake Imblie confidence ill tea
and even the inteO'l"ity of the J l.1Jge. . Mr" Carr can now plainly see that
he can never win : ce1.'tain class of Europeans to his side) l.l~ess, as some

coloured men in high phtCes at Sierra Leone (10, by the sacrifice of ev~'.y
principle of illterrrity antI persona! independencel as well as by Pl.U'sumg
ulJon the nenc~ ~tll. arrogant antI ill bred tone towar(ls IlL:! countrymen
who practise in Iili; court

l
to make the Europeans believe he does not favo\U'

coloured advocates. (See Al)pendix.-The Bench and the ,,~t~") .
When the exhibition opened in Sierra Leone,--an exhib1.tion which,

't ( .A endix) de1Jrived hundredsin oreler to O'ratify an empty vam y see pp ,J;

o " did' . on" the O'overnor tolclof their lllitl"ket place durmg the wet all co seas, o·

the people that the advancement of the colonial settlement ~epended
" " ' nd J'udicious adVlce upon

upon their own exertiOllS" This was a WIse a
the pal't of his Excellency. But how may I ask, are. a people to ad-

" .t· hose verdicts can be set tl.t
vance thelllSelves by thell" own exel lOllS, w: " •

ffi "_1_ hose Chief Justice IS treated
nOllo-ht by four hired O'overnment 0 C]1w.;:; W "

l:l 0 ." t' f hos l'l.wS is usurped by Major
as a "cYllher f'-the ac1.ministra Ion 0 w e < " •

. h"OO" any colony enJoymg theBlackall-a course of proceeding, w 1: ,ill <

'. "" uld t b tolerate(l f01' a single hour.
healthy influence ofpublic oprnlOn,wo no. e " d
Mark the results. -IT:n<.Ier this ordinance Governor Blackall appomte as
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118liCK<;0r8 fourstipcnclial'ymngistrates, whose votes are to nullU'.? t
1
.

r 1• '-.' I • I ....J ue effect
o Imy '-cr( Ie",,; ill "\V llC 1 the governor did not coineide ltl I

• ,n 10Ug 1 such ver-
dicts be I'cttuned by cloven out of twelve J'lU'ors anel be ta' d

• • , • sus me by the
ClneCJ m;hce ofthe Colony_ Indeed the direct ohiect oftI '

, ., Ie appomtment f
tJt.·>;tO ff'll!'lU"cd goverll1llent officials made m' m t' 1 h 0

- 'os Ille ecent aste after
tile.o1'(lm..~nce bec:unc law, itself, sufficiently exhibits and sets forth the
dutlCR wJllcli Go\Cl'llOl' Bl'lckall expected at their hands,

It would IJe wi'icl' and fiu' more llOnegt £1'OUI tIle 'I f
' , perlO( 0 the

ItllK"lug of this most extraordinary ordinance to teU the native p .1 -1-'r ~' I 'c 0ptua~lon
o .1<'1'1':~ ...C011l'," Y 01.1 slmlllln,-e no power in tIle administratiou of the

Ltw... wJu.ch ~'OU arc called upon to olJey,-you are lUere Africans, and
tJwl'(·fOJ·e uufit to hayC a Yote in the affirirs of your country."

The allegcrl reaI-lOll for thi~ terrible mutilation of n. 1'1'O'ht '1' 1
• - • 0 W lICl
JUJ'J4", oratol'l'I, I;tatc:-;men and hi<;tol'in,n.<:l, have long pronoullced to be

tit,: l't'j"-stullo of the Engli.'ih constitution, is as nhsunl:ts the act itselfis

t1J1Jll~t Ilud daugerous, Fault, for~ooth, is found with the .,. 'Ii t
1 Y' 1 1 ' .eH Cs

c ~~;ln'l'l'( Jy l~ltn-c jlll'()r~, 1:5 there 110 remedy for an unjust venIict
\\ Jtllf111t hrealnng Ul) the constitution ~ C... t th h h .

,- l • • ' ..11no e ouse e rcpm.red
\\ 1t .I(,ut r:w;11lg the vcry founuatiou "'toncs ~ If the~' ,I' t b '

" '. • CIt lC e an UllJust
, 'JI•." :11111 CO l1trary ~o critIcnce, i'l there not a supreme COUli to appeal to 1
If t:1I' clmu:tgci> glnm hya jury 1/0 exccssiyc or incollHi':ltellt cannot a
Il"\\' trial he 11l'l'liml for 011 that ground ~ ,

E·;c.)'j' tC'I111 vcrelids uIOJ tl 1
• ' I 1 10 a JOVO ground:-.; nrc rcversed in

J~II;;~;nllt: lIwi l.]w same coustitutionul COUl'He for relllcc1yil1f>' defective
\'j·J'lld!'! 1 S" I ' 0

. ,11 I Ierra "COlle, CXh;tcll1JOfore thc paHHing of thil'l ordinance. I
JJ~~'sl'lf 111'1111 Imel! glOunc1; haTe Hucceeded in reversing Yermcts at
1411"'1',1 J,,~!c}l1e, A"l the chil·f J'uHtice of tIle colony l' t t' LI.:.. , s a prescn III Will!

~"Il~I~I)", I tl'w;t he will take HOlIlC :.;tcl's to remoye thi<; fonl111ot upon his
.'llllll'wl cJJal·ltct~·I·. I am quite eel'hin that n E rIb l' .J.1
CI •• \ I ,. " :J\f. ;, _ , • «0 ng L'~ 1lllan y "ltWl

(,JI. '1 >.JIIo 1. earn; }JOHltllJ1l, W'onM rest l}ussive um!L-I' such a de-
W'a/btlllll, /twl I trust tIll' II, Y I' t f: I'

. ,.t;{ llO HI' llStc1ut when :·meh (1 man may
"C:<:IIJ'.)' the 1JCllCh fit Riel'l'a J.l00110, who woulcl ho 11101'C jUfit.aud tolerant
t'IWIll'/1'1 tllc Afl'icfi11 ]"\c(' tl n Af: ' W

• , l..lll1UY 1'1Cl111 01' cst Illcliall JudO'e da1'eto
1,~., HUW(!\'CI', if}fJo. Carl' tloe~; not ta]w thc necessary stoIIS if I I:maill in
LJI:;!"1Jll, 1I1l11 GlIll 1'I'j'HI:ITOiol my lif(', I llllve 110 clol11Jt I shall succeed in
Jlllilwl~ tIw (mUllaJle/' fill' tlJl! llcUcl' atlmillL<.;tmtioll of jUHtice in civil
CaRl'" ,d. Ri4W)'1\ Le'('Jl(', n I-\ul~c(;t of IJarliaml'uta.ly illYe:;tigatiou. In the
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Dlean timc, I woulll most respectfully suggest to the honoumble council

of Sierra Leone, to alter the title of the Bill, and give to it the more

appropriate (mel truthful designn.tioll, nn.mely, "A. Bill more effectually

to prevent the Ohief Justice of Sierra Leone (who is "touched with the

tt11' brush,") c1.D.d Africa.n jurors from punishing Em'opean gentlemen in

high places at Sierra Leone, for assaulting servants, boatmen, anellabourers,

ancl to vest such power in the hanels of Mn.jor Bla,ckall, to be exercised

whenever he sees tit,"

I now como to that bill which has not become law, anti which llaS

been taken up mIll la.ill down ttgain, by the Council of SierI'tt Leone, for

nea,rly a yeur, like some uuholy and unclean thing of which its authors ure

most heartily asha.med. I alluue to the Bill requhing sectU'ity to be

given by Pln,intiff'g fur costs in actiollS for &;sault and battely, 01' to use

the more compl'ehonsiye phrase of the act for" wrongs" committecl upon

a citizen, The Bill like many a crime, and crime it is against the

constitution, as I will show, begins by a fillsehood; the l)reamble

st.'tt~s-" Whereas persons not baving any property in the colony, are

Cl induced to bring actions for wrongs in the Supreme Co\U·t, frequently

Cl for the express pnrpose, amI in the expectation of ext.orting large sums

Cl of nlOney from the defendants, who though successful in obtaining a

lC verdict, wouhlhl1YC no clulUce of recovering D.'Om the l)laintift's the hen.vy

lC costs to which they woultl be l)ut in defending such actioIlB," It is
most justly said that it is the last straw which breah the camel's back,

and the people of Sierl'tt Leone, who had. remaine{l unmoveel at the

passing of the first uuconstitutiunulmcasure, were at length aroused to a
sense of their dangerous pO::lition, by thefa18e llilp.ga,tiou contained. in

the preamble of the 1ill, Hnd a series of public meetings denounccd the

bill unaided lwwe~'er by {£ sin.gle l?ngli,slw'/,an in tIt- e colony, The falsehood

of tho preamhle was proved hy a rettU'n :mppliecl H.t the "'\;a.,;teu;' office,

to the opponcllt:-; of the bill, who {wcoyercd that in no case iu actions on

wrongs did d0fencla.nts succeed, and .subsequently failed to recoycr co:>ts

fi.·om plaintiff::!. ThL~ fact utterly n.unihilates the ftuse grOl.IDd. work of the

bill, and proves that they who assail the moral attributes of the Africans

are capable of the greate:>t turpitude and nllsl'epl-e.seutn.tiou, when they

wish to accomplish their own iniquitous views, ,
But I sluul hn.ve an opportunity in another l)amphlet of dealing

with Goyernor Blackn.ll, and I shall prove that in every act which has
lllarked his adm.inistrittion in Sierra Leone he has displayed the :-;ame
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itltollCl'iltlt f1)hit w1Jich lie di.."l'lnred fiS Lientellaut-Go\"('I1101', towards
tIle llative p0l'uL"l.tioll of Domiuictl.. His conduct in thnt island led the

r",bql'lL"tive AA,cromLly, compoRed of coloured gentlemen, to petition the

('olonmJ. office ftll' his rccall, but which t]leY did not RHcccc(1 ill

.·Wt'Cting. For se"en long J'cm'f!, Jtmvever, after tId:> 11l1tl'ked
dt>m(:u1itl-ation of }mhIic feeling, Major Bla.ckall, to llKe a homely phrase,
1"C111:1111ed upon the ~hclf, aftcl' tIle expiration of wMeh time t1ie Colonial

Office del'llling, I pl'Cnmne, that he hn,d modified Rome of the hostile
flnn)itit~ which he 11:ul already diRpla:red t(rwal'(1~ coloul'erl me

• L 1 ). (' f c' ' Us
:tJ 'l

tl'
llh

t
" 11111 {ilYt'1'1I01' 0 Swrra Leoue. Growing 1llore confident

fl'om thi... 1'1'1l11ll,tiu lJ, fUll! swelled np with innate YH.llity, M:'0ol' Blackall
who is nnw in England, confidently Htn,tes thn.t llC L':'; to he appointed
(:O\'cl'Jlllt'-~I'llemI of nIl Her J\InjeKty'H Hettlc1llentH 011 the \Ve~t C(lll:-lt of

AfliCll-:lll ul'poiufmcut which, if it Hhonl!l take plnc(', I haye no
JJ(·"iLttillll ill ~l.yillg', wouM lJC it hCIl'"y JJlow tn the rig-litH ltud liberties

flf tlu' Afl'bll1 lJ"pulntioll, IUlll gin.\ to the new G()\·I~l·ll()l'-gcllcrn.la, more

c'lIIw',~[',1 llj'pfll"tullitj' of <llllplnyillg th()~c prejnlliccH w]Jit:l1 1l1lye already
With £"1' hilll :111 1U1l'llvi.tJJle repntation. "

H:tp;:.:" country! ruleu by a llOdy who, inflUPllccd by thi.: pc!:sonn.l

hate, would 1I1erge the right wideh proteet8 the drooped anti illll1illC­

"h'uck un'In of the l)uoretit 1:1an, from the violence whi<:h unbridlt'd
pal!Ki()J1~ ::1'C but too much inclined to oKl'. If the last l1r.med ordi.

nanl:c had become law, ]lOW long with impunity would l\larston,
Rradl'bawand .})yke, have outraged humanity; and in playillO' their
"fan1astic tricks before high heaYen, lIlnde even fillgels weep.'" B~lt the

cir<.>umBt:tli(,(·S wllich led to the introduction of this ordinance are so
ably £let fOl,tlt in a It·tf er which appeared in the Sierra Leone ObSBl'Ve1',

that J fJI:1lie no apology fur its insertion, (tree appendix.)

Hut tllc vl'l'itable Consul Burton, who will ncycr be forgotten by
JolmwJI1's executor8 ~nj"s, in his "Thl'ce days in Sierra I.cone," alluding to
the cajl(' ngail1st Mr. Marston. "In England the case would have been
\lcUlt,,) II;" 11lljflgj~tl'llte, nnd the fine, if' any,would have been hulf-a-crown"

~hcr(: JlW,cr was to much iglloranCe displayed in: a single sentence as
an till .. OIIC of the punctual Consul's. In En0'1and all cases of nll'Ura-

i I 0, 00

\'4 (!I IltlHfJtJ!tR ~1I'e rdurJlcd to the sessions, and the magistrate declines
U, Ptl~S judgment upon them, In numerous cases in which the magis­
tru~ docs Mt, he declines to inflict a fine (as in such cases as Pyke'l1,
nl'l!dlShaw'~ and )!ardtons,) and sends S0111e of the best blood in the

4]
at fie h:msA of correction r.w n. period varyiug from seven d~l.Y5 to

Ian ~ 1 o~th EuO'lauJ. to·) i8 g\ll1rJ.ed by n. polished shield ofone ca.en( itr In • 0 , , • L
. ii' t"on which is not enjoyed by the settlemont of Sierra eone.

elY lza I • E 1 d' t h
A au of truculent and violent temper lU ug an IS no so muc

d b mthe fine or even the confinement attached to his offence as he
awe y , . h d d
is by the moral weight of public opiuion formed by an enhg tene an

free press, • "bill b d"
I will conclude my remarks upon this " still.-~orn .' y a vHllng

tIle honourable Council for Sierra Leone to place over lts u.p.hall~wed

grave the following inscription. .
"Here lies interred in an early grave beloved by the arbItr~'y

"minority-detested by the justice-loving public, a power wh~ch

" would have enabled the badly disposed white man to outrage WIth
" impunity the Mricnn upon his own soil."

Major :Blnckall and the European community ~f Sierra L~one

would do well to look to the Gambia, where the whlte and Afl'lcan
live in brotherhood uuder the mild, yet fum and able administration

, of its distinguished administrator, Colonel D'Arcey.

My task is completed for the present. I send forth my pamph~et

to cheer the upright and honest spidts of Sierra Leone-to chastIse
the guilty, the truculeat, and the fawning. I pronounce~ pun~tual~

Consul Burton's book to be a' disgrace to letters, because It unjustly
villifies a people of whom he knew nothing; because he himself and
his pet martyr, Mr, Marston, are the 'Worst eXll:mples that could be
held forth to a primiti\'e race; because he upholds the c?nduct of the
bad men of the Colony; and because he impliedly sanction~ measul'~s~

upon the part, of the government, destructive of the Britlsh consti-

tution and the rights of freemen, . 1

Let me in conclusion, with all good humour, adVIse tile Consul

when again he takes up his pen "to pronounce" after a t~r~e day~

experience, at least to set about his task with a more chrIstian an

'al "t hons havinO' regard to the course of conduct pur-gem splrl, or per "'r I:) ._

sued by him in Johnson's case, he had better not wrIte at .all, remem­
berinO' the wisdom contained in that seutence of the inspIred martyr
of h&y writ, who wished that his adversary might have written a
book,

3, PLOWDE~ BUILDINGS, TEM:PLE,

Lontlol~J Novem'hei", 1865.
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To THE EDITOR

OF TIlE "OnSERYER"

.1\11:. EDITOn Th t I
1 ,- It nrgemllllllOl:it 11 fl.l
K);lhl:c'u, In1,ourcl'o an 1 . se lu class of 1)(31'80118_ 1

, • ' (lielTRnts, whom th . name y,
Qu(.'c 11 s Ad"ocate, and 110,," I;ri l1 et ° .e new bill prcl'ared by the
ClUJ C11IJ,r nlft'ct, OWO 'yOll It d Lt ; tlw:aLle of the Legi:.;In.tive Oouneil
ntb&ck on tIw hilI. tIle ceo gratItuue for YOur able and fW'I :
albJCI:'t <lnil ,se I)oor people are kick 1 rU ess

y 011 the wharf and elRewl " . Ct [lnd llOrsewlrippell
:lll.l (:IIUC'ltio' I J lCl e 111 tIlli; towll L r

, n, nne ,ccause a COlI ,Ie . Y lllen of pORition
t«, Ct)JUl,Ja.in arraiu:-r- tI . 1 of HCl'Vants llave IIRC} th'"

o' .,,, lOU' 11lnRters beD C v COIU'aO'e
JJll'''~lIJ'(! 'I:l.'! JJCCll fl'RUWc1 in ~t o:'e tIle Supreme CllUl't, thio; nov:I
("'Judi le<l\'l!l'l the Rnprcnle C tt.+ er. ehsregard of the 11LW of EUO'land

• Ollh at 1\r .t . 0 r·

f'rth)' nhke) eVitlcl1tly for tIle. Cs lDinster open for the rich anlI
If' , 1 express (

II lel;t H fi'fJl1l allY act' " plll'JlOse of l)I'otect',
, . lOlL'> e{)J delicto in tl . lllti powerful

It 11; KC:!doln, illdeetl we 1 ' f Ie Supreme Court of this Colony
" . 'le:u 0 any f .

J,)~];Jt:fJJ1 lajing violHJlt llltJlfl-; 01 tJ .. , 0 OUl' .African gcntlemen ~f
'leKn," . tr 1 1011 seI'V·l.1lt L t

t"J 111 letied lly Ilettv ('if" ',1, (8, 11 the Leatil1O' amI
\\,111 '1'1" tl' " . 101.1 saw} othe' tl

"

In llJol town OIl the !JOur 1 ,t 18 011 tIle wharf and else-
I JJ."I'·IC{!fi I U" )O.L lUen and 1· b .
• i")' II. .;,mco tIle arrh'al C f' 1\0 ( a Ollrer,"l lH rcn.lly lllost
lIIII"('fl .41 ) rL C.WIled O'ontl

• ' , 1'11110 y put a RtO}' to tl iH I', 0 cmen mUollg ns ho has
JUA w··, J {lHgr'ILCCful stat f hin ' ,

.&y JJl cl(!llluIg' with tIl' . . . e 0 t gl; OIl account of
~J't Ii'" ' J (.!HC Cfi.."'lCH, 1,y con lIb

• ,!JolNtll tli to 1IJ.n]w a /'lmltll. • . Ipe 19 the }JOJ'lJctl'lltors of
III/Iull tillf'u lliel 11<.t 11 t . (;{JJ III II .usntlOll to his clients' Imt' tl '
Ull"J'{,;',J ) I all (Hul tf) tJw thillCT I ,ciS )C:-;O
J /, Jl(~\V ]/wt]wfl, COllllllCIWilllr 'tl 0 a togethcr, 110 has lately
.If'/f~(·I/ll'f'lJflll to I'ay fifty lJOllll{k ~"'tOl WI 1 an 11OnoUl'n.ble doctor whom
", lJ,t'1I1 'd 1 He\'en m • .c.

If
' u t(C~v(!)·c l lCl1'I;c!wJJil'l,ill t , OJ J' . o.uneas. LOr cost;-j for llavinO'

I) "IWI' IlJ I 0 1 Il/ol gl'OOllI It' S' l:l

I
., 11 J'llIily fl'OIU IJl'ofe/ol;-jl"C I' I' I ' 1J'l, ~ n', pmily fin' this

~ "I\~' J 'J . '.11 Jl'a (JllRy 1 .
'J C/l«llt )', tl'lIt l\I J' TIl" nnl notlllllg dse, ns I shall

1"""1"'; til t},j,. Jill . lUly ]Hl~ C(J)JlC ill for . I. 1
J • so ltlgl' n suare of
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Look, Sir, at what took place just before tho preparation of thc bill

by the honourable the Queen's Advocate. Sir, the treasurer of this

colony, Mr. Adolphus Pike, inflicted a scyere cn.stigation 011 his Seryallt

who became ill antI hacl to undergo mellical treatment. The poor man

brought his action in the Snpreme Court, agaiulit the trea.surer, who

quickly, through the influence of some frienll~, arranged the matter with

the man by giving him ten pounds, amI paying the costs of the action,

about fom' pounds more. In the other case, the honOlU'l'Lble Dr.
Bradshaw was the defendant; the plniutiff being his groom; but the

horsewhipping inflctecl by the (loctor 011 his l:ierV,'Lllt was so yer.r scyel'e,

that the honoura,ble (Ioctor's friends cou1<l not get the matter settlcll for

less than £50 for d~\mage8, with seven gninea~ for costs, which were

paid by some kind fdendli on behalf of the (loctor, to the l'billtiff's

attorney. Mr. Pike appearetl in per;;ou to the action ag:tillst him, bnt

there lli no doubt th,\t he consultec1 the honolU'able the Queen's AdYoca.te

about the suit. In the other action the Queeu's Al1YoCi\te figm-ed il.~ the

Attorney of the honolu-able tlefeud,mt. Now, when we fiIlll n hill of

this ~tnu,$/(,al kind coming so smltlenly upon us imllU3cUately after these

two ,lctions, wlU'Lt is the natural inferencE' to be drawn when we know

that this measure i.::l the offspring of the AUorney for Doctor Bl-adshl.1.w ~

As a m.a.tter of COUl-:;e to lmt t\ l;t0!l to n.ctiollS by servants against their

mastel'S. It means this or nothing. Are we then) Sir, to be tuld by

some 'wily members of the Cht\mbol' of Commerce, thl.\t the object of the

bill is to protect Europcan and Afl.'ican <'Llike from h<1.1'$11 actions 1 Thiq

kinel of rea80uing may sati::;fy one llloeetiJ1lg of the Cha.mber before the

latent motive of the father of the bill be eXlloscd, llUt after your n,hle

article against the measure, I may Stue1y assert that the Chttml,cr of

Commerce will Pil..'lS ,\ strong resolution l.l.g'1.inst the bill at their next

meeting. It i:-; nut long sinee this same honomablu Doctor Bmc1sh,,,w

was the defenda.nt in an action by Doctor Manley for sla.nc1er of Doctor

Manly's profession, which he, Doctor Bra.dsha.w was cOlliltminell to
settle. It is only the nctiollil of tho Supreme Court that keep these

powerflU officiills in chock. They C.l,\re nothing for n summons from. the
police com't.

Now, supposing the bill was the In.w of the colouy ((.t tlte time
Messrs. Pike anel Brat6haw committel1 the injuries just referred to, let
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ttti • ('urlttil'c how their cases wUllltl ha.ve IJeell ills )o::;ell of
:lctl..U... the mell Were BO l}oor p .. t tl. I, In both

• ·.lJ.i.L lley were cOlllpelletl to . ,
to dacli' own att01'liev for tIle. t f glVe secIU'Ities

J p,lymell 0 cotU't fe ' 1 :D
g't'ntlenmu would havc allY tJ . t I' es, Je ore the learneu

• nllg 0 co with their a t" ,
tltel'cfOl'e, re..'Ulonn,Llc to suppose that they were liot . C lOllS: . It seems,
ndtlitiulll11 HCCUrity for thc p' t f h III n, posItIOn to give

• .lymen 0 t e co~ts of their I 't,
tLe ~t11n'ell1c Vourt would lJa,ve heen closed ncr,' ,na.s Cl"::l. Hence,
1'.al1l<'rh·, wa...;, ther<.-'£' 'tl' o·un:;t them. Theil'

• .. 01 e, ill le pohce com-t to )le I tl .
UO"'lUl:-;t twu of tlw mOISt now>.J!. I ·1 ' . 1 It( len' Own cause

J.' eI·.lU all( llltelligent offici·tIs . tl
t llC l'l'(.'si<li.ug 1ll<tgi:>trate being either l\Iajor Jones tl "I~ Ie c.olouy ;
'11' ){I". :\[onf.<lh"w, hi-; 3..'5si.'5t'lnt 1 Ii, .' lC po ICe magIstrate,
, • ' }O ce mn.oJ.fjtr~te' 1 tl '
"'1I~ tIll' lICl·solI.a1 £1,'. 1, f 0' , , )0 1 lllagL,>trates

U<.:IH IS 0 the tl'G·t~1U'eI·· 11I. ·t ~ . . . ,Ul< lOnourH,hle doctol' I F
e J l;"'lu IIlC to'·; t 1 . . al'

llJ:;~llU<.L '0 t Iat eIther of the nm .'
'{'"lle lliJ.; duh· . b t 't ' glStr<1,tc:s would not hlwe

J, n 1 would cCl-tamly' . , , .
In'll"et{ COUlWrC :611' the t 'lequne a cOllRl<lemhle amouut of

o \VO servants to f.'we tIl '" ,t
"'11:11. (\\'11' \ 1IlL en lllc1.<; e1'S at the l)olice

1 vrHl ( pro ilL Iy 1J . .
1 ,',. l' C accommodated WIth scnts on the be I)
111 ", l.WN! CU'Clllll..;i;nnct'.'l without leO"~l .. ' "t. nc 1 ,

0'" a:-;~1'l ,1.llCe, If ther'.£' I' thJ"""1" ";('ITilllb; lmd not 1h'e Ii ., . , . ,\,;.1,0 e, ose
wllulrl fie tIi'lt t1 .. . 11!P HeilS c.wh to retum Coull~el, the probability

, IC)" uu ( not In\"' '1
'lllli tIll'se two Ilc.fo1ll"'lllt.., "'011111' c appe'l:'el at the pulice Court at all ;

I." (l'lVe l'l'lna I ' Iill IJCltl .... 1 ,. ,mOl unpulUS 1O<1 :fill' wllat was
I C.lliL'! 11"lltal a:-;H'mlt:-;. n t .' 1

e:'HlIIN.J 'Ill tJ 1 "I" II WIt 1 or \vithont He a~si::;t<Ulce of
, • JC reI 1"C,';;-; t lC 11l1-Vr i...tl" t II b

},tlII!'lIII'H "'.1" t .1 I 0 It e COli l Y 1:Lw lUlVC giyen these
", 0 (Iruer C;U: 1 of tl 1 £ <1a

tlli., to" a11q' t] • , lC (e en llt::; to pay five pnun(l<;; and
Ie pOOl' COlllplaDl'llltH 1 II t

tillir', Ill;,l l,ai,l tJ '. ' , la( 01; two days of their valuable
, lell COllJ;:-;el and doctor:-;' hills S· , I

(oll;IIII'\"('C j" ,.nl11 1 '" n, the Chamber of
. ''-'J pOHl.Je (J1Jlr of w ,n t I .

f jJt' j;lI; I I<. I1t'C of '1 ft. ' t 0 (0 COmll1erCllLlmen, who uncler
II' ;\f.lIH'U HwI ].1' l:W WIly mCl11bol's (who care nothing for the ])001'

.l IOllrCI':-! who are kicked almo t 1 il ) .
1,.,1'1"\·(' tl1l' ol/j'I'ct /If tl '., ' , 'S (a y, are ea:;ily led to

, • J I., 1n11 II'! to lll'otect tI ..' .
...:/\« t ... ' flllt J 1 lem ,lgiLlllst IllLl':;!t !lch(Jlls by

, ..., , W 1('11 t ICy Hhnll have 1'" 1 T' • b . ,
Ill"" ".", IIwl ]J1;ll!IJ 1;11 f ..11 ,C,ll ~ om a Ie article agall1:-;t the
1 Cv lOW the:lr I)Wll pOOl' COL t 'II.£'

t ,I; I'/Jli('l~ (;Illl!'! if 11 • 1;Jl 1 III l'ymcll WI llll'e at
- W I. JCCOlnc la.w I ',. .

fiu' gil' 'lw CIr J ' am COllVlllced It WIll l'eqlllre
., ~ JlPWllCO t. llLll their a1Jlc' 1 t· I. '

iu.ltlc',. tJlC'111 I, t ] ,Ull a cilted PreSIdent po;-;sesses toL' Hl1l'I,OI' t w 1,m But S' I I
i~ 1I!.·'1 ;:\1 'It"L"J 'f ' ,11', llLve stated that this bill
, • "'" -;: (Ill 4 d', Hall!\' aI"
.J/·.III'lt~ .. ' it i tl. , ol' ~1llg, no douLt, fI'om profcsi:iional

., H ,I) g"I1(mt! 0l'llllOll that tl Q 1

Ie neen s Advocate in point of
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Iegn,l abilities is unahle to cope with )Ir. Raiuy. This has been mn.nifest

in an the grea.t Ctl.:5C:-; in which both k:u'nd gentlm>lcll. ha,\"\,) been oppn.,od

to each other.

In t1w case of J.wrett t1,gainst M3:jor J'ones, it was entil'l'ly owing to
the superoir t1,'bilities of Ml'. R.ainy that the Queen's A{h-ocate was

unable to sUl)port the conyictions of the magistrate, the honor~\ble and

learnecl gentleman being tu.ken by surprise at the interpretation put

upon the cla.use of the police ordinance upon which Mr. J al'l'ctt ana
others Wel\~ illegany couyictml for using n.llegecl false me:\Slll'e:'l: the

Queen's Advocn.te lla.tlllot the abilities to answer tho objection, and tilc

convictio1ls broke down as a matter of CO\1l'Se. Look again at the great

ejectment C~1.SC of RU."lllC v. Freeman, c....n there be any doubt that that

CllSe was grossly mismanaged by the Ql1Cen'8 Advocate. Did anyone

ever hear of such ~onsense as the nom-mit point. made by him, thu,t 20

year~ possession by Rushie of the land in question was not proved

when the honora.bIe and learned Advocate had the crown grant under

which Rnshie claimed, signed by Governor BIackall in. 1863 staring him
in the face! Mr. Ellitor, wha.t n. sad a1lau' the !)rosecution by the

Queen's Aclvocl1.tc of the ship "Ricarclo Schmidt" wa.,,;·~ Why, sir, one

would hayc thought from the written defence put on the file by Mr.
Rainy for the owners of tIle vessel, and the able l1lr.'tllller the defence was

cnmlucted for six days, that Mr. Rainy hacl been engaged in Vice­

AJmiralty practice for yeal'S, whereas it was his fil':5t CH.se. The Queen's

Ath·ocate was completely outwitted by his len,rued rivaJ upon the Sa,rtli­

nian Treaty (the bacl l'emling of which probably induced him to ~l.clvise

the se1.znl'e,) and even npoil the facts elicited from the Queen's Advocate'~

own witnesses, Mr. Rainy completely and successfully turned the t...bles

against the prosecution. Agn.in, there is the case of the "America,"

triecl before the Prize Court in August last, was not that case very

nearly lost to the ca,ptol'S by bad m~Ulagement. The 1e..'lJ:ned Queen's
Aclvocate had before him the tret'tty for the space of two months, which

plainly and lli::ltinctly stH.ted that no c..'1Se in that C01U,t coulcl be tried

after it had been in COl.U,t for two months without the captOl'S first en­

tering into bond, and yet, the case was bl'Ougllt to trial after the two
months without the bond required by the Treaty being given. Altho~h

the l)oint raised by 1\11'. Rainy was overruled and the ship condemned,
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we 11.:1.\"0 he....l'd the case i.8 fa.r from being, at an end; Counsel ha'Ving
ad,'ise.d an action against one of the J udgel:! of the Prize Court for the

PUl'llOSC of te.c;ting the legality of the decision 11l'ollmmced on the point.­
But ill tllis ,'ery case did not Mr. Rainy OCCUIJY the attention of the

Pl"ize Com"t fo1' 12 hours, owing to the imperfect manner the case of the

cnptol'S was bl"Ought before the Judges, demolishing every argument. acl­

\1ll1cc<1 by the Queen's Advocate witl1 such consummate tact and ability
as to ("llllllllallCl tIlC UIJpl'obn.tioll of parties in favour of the captors! The

l"eillj' of tbe Queen's Advocate to Mr, Rainy's argnment was actnally

hiN-l'd 1,S a. few European gentlemen in court. If we turn to the pro­

CCCtlil1gn in the case of the Sabraon, we still :find the Queen's Advocate
una,l,le to deal ,,,itll a very simllle matter without committing gra'Ve

errors.
In the great case of Messrs. l\fa1filtre v, Montagne, it was gene­

rally felt that it was a pity the learne,l defendant did not conduct his
own case. The defence was so ...reak as to amount to no clefence at all,
:it.d tllC arguments of the Qlleen'l'l Advocate matelially contributed to
the defe;lt of his leamed client. 'rhe Queen's Advoca,te has also been

'·Cly UIlJiuCOOSfiful in all the criminal cases of importance whenever

~fJo. Rainy lm.'i been oppOl;ed to hinl.

It is ob"io1U;, therefore, tllat it iq solely to his inability that the

l,ou"1'able the Queen's Advocate iR not, as you Mr. Editor very justly
!'euJlII'k ill the ltalJit of "tul'ning clients away with the cash," whibt it

in tile Clm,;Ulllt llauit of Mr. Rainy, as is well known to every one, to

l'cfuxc cllKlJ unless lim client'li inBtmctiolls lead him to suppose they have

guml CllJ«~/{. In ro;llOrt, to Hpeak the truth, as it should be told, the

QU('(o(l'li Aclyocntc llaB 110 large private practice, whilst Mr. Rainy holds
g('Jwl'al retainers fl'om more than two-thirds of the commercial COnIDlU­

IJity (EUI·{Jpca.n and Aflican) llaving a private practice which brings him
in a Vl.'l'Y large income. In tl'utll, the learned gentleman is so over

lnJJ'tlumcd with lJllfolincsl; that it ie a wonclel' how he gets through IUs

wUI·l, W) f.llltiHflwtol'lly to lIif:! numerous clients.

1n tl,,~oo circumstanooR, it is ridiculous to suppose, i1nd no one will
fur a Iuo,u<mt fmnolls1y believe that 1.11', Rainy is in the habit of "in­
ttllciJlg IJartws not having property in this colony to bring actions fre­

'tUf.'ntJy for the eSl'l'CI:lH l,ul'pose of extorting monies from defendants,"
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. 1 cannot spare time for this kind of
the learnecl. ghe~tle:Utan le

d
"1:: ~n.xiety and trouble. And yet it :is tbis

. whlC 18 a" ence 1\11" "D.• ' Y
bl.lsmess , Advocate makes alTainst .lU\"• .I;l,l\m •

t"on the Queenso. . 1
very Mensa 1 t havID<J' any property ill thIS cOlony

th bill allelTes persons no 0 7
II Whereas e ,0. " • the Supreme Com-tfi'eq'Uent~y

l d t brmO' 'tctiou,"3 for wrongs ill ,I!'
II are ilu ~(,ce 0 I:) '1' 1 • tation ol!' extorting la'l'ge 8'U'nltS q,

'Urpose an(lI ~'l~ tfte expec u .
"for the express jJ 1.. t't.. h successful in obtaining a verdict,

fr the defendants w11.O, '11.oug
" fiiffiZey om '. from the plaintiffs the heavy costs
" wou1el have no chance of recoverm

g
£ .:s~'n'" 't.. n,,~~o1lS" Surely this

Id b ut in de en..........g sUCU <IN"" •
II to which they wou e p .L f tmn!!S existinO' before the

. t have reference to a ~taLe 0 I:) l:) . 'ed
allega,tion canno If 't oU<J'ht to have been rectifi

f ,,11".. R~y in this colony. so, 1 l:l, d
al'rival 0 J.Y.U'. M Ita' is the individual referre

't th . fore follows that 1'. my d to
long ago; I ete f ther lawyer who has been employe
to, llS we are not aware 0 anyo., .j,.,., to this colony about two

. • Mi.' Ramy S re"U.rn •
bring these actions smce •. Q' Advocate making his bill

S· I nrotest l'l.('I'"eU1lSt the ueen: s
yoors ago. 11', r -0 '.l': ther reason tlU\t I can see,

f ;ttack on Mr Rainy lor no 0 ,
the vehicle 0 an a; • • '. The alle!lation in the billllointing a~
than that of pl'OfesslOua1 Jealousy. °t:1. learned O'entleman has

h il: ecessary and as ,11.e 0
Mr. Rrony wa.q way unn . ' 1_' '\. b the way le!!islates for the

. th 1 msI tive cmmcil (wuIC11. yo. _u·
not a seat m e el:) a . 't.. ~ unn.ble to defen(l himStul

d d ) and. la t11.el"eJ.ore
People with close 001'S , • . hy the Queen's Advo-

., additional re~onw
before the legislature; It la on ., • this distinrttlished legnl

.1:.. t d his miSsiles ~oams I:)

cate should not have w.fec e bill' holly· untl."U.e: it must be
• 't.. ble of the la W ..L't..rival. But, m, t11.e lll"eam • . it by layinO' before vue

Q 's A.dvocate can prove l:)
ex.plUlged, unless the ueen ,.re ihowin<J' the numel'OUS

fr the master s OlUCC, 5 0
le!rlslatllre a return 'om ceeded and not been able

o .' h' h defendants have suc
actions ex dell,cto m w lC I ""loed tllat no su.ch return

P~ainti:ffs am as",,"
to cret iheir costs from poor . l.t nl a"-out a do~en of these

b . R' has brouO'u 0 Y .U
can be obtained. ~'. amy -° th havID.<J' been settled or

. ,_ h been tried, the 0 el'S °
actions two of wbicu ave - ..l:~O' before the Court--

, ition of two now pen\,Ull/:l
discontinued, with the excep .d' U1' la1't!e population.
a very small number indeed COnsl; ermg 0 .L~ ~ not a m.em.ber of the

,. Q '8 Advoca"" 18
I undel'Sta.nd, sir, tile ueen kn 1 d<J'e of law in some remote

. . , d his little OW e /:I < his
English bar, havmg a.cqune • • This will pl'Obably account for
{lorner of St. Vincent or TJ,'lllldad. h _:.I "'-orldnO' stu<lent for

. Rai who was a t)j£u... I:)

inability to cope mth :Mr. ny, d :1•. has been eleven years at the
. th T -~. Temple an: WilOseveral yeM'S m e .J.,UJ.J.er ,
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b:Ll', tie'''en of which he has been in actual practice, and has seen roue]l

l,mctic~. Let the Queell'R AdYocate do the sanlP, and he will have no

l'Cl\~lIn t? ~ny l\ll-. RnillY hi.e:; large prn,cticc, and meW hereafter probably
3,'''(I1d n SUUillll' rehuke as that wllich you have just yery properly
p.cltniui'iteretl to Mm, tlmt he i'5 not ill the habit of turning clients away
witIt the ca~h.

Jnimary, 1~G.5. Yours, truly,

SCRl:l'ATOR.

SUPREME COURT.

B~fore Hie; Honor JORN CARR, Chief Jnstice.

AjJ1'il 3'/'(l, 1865.

RAH."Y ~'. MARSTON.

TillS Wa."l :11) action of ejectment, brought by Mr. Rainy, the well-known
lJil1·liJ.itel·, against Thoma.s Mnrston, csq., ma8ter of the courts, to obtain

tIle }l1'):"\l'cH:-lioll of a hOlL'5e-Mr. Rainy opened the case to tbejmy: he

tillid tlmt, although lw was plaintiff ill the matter, he was simply acting
ur; .t111sti'e for IIi"! client Mr. Hughes, who was the purchaser of the
l,r0l'crt)'. The defendant, Mr, :Jim'ston, who was ,vell known to them,
ntHI who was the occupant of the house for wllich the nction had been
lmlllgllt, l'CnlRed tu give it up on receiving notice to quit, IH;mce the cause of
:lCtillll. The accm,iomed writ had been i'lsucd. (the learned gentlelllr.'1Jl
)U')'(' read the writ,) and an appearance had been entered for Mr.
MaJ"Hton, 1)y his honorable and learned friend the Queen's Advocate,

TIle facts were briefly told; about the year 18GO, the defendant in the
caJole took thc houHe in question from a Mrs, During, whose husband was
Hying ot tIw time, and paid her the rent. About a ymr ago, Mrs. During)
tIll" wife (If MI', During, who had lived apart from her husband for
H(!\'cl'al yel1l'li, dicl], leaying no chilur1n l)y her llUl'lhancl. It must be.

1'(!JrwfI11,erccl, aH Ill! lllul 1l11'Cfuly statc(U that the defendant, Mr. Marston,

W'lJ' tIw tenant of Ml'Jol, Dm1ng, sho being a proprietor in her own right
of the hO\lHc, as well as mlUlt it be told, that Mr. Durina' durina' the life·
• .J!]' , 0 0

tnnc ('1 11Jol wu<>, anll wlJile they were living apart, never interfered with
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the pl:operty as he had a right to do. The rents were l'eceived by :Mrs.
During until her death, and when she died, Mr. During went to :Mr.
Marston and· claimed the rent. :Mr. :Maxston l'efused to pay any l-en.t
to :Mr. During on the ground that Mrs. During having died intestate,
with no heir, her husband had no legal right to the property. In this
emergency Mr. During applied for advice to a lawyer, who appeared to
have concun'ecl in Mr. Marston's view of the law; but he was also of

opinion that as the Crown would not interfere against a lawful
husband in such a case, it would be as well to come to some settlement
with Mr. Marston, in order to get him to become Mr. Dm-ing's tenant,
who would thus be legally entitled to receive the rentS, unless the Cl"OWR

saw fit to take the property. Mr. MaJ.-ston was applied to, and was

offered £100 in cash if he would become :Mr. DUling'S tenant, This

offer being accepted by Mr. Marston, :Mr. Dming had !too provide the

moner, but owing to some peculiar circumstance of ::Mr. During, he
could not obtain or raise the money, and thus the matter remained in

abeyance fOl' several months, when in the course ofconvm:mtion with a
third party, it came to the konwledge of Mr. During's pl"Ofessional

adviser, that Mrs. Dming had died in debt, which cll'Cumstance com­

pletely altel'ed the state of the affair. Upon this fact being ascel'tainecl,

it was clear that l\Ir. During having the li.ght to administel' to his wife's
personal estate could, by taking out lettel'S of administration, dispose

of bel' l'eal estate in pUl'Suance of OUl' local ol-dinance, subjeoting real
estate to the payment of debts, and making l'eal estate chattels for that
purpose; therefore, after paying her debts, any money l'emaining in the
hahds of Mr. DUling would legally belong to himself. :Mr. During was

howeTer advised, that as he had made an offer to MI... Marston, he was
in honoUl' bound to fulfill it, notwithstanding the turn. mattel'l'l had.
taken. In the mean time, a considerable amount ofl'ent was due by Mr.
Marston, and the sum of £50 was offerecl to him in addition to the l-en.t
due by him, which was about £50 or more, if he would become Mr.
During's tenant. This being declined by ::Mr. :Mmmn, who insisted on

the ong'mnal offer beinO' carried out in its integrity, namely, that he be
o •

paid. £100 in addition to his l'etaining all l'ent due up to the tlme of
payment; Mr. Dtu'ing saw fit to assert his legal lights, which he

promptly did by tn,king ~Ot1t lettel'S of administra.tio~ and adverti.qjng
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the property for sale. The property was advertised for sale on the ill-st
of December last, in the usual way, in the newspaper, but it was
sold till the ·22nd of December. After notice had been served ll;~
:Mr. Mal'Ston, and :6.neting that we were determined to oust him out of
possession, he instantly discovered that he was a crown tenant and
sheltered himself under the protection of the 10nora1)le and le~ed
gentleman, the Queen's Advocate. He s~d, "Oh, I am a crown tenan.~"

whyi because having failed in his stipulation-not hn.ving succeeded in
obtaining the £100, lIe became angry, and was ready to give up the
property to the Crown. He would never have thought of doing so, If
he had succeeded in obtaining the sum stipulated. Gentlemen, he
fulled in obtaining the £100, and then when he was pusheel to give up
possession, he l'emembereel the crown. The animus on the part of the
defendant was patent, and he (Mr, Rainy) was more surprised when
he heard that he was sheltered under the wings of the honol~ble and
learned gentleman who, instead of issuing a comll1i<;sion of Escheat to
inYez:;tigate the rights of the Crown, had appeared here to defend ag-ainst
the int.el"est of the colony in favour of one, who never admitted that he
was a Crown tenant until he failed in his stipulations entered into for his

own pecuniary benefit. He (Mr. Rainy) apprehemled that it was not the
duty of a Queen's Advocate to support meastu'e~ against the Crown.
Hi'.llearned friend was well aware of all the fa~ts, and yet, instead of
adopting an honourable COlu'Se anel properly advi'5mg 1\11'. Marston­
keeping in view the interest of the Cro"\\'U, had lent his hand to sheltel'

him against the interest of the Crown. 'Vas this, gentlemen of the jill'll
a proper step of the Queen's Advocate? Should not the interest of the
Crown govern minor interest? A Queen's Advocate receiving the well
nwul'Jc(l salary of £700 a-yea1', should refuse to act in every case
wberc thc intel'est of the Crown was concerned, He should not allow
J~ I,rivaw Ill,actice to interfere with his d~ties to the colony. He
ought in this case to have adopted the hono~able course and refm;ed to
cntcl'tainjlI1'. Marston's defence, more especially, when the facts con­
nected with the case were disclosed. It wal:! all well to say that Ml',
l\1al'loIton Iutd Wlitten to the governor, but when did he do it? .After he
fUiled witil 1Ill! stipu1atiollil, and having the hope of getting the property
f1'(.1111 thc govcrnment as a sort of official residence. TIlls was his anticL
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~. n which could be ~thered from his behaviour aftel' he did not
pallLo , .
obtain the £100. Why was not a commission issued nnd the property
confiscated 1 The learned gentleman here entel'ed at great length int~

th
conduct of the other side in getting up the defence, and quotede • •

various authorities to show that the defendant could not claun po~esslon,

that he was only a tenant, and could be ousted out of possessIon after

roper notice, The leaI'll.ed gentleman also alluded to the defence the
~efendant was likely to Ime, and after commenting ,on it, concluded

by calling his first witness :-
JOHN MEHEux, sworn.-I am attesting witness to the Indentme

produced, dated June,1838. Lot conveyed 209, from John Hamilton
to Ann Saunders; she was afterwards married to D. T. DlUiug. I know

she was in possession since 1838 to her death.
Oro8s-erewminea.-.AJ:m Saunders became the wife of DUling. I do

not know whether she had any children for DUl-mg.
W. C. WALCOTT sworn.-I am the editor of the newspaper called

the ObSfJl'V8'1', in this city. Papel' pl'Odnced dated 1st Dece~ber, 186~,
was issl.1eel the day or ~ day after. The paper was largely cll'Oulated, It

. conttlined an advertisement for sale of the lot of land, about 200 and

more copies wel'e ch'C\uated. .
D. T. DURING sworn.-I knew Ann Saunders, she was my 'Wife

,

she is dead; certificate produced is the marriage certificate when we were
marl'ie<.l M.y wife hael a house and lot when I mal'1ied her; the lot

u ri£ di: d theNo. 209 is now in the possession of defendant. J.u.y ~ e e on
18th December, 1863, When my wife died, I believe I went to l\Il',

:t ':th lawyer to Mr
Marston but I am not positive; I wen WI my ~ .

, l' , him £100 and
Mar~'ton; when we went thel'e, clefendant askee to give ,

t 'th ' consequently he wottlel
he wOltld come to some arrangemen WI me, ,
not say anything to the CroWD.., as he thought I had no chilel by my wife.
I a!ITeed to ~Ye the £100, and to eleduct the £50 which w3.S due to my
wif:: Defe:dant objected to this, he wanted the whole £100 before he

. hAft' the al'1'3,D.O'ement he was to
came to some arranrrement Wit me. at l:>

o • £50' I
ac"knowledO'e my title and pay the rents. I managed to l'3JBe ,
raked· the £50 'about a month after I saw Mr, Marston; :Mr. Hughes
infol'llletl Mr. Rainy that my wife died in debt; after I raised the £50

him th £~O· he
I went with Mr, Rainy to l\Ir, l\Ial'Ston, and offered e;) ,
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refused it, iUl<lSl:.:tid he wanted. £.100 or he w...o.tu·.·..·. d··....·.. 1 'd.. '.. , .. . .. ..... .. app y an get th '
)~I'tJ~ easil! ; defendant l'efused to pay thebae:k rents (£5"0 lOs. e pIG-

di(lnot think I deserved it; Mr. Rainy said .to.defendant he wo) as he
the property for me; Mr. Rainy llJldmyself went away d uld get
month after I took out letters of adminis·...t "'"ti' . .... I ,an about aI.o . on ; went to Mr H
myself and ~ad so~e talk with him; afterwards he came to JIll:. ~~
and ~. Rainy asslSted me in, selling the preiliises : I exeented the ~d
of lot ...09. Note produced was rnven to me for th b 1 .£ 100' . o. . e a ance, I receIved

casl~ from Mr. Rainy for Mr. Hughes. I was sued by}b's Marsh
at the police comet for nursmg my wife' the .Queen's Ad te .• 1 •• • . .). .. voca was the
JU< ge SItting ,nth Mr. Quin; I l)aid Mrs Marsh th. . .. e amount as judg
lllcnt was agamst me; 1\-fr. Huggins said to me,I am told you have th:
large property, go to Mr. 1\farston, get the rent and pay that
WOlll,Ul; I went to 1\lr. l\Iarston and ask d him t poorJ • •• •.e .. 0 pay the nurse from
t Ie 1(.llt of the house, he sald he would not pay it. About two or three
mont]u-; :tft€r ll1J" wife's death l\Irs. lIarsh sued me; :Mr. HuO"ciru; did
not say the house belonged to the Crown' 1\1y. -:~e I aloe) ) . ..~U, owee sever persons'
"le owed T. 'V. Hughe.~ £2 18s. ; she oweel chris. Taylor £1 10 . sh'
ow(!<l 1\fr. J. B. Pratt also; I contracted with JYfr J M S S. J el h £ . ••. angster to
Jury er 01' some 20 odd pounds; she owed Bidwell 6s.. Eliza J t._~ ,

9·' . 81 d hI' , ouu:;on1'>., 'Ie owe t e aundress £1; I borrowed the money to a the
laundress, ana lowe money still. p Y

Cro8s·EaxtmiJzecl by the Queen's A·' ·t H .uvoca e- as not yet pilld
Hughes £.2 18s.; I have not yet paid Christoper Taylor the £l10s .
I haye not yet paid 1\11'. Pratt: I have paid if. M. Sangster about t~~
or three ;nolltllll after my wife's death about £20 ; I have paid Eliza.
~olmiSo~ 98. for shop rent of my wife; I have only paid Sangster £20,
.m~ ~hza. Johnson, and also the nurse; Mr.· Marston applied to me for
the ,t100 ; I have been there before when I was summoned by the nurse
l1Jo. lfarston refused to pay; I never offer?dl\'Ir. Marston anyt~
WlJCll I went a~olle; When I went\ to Mr, .. Marston, Mr. Uainy :first
HIHJke ; lIr. Ramy said I . II I t

l
.' . Ie c.... ec I 0 see about. the rent and arrange

nbont 1m'Ing of the place; Mr. l\:btston sa.idi.f I wanted him to arrange
I Waf~ to give him £100 ; I offEll'cd to f,-ive him £50 ancl £50 from the
j'(mt, lh, 1!al'8toll B"~d l' • old .'• . ...... lC wou not make any armnO'ement unless I
l'IlY hun £100 down. No arrangement has been X:ade n~ to this
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Dloment ; I went to the house Mrs. During wa'!livPlg'~ft~r~el'~e~th,
she was not buried yet, I receiveel prQpertyin her;1)OS!\~ssi9:~~he4, I
receivec17 rings; a chain, not real gold,one lacHes' goldcl.l3.iIl,JV~gr~g
apparel of no value, which I distdbutecl; I gave sOUle t~·~~~Filltlt
Rachael, Mama, a god-child of hers, Sarah Aun;Sheleftthl'~~,ll~u';;
Bobbs gold; old trnnks, about four half-dozeu secoud~haride(lc~ue
bottom chau'S, oIel be(l, oIel broken t~ble, three kniYesall.df~r~~,;~bout
eight plates, some trade spoons, about a dozen haudkerch~efs,,~~e'Was
robbed previous to her e1~afh; I went there, she left 0lleg?lcl ne~k!~ce,
I sold two rings to J. 1\1:. Sangster for £4, £6 for the necklaceal),elchain ;
the other necklace was of no value, the other two rings not :wol;~h·5ol' 6

shillings each, I have disposed of the eaN'ings for about 8. shilling~~~ch ;
I (10 not recollect to whom I sold them; the chains are secondllaucl,
they are worth 2:3. aud 6el. each. The table don't. worthauyt1li.ng, the
knives and forks were wOleth about 6el. each, theplates~vo~'1::ll.·ltbout
2s. and 6el., the iron spoon,., I 801el for Is. for the tWo(lozeIl,theW~tead
about £1, I g;:we away the handkerchiefs. l\frs. DurPlghi\:el.a lot ill
Rawdon Street, I never sold it, No. 117 ; Th.omas Bl'ightco~tl~\ct~el to
pay for the lot but refused to pay owing to l\Ir.Marstou: Idi<i.in.tend
to sell this lot and pay the debts. A ~leed of this lot is l'egis~l~ but
the amount not paid, I sole1 some things, nl)out lOs., olelkettle~,~ans ;
I bacl a child by Mrs. During after marriage; it lived aho1.lt ludfa"ehyi;

Mr. Weeks
'

mother attencled her, au old woman lIrs.llama nudLogan.

This was the l)laintiff~s cuse.
The Queen's Advocate said that he hacl a few legal objections to

make, as he <liel not think the case had been sufficiently profeatO,go to

the jury. These were the objections he intended to lll~ge:~alli~(llllini~­
trator had no power to sell, the legal e~tate was not .ves~eeVili~~l~rttdull­
nistrator under the ~rdinance, until he ha(tobtaineclletters?f,a~l1Uinis­
.tration, if at all; the ordinance haying no allllsioutOP~~'SSIlJ;dying
intestate. If he hael power to sell, as in this case, itwasn?~~~r'Cised
according to the ordinance, tberefore the deea w3:sin!~li~~,~h~ leg~ll
estate was in the Crown and not in the plaintiff's on thegr?l.1lJ.~.t~at tIle
deceased died intestate-without heirs. On the. dea~llj?r:~h~dtfe.ctsed
the legal es~'tte wa~ vested in a thi.rd party,. the Cro'?:~'t1.%~~e;plaintiff
could not recover. A malTieel woman was not liable"'for1;lel',de1jts, <lnd
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.. 1 t1i" cr.'n lS59'.'rknoWM:rs.:M:ar5h;,t;:ii~ver'~gq,]~:'lf~r ·housefor

:~:t:~ :rthr~e~ieatS;'1b:alieve:Mr•.:Dilfitfg.m:~;,rle<l1~ 18i6 or
.. "1' t: ])'ariietTayIOr:Utirin'Q: :':Inever ihe"ard:8lie'Jiaa:~!Ii:~cn,.11dfor .)J:r.
~~.; .;. i nevef'lillew!slle:w~~dJ1,.the~fall1il.y~~~+.y,~~o#,lt~e time '!5~e ..
.. ,ur~~it thetimi(ofher.d:eath "'M~8~])urili~:fs8i<lto ,llle'.she had· tj:o

=i£~:~:a:~~d~~~:::;eanamea::JOknY;'I,WOnld have
.' .. .3·.b'.·.. '1\ ... · ~';[V" '~T 'Lnn'y 'lSdead'he:,was about,20

Or088;.exam~neC1J . y:~r.~amY~cJ~ll ..... ,: ,.·_,'.;'!.:i::ic;.~ '.<.
£ wheIl'he'dlea.; 'Mrs:Ddring:~~rrie<1::u:f/~~'G'.or 184T; I

r~a!il:ot:~:ained;awaY:frbm' the.doloIir:m~r~:;~~~~1foAA';~eeks, -at:iulr·
o::etime; I was asked,by~sorrle ·olle:forM~rt)\Jffi.:Slll.!ki,~md,s~nt:.;~o
show where she was;TaisomBn:tidJ1ecl¥~~~:~~~~h.!~~;~~e~ a~one w~o
'had been nursingM.rs.J)urin~whe~:she:was_i1l.;·,';Iwasbusy ·In

getting some evidence~aboutthis·caBe. .: _>,-~.,::'~ . ..- .
. Re~examineit ';by the Que-en'B:Ad~o~a~;:~~%~~~~k!edii I1tli

ew-

;~~~~S~i~:~~:L::rfi;~~o;~7:···

. .-~....
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therefore the 11l"Ollel'ty CO\1.1<1 not haye been sold lmder the ordinance.
)I~ contended thnt these })oiuts quite invalidate the action, and that it
~ not sufticient to go to the jm'Jr ,

His Honour, without Ciilling on 1\Ir. Rainy for a reply, said, that he
would allow tho case to go to the jtu-y, subjecttQ the legal objectioll8
~~ .

The Queen's Advocate then opened the case for·the defendant, and
Mter nvering tllat the llel'SO~ll allusions of the.learned counsel on the
otJlet- Qde were extmlleous to the matter.at issile;alld that his learned
friend gellemUy indUlge<l in these l'emarksto h'l;itafuJilin, but he would
ttlq,ys romaiu as1irDl as a rock, against which the'd.~hing billows could

DOt etrect, contended tb~\t ~fl'. During was not the~iightful owner, and
that Mrs. During bad left sufficient personal })rop~rty to pay her debts.

Tho honoumble aud leaJ.ued gentlellk'\ll tolclthe jl1rythat he was entitled
to;l \~ct) llud thnt the I.-loW on the point was qtiite clear, and con­
eluded by Ctllling-

TuollAS lliRsroN, the defendant, whose evidence will be found

fu~n 1
lUltr A~:s- CunKE. Sworn.-I knew Mrs. Aim During; lwas

uith her when ahe died; I knew ~Irs. During'shtfsband, Mr~D'uringJ
1 did Dot sea him come to the house after MrsJD~ririg's death:l saw
lIr. During sell something after 1tlrs.. death; ··hE{ sold the . things
4 few days after lIrs. During's death ; Mr. DIlring~d Mr. Sa.ng~ter:

Ile4led the boxes in the house; I saw goldbedd,chain, and :rllfgs; I
did not sce'wootthings in the truuks; when shewasJiviucr I saw two

• 0

rJup on hcrhand.
c,Tou-examined by Mr. Rainy.-One Overseer at Wellington

JJrought meta the Queen's Advocate; I lived> at .A.llen'sTown;be
took me to Lawsen too.;

Tuo$. G. L~WSON. SWOl'll.-Gover~meJ1t Jlltel'preter: Iktiow·
lin. Dllring since'lS26, to the time ofller death'~iii:Decemberi863; .

... . ......•.....................•....•....,.... . .'
I knew llcr infimately; she hadpersoJ1al:propertyi.l'{~saw shelia(l~in'
lS02, 3 goIdnecklaee; I\don'tthink~a~f'0~~iCq~~givemoreWtin

:~O.~~~i :l~:~ :~:~n,:1h::~~:~1?:~£~(j~~j~:ti:~f)~~~ ...•..
..firth 15.~. cael1; ldidnot f!eeherclothin~--at-lier':d~ithIsa.w:aolIle;oi:('

0, ..' .. ', _...'Cc:c ' ,c.
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(See 1Jage 37,)

GOVERNOR BLA.OKAL1'S IRISH TENA.NTS.

Subscriptions from Governol' Blackfill's Tenants in Ireland, £28 0 ()

GOVERNOR BLACKALL PERCEIVING THAT THE EXHIBITION WOULD PRoVE A

FAILURE, OAUSED THE FOLLOWING SUBSCRIPTIONS TO BE INSERTED

IN THE "FREETOWN' OBSERVER" A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE

OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION, EVIDENTLY FOR THE

PURPOSE OF PRESERVING HIS POPULARITY,

EXHIBITION ·
THE

The foZlowing Letters ~c" 'J'espectin9 tIle jaiZu'i'8 of tluJ Sie,.,.4 Leone
Exkibit-ion ~ppeared i,1, tke "J!reetotlm Ob86'i'Ver,n

To THE EDITOll OF THE "OBSERVER."

Sir,-The "Sierra Leone Exhibition" was opened yesterday, an~
is it a success? I say, sir, it is a success, but the word must be quali..
fied. It is a success, so far as the French articles are concerned, but

SIERRA. LEONE

1£8honor, the Chief Justice, then summed up in his UBualstyle and
hility commenting on the evidence and directing the jurywith regard
~ the'points or law to be considered, and on obta.ining the assent of tbe

h
rable and. learned Queen's A.dvocate, further directed. the jury to

ono 1 _1 1..' ,
return a verdict tor the plaintiff, subject to the egw. ouJectione.

VE~IOT FOR PL.A.mTIFF.

Dever to allow himself to be retained in any case against the interesu
of'Govermnent. His client's interest he (Mr. Rainy) apprehended should
Dever militate against the interest of the Crown. His learned friend
Iwl further complained that his (Mr. Rainy's) language was intended
to irritate him, and he would say that if anyone had cause to complain
ofbeing irritated, it was himself, for the learned Queen's Advocate
had don6 aU in his power in another place to do so. (The Queen's.
Advocate here expressed his dissent and appealed to the judge, when
his honor told:Mr. Rainy to confine himself to the case.) Mr. Rainy
said he had a perfect right to make the comments, as he was simply
replying to the\remarks 01 the honourable and learned Queen's Advo.
cate. Further, the honourable and learned gentleman could not com­
plain, as the ~efendant himself had alluded to Mr. During as a very
bad husband, although he (Mr. Rainy) had said nothing of defendant's
conduct towards his own wife, from whom he was living apart for the
last four years,-a circumstance which showed there was no harmony
between them. J3l1t whether 1\{r. During was a bad husband or not
it had nothing to do with establishing their case. The questioq was the
right of the defendant to keep the possession of the house in the
unlawfwmanner he bad done. The learned counsel here referred at
great length to the facts of the case, aud said that the other side had
not disprol'ed that Mrs. During was in debt, the few p.:o:l'sonal effects
that she left he contended had nothing to do whatever with the case
before them; and if the argument of the learned Queen's Advocate
was "'alid it would tend to upset all the titles in the colony tho other
learned gentleman as well as himself, had drawn up. This really
reminded him of the attempt of the honourable and learned gentleman
the other &ly to upset Crown grants, For his information with respect
to perBonal goods and real property, he would refer him to the ordi­
nance of the colony subjecting real estate as chattles for the payment
of debts, The learned gentleman here read the first and second
Actions of the ordinance in question, and then the law as quoted by
the Queen's Advocate relating to equitable jurisdiction; and after
quoting various al;lthorities and commenting on the facts as related in
the case, uked th~ jury for a verdict, and to. throw the responsibility
on the proper tl'l~unal to upset his title.
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a. deeidoofailnre <~th .~espect t():Nati~~.~a~~f~cture and produce.
SIl', are not the >oPgos~~s';of~the:Exlii~itioii:p~rt'ectlycorrect when'

they 8mtedt.~t~~~r~.~~ren~ facili~i~s~~re~'~or;a~'~Xhibition, inviting
the worldtocoJlle an~ .see~and:thentos~o,,",We~:~heir own articles?

Wh.at dO...~h.e .Fr.·cn..clis.ee. He.. re b:ut..· their.' ownc.. ar..·.ti.. c.·l•.e.;.~.s.· ..•. and sir l'S l't n t. " • . '- '" " 0
a Frencll Exhibition instead of a Sierra Le<>~~?>;~grand invitation
on the part or the :A.~thorities her.eremin.~sIn~:()fthe mountain in
labour. Everyone was invited toaeesoDl~Nlirig"~onstrous, when
behold, a mouse crept out! I saw nothin~~fNative manufacture

except a. hard wood table, countr~ cloths,: ." skili~, and calabashes:

Where, SIr, were the large.:potato, pumki~'~~~;,o~"!t~rprovision; where
were the large ox, the plump sheep anclgoat 'P;These were no where
~ be seen, and ~et sir, a gentleman .of the 'Sub:-Gommittee, who was
h)~hly elated, wondered at the success. they .:ha~:31chieved. Putting
stude the French articles the gentlemen oftbe~~m~tionhave nothing
to boast or but the building and the apar~ent';of Messrs. Evans
Brothers; the former was nicely arranged"and at! ~once the beholder
(unaccustomed t<> look on pretty curtains~dfloating flags) was
~mpted to give vent to feelings expressive of enjoyinent, which often­
tImes are mistaken for success. The latter was :an apartment for
refreshment, where friends lavishly treated each other and this tended. ..' ... ,
~o Inc~ease the enjoyment, already described. :Men put a poison
In theIr mouths to steal away their brains, and,while undergoing this
mental torture minor things take the place of great ones. This has
been the case with those who think that the Exhibition is not a
total fai!~r~ with respect to nativeal't, &e. Sir, ,you are aware that
the e~hlbltion ~as spoken of and advertised,by:~heCommittee, ana
tTw,e Mterestea 1tU tke welfare ofAfrica as one of 'i'Native art, manu­
facture, specimens· of agriculture and live stock,with nseful· African
produce of every kind &c." Is it not a failurerhave the intentions of
the Committee been realized? Can they glorifuF~enchmanufacture
and call it Sierra Leone H Nati"'e "rt" "Trr1~.,.,.. s'·' th C t" IJ. 1 ... I ... • .~" L.J, .• lr~ e ~ew ar lC es
w lW 1 have been collected at this place woul4scarcely occupy an
apartment twenty feet long and ten feet' broad;M~tyet a few gentle­
men had the audacity to say"that the exhibiti()ft:~is not a manifest
failure. So~y I am sir, that it is a.failtu-e,but indeed that

,I , . ,

J
!

,
I.

the step .was taken. for.theag~~cdoiz,~~~ij~:Bf>IJi.~~e~;;';llondnot
with a desire to benefit Africa~. ~Ji~~,~l~~ ..t,~t,~,t1l0B~ w~o

expected to blazen forth their~D1,e,s!,~0~1l~:;~~~~4~',:~'f~,:;i*edm
the enterprise. A" O.B.,"sir,~d'~",~.ee~':~~L~~~~~,'~~~~\~~!~1~9nsare
worth strhring for, but at ·theBatIl~~lll.e;t¥ei:,~~~~~:~~~~.1>,~s~~~~edat
the expense of anyone. I do n()t,,~~,lik~.':¥~~p'~~~,~g~I~,~:;?;~teven
in the smnIl body of thes~·geIltlelI\~~:'\\Th~~gP,il,p,~.~.~~~}:i;~:~~~mI~e,can
be discerned a little self ad,:anqell1e~t.:"'Qfl:~:;~f~J~~~~~~~~~;~~~ceeded

~~;,;~~'Iilillt~:;
true description of the committe? .:I:aro,.~';:~e:Y,'f·~~~~,\~~~~t~~~handto
any work for the advancemelitofA.f1oic~'1V~~P:';~():~~~~~~;D~i~~~eresult
and means are at my disposal. The, o~g~~~~~~~~~~~ts,:~~~~jbrought
about the exhibition knew well,tha~~11~~;t~:}~9~;~~~~:for the.
purpose, in fact they were told s()~ ¥e~·~;!!.e~i~"~~~~~'~~.finvited
the world to come and Bee the ccD.~~~J!e~~;~f~J1..,~!;':[~~~f~lJt'])enged

competition. And what have ,·.t~ey, 8~()~~~,,,,:;~,!",,~::~1~;~~~t:ij~he ~~ry .
articles brought from othercoun~i~s~ ,~s,'1~~:~9Jj~;;~~F~~~}~~a rISUlg .
people to call the world to wi~ess'fhe~p~v~~~~;~)~:~~~~~~;urehere
sir, is not pursued, and before<tlle~p~ople~,~~J~'R~en:}~~~jand en·
couraged to plant, their ignorance,8.lld~~a~~~~~ir~,~~~e -bj~~:~ortrayea .
to the world. I abhor thi8;wan,t~of~s~pa~~~c~Jif~~~~~~:,g~1]ourle~-.
ing ~en-instead of sympathising .\~t~,P?~~',¥f~~~!~~j~~ouragmg'

her from degree to degree, theyhlLv~ l~~:~~t,~~~'~~~:;~.~~l!P~~yond .
her present facilities. What, s~, ..~ •• ge;~~~:~~~,;.~~~~~~:~,~~~blti;n~~
Sierra Leone ere a few more ~ys;::~~~~~?r~~H~/.~~~~~flen
b 1 ·Il b ala' will tlike:nlace\P.:;'~~;~~:;the otherust e WI e over~ are pse .', .",J:":\:)<;";.':l"':~':"1 ' .'
hand, if Agricultural Societies,!eree~~~~~~~i'f~~~J;~~~j~rrnme~t
assisted them the results would be .benefi.c~·;·~~:.~li~:':c~l,g~y· I will .
not, Mr. Edit~r, occupy more of yoursp~e·'~~i~.'~B~,~r;"'returnto
the subject again. . ' ', , ; c, ,'.f,':;'>: ie"~ ,

March lot, 1865. I'll1j~!'17~OH'
.~':j;"'< ,: ~



60 61

5. Is it true that the French offieers were dissatisfied with their

reception P
6. .A:re Irish peasants in such a position as to be able to bestow

pecuniary help t-o the Exhibition P
7. Did the Governor actually refuse to take part in the exhibition

when it was first talked about P
8. Is it possible that the Colonial Chaplain) notwithstanding the

advice of His Excellency, persisted. in bringingforward. the Exhibition P
9. Why were not the exertions of the superintendent alluded to

in His Excellency's speech as well as the other workers?
10. Is it true that English philn.nthropists refused assistance to

the exhibition because they perceived the motives ot'the schemers P
11. Is there any hope now that the exhibition is a failure to all

self aggrandizement P
12. Is it true that the very men who smile and. laugh at

Government House, and extol the Exhibition to the sky are the very
men to speak ill of it amongst their friends P

13. Is it true that the refreshment room entices persons to the
Exhibition 'Building and. not the mere looking at the ccjejune n stalls 13

14. Cannot every article in the Exhibition be seen and inspect-ed
in a quarter of' an hour?

These, Mr. Editor, are the questions I shouldlike some explanation,
and I will be much obliged to one of' your correspondents to answer
them. If thy friends C,;)'ORA.lmES n and "LEo t) are still in the

Colony, I expect an answer from them.
Yours truly,

To !rHE EDITOR OF THE" OnSERVEB."

DEA.R SIn,-After several weeks at the Cape, I have just arrived
to attend the Exhibitioll, and sir, the first person I met at the exhibi­
tion door was my friend who invented the" pikus system," and Ire.
ceil"ed such a cross look from him that really I thought that he BUS.

pected me with respect to those questions I sometime ago put concern.
ing him. However, he looked very well, but he did not seem to enjoy
the exhibition, he had a somewhat downcast look connected with his
brow. No sooner than my eyes turned from him they encountered the
large brained jurist, who distinguished himself of late in the ma.tter of
actions etC delicto ve1'SU8 the Africans. He seemed quite recovered from
the attack, in 80 much that he was playing sheep eyes with one or two
ladies near by, and now and then he fondly stroked his beard at the
same time indulging in a small smile.

On entering the Court Hall, I had to solemnly bow to the e:ccl.e­
8ta8tic who appeared as grave and as gallant as ever, now and then his
feelings lJurst out in tears, hands clasped together and eyes uplifted to
the ceiling, I felt sir, that I was in a dangerous position, and '{ at
Once proceeded towards the platform, there I met old acquaintances
and friends; Sam Slick was there surrou!!.ded with parsons and doctora)
discussing doctrinal points in philosophy. Soon after the ~Iaster of
the ceremonies arrived. followed sir, with blue aud- red jackets and
coats which so dazzled my sight that my senses were clouded and I
ha'fe DOW to get some one to explain these questions I am obliged

• to Bul)mit to relieve myself of all doubts :-

March 1st, 1865. VORTEX.

1. Is it true that the Governor did not originate the Exhibition r
2. Is it true that the Colonial Chaplain originated the scheme for

the advancement of the Africans?
8. Were the committee not tolel that there were no facilities for

an exhibition r
4. Had not the originators of the scheme their own end in view

when they brought about the Exhibition?

FROM THE "FBlllETOWlt OBSERVEn," M:A.noH 30rn, 1865.

-
We regret exceedingly that the Inaugural Speech of his Excellency

the Governor, delivered at the opening of the Exhibition, has come
before the public the way it has-whether it be to bene6.t the revenue
.or the committee of the Exhibition. While it is our intention to
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comment on the expected premeditated profit from 't
Speech, we believe that His Excellency h d th' he sale of the

bli . a no lDg to d 'th
pu . cation, and that the sole responsibilit rests . a WI the
leading men in the Executive Camm'tt Y A e~tirely on a few
kind, said to be delivered for the b:n::~ of t:~~c, Speech of the
especially to instil into the minds of th ] b . e rlCa~ race, more
for Agricultural pursuits should be e balis°hurIndg po~ulation a desire

, pu e grati! Th la
per8~ns who a~e directly to be benefitted b the S e ' e c ss of
are eJther paupers, or nearly so, and, altho~gh ~ech are t~ose who
to spare the trifle from the' W g, are qUIte unable
• 11' scanty waG'es S' tl'
mtellded for the good of the publi O' mce us Speech was
motives that prompted the C 'tt

C
, we cannot understand the selfish

omml ee to charge'for it Th"
story often repeated and wh' h h " ,IS IS the old

, IC as assIsted 1 bli ht'
of the colony from time to ti T' n ,g mg the progress
lik . me, nne-servmg phil thr hi

-e the wily priests of old nl an op sts,
and bestow a blessinG' but h' ar~ 0 y ready to offer a prayer

-0' . W en Importuned t II th '
forego pecuniary profit,are dumb-founded d 0 pu eIr p~e or
of the Exhibition, although " ,an amazed. The commIttee

enJoymG' map ,
state, insomuch that the • 0', ecumary se;use, a henJ.thy

· yare pampering th tit
dishes, and on the chOl'cest ' d e appe e on well filled

· vmn s are yet so .
gwe the poo~ farmer a copy f ' h ' P001 as to be unable to

, 0 a speec mtend d t d h'
ThIs eagerness after pecuniary " , e 0 0 1m some good.
men who compose the C 'tt

gain
IS qUIte unfitted fur those gentle.

ommi ee; at tIle sam t'
that the arrangement for the bli ' e 1me, we are aware
of the Committee and if h hPud cation devolved on a Rev, Gentleman

, e a proposed t' ,
gratis and defray th' 0 give copIes of the speech

, e expenses out of the fi d '
there would neyer have been a' ,un s ~ hand, we are sure
J'ielded to his proposition are thems:sen~ent VOIce, ,But those who
80 many automatons or 'd d es liable, they bemg regarded as

al ers an abettors R all '
that the committee forgot th t th ,e y, It appears to us,
persons is entrusted to th ,a e money subscribed by dift'erent
. ell' care for the b' '.L' •

tlcular obiect and noth' I I" rmgmg .LOrward of a par-
f1 mg e sec t IS Indeed ' , ,

to pay fo1' a thing aJread h an ImpOSItIOn to ask men
EslJibition we appreh YdPurc ased by them. The subscribers to the

, en , are entitled t th
article purchased out of th fi doe use of any and every
his speech before bI'e un s collected. His Excellency delivered

a pu lC assembly, for their immediate benefit and,
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the rightful possession of it at once lodged with the subscribers and
. the public; and even supposing for one moment that expemes were in­

c.urred for its printing, the question naturally arises-was the com­
mittee in a position to defray them P We need not refer to statistics
to show the pecuniary ability of the Committee, suffice it to say that
they are 'able to print, publish, and bestow one thousand or more copies.

We now proceed to redeem our promise in commenting on the
speech. It is not within our province to be at issue with the extracts
embodied in the early part of the speech, nor shall we direct attention
to the causes of the cc rebuffs, the coldness, ana. even the ridicule," but,
with one or two remarks which have fallen from His 'Excellency, viz. :
"And those gentlemen have now the proud satisfaction of knowing
"that with the exceptions to which I will hereafter refer, this day's
cc success, for I call it already a success, is entirely owing to their energy,
"activity, and perseverance.-English Philanthropists appear to view
cc with coldness and indifference this attempt to raise the intellectual
cc status of the African, and to stimulate their industryandenergy-our
"sister colonies and establishments have given us little assistance inany .
cc way, I fEl&r from the mistaken notions ofcompetition andjaalousy.-If
cc we trace the history of any nation, emerging from barbarism to
"civilization, we shall find that though the first moye has been eifected
cc through foreign conquests or occupation, the remainder has been
"achieved by the people themselyes-the first move has been effected
"as regards the Western Coast of Africa. And DOWI must claimyour
"further iudulgence in making, before I conclude, an allusion to myself;
cc and the reasons which induced me to be most anxious to take a part in
cc this day's proceedings. I am deeply indebted to the whole people of
cc Sierra Leone. From my first arrival here I have experiencednothing
"but kindness and consideration."-It will be seenthatHis Excellency
is of, opinion that the Exhibition is a success, with a few exceptions,
which are-the death of Mr. PRATT, the coldness of the English
Philantbrophists, the jealousy of the sister Colonies, and the exhibition
of produce by the native chiefs. We cannot conceive how the death
of a membe~ of the committee can aifect the Exhibition, if it can, as a.
matter of course, it only shows the entire weakness and faUure of the
affair. It is a theorem that a few exceptions prove nothing, but we



add, when the main points, said to be linked together to give strength
to any undertaking are said to be exceptions, the whole is destroyed.
lust so with regard to the Exhibition; the proper assistance from
abroad ani produce and articles for exhibition from the native chiefs
have been deemed by His Excellency as a3 many exceptiona, but upon
these the success of the undertaking depended, for it must be under.
stood that the facilities, as we have already shown, for an Exhibition
here were nowhere to be seen, and the only dependence for the success
of tbe enterprise was on the articles sent from persons round about
us. They have failed to do so, and surely the Exhibition cannot be
said to have come up to the expectations of the many. Further, we
can imagine, why English Philanthropists have appeared indifferent if
they, like many local gentlemen, are aware of the fact that Agriculture
is neglected in this colony, and that before the people are encouraged
to plant, they have been asked to exhibit articles not yet known or
prepared by them. We cannot conceive what haa led His Excellency
to fasten the "green eyed monster" on the siater colonies for not
sending articles for exhibition, but, however, this can only be regarded
as an assertion from His Excellency, as there are no facts at his
disposal for proof. With respect to the first move towards civilization
being effected, and that it was left for the Africans on the Western
Coast to emulate; we aver that they have done so, and that they have
emulated European civilization so far as within their reach. Go along
the Western Coast of Africa, view the civilization of the African, his
leaving his barbarous customs and practices and accepting European
manners and habits, and ask the question whether the African in these
spots has been susceptible of civilization and has improved. Judging
from the social and political pressure which they have to undergo, we
are of opinion, that the Africans in Her Majesty's settlements on this
Coast have done well; and furthermore, we are of opinion that. more
eould not reasonably be expected from them, unless from among them,
like 815 in many nations, master spirits had sprung up to elevate their
country in spite of civil broils and bloodshed. But the proof referred
to by His Excellency to substantiate his assertion that the Africans
are not emulating the example set before them, we atate is not
Bufficient. The very fact that slavery exists around the "European
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settlements" cannot demolish the truth that the Africans within the
settlements have accepted European civilization. Furthermore, be it
remembe~d, that the Africans have been taught to regard slavery as
part and parcel of European civilization. They have been encouraged
by European slave dealers, and strictly speaking, the horrors of slavery •
have been greatly aggravated by those gentlemen dealers in human
.traflic. . The one or two preventions cannot eradicate the well rooted
disease which no elixir can·effect. His Excellency then concludes his
inaugural address with Do few personal allusions, but as we are not
inclined to comment on the. reasons which induced him cc to take a
part in this dDoY~8 proceedings," we conclu.de, leaving them as a matte!'

of course to the tellecting mind.

THE BENCH AND THE BAR.
(See 'Page 37.)

TUESDAY, MAY 2ND, 1865.

During the sitting of the Supreme Court in the trial of Ackim v.
Macarthy and others, Mr, :Rainy wished to give in evidence certain.
words spoken by Mr. Dougan, when- Do witness before the Land Com­
missioners. Ris Honour, the Chief Justice, objected, and told Mr.
Rainy he must call Mr. Dougan himself if be required his evidence.

I His Elmour jurtn. Baid tllat ne, Mr. Bainy, ~tJto a8 a practiofter tllat
if an!! ofnC'}' practitioner proposed to put in 8uck etJidence, 1Ie, Mr. Rain!!,
!oould 'he tlle fl-rst to object. On this, an altercation seemed. imminent
between the Bench and Bar, and His Honour at once told Mr. Rainy
that he would permit no altel'OOtion lletweeu the Bench and Bar; that·
any opinion from the Bench must govern the Bar, and that the Court
would exercise its authority in compelling proper conduct from the
Bar and all persons in Court. Mr. Rainy then stated, as he well knew
what would be the result of his remaining in Court, he would leave
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the Cout't. He did leave the Court and called to his client, Ackim, to
follow him, which he, Ackim, did.

The jury was then discharged by the consent of Mr. Carrol, the
attorney for the defendants.

The Court then adjourned to the 8th May, at ten o'clock.

I Oertify tllc foregoing to be a true OOP!!,

(Bigned) THOMAS MARSTON:
RefJistrar. .1;Y"

[NOTE.-I have no hesitation in saying that the Chief Justice WllS

e1early wrong in discharging the jury. His Honour ought to have,
nonsuited the plaintiff, jf he thought his own conduct towards me'
(phintiif's couusel) was right and proper. If the -Chief Justice had
t.'\ken this course, I would have moved for a new trial, when I wou1~;

have Imd an opportunity of vindicating myself, but I was pre~'

wnted to do so on account of the jury being discharged withollt'
gil'ing a verdict or a nonsuit ordered by the Chief Justice.]-EDlTOR.

CHARTER OF
OF

JUSTICE-

SIERRA LEO'NE.
By the Charter of Justice, the Governor and Legislative Conncil

of Sierra Leone are authorized to make and establish all ordinances
'l1ot beilflll repugnant to tke laws of England.

As the Ordinance, referred to in this pamphlet, giving four
Nominees of the Executive the power of reducing damages assessed
by a jury in civil actions, is clearly contrary to the laws of England, I
hoM that the Legislature of Sierra Leone exceeded their power in
paflHing the ordinance, which, in my opinion, is absolutely void.

I miaed the point before the Supreme Court in the case of
lJIlgheK v. Warner, but the Chief Justice gave no opinion upon it.
Colonial Judges who hold their offices during the pleasure of the
Crown arc very careful in dealing with a point of law of this natnre.

EDITOR.


